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V  Klti  C  E  o{  IVALES. 


';  Your  Highness, 

S  Your  Royal 

H  I  GH  N  ES  s's 
Goodnefs  and 
Condelcenfion  are 
fo  well  known,  I 
not  make  any  Apology 
A3  for 


DEDICATION. 

for  the  Prefiimption  of  this 
Addrefe:  The  amiable  Qua- 
lities which  You  are  poffefs'd 
of  3  and  which  render  You 
the  Delight  of  Mankind, 
greatly  diminifh  that  flavifli 
Dread  wherewith  we  might 
otherwife  approach  the  Heir 
apparent  of  thefe  Kingdoms. 
With  how  much  Pleafure 

I 

do  all  the  thinking  Part  of 
the  Nation  behold  You  dai- 
ly cxercifing  thofe  Virtues 
which  are  the  brighteft  Or- 
nament of  a  Private  Life, 
and  which  will  one  Day,  ac- 
cording to  the  Courfe  of  Na- 
ture, add  new   Splendor  to 

the 
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the  British  Crown! 
Thefej  together  with  Your 
generous  Love  of  Liberty, 
and  conftant  Veneration  for 
the  Conftitution?  are  the  moft 
rational  Foundations  for  the 
Applaufes  of  the  Publick 
which  you  happily  enjoy;  and 
muft  for  ever  fecure  the 
Hearts  of  all  who  have  any 
Regard  for  the  Peace  and 
Profperity  of  their  Country, 
This  Work,  which  I  beg 
leave  to  lay  at  Your  Royal 
Highnesses  Feet>  contains 
a  Defcription  of  the  moft  po- 
tent and  flourifliing  Nation  of 
the  Eaftj  and  is  indeed  a  Sub- 
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jefl:  worthy  the  Attention  of 
the  greateft  Prince;  for  no- 
thing has  a  Tendency  to  en- 
large the  Mind  more  than 
a  vi^w  of  the  Manners,  Cu- 
ftoms)  Policy,  and  Religion 
of  a  People  who  once  thought 
themfelves  the  politefl:  in  the 
World. 

From  the  Hiftory  of  their 
Emperors  you  will  find,  what 
you  have  long  fince  learnt. 
That  the  moft  defpotick  Power 
is  no  Security  to  the  fupreme 
Magiftrate  when  he  degenc' 
rates  into  a  Tyrant,  or  difco- 
vers  no  Regard  for  the  Pub- 
lick  Welfare;    That   Good-. 
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nefs  and  Clemenqr  are  the 
firmeft  Support  of  the  Throne, 
and  that  the  chiefeft  Glory  of 
a  Prince  is  to  reign  in  the 
Hearts  of  his  Subje6l:s. 

I  could  willingly  expatiate 
on  lb  copious  a  Theme,  be- 
caufe  I  am  fully  perfuaded 
Your  Royal  Highness  is 
heft  pleafed  with  the  moft 
generous  Maxims  of  Policy; 
but  I  am  afraid  left  what 
might  be  intended  for  a  ^Te- 
ftimony  of  my  Duty  and  Ve- 
neration, fliould  be  miftaken 
for  a  vain  Attempt  to  inform 
You  of  what  is  already  imprin- 
ted on  your  Mind  in  indelible 
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Charafters,  efpecially  fince  m; 
chief  Defign  is  to  fhew  witl 
how  much  Zeal  and  profound 
Refped  I  am 


Tour  Royal  Highness *8 


vuffi  dutifuly 


fftoft  faithfuly  and 


mofi  humhU  Servanty 


R.   Brooke  s. 


THE 


PREFACE. 


S  CHINA  is  the  moft  remarkable 
of  all  Countries  yet   known,    the 
Englijh   Reader    muft   be   greatly 
pleas'd  to  find  the  exa<5leflt  Account 
of  it  that  has  ever  yet  appear'd  ia 
our  Language.    P.  du  Halde^  from  whom  this 
Work  is  done,  has  not  only  taken  greater  Pains, 
but  has  had  infinitely  better  Helps  than  any 
other  Author  who  has  wrote  on  this  Subjeii 
For,  befides  the  printed  Relations,  he  has  had 
die  Advantage  of  a  prodigious  number  of  Ma- 
nufcripts,  written  by  the  moft  skilful  of  the 
Miffionaries,  and  where  thefe  have  feem'd  not 
fufficiently  clear,  he  has  had  the  Opportunity 
of  fatisfying  his  Doubts  from  the  Converfatioa 
of  thofe  who  were  beft  able  to  give  him  the 
trueft  Informations :  But  ftill  fearing  left  any 
Error  might  poflibly  have  efcap'd  him,  he  had 
thoughts  of  fending  the  Work  into  China  to 
be   reviewed  by  fome  of  the  Jefuits  refiding 
there;  when  the  Arrival  of  P.  Contancin^  oa 
whom  he  had  chiefly  caft  his  Eyes,  rendered  it 
uoneceflary. 

This  Father  had  fpent  thirty-two  Years  in 
that  diftant  Country,  ten  of  which  he  refided  in 
Teking^  where  he  was  Superior  of  the  Jefuits 

Houfe; 
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Houfe;  and  as  his  Stay  at  Paris  was  a  whole 
Year  he  had  fufficient  Lcifure  to  ahcr,  add 
or  retrench  whatever  he  thought  neccflary 
for  the  Perfeftion  of  the  Defign.  After  fucn 
extraordinary  Precautions  as  thefe  the  Publick 
may  reft  fatisfied  that  what  is  here  advanced  is 
ftrialy  true,  which  cannot  be  faid  of  any  thing 
of  this  kind  that  has  been  hitherto  publiih'dt 

In  the  firft  place  you  have  a  general  View 
of  the  whole  Empire  prefix'd  to  the  other 
Part  of  the  Work  to  render  it  more  eafiiy  in- 
telligible ;  to  which  is  added  a  fhort  Account 
of  feveral  Nations,  particularly  the  Sifan^  who 
were  heretofore  a  very  powerful  People,  and 
were  even  formidable  to  the  Cbinefe  Emperors 
themfelves ;  but  of  late  they  have  been  torn  to 
Pieces  by  inteftine  Wars,  and  have  been  forced 
to  fubmit  to  the  Cbinefe  Yoke.  The  Voyages  of 
fome  of  the  Miffionaries  through  the  fineft  of 
the  Provinces  come  next :  They  are  full  of  cu- 
rious Obfervations,  and  reprefented  in  fo  lively 
a  manner  that  the  Reader  may  almoft  ima- 
gine himfelf  to  be  one  of  the  Company.  Thefe 
were  thought  a  proper  Preparative  to  the  De- 
fcription  of  the  Fifteen  Provinces  of  which  the 
Empire  confifts. 

And  here  we  meet  with  a  great  number  of 
ftately  Cities,  remarkable  for  their  Situation^ 
Extent,  Multitude  of  Inhabitants,  great  Com- 
merce, Beauty  of  the  Publick  Buildings,  and 
Plenty  of  all  things :  The  Land  is  fo  fertile 
that  it  commonly  yields  two  Crops  in  a  Year, 
and  produces  all  forts  of  Grain,  Trees,  and  very 
lingular  Fryits ;  The  Mountains  abound  witn 
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Metals  of  all  forts,  Minerals,  and  the  moft  cu-^ 
rious  Marble.  Here  are  Plants  of  a  moft  fa-> 
lutary  Nature,  which  no  other  Climate  can 
boaft  of;  as  like  wife  a  great  number  of  Canals, 
Lakes  and  Rivers  full  of  the  moft  excellent 
Fifh  I  thefe  make  a  great  number  of  Bridges 
neceflary,  which  are  generally  well  built,  hand- 
fomly  adorn'd,  and  of  a  furprifing  Largcnefs;. 
in  a  word.  Art  and  Nature  feem  to  ftrive  to 
outvie  each  other  in  fupplying  all  the  NeccfS- 
ties  and  Delights  of  Life. 

Next  to  the  Geography  yoii  have  an  Abridge^ 
ment  of  their  Hiftory, ,  in  which  the  Chrono- 
logy, from  the  Emperor  Tao  to  the  Prefcnt; 
Time,  is  by  moft  allow*d  to  be  certain :  But  the 
number  of  Years  elapfed  between  the  Time  of 
Fo  ht\  the  Founder  of  the  Empire,  and  the  be- 
ginning of  lao's  Reign,  is  very  doubtful. 

After  this  General  >Defcription  here  is  an 
exad:  Account  of  every  thing  relating  to  this 
Nation,  as  its  Character,  Manners,  Guftoms, 
Government,  Progrefs  in  the  Sciences,  Reli- 
gion, &c.  each  of  which  are  treated  of  in  a 
feparate  Article,  that  every  Subjedl  might  have 
as  much  room  as  the  Nature  of  it  required. 

To  thefe  fucceed  a  'Defcription  of  Chinefe-' 
Tartary^  Corea  and  Thibety  of  which  nothing 
but  the  Names  have  been  hitherto  known,  as 
will  readily  appear  only  by  cafting  your  Eyes 
on  the  Maps  of  the  beft  Geographers.  And, 
what  is  ftill  more  extraordinary,  becaufe  it  does 
not  fo  immediately  relate  to  the  Defign,  there 
is  an  Account  and  a  Map  of  the  new  Difco- 
veries  made  by  Captain  Beerings  in  a  Voyage 

from 
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ftom  Tobolsk  to  Kamffcbacha^  whither  he  was 
fent  by  the  late  Caar  to  try  if  there  was  a  Paf- 
fege  by  Land  into  the  North  Part  of  America. 

There  are  ifeveral  other  things  which  might 
have  been  mentioned,  but  as  they  will  appear 
in  the  beft  Light  in  the  Body  of  the  Work  it 
felf  they  arc  here  omitted;  I  ftiall  therefore 
do  nothing  more  than  fabjoin  a  Catalogue  of 
the  Miffionaries  from  whofe  Writings,  whether 
Printed  or  in  Manufcript,  it  has  been  extraifted^ 


ftre  Martin  MattinU 
P^e  Ferdimndo  Verbi^. 
Pere  Philip  Couplet. 
Pert  Gabriel  Magbelaens* 
Pere  John  de  Fanteney. 
Pere  Joachim  Bonnet, 
pere  John  Francis  Githil' 

lion. 
Pere  Francis  Noel. 
Pere  Lems  U  Camte. 
Pere  Claudius  Vifdehu. 
Pere  John  Bapt^  R^is. 
Pere  Jofepb  Hemy  de  Pre- 

mare. 
Pere  Francis-Xffvier  Den* 

trecoUes. 


Pere  Jukan  PlacidasHer^ 

vien. 
Pere  Cyr  ConlOHcin. 
Pere  Peter  de  Goville. 
Pere  John  Armand  Nyet. 
Pere  Dominimu  Parrenin. 
Pere  Peter  Jartoux. 
Pere  Vincent  de  dartre. 
Pere  Jojeph-Ame-Maty  de 

MMa. 
Pere  John  Alexis  GoUet. 
Pere  Claudius  Jacquemin. 
Pere  Lewis  Porquet. 
PereEmerickde  Cbavagnac. 
Pere  Antony  Gaubil. 
Pere  John  Bapitifi  Jacques. 
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HISTORY  OF  C///A^^; 

CONTAINING 

A  Geo^afhicid,  HifioricaU  Chronological^  Po- 
litical and  Phyjical  Defcription  of  the  Em- 
^«  of  China,  and  Chincfe-Tarcary,  ^c. 


^  General  View  of  the  Empire  of  Cm  n  a, 

"    "pHE  Kingdom  of  Ci^m  is  called,  China, 

ft  by  the  Weftern  Monguls.,  Catay ; 

J  by  tht  Mantcheotix  Tartars,  Ni- 

9  can  Kouron  ;  and  by  the  Chinefe, 

*    Tchongkoue:  So  that  it  is  very 

\  I  difficult    to  find  out   the  true 

^    Ground  of  the  Appellation  given 

h  to  itby  the  £wr<7pif£tMJi  unlefsthe 

iirlt  Royal  Family,  who  carry'd  their  viftorious  Arms 

Weftward,  caufed  it  to  be  catl'd  'Tftn  •,  or  Tat  tfin. 

The  Naval  Force  of  the  Emperor  Tfin  chi  boang^ 
which,  according  to  the  Cbine/e  Hiftory,  fail'd  as  far 
as  Bengal,  muft  needs  have  made  the  Name  of  Tfm 
fiimous  among  the  Indians,  which  pafling  from  them 
into  Perfta  and  Egypt,  came,  it  is  manifcft,  to  us  about 
230  Years  before  the  Birth  of  Chrift. 

•  Hence  it  is  called  ialatSn  S  in  aj  by  the  E«glij!i  and  Spaniards, 
Ch  IK  A,  by  the  Ilatinni, Cis  a  ;  andby  tjie  Geram/is.TscHiHA  : 
Inall  whkh  the  Difference  of  Pronunciation  is  very  fmall. 

Vot.  I.  B  But 
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But  however  that  be,  it  is  certain  that  China  is  the 
Jargcft  and  moft  beautiful  Kingdom  yet  known  \  for 
I  won't  pretend  to  fay  that  there  is  ho  polite  Nation  to 
be  found  in  the  Terra- jiuftr alls ^  or  fome  other  unknown 
Parts  of  the  Globe.  When,  upon  leaving  Europe^  we 
land  on  the  neareft  Borders  of  Africa^  doth  it  not  fecm 
as  if  we  were  got  into  another  World  ?  Even  the 
Indians  themfelves  thq*  not  altogether  fo  rude,  can  be 
accounted  little  better  than  Barbarians^  when  compared 
with  our  own  civiliz'd  Nations.  Who  then  would 
imagine  that  flill  farther  towards  the  Eafl,  there 
Should  be  found  a  People,  who  are  powerful,  politick, 
well  vcrs'd  in  Arts  and  skilful  in  the  Sciences  ? 

When  Mark  Paul^  the  Fenetian  publifti*d  his  firft 
Relation  in  the  Thirteenth  Century,  it  was  look'd  up- 
on by  moft  People  as  a  Web  of  Fables,   However 
it  is  certain  that  this  Writer,  who  accompany'd  the 
Weftern  'Tartars  in  their  Conqueft  of  China^  has  ad- 
vanced nothing  but  what  is  ftriftly  true:  This  is  eafily 
prov'd  from  the  Account  he  gives  of  Certain  Cities^ 
which  continue  ftillthe  fame  as  he  defcrib'd  them,  and 
prefervc  the  fameNames  by  which  he  diftinguifh'd  them. 
Extent  of      CHINA^  from  North  to  South,  is  of  greater  Length 
China,      than  'Tart(iry ;  but  not  equal  in  Breadth,  if  meafur'd 
from  Eaft  to  Weft ;  yet  the  narroweft  Part  of  all  is  360 
Leagues  of  20  to  a  Degree.  It  is  divided  into  15  Pro- 
vinces,  Thofe  of  Cbenji,  Chanji^  and  Petcheli^  lie  by 
the  fide  of  the  famous  Wall  that  feparates  it  from  Tarta- 
ry  on  the  North.  Thofe  of  Chang  tong^  Kiang  nan,  of 
Tcbe  kiang^  and  of  Fo  kien^  are  fituated  on  the  Coaft 
of  the  Eaftern  Sea.  Thofe  of  ^ang  tongj  of  ^ang 
Jij  of  Tun  nan^znd  ofSe  Uhuen,  are  the  Bounds  of  the 
South  and  Weft;  and  the  Middle  is  occupied  by  thofe 
of  Ho  nan  J  Hou  quango  Koei  tcboUj  and  Kiang  fi. 
Govern-        EVERY  Provincc  is  fubdivided  into  a  certain 
Number  of  Jurifdiftioris,  called  by  the  Chinefe^  Fouj  on 
which  depend  others  of  much  lefs  Extent,  termed , 
7cbeou  and  Hien.    The  Prefidents  of  the  former  have 
the  Appellation  of  TchifoUy  and  of  the  latter  TM 
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icbem^  and  Tcbi  bien.  In  the  larger  Cities  there  is  aU 
ifvays  one  Tchifm^  and  generally  two  TcU  hien^  who 
have  each  a  diftindt  Jurifdiftion  over  their  proper  Di- 
ftridls.  In  Peking  there  are  fix  principal  Courts  of 
Judicature,  befides  one  proper  to  that  C;lty,  which  is 
Ae  Capital  of  the  Empire  \  this  has  the  Name  of 
Chun  tm.  Under  this  there  are  two  other  Tribunals 
of  the  two  Hkn^  or  Cities  of  the  third  Rank,  one  of 
which  is  call'd  'tai  hing^  and  the  other  Htn  ping. 

In  the  Provinces  there  are  other  Cities,  whc3e  Tri*- 
bunals  arc  named  0«W,  and  their  Mandarins  have  the 
Tide  of  Ouei  cbeou  pei ;  and  thefe  are  Officers  of  War^ 
who  have  commonly  no  Jurifdiftion  out  of  the  City* 
There  are  another  Kind  in  the  Villages  j  and  thefe 
genially  take  Cognifance  of  nothing,  but  what  relates 
to  certain  Perfons  who  are  deftin'd  by  their  Rank  and 
iBirth  to  Oitices  of  State. 

All  thefe  Tribunals  depend  upon  a  Viceroy,  and 
four  othef  General  Officers,  who  are  his  Affiftants 
When  Occafion  requires  ;  as  for  Inftance,  in  C^uies  re* 
iating  to  the  Revenue  and  Civil  Matters,  the  Trea* ' 
fiirer-Gencral^  Or  Pou  tchingfe  is  concern'ds  if  it  be 
a  criminal  Affair  it  is  refer*d  to  the  Lieutenant-Cri* 
ininal j  Ngm  tcha  fe ;  if  it  regards  Offices,  Salt,  &c. 
they  have  recourfe  to  the  Ten  too ;  in  Ihort,  if  it  re- 
late to  Provifions  which  are  gathered  by  way  of  Tri* 
bute,  they  apply  to  the  Leang  tOi  But  befides  thefe 
Afiairs,  which  are  eflential  to  their  Tribunal,  the  Peo- 
ple may  have  recourfe  to4htm  in  Caufes  of  all  Kinds, 
becaufe  die  inferior  Courts  depend  upon  them,  and  they 
are  by  their  Office  hereditary  Counfellors  of  the  Vice* 
poy^  It  is  in  this  C^ality  that  they  are  oblig'd,  fe- 
ymil  tiities  in  a  MontR,  to  be  prefent  at  the  Tribunal 
of  this  chief  Mandarin,  where  they  are  to  declare  their 
Sentiments  ccmcefiilSg  the  priqcipai  Traniaftions  oi 
Ac  Province.  %    ^ 

As  the  Offiirers  in  the  Army  depend  in  fomc  fort 
on  die  Viceroy,  they  are  obliged,  under  great  PcnaU 
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ties,  to  give  notice  of  the  ledd  Commotions  among 
the  People,  which  happen  within  the  Bounds  of  their 
Diftria ;  by  which  means  it  comes  to  pafs,  that  al- 
moft  all  the-AfFairs  of  the  Government,  whether  Ci- 
vil, Criminal,  or  Military,  are  brought  before  his 
Tribunal  5  and  what  renders  him  ftill  more  confidera- 
ble,  is,  that  the  fupreme  Courts  at  Peking  do  not 
commonly  make  their  Decifions,  but  according  to  the 
Informations  given  by  him  5  and  they  almoft  always 
ratify  the  Sentence  which  he  has  pronounced  againft 
the  Mandarins,  which  he  in  a  manner  diiplaces  before* 
hand  by  taking  away  their  Seal. 

It  is  true,  that  the  Treafurer-Genef  al,  and  the  Lieu- 
tenant-Criminal, may  accufe  the  Governor  of  a  Pro- 
vince, but  they  feldom  put  it  in  Praftice,  becaufe  it 
would  prove  their  own  Deftrudtion  in  the  end.  And, 
indeed,  they  generally  agree  but  too  well,  in  wink- 
ing at  each  other's  bad  Condudl ;  if  ever  it  happens 
otherwile,  the  Fault  mufl  be  extremely  exorbitant,  or 
it  mufl  nearly  concern  their  own  private  Honour  and 
Repofe. 

The  publick  Cenfors  of  the  Empire  are  call'd  Co^ 
tao  yufcy  and  refide  at  Peking.  They  are  the  mofl 
dreaded  of  all  the  great  Mandarins,  becaufe  they  have 
the  Infpeftion  of  the  whole  Empire,  every  one  having 
his  particular  Province  afTign'd  him.  Thefe  Cenfors 
are  very  vigilant,  and  are  informed  by  their  Spies  of 
every  thing  that  pafles ;  and  it  is  by  their  Influence 
that  good  Order  is  preferv'd.  If  any  Mandarin  fails 
of  his  Duty  in  an  important  Affair,  wherein  the  Wel- 
fere  of  the  People  is  concerned,  and  the  Viceroy  ne- 
gledts  to  proceed  againil  them  immediately,  they  are 
obliged  to  pive. Information  to  the  Supreme  Courts, 
and  to  the  Emperor,  by  a  publick  Accufation,  even 
when  there  is  not  abfolute  Proof  of  what  they  advance ; 
and  if  they  are  the  firft  from  whom  the  Emperor  learns 
the  Diforder,  it  redounds  greatly  to  their  Honour ; 
but  if  they  are  guilty  of  any  Failure,  they  are  liable  to 
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be  reprimanded  by  the  Emperor,  and  even  to  be  rc- 
mov'd  fh)m  their  Office. 

The  Dread  of  thefe  publick  Cenfors,  chiefly  contri- 
butes to  the  Prefcrvation  of  Order,  and  the  ancient  Cu- 
ftoms  ;  and  prevents  the  Troubles  and  Commotions 
commonly  caufed  by  the  LoVe  of  Novelty,  to  which 
the  Vulgar  are  but  too  much  inclin'd.  That  which 
adds  to  their  Authority,  is,  that  if  they  are  ill-ufed, 
cither  by  the  Intrigues  of  the  Grandees,  or  by  the  Em- 
peror, who  fometimes  does  not  relilh  the  Advice  which 
their  Office  obliges  them  to  give  him,  the  whole  Peo- 
ple regard  them  as  the  Fathers  of  their  Country,  and 
Martyrs  for  the  Publick  Welfare. 

Caufes  are  generally  decided,  and  Sentence  given.  Common 
by  a  iingle  Mandarin,  who,  after  a  fhort  Procefs,  and  Punifo- 
JExaminati(Hi  of  both  Parties,  orders  the  Lofer  to  be  mtnt. 
baftinado*d,  either  for  carrying  on  an  unjuft  Profecu- 
tion,  or  maintaining  a  Caule  contrary  to  Equity.  The 
Baftinado  is  a  COMMON  PUNISHMENT 
for  the  meaner  People,  but  cannot  be  inflifted  upon  a 
Mandarin,  though  never  fo  inconfiderable,  till  he  is 
dq>riv'd  of  his  Office. 

The  next  Punifhment  to  this  is  a  Collar  made  of 
two  Pieces  of  Wood,  hoUow'd  in  the  middle,  and 
Imaller  or  greater,  according  to  the  Nature  of  the 
Crime;  this  is  put  on  the  Delinquent's  Neck,  and 
leal'd  with  the  Sell  of  the  Tribunal,  with  a  Piece  of 
Paper  denoting  the  Duration  of  the  Puniihment,  and 
the  Quality  of  the  Crime. 

Thefe  two  are  all  the  Punilhmcnts,  except  the  Pri* 
fon,  that  the  Cinnefe  Laws  permit  the  Mandarins  to  in- 
flift  on  Criminals :  They  may,  indeed,  condemn  to 
Exile,  but  their  Sentence  mull  be  examined  by  the  Su- 
preme Courts :  They  cannot  legally  put  any  to  Death ; 
but  in  Cafes  of  Sedition  and  Revolt,  the  Emperor 
gives  Authority  to  the  Xf^ng  tou^  and  fometimes  to  the 
Viceroy,  to  punilh  with  immediate  Death. 
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The  three  Capital  Punifhments  are.  Strangling,  Bc^ 
heading,  and  cutting  in  Pieces ;  this  laft  is  only  iin 
Aided  on  thofe  who  murder  their  Matters,  Rebels^ 
Traytors,  and  mercilefs  Robbers.  The  Punifhmemt 
for  ordinary  Crimes  which  deferve  Death,  is  Strange 
ling.  Beheading  is  the  fecond  Degree,  at  which  the 
Executioner  is  very  dexterous ;  not  a  Drop  of  Blood 
falls  on  the  Criminals  Habit,  who  on  the  Day  of  Ex-^ 
ccution  is  fure  to  be  well  drefs'd,  it  being  cuftomary 
for  his  Friends  and  Relations  to  affift  him  with  all  Ne- 
ceflaries  at  this  calamitous  Time.  Execution  is  not 
done  on  a  Scaffold,  but  on  the  Ground.  The  Soldieri 
'  are  commonly  made  ufe  of  for  this  purpofe  5  the  Emr 
ployment  is  not  accounted  fcandalous,  but  the  contra* 
ry,  if  they  aft  their  Part  well.  At  Peking  the  Exe* 
cutioner  accompanies  the  Criminal  to  the  Place  ap- 
pointed, and  is  diftinguilh'd  by  an  Apron  of  yellow? 
Silk,  which  is  the  Imperial  Colour ;  and  his  Cutlaft 
is  wrap'd  in  Silk  of  the  lame  kind,  to  fhew  that  he 
afts  by  the  Authority  of  the  Emperor,  that  the  Peo- 
ple may  pay  him  the  greater  Refpeft. 

It  muft  be  acknowledged,  that  in  the  Chinefe  Books; 
mention  is  made  of  Punifliments  of  other  kinds,  and 
much  more  cruel ;  but  it  muft  be  obfcrvy  at  the  fame 
time,  that  they  have  never  been  made  ufe  of,  but  by 
barbarous  Princes,  fuch  as  have  been  look'd  upon  a$ 
Tyrants  by  the  whole  Nation.  Juftice,  fay  they,  is 
neceflary,  but  not  Cruelty. 

Though  the  Power  of  the  Magiftrate  in  criminal 
Matters  is  thus  reftrain'd  by  the  Laws  -,  yet,  in  civil 
Caufcs,  it  may  in  a  manner  be  faid  to  beabfolute,,be-' 
caufe  all  Affairs  which  relate  to  private  Perfons  only^ 
are  judged  by  the  great  provincial  Officers,  without 
any  Appeal  to  the  fupreme  Courts  of  Peking. 

That  which  chiefly  employs  the  inferior  MandarinSi, 
whether  fchi  UheoUy  Tchi  bieny  or  Ouei  cheou  pet,  is 
the  gathering  of  Taxes,  for  to  them  this  Office  per- 
ibnally  belongs.     Though  the  Lands  in  every  Pro- 
vince 
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vince  are  mealured,  and  the  proportionable  Payment 
^juftcd,  according  to  the  Richnefs  of  the  Soil ;  yet, 
either  through  Poverty,  or  Avarice,  they  are  unwil- 
ling to  part  with  it,  till  they  are  fufficiently  harafs'd 
by  the  inferior  Officers,  If  thefe  Excifemen  are  re- 
proached for  their  Cruelty,  they  will  alledge  in  their 
own  Juftification,  that  if  they  do  not  carry  Matters  to 
the  utmoft  E^ptremity,  they  muft  receive  the  Baftinado 
for  Neglect  of  Duty ;  and  the  Mandarins  juftify  them^ 
fclves,  from  the  indifpenlable  Neceffity  they  are  under 
to  ad:  in  this  manner ;  for  if  they  fhould  fail  of  ma^ 
king  the  Returns  at  the  appointed  Time,  they  muft 
make  good  the  Deficiencies  out  of  their  own  proper 
Subftance,  for  fear  of  being  turn-d  out  of  their  Places, 
Jiowever,  this  has  not  hinder'd  feveral  Provinces  from 
running  greatly  in  Debt  to  the  Royal  Treafury,  which 
probably  they  will  never  be  able  to  pay.  But  to  reme-. 
dy  this  Inconvenience  for  the  future^  the  prefent  Em-^ 
peror  has  ordered,  that  henceforward  the  Proprietors 
of  the  Land,  and  not  the  Occupiers,  Ihall  pay  the 
Taxes, 

Befides  the  great  Mandarins  of  every  Province  alrea^ 
dy  mention'd,  there  is  one  ftill  more  confidergble,  cal-* 
led  ^Jbng  tou.  His  Jurifdiftion  extends  over  two  Pro* 
vinces,  unlefs  they  are  exceeding  large,  ^3  Hon  quango 
Cbenfi^  &c,  But  then  thefe  large  Provinces  aredi-. 
vided  into  two  Governments,  and  each  Government: 
has  its  proper  Viceroy,  How  far  his  Power  extenda 
over  the  Viceroy's,  is  determined  either  by  Law  or 
Cuflom,  for  his  Superiority  is  very  much  limited  i 
but  the  Decifion  of  Caufes  always  belongs  to  him,  if 
there  is  an  Appeal  %q  Jiim  from  cither  of  the  Provin-i 
cial  Governors. 

In  China  there  are  reckoned  173  Tribunals  or  Ju^ 
rifdiftions,  immediately  fubjedt  to  the  General  Offi- 
cers and  Governors  of  every  Province,  called  Fou  by 
the  Clnnefe.  There  ^re  1408  inferior  Tribunals,  or 
fubaltcrn  Jurifdi^ion^j  which  depend  immediately  on 


8  The  General  History  of 

^tTchiFou^  whereof  1 1 73  have  the  Title  of //;V;r, 
and  335  have  that  of  Tcbeou.  Thefe  latter  differ  a 
little  from  each  other;  the  greateft  Part  have  no  Ju- 
rifdiftion  over  the  Hien ;  and  others  have  a  Jurifdic- 
tion  over  one,  two,  and  fometimes  four  Hien^  almoft 
equal  to  that  of  the  T^chifoii ;  and  there  are  feveral  of 
them  which  have  no  Dependance  on  the  T*cbtfou^  but 
owe  their  Authority  immediately  to  the  Viceroy. 
Nature  of  T  H  E  R  E  is  no  Part  of  China  that  can  properly 
the  Soil,  be  faid  to  be  barren ;  and  fome  Parts  are  naturally 
fo  fruitful,  that  they  yield  a  Crop  twice  in  a  Year ; 
and  others  again  owe  their  Fruitfulnefs  to  the  inde- 
fatigable Toil  of  the  Husbandmen. 

But  as  the  Quantity  of  Land  proper  to  be  cultiva- 
ted, is  not  very  great  in  feveral  mountainous  Provinces, 
it  is  no  wonder  that  thofe  which  are  more  fruitful, 
fhould  fcarcely  be  fufficient  for  the  Maintenance  of 
fuch  a  Multitude  of  Inhabitants.  The  mountainous 
Provinces  are  Tun  nan^  Koei  tcbeou^  Se  tchuen  and 
Fo  kien  ;  as  alfo  the  Weft  of  ^che  Kiangi  and  the  in- 
land Parts  of  ^ang  tong  2ind  ^ang  ft.  The  Pro- 
vince of  Kiang  nan  has  all  the  great  Diftrift  of  Hod 
tcheou^  full  of  exceeding  high  Mountains,  and  al- 
moft uninhabitable.  It  is  alfo  the  fame  with  refped: 
to  three  Parts  in  four  of  the  Provinces  of  Chen  ft  and 
Chan  ft. 

Near  the  great  River  of  Kiang  ft  is  fituate  the  moft 
beautiful  Part  of  the  whole  Empire ;  nothing  can  be 
more  delightful  than  thofe  fpacious  Plains,  which  are 
fo  fmooth  and  level,  that  they  feem  to  be  the  Effed 
of  Art  rather  than  Nature.  They  abound  with  Ci- 
ties and  large  Villages,  which  have  the  Advantage  of 
an  infinite  Number  of  Canals,  whofe  Water  *is 
clear  and  excellent,  and  the  Navigation  on  them 
fafe  and  pleafant.'  Nor  is  it  a  fmall  Addition  to  the 
Pleafure,  to  behold  the  vaft  Variety  of  ftately  Barks, 
which  are  continually  paffmg  backward  and  forward. 
The  Field3  are  cultivated  with  a  Care  and  Labour^  of 
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iirhich  none  but  thejE*i»^  are  capable  ;'  and  they  are 
kb  fruitful  withal,  that  in  feveral  Places  they  yield 
Jlicfc' twice  a  Year,  and  firequently  Wheat  and  other 
Grain  between  the  two  Crops,    '    .. 

IF  the  Chinefe  were  as  careful  in  cohivating  xh^ FntU-freeM 
Ttuit-Trees,  as  we  gefterally  are  in  Eurcpe^ihcy  would 
iiave  Plenty  of  almoft  all  Kinds,  the  only  difference 
w«)uld  be  the  want  of  Variety  of  each  diftinft  Sort ; 
.as  for  Inflance,  they  have  but  three  or  four  kinds  of 
•  Apples,  feven  or  eight  of  Pears,  as  many  of  Peaches, 
ami  none  of  Cherries  but  what  are  very  indifferent. 

But  what  makes  amends  for  this  Defeft  is,  that  they 
have  leveril  excellent  Fruits  to  which  we  are  Stran* 
gers  -,  particularly  one  which  they  call  Tfe  tfe,  and 
the  Portuguefe J  Figs,  becaufe  when  it  is  dried  it  be- 
comes niealy  and  fweet  like  a  Fig.     TheTjhecd  'qn 
.  which  they  grow,    when  grafted  become  very  chlrnl- 
[  ing  to  the  Eye  ;  they  are  as  tall,  and  fpread  about  is 
jtmudi  as  a  middle-fizM  Walnut-Tree  :   The  Leav^ 
;  are  large,,  and  of  a  lively  Green,   which  change  m 
'the  Autumn  to  an  agreeable  Red.     The  Fruit  is  a- 
bout  the  bignefs  of  a  handfome  Apple,  and  their  Co* 
lour,  when  ripe,,  is  a  bright  Yellow. 

In  the  Southern  Provinces  there  grow  other  Fruits, 
i  which  are  ftill  in  greater  efteem  among  the  Natives  4 
for,  ibefides  Oranges  of  feveral  Sorts,  Lemons,  Q- 
trons,  which  were  many  Years  ago  brought  into  Eu^ 
rcp^^  we  meet  with  two  feveral  Kinds  which  are  uh- 
fcnown  among  us.  That  which  they  call  Li  Ubi  is 
about  the  Size  of  a  Date,  The  Stone  is  equally  long 
f^  "and  hard,  it  is  coverM  with  a  foft  Pulp,  full  of  Moi- 
fture,  and  of  an  excellent  Tafle ;  when  dry'd,  it  lofes 
a  great  Part  of  its  fine  Flavour,  and  becomes  black 
and  wrinkled  like  ^ur  ordinary  Prunes.  The  Rind 
butwardiy  refembles  Shagreen,  but  is  fmooth  within ; 
the  Figure  is  nearly  oval. '  . 

The  other  Kind  has  the  N^mt.ot  Long-yen,  thtit 
is  tOly,  the  Dragon'is  Eye  -,  th?  Shape  is  round,  tike 
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Rind  ydlowifli,  the  Pulp  white,  moift,  and  inclina* 
blc  to  the  Acid,  It  is  pretended  that  this  is  not  €o 
^rceable  as  the  foriner,  but  it  is  more  wholcfomc, 
for  it  never  occafions  any  Diforder. 

The  Teou  znd  ^ang-lau  are  ordinary  Fruits,  and 
jioc  worth  infilling  on  in  particular,  However,  the 
way  of  gathering  the  latter,  which  are  a  Kind  of 
Olive,  is  worthy  Obfervation,  Before  they  are  quite 
ripe,  and  yet  are  in  a  Condition  proper  for  Eating, 
jnftead  of  beating  them  down  with  long  Poles,  which 
is  the  Cuttom  in  other  Places,  they  make  a  Hole  in 
the  Body  of  the  Tree,  in  which  they  put  Salt,  and 
then  ftop  it  up ;  by  this  means,  in  a  few  Pays  time, 
the  Olives  fall  from  the  Tree  of  themfelves. 

Among  other  Trees,  there  are  two  which  ougltt 
not  to  be  omitted,  for  befides  their  Singularity,  they 
?tfc  ufefol  at  Meals,  The  one  produces  a  kind  of 
Pepper,  called  Hoa  tfiao  \  it  is  the  Rind  of  a  Berry 
;is  big  as  a  Pea ;  the  Kernel  is  too  hot  and  biting  to 
be  made  ufe  of  \  the  Colour  of  it  is  Gray  mingled 
with  Streaks  of  Red.  It  is  not  fo  pungent  nor  agree-r 
;J>le  to  the  Tafte  as;  Pepper,  j^nd  coniequently  is  only 
ufed  by  the  meaner  People,  The  Plant  that  produces 
jt  in  fome  places  is  a  thick  Bufh  \  in^  others  a  Tree 
of  moderate  Height. 

The  other  Tree  produces  Peas, .  The  Shape,  Co- 
lour, Shell  and  Tafte  are  extremely  like  our  ordinary 
Peas.  This  Tree  is  common  enough  in  fcveral  Pro-; 
vinces,  and  for  Tallnefs,  fprcading  ^r^^nphes  and 
Thicknefs,  gives  place  to  very  few. 

But  among  Trees  which  claim  the  Attention  of  the 
Publick,  and  which  are  moft  likely  to  raife  tl^e  Envy 
pf  the  Europmns^  are  the  Four  that  follow. 

The  Firft  is  the  Varnifli-Tree  [Tfi^cb^],  Its  Size  is 
very  mean,  its  Bark  whitifh,  its  L^f  refembles  that 
of  the  wrld  Cherry -rTree.  The  Gum,  which  diftils 
Drop  by  Drop,  is  like  the  Tears  of  the  Turpentinc-i 
^ree.    I;  yields  a  greater  Quantity  of  ^Liquor  if  an 
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Inciiion  be  made  in  it  ^  but  then  it  foon  deftroys  the 
Tree. 

This  Vamifh  is  conftandy  ufed,and  grcariy  efteem'd 
by  the  Artificers ;  it  takes  all  Colours  alike,  and  if 
it  be  well  managed,  neither  lofes  its  Luftre  by  the 
Changes  of  the  Air,  nor  the  Age  of  the  Wood  to 
which  it  is  apply'd. 

The  Second  Tree  is  Tong-chuj  from  which  a  Li- 
quor is  gain'd  not  much  differing  from  Varnifh.  It 
refcmbles  a  Walnut^Trec  fo  nearly,  that  many  have 
been  deceived  by  it.  The  Nut  is  fall  of  a  thickifli 
Oil  mix*d  with  an  oily  Pulp,  which  they  take  Care 
fo  fqueeze,  otherwife  they  would  lofe  ^  great  Part 
of  the  Liquor.  This,  as  well  as  the  Varnifh,  is  fup* 
pofed  to  have  a  Poifonous  Quality.  To  make  it  fit 
ioY  Ufe,  they  boil  it  with  Litharge,  and  may  mix  it 
with  any  Colour  at  Pleafure,  It  is  often  ufed  of  ilj 
lelf  to  varnifh  Wood,  which  preferves  it  from  the 
bad  Efledis  of  Rain  •,  as  alfo  to  give  a  Luflre  to  the 
Floors  of  the  Emperor's  Apartments,  and  thofe  of  th« 
Grandees, 

The  Third  remarkable  Tree  is  the  Callow-Tree^. 
It  is  as  high  as  a  large  Cherry-Tree  j  the  Fruit  is 
contained  in  a  Rind,  which,  when  ripe,  opens  in  the 
Middle  like  a  Chefnut :  It  confifls  of  white  Kernels 
of  the  Size  of  a  hafel  Nut,  whofe  Pulp  has  the  Proper-, 
ties  of  Tallow,  and  pif  which  Candles  are  accordingly 
made. 

The  Fourth  is  the  mofl  uncommon  of  all ;  it  it 
caird  Pe-la-cbuy  that  is,  the  White-r Wax-Tree,  k 
is  not  fb  tall  as  the  TallowrTree,  from  which  it  alfo 
4iflers  in  the  Colour  of  the  B^rk,  which  is  whitifh,  and 
in  the  Shape  of  the  Leaves,  which  are  longer  than 
they  are  broad.  A  little  kind  of  Worm  fixes  it'  felf 
to  the  Leaves,  and-  forms  a  fort  of  Comb  much  fmal* 
kr  than  a  Honey-comb.  The  Wax  of  this*  is  very 
hard  and  ihining,  and  of  far  gr^tef  Value  than  theii 
^ommon  ©ee^-Wax. 
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To  the  Number  of  ufeful  Trees  may  be  added  the 
Reed,  or  hollow  Cane,  commonly  called  a  Bamboo.  It 
generally  grows  to  thq  Height  of  an  ordinary  Tree^ 
and  though  it  is  knotty  and  hollow,  it  is  exceeding 
hard,  and  will  fuftain  a  great  Weight,  and  is  there- 
fore in  fome  Places  ufed  in  Building.  It  will  admit 
of  being  divided  into  very  fmall  Splinters  or  Strings, 
of  which  they  make  Boxes,  Baskets,  and  other  cu- 
rious Works. 

When  it  is  broken  in  Pieces,  grown  rotten,  and 
boiled  in  Water  till  it  is  reduced  into  a  kind  of  Pafte, 
it  ferves  to  make  Paper  of  different  Kinds.  It  is  alfo 
made  ufe  of  for  Pipes  to  convey  Water,  and  indeed 
for  fo  many  other  Purpofes,  that  it  would  be  tedious 
to  ''mention  them. 

They  have  mod  Kinds  of  Wood  that  are  to  be 
found  in  Europe  -,  but  that  of  greateft  Efteem  among 
them  is  called  Nan  man.  The  ancient  Palaces  of  the 
Emperors  have  the  Windows,  Gates,  Beams,  and 
Pillars  of  this  Wood.  The  Natives  imagine  it  will 
never  decay,  and  confequently  that  whatever  is 
formed  with  it  will  laft  for  ever.  Some  have  fup- 
poled  it  to  be  a  kind  of  Cedar,  but  the  Leaves  arc 
not  at  all  like  it.  It  is  a  very  tall  Tree,  and  the  Bo- 
dy of  it  is  very  ftrait. 

But  no  Kind  of  Wood,  for  Beauty,  can  equal  the 
-JJi'tam :  It  is  of  a  Reddifli  Black,  and  full  erf*  fine 
Veins,  which  fcem  painted.  It  is  very  proper  for 
Cabinets,  and  the  very  fineft  Sort  of  Joyners  Work  ; 
and  whatever  is  made  of  it  is  in  great  Efteem, 

With  refpcdt  to  Strength  and  Firmnefs,  the  Iron-- 
wood  gives  Place  to  none.  The  Tree  is  as  tall  as  our 
large  Oaks^  but  differs  from  it  in  the  Thicknefs  of 
the  Trunk,  the  Shape  of  the  Leaf,  the  Colour  of  the 
Wood,  which  is  darker,  and  more  efpecially  in  the 
Weight.  The  Anchors  of  their  Ships  of  War  are 
made  of  this  Wood,  and  the  Emperor's  Officers 
pretend  that  they  are  preferable '  to  thofe  made  of 
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of  Iron  -,   but   in    this   they   muft    needs    be  mif- 
taken. 

AMONG  Shrubs,    that  of  TEA  ought  to  \xDijhtMt 
placed  in  the  firft  Rank.    The  Name  of  Tea  is  cfc-  ^'^^^  ^ 
rived  to  us  from  the  corrupt  Pronunciation  of  two  '^^^ 
Cities  in  the  Province  of  Fo  kien  j  in  the  reft  of  the 
Empire  it  is  called  Tcha. 

They  diftinguilh  it  into  Four  different  Sorts.  The 
Firft  has  the  Name  of  Song  lo  tcba ;  it  grows  upon  a 
Mountain  of  Kiat^  nan^  in  the  Lat.  of  29  Deg.  58 
Min.  30.  Sec.  which  is  covered  over  with  thefe  Shrubs. 
This  is  the  fame  as  is  called  Green  Tea  among  fis.  It 
is  planted  much  in  the  fame  Manner  as  Vines,  whofe 
Growth  is  prevented,  otherwife  it  would  run  up  to 
fcven  or  eight  Foot  in  Height.  In  the  Space  of  four  or 
five  Years  it  muft  be  planted  a-new,  or  clfe  the  Leaf 
will  become  thick,  hard  and  rough.  The  Flower  is 
white,  and  in  the  Shape  of  a  Rofe,  compofed  of  five 
Leaves.  In  the  Autumn  when  the  Flower  is  gone, 
there  appears  a  Berry  in  the  Shape  of  a  Nut,  a  little 
'  moift,  and  of  no  bad  Tafte. 
.  What  I  have  feid  of  the  Height  of  thefe  Shrubs, 
muft  be  underftood  of  thofe  which  grow  in  the  afore- 
laid  Province,  for  in  other  Places  they  fuffer  them  to 
grow  to  then*  natural  Height,  which  often  reaches  to 
ten  or  twelve  Foot  :  For  this  Reafbn,  while  the 
Branches  are  young  and  tender,  fhey  caufe  them  to 
bend  downward,  that  they  may  gather  the  Leaves 
with  greater  Eafe.  The  Song  lo  tchuy  or  Green  Tea 
aJ;)ovemention*d,  prefcrv*d  feveral  Years  is  an  excel- 
lent Remedy  againft  many  Diftempers. 

Another  kind  of  Tea,  [Vou  y  tcba^l  gjjPws  in  the 
Province  of  Fo  kien^  and  takes  it  Name^^m  a  fa- 
mous Mountain  therein.  This  Mountain,  according 
to  an  Obfervation  made  upon  the  Spot,  lies  in  27^ 
47'.  38".  of  North  Latitude.  It  is  me  moft  famous 
in  all  the  Province  i  there  are  in  it  a  great  Num- 
ber 
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feer  of  Temples,  Hou&s,  and  Hermkagcs  of  the  Bon» 
zeSy  which  attradt  a  great  Concourfe  of  People^ 
With  a  Defign  to  make  this  Mountain  pafs  for  the 

.  Abode  of  fuperiour  Beings,  they  have  conveyed  Barks^ 
Chariots,  and  other  Things  of  the  fame  kind^  into 
the  Clefts  of  the  fteepeft  Rocks,  all  along  the  Side 
of  a  Rivulet  that  divides  it  in  two :  Infomuch  that 
thefe  fentaftical  Ornaments  are  look'd  upon  by  the 
Vulgar  as  a  real  Prodigy^  for  they  fuppofe  that  it 
muft  be  ft  Power  more  than  Human,  that  has  fix'd 

•  them  in  thefc  inacceffible  Places^ 

The  Soil  of  this  Mountain  that  produces  this  Plant 
is  lights  whitiih  and  fandy.  The  only  difference  be- 
twecn-  this  Tea  and  the  former,  is,  that  the  Leaves  of 
tbe  former  are  more  long  and  fharp  pointed,  the  De^ 
Go&ion  of  it  is  Green,  and  Experience  difcovers  it  to 
he  mtich  more  raking.  On  the  contrary,  the  Leaves 
of  the  Latter  are  fhort,  and  more  round,  of  a  Colour 
a  little  Bladcifhi  and  yield  a  Yellow  Tinfture  -,  the 
Tafkc  is  very  fmooth,  and  the  Decodion  inofienfive 
to  the  weakeft  Stomach.  For  thk  Reafon  this  Tea  i^ 
the  moft  fought  after,  and  ufed  by  the  whole  Empire. 
'  However  k  muft  be  obferved  that  of  this  Kind  there' 
are  three  Sorts. 

The  Firft  is  the  tender  Leaf  of  the  Shrub  ^hai 
newly  Planted ;  this  is  feldom  expofed  to  Sale,  but 
fcrves  to  make  Prefents  of,  and  to  fend  to  the  Empe-' 
ror.  '  It  is  a  kind  of  Imperial  Tea^  and  is  valued  at 
about  two  Shillings  a  Pound  of  our  Money,  The 
Second  conlifts  of  Leaves  of  a  fenfible  Growth,  an4 
this  is  counted  a  very  good  Sort^  The  remaining" 
Leaves  af^Aifiered  to  come  to  their  full  Bignefs, 
which  maHs  the  Third  Kind,  and  is  exceeding 
Cheap,  They  make  ftill  another  Sort  of  the  Flower 
itfdf^  but  thofe  who  would  have  it,  muft  befpeak  k 
beforehand,  and  purchafe  it  at  an  exceffive  Price.  Not- 
withftanding  which  k  makes  a  very  infipid  Tea,  and 
is  Clever  ufed  at  the  Emperor's  Court* 

There 


There  are  feveral  other  Teas,  which  are  very  littfe 
different  from  the  two  Principal  Kinds,  but  what  is 
owing  to  the  Nature  of  the  Soil  in  which  they  zx^ 
planted.  And  there  are  feveral  Plants  to  which 
they  give  the  Name  of  Tea,  which  are  nothing 
like  it.  However  there  is  a  Third  principal  Sort^ 
of  which  we  can  give  but  an  imperfeft  Account, 
becaufc  Strangers  are  not  permitted  to  enter  the 
Place  where  it  grows.  It  is  called  Pou  eul  tcba^ 
from  the  Village  Pou  eul  in  the  Province  oiTun  nan. 
Thofe  who  have  been  at  the  Foot  of  the  Mountain-^ 
inform  us  that  this  Shrub  is  tall  and  bufhy,  planted 
without  Regularity,  and  grows  without  Cultivation^ 
The  Leaves  are  more  long  and  thick  than  thofe  of 
die  two  former  Kinds  ;  they  rell  them  up  into  a  kind 
of  Balls,  and  fell  diem  ;at  a  good  Price*  The  Tafte 
is  fmooth,  but  not  very  agreeable ;  when  it  is  made 
Ufe  of  in  the  ordinary  manner,  it  yields  a  reddifh 
Tinfture*  The  Chinefe  Phyficiaiis  account  it  very  Sa- 
lutary, and  a  certain  Remedy  for  the  Colick  and 
Fluxes,  arid  alfo  very  good  to  procure  an  Appetite. 

There  is  another  Tree  which  bears  a  Fruit,  from 
whence  is  drawi  an  Excellent  Oil,  perhaps  while 
frefli,  the  beft  in  all  the  Empire.  This  Tree  has  fomc 
diftant  Refemblance  to  the  Fouy  Uba,  wkh  Refpeft 
to  the  Shape  of  the  Leaf  and  the  Colour  of  the 
Wood,  but  exceeds  it  very  much  in  Height  and 
in  Thicknefs.  They  grow  naturally  on  the  Sides  of 
Hills  and  in  Stony  Valleys.  The  Berries  are  Green, 
and  of  an  irregular  Figure,  they  contain  feveral  Ker* 
nels  or  Stones  of  no  very  hard  Confiftence. 
,  The  flowering  Trees  and  Shrubs  are  very  nume- 
rous in  every  Province.  Some  of  the  Flowers  refemblc 
Tulips,  others  are  like  Rofes,  which,  intermixed 
Withthe  Green  Leaves,  make  a  beautiful  Appearance. 

Among  the  Shrubs  there  are  but  three  or  four 
Kinds  that  bear  odoriferous  Flowers  5  of  thefe  the 
double  Jeflaminc-Trcc  [Ma  /*  hoa}^  is  the  moft  agree** 
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able.  In  the.  South  it  attains  a  mcxlerate  Height,  but 
in  the  North  it  is  no  more  than  fix  Foot  high,  tho*  it 
be  kept  in  the  Green-Houfe  all  the  Winter.  The 
Flower  in  all  things  refembles  a  double  Jeffamine, 
but  the  Leaf  is  entirely  different,  and  comes  pretty 
near  that  of  a  young  Citron-Tree. 

The  Tree  which  produces  the  Flowers  cal?d  Kuey 
boaj  is  very  common  in  the  Southern  Provinces,  but 
is  rarely  found  in  the  Northern.  The  Flowers  are 
fmall,  of  various  Colours,  and  have  a  charming  Scent. 
The  Leaves  are  not  unlike  thofe  of  a  Bay-Tree. 

There  is  yet  another  Species  of  thefe  Plants,  pro- 
per to  the  maritime  Provinces  ;  it  bears  the  Flower 
called  Lun  boa.  It  is  not  fo  agreeable  to  the  Sight, 
being  of  a  dusky  Yellow  as  the  former,  but  the 
Scent  of  it  is  the  moft  delicious  of  all. 

There  is  a  Shrub,  not  odoriferous,  which  bears  a 
white  Flower  as  large  as  a  double  or  triple  Rofe.  The 
Calix,  or  Cuf),  becornes  afterwards  a  Fruit  of  the 
Shape  of  a  Peach,  but  the  Tafte  is  altogether  infipid. 
In  its  Cells  it  has  feveral  Pippins,  or  Seeds,  covered 
with  a  blackifli  Skin,  of  a  pretty  firm  Confiftence. 

The  Pionys  of  China  are  more  beautiful,  and  have 
an  agreeable  Smell,  but  the  refl  of  their  Garden- 
Flowers  are  no  way  comparable  to  oufs. 

The  meaner  Sort,  who  live  upon  little  elfe  befides 
Vegetables,  are  very  careful  in  the  cultivation  of  their 
Kitchen-Gardens  j  as  foon  as  one  thing  is  off  the 
Ground,  another  is  immediately  fown  or  planted,  in- 
ibmuch  that  the  Earth  is  never  fuffer'd  to  lie  ftill. 

Among  the  Pot-Herbs  which  we  have  not,  there 
is  none  that  deferves  any  Notice  but  the  Pe  tfai,  and  n 
this  indeed  is  both  ufcful  and  excellent.  It  has  been 
taken  for  a  kind  o(  Roman  Lettice,  but  is  like  it  in 
nothing  but  the  firft  Leaves ;  the  Seed,  Flower,  Tafte, 
and  Height  being  intirely  different.  The  Quantities 
that  are  fown  of  it  are  almoft  incredible.  In  the 
Months  of  O£fohr  and  November  the  nine  Gates  of 
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Peking  are  embatraffed;  \rtth  the  Waggons  that  are 
Joaded  with  it.  They  prcferve  it  with  &ltj  or  pickJe 
it,  and  fo  mix  it  with  their  Rice^  to  which  it  gives 
a  Relifh. 

The  Medicinal  Herbs,  in  fo  large  an  Empire^  are. 
doubtlefs  very  nynaeroqsj  but  I  fhall  only  take  notice       ^ 
of  the  moft  Remarkable  apd  the  moft  Valuable. 

Rhubarb  grows  in  great  abundance,  not  only  in  the 
Province  o{  Se  tchuen^  but  alfo  in  the  Mountains  of 
Cbenfu  The  Flowers  refemble  Tufts  in  the  ihape  of 
a  Bell,  jagged  at  the  Ends  V  the  Leaves  are  long,  and 
rough  to  the  Touch.  .The  Ropt  is  whitiQi  within, 
while  frefli,;  but^^heh  drycd  it  aflumes  the  Colour  it 
has  whm  it  comes  to  -us. 

TbePiJfint  that  fome  Authors  call  Radi:^  xinuy  and  the 
NatiVcg'JR?«  ling^  is  of  all  the  moft  madeufe  of  by  the 
Cbinefe  Phyficians.     It  >  found' iii  greateil  Plenty  ia 
Se  tchuen ;  its  Leaves,  which  are  long  and.  narroWi 
upon  the  Ground,  ,.The  Root  when  full  grown 
'  ick,  and,  i(;  the  Natives  are  to  be  believed^ 
iiiics  the  Cirqumferpnte  of  an  Infant's  Head, 
[whether  it  begceat  or  fmaJl.,  this  is  certain  tha^ 
iqn^  in  a  kind  of  Pod  a  white  Pirl|),  a  little 
^fj^^  vifcous.    ^^       is  a  wild    Sort,  of  this 
Plant  in  :fcyeral  Parts  of  the  Qpuntry,  which  alfo  is 
much  ufetl,  and  is  fold  at  a  much  lower  Rate.    Some 
of  the«  I^i|J|onaries,  who  are  Natives  of  that  Part  of 
Frime  where  Truffles  are  pljenty,  affirm    that '  th? 
Wg-is  a  kind  of  Truffle.'    The  goold  EfFefts  of 
iPlant  are  not  to  be  doubted  of,  after  the  Expe- 
f  fo  great  a  Nation  \  yet  it  is  har4  to  fay  fpr 
Pcfnper  it  is  ^  mofl:   proper,  becaufc,   like  a 
Panacea^  it  is  prefcribed  in  almoft  all. 
.    The  Root  of  the  Plant  which  is  called  Fenfe^  I91 
not  f©  commonly  ufed,  but  is  much  dearer ;    it  is 
even  fcarce  in  the  Province  o{  Se  tchuen  where  it 
grows,   between  29  and  30  Degrees  of  Latitude  \ 
it  is   of  a  warm  Nature,    and  is  looked  upon  as 
Vql.  I.  *  C  an 
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an  excellent  Remedy  for  all  Difeafes  arifkig  from 
cold  Hurtiours,  as  alfo  for  all  kinds  of  Obftruftioft*. 
Its  Shape  is  fmgular,  it  is  femicircular  on  one  Side> 
and  alnioft  flat  on  the  other.  The  flat  Side  is  fix'd  to 
Ae  Earth  by  feveral  Filaments,  and  from  the  half 
Round  arife  feveral  different  Sterns^  each  of  which 
grows  up  in  the  Form  of  a  Nofegay .  Nothing  but 
X     the  Root  is  of  any  Value. 

Ti  hoang  is  another  Root  of  a  very  beautiful  ttfcsuit, 
which  grows  in  greateft  Plenty  in  the  N(«h  of  dtc 
Province  oi  Ho  nan^  in  35^,  6'.  of  Lat.  At  firft  Sight 
one  would  take  it  for  a  ioft  of  Liquorifh,  with  a  le- 
guminous Flower,  and  a  cnx)ked  Pod ;  but  whttl 
one  examines  the  Leaves,  the  Seeds  and  the  Tafte,  k 
is  a^  hard  matter  to  decide  among  what  Species  it 
ought  to  be  placed.  It  is  very  much  ufcd  to  fortify 
and  to  reftore  by  little  and  little  the  Decays  of 
.    Strength. 

But  of  all  the  Plants  of  which  we  have  fooken,  n^xt 
to  the  Ginfengj  none  is  fo  precious  as  tfce  San  tfi  % 
they  atmbute  aJmoft  the  fame  Virtues  to  the  one  as  to 
the  other,  only  the  latter  is  accounted  the  more  effi- 
cacious in  Womens  Diforders,  and  Hemorrhagics  of 
all  Sorts.  It  is  not  at  all  like  the  Gin-feng  in  Shape. 
This  grows  in  the  Province  of  Siuat^  fi^  and  is  to  bft 
found  only  on  the  Tops  of  high  fteeJp  Mountains. 

A  kind  of  Goat  of  a  grcyifli  Colour  is  very  fond 
of  feeding  upon  this  Plant,  infomuch  that  they  inia* 
gine  the  clood  of  this  Animal  is  endowed  with  the 
fame  medicinal  Properties.  It  is  certain  that  the  Blood 
of  thefe  Goats  has  furprizing  Succefs  againft  the  In* 
juries  received  by  Falls  from  Horfe?,  and  other  Acci- 
dents of  the  fame  kind.  This  the  Miffionaries  havfc 
had  Experience  of  feveral  times.  One  of  their  Ser- 
vants that  was  thrown  by  a  vitious  Horfc,  and  who 
lay  fome  Time  without  Speech  or  Motion,  was  fo 
foon  recovered  by  this  Remedy,  that  the  next  Day 
ht  was  able  to  purfue  his  Journey. 

It 


It  mul!t  not  bfe  forgotteh  that  this  Potion  is  reckoned 
I  Spccifick  againft  Ae  Small  Pox.  Inftances  of  its 
Succefi  are  frequent.  The  black  and  tainted  Puftules 
become  of  a  finfe  Red,  as  foon.as  the  Patient  has  takea 
the  Remedy^  For  thii  Reafon  it  is  prelcribed  in  fe* 
Vttal  Diford^s,  which  are  fuppbfed  to  arife  from  bad 
Qualities  iri  the  Blood.  iThe  worft  Circumftance  is^ 
that  it  is  dear  and  not  eafy  to  be  had*  and  feldom 
fitc  fix)m  AdaltefTition.  In  the  Experiments  above  • 
todrfioned,  thte  Bltxxl  of  a  Goat  was  made  ufe  of  that 
had  been  taken  by  the  Hunters. 

In  tht  Prot'ince  of  Tun  nan  are  found  the  Trees 
Which  bear  the  Cafftajifiula ;  they  are  pretty  tall,  arwl 
the  Pods  are  longer  than  thofe  which  we  lee  in  £«* 
t^e ;  they  are  not  compofed  of  two  convex  Shells 
like  thofe  Plants  of  the  Leguminous  kind,  but  are  a 
fort  of  hoHow  Pipes,  divided  by  Partkions  into  Cells, 
whfch  contain  a  foft  Subftance  no  Way  differing  fhnn 
tht  Caffia  ma^dc  ufe  of  by  us. 

I  Ihall  foifecar  to  fpeak  of  the  Betdl-^reey  though 
Ufeful  againft  maAy  Diforders^and  feveral  other  Trees 
Which  grow  i^l  mbft  Parts  of  the  Indies^  luch  as  the 
Banana-Tree^  the  Coton-Tree,  and  the  Mange-Tree^ 
As  alfo  cif  the  And^aes^  and  feveral  other  Plants,  be- 
caiife  they  are  commonly  fouhd  in  the  Defcription  df 
thbfe  Cbfuhtrtes. 

We  ftall  oAly  pbTer^e  that  the  Cbinefe  Cinnamon 
grows  inth^  l^rift  of  SJfw  tcbeoufoUy  of  the  Province 
of^an^fi.  Jt  is  even  in  CHka  in  lefs  Efteem  than 
tfet  which  is  itrip6r«:d.  Its  Colour  is  more  inclined 
to  die  Grey  than  Red,  Which  is  the  Colour  of  die 
good  Cihnatnon  of  dyhn ;  it  is  alfo  thicker,  more 
Jough,  and  not  fo  well  fcented.  However  it  has  cer- 
tainly the  Qualities  of  Cinnamon,  tho*  in  a  lefs  Ete- 
^ee  -,  which  is  fufficiendy  confirmed  by  Experience. 

It  is  not  yet  time  to  ^ak  of  the  Simples  and 

jtinigs  made  ufe  of  by  the  Artificers  of  China^  this 

will  be  more  proper  in  the  Natural  Hiftory.  How- 
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ever  I  fhall  juft  mention  the  Plant  called  Tten  or 
Tten-boa.  It  is  very  common,  and  greatly  ufed.  When 
it  is  macerated  in  Water,  and  prepared  in  large  Tubs, 
it  yields  a  Blue  Colpyr  ferviceable  to  the  Dyers. 
That  of  Fo  kien  gives  a  finer  Tinfture,  and  is  in 
greater  Efteem  for  a  fort  of  Painting  which  they 
name  T'an-mei. 

They  employ  little  elfe  but  the  Juices  of  Flowers 
and  Herbs,  to  Paint  all  kinds  of  Flowers  and  Figures 
upon  Sattin  and  Sattin-TafFetaes,  of  which  they  make 
their  Garments  and  various  Sorts  of  Furniture.  Theft 
Colours,  which  penetrate  the  Subftance,  never  fade. 
They  feem  to  be  artfully  Woven  in,  though  they 
are  only  Painted  in  a  flight  Manner. 
Jnimals.  W  E  have  not  been  able  to  gain  an  exad  Knowledge 
of  fome  extraordinary  Animals,  which  are  faid  to  be 
found  in  the  Mountains  ;  and  what  they  relate  of  Ibme 
in  particular  is  fo  extra  vagant,that  it  is  unworthy  of  the 
Attention  of  the  Publick.  That  which  they  con- 
ftantly  affirm  of  the  Animal  Sin  Jin ^  makes  one  think 
it  is  a  kind  of  an  Ape.  They  fay  that  it  is  the  Siae 
of  a .  Man,  and  refembles  Mankind  in  almoft  all  its 
Aftions. 

There  is  another  which  they  call  Gin-htung^  that 
is,  a  Man-Bear^  which  muft  be  only  underftood  of  the 
extraordinary  Bignefs  of  that  kind  6f  Bears  compared 
with  Man.  In  like  manner  Ma4ou\  a  Stag-Horfe^ 
is  only  a  kind  of  Stag  as  high  ^s  the  little  Horfcs 
of  Se  tchuen  and  Tun  nan. 

But  that  which  is  related  in  their  Books  of  the 
Horfe-Ttger^  ought  to  be  lool^'d  upon  as  all  fabu- 
lous. He  does  not  differ,  fay  they,  in  any  thing 
from  a  Horfe,  but  in  his  Scales  wherewith  he  is  co- 
vered, and  by  his  Claws,  which  refemble  a  Tiger's  ; 
but  more  efpecially  by  his  fanguinary  Difpofition, 
which  makes  him  leave/ the  Water  in  the  Spring- 
Seafon,  to  devour  both  Man  and  Beaft, 

That 
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That  which  is  related  of  the  Musk-Deer^  [Hiang 
tchangfe]  is  agreeable  to  Truth ;  for  this  Animal  is 
not  vcry'uncommon.  It  is  a  kind  of  a  Deer  without 
Horns,  with  Hair  of  a  blackilh  Colour.  The  Musk- 
bag  is  compofed  of  a  very  thin  Skin,  covered  with 
Hair  extremely  fine.  The  Flelh  is  good  to  eat,  and 
is  even  fcrved  up  at  the  belt  fables.  There  will  be 
occafipn  to  (peak  of  it  hereafter. 

In  the  Southern  Provinces  there  are  Parrots  of  all 
Sorts,  exaftly  refembling  thofc  brought  from  j/meri^ 
ca.  They  have  the  fame  Plumage,  and  the  lame  Apt- 
nels  for  Talking ;  but  they  are  not  comparable  to  the 
Bird  call'd  [Kni  ki]  the  Golden  Hen.  There  is  no  Spe^* 
cies  in  Europe  any  thing  like  it.  The  Livelinefs  of  the 
Red  and  Yellow,  the  Plume  on  the  Head,  the  deli* 
cate  Shadowing  of  the  Tail,  the  Variety  of  Colours  of 
the  Wings,  together  with  a  well-fliaped  Body,  have 
doubtlefs  given  occafion  for  the  Epithet  of  Golden 
conferred  on  this  Fowl^  to  fliew  its  Preference  over 
the  moft  valuable  of  the  Feather'd  Kind.  Befides, 
the  Flelh  is  more  delicate  than  that  of  a  Phealant, 
fo  that,  on  all  ^Accounts,  not  one  of  the  Eaftem 
Birds  can  be  Tiiore  defirable  than  this  in  our  Euro- 
pean Countries. 

Among  the  beautiful  Birds  the  Hat  tftng  may  juftly 
be  counted  one.  It  is  very  uncommon,  and  is  found 
only  in  the  Diftrift  of  Han  tchongfou  in  the  Province 
of  Cbemft^  and  in  fome  Parts  of  Tartaty.  It  is  not  in- 
feriour  in  Beauty  to  our  fineft  Falcons^  and  in  Strength 
and  Bignefs  is  much  fuperior  ;  fo  that  it  may  be  cal^ 
led  the  King  of  the  Birds  of  Prey  in  ^artary  and 
China, 

The  Butterflies  of  the  Mountain  Lo-feou-chan^  are 
likewife  greariy  cfteem'd.  It  is  fituated  in  the  Diftrift 
of  Hoei  tcheoufou^  of  the  Province  of  ^.sntong.  The 
largeft  and  moft  uncommon  aniong  them  are  fent  to 
Court,  where  they  are  made  ufc  of  for  a  particular 
kind  of  Ornament.     Their  Colours  are  wonderfully 

C  3  diver- 


divtrfify'd,  and  lively  tQ  %  fqrprifingl^gpee.  Tbefe 
Butterflies  arc  much  largpr  th^P  thofe  in  Europe.  \i\ 
(he  Day-time  they  ^re  without  Motion  pn  the  T^'^ses, 
and  confequently  are  eaftly  taken  •,  but  in  the  Nigjit 
they  flutter  about  much  in  the  fan^e  planner  a$  oi^-  Bat*, 
ind  many  of  them  feem  to  b^  almoft  as  large.  There 
are  others  of  a  lc&  Kind,  much  fought  after,  but  nq 
way  comparable  to  thefc, 
Metak.  BUT  the  Mountains  of  China  arc  (till  mo^  valuable, 
for  the  Mines  of  difterent  Metals  ^hich  they  contain, 
They  arc  fiill,  as  the  Natives  affirm,  of  Silver  aqc| 
Gold.  Yet  they  have  been  hitherto  n^lefted  ou^ 
of  Policy,  becaufe  the  Repofe  of  the  PubUck  would 
be  difturb'd  by  too  muph  Riches,  which  would  mak^ 
the  People  proud,  and  negligent  of  Agricqltvire, 

Notwithftanding  this  Maxim,  there  have  teen  Sil' 
ver  Mines  always  kept  open  in  the  Province  of  Tun 
nan ;  and  as  for  their  Gold,  they  And  it  in  the  Sand^ 
pf  the  Brooks  and  Rivers  th^t  de^c^nd  from  (he 
Mountains  in  the  weftern  Parts  ^f  the  Provinces  of 
$e  Ubuen  and  Tun  nan.  This  latter  l^royince  is  th? 
more  rich  of  the  two.  The  People  calW  LqIq^  of 
whom  we  Ihall  fpcak  hereafter,  rnuft  n? eds  have  9 
great  Quantity  of  Gold  in  their  Mountains  •,  this  a^p- 
pears  from  their  Cuftom  of  putting  a  gr^t  Nun^bcr 
of  Gold  Leaves  into  the  Coffins  of  Perfons  pf  Merit 
imd  Diftin&ion. 

r  I 

As  their  Gold  is  not  coin-d,  it  is  Ibid  as  a  Mer- 
chandise ;  but  the  Demand  for  it  is  npt  cqnfiderable, 
becauie  it  is  ufed  by  none  but  the  Gilder^,  except  fof 
ixnt  final!  Toys.  No  Perfon  bi|t  the  Einperor  hai 
any  Quantity  of  Utenfils  made  of  this  Metal, 

The  Mines  of  Coal  are  very  numeroys,  perliaps 
no  Kingdom  of  the  World  contains  more.  They 
make  ufe  of  this  Fuel  on  all  Occafions,  which  i^  pf  in7 
finite  Advantage  in  fp  cpjd  a  Country,  pA^  wh^rc 
Wood  for  Firjng  is  very  fcarce. 

I? 
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It  is  alfb  probable  that  there  is  great  Plenty  of  Tin 
and  Iron  Mines,  aid  fuch  like  Metals,  becaufe  the 
Piioe  of  them  is  io  low.  One  Mine  in  particular  wa& 
qbienrM  by  the  Miffionaries  to  yield  hundreds  of 
Quintals  in  a  few  Days.  The  Copper  Mines  wluch. 
are  in  the  Provinces  of  Tunnan  and  Kaeitcbcouj 
have  for  many  Years  furni&*d  a  fiifiicient  Quan* 
tity  of  Copper  for  the  fmall  Coin  of  the  wh^le  Km-^ 
pire.  But  the  moft  fingular»  is  the  [  P^  Tong } 
White  Copper ;  it  is  naturally  of  a  white  Colour^ 
and  ftill  more  fo  inwardly  dian  outwardly.  Sevoal 
Experiments  harVe  been  made  zL  Pdmgy  to  try  if  it 
owes  its  Whitenefs  to  any  Mixtare,  hy  which  it  wa& 
louDd  that  it  cHd  not  ;  on  the  contrary ,  all  Mixtures^ 
except  Silver,  diminifh  its  Beauty.  When  poliifai'd^ 
it  ]s  ezaSdy  like  Silver ;  but  what  detrads  from  its; 
Value,  is,  its  bdng  more  brittfe  than  other  Copqpar# 

THERE  is. a  Stsme  called  Hung  boangj  whicl^  is  p redout 
iaid to  be  an  Antidote  againft  all  forts  of  Foifbn :  BvilStones. 
this  may  be  juftly  iuQieded,  becaufe  in  ibme  Placeai 
ihere  are  large  Q^iarries  of  it.  It  is  a  foft  Stone,  of 
whidi  Cups,  and  fuch  like.  Things  are  eafily  made. 
k  is  naturally  of  a  yellowilh  Colour,  and  fomedmes 
^xsttfid  with  Black. 

Ijifis  LazuU  is  not  v«ry  dear  in  HfufinoMr  whese  it 
is  found  in  feveral  Places,  difiering  in  nothing  from 
that  which  is  imported  into  Ettrape.  Turcbt^  of  the 
findl:  Sort,,  is  genemted  in  the  Eifbift  of  ^ai  ton^ 
fou^  of  the  Province  of  Chan  Ji :  It  is  a  kind  of  Jai- 
per,  of  the  Colour  ^  tbt  white  Part  of  j^ata.  It 
appears  tranfparent,  and  fomctimes  ipotted  when  it  is 
polifhU 

The  Rubies  which  aee  fold  at  TTtm  nanfim^  aise  of 
the  ri^t  Sort,  but  very  litde.  There  are  alfo  other 
Predous  StoMs  to. he  had  there;  hut  they  arc  to  be 
Imported  from  other  Countries,  and  efpecially  from 
the  Kingdom  of  Ac0, 
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The  fined  Rock  Cryftal  is  found  in  the  Province  of 
Fo  kien  in  the  Latitude  of  24®  i  o\  The  Artificers 
who  live  near  the  Mountains  where  it  is  got,  are  very 
skilful  in  working  it;  and  they  make  of  it.  Seals, 
Buttons,  Figures  of  Animals,  ^c. 

There  are  alfo,  in  this  Province,  Quarries  of  fine 
Marble^  which  would  equal  the  beft  in  Europe^  if  it 
were  well  polifh'd ;  but  they  make  but  little  Ufe 
of  it  in  their  publick  Buildings.  There  4s  neither 
Palace,  nor  Temple,  nor  any  other  Edifice,  at  Pe- 
king or  elfewhere,  intirely  of  Marble.  Tho*  Pillars 
are  frequently  ufed^  in  their  Building,  they  have  hi-_ 
therto  employed  nothmg  but  Wood  tor  that  Purpofc.  ^ 
It  is  uncommon  to  fee  any  thing  built  even  of  Stone, 
befide  Bridges  and  Triumphal  Arches,  which  adorn 
die  Streets  of  the  principal  Cities  in  each  Province. 

sThe  Triumphal  Arches  are  moftly  adorn'd  with  the 
Figures  of  Men,  Birds,  and  Flowers,  very  artificial- 
ly done,  which  feem  to  be  held  together  with  Cords, 
which  are  engaged  one  in  another  without  Confiifion. 
Thofe  which  have  been  done  lately,  fall  infinitely 
jQibrt  of  the  old  ones  j  which  demonftrates  the  fuperior 
Skill  of  their  ancient  Architefts.  However,  the  Or- 
der of  the  modern  is  the  fame  of  the  other  ;  but  this 
Order  has  little  in  it  that  refembles  ours.  They  have 
neither  Chapiters  nor  Cornices ;  and  that  which  has 
ibme  Likenefs  to  our  Frizes,  is  of  a  Height  which 
is  Ihocking  to  an  Eye  accuftom*d  to  the  European  Ar- 
chite(5ture. 
gri^kes,  .  THE  Stone-Bridges  are  commonly  built  like  ours, 
on  large  Piers  of  Stone,  capable  of  refilling  the  Ra- 
pidity of  the  Stream,  and  fuftaining  the  Weight  of 
Arches  wide  enough  for  the  Paflage  of  large  Veflels. 
They  are  exceeding  numerous,  and  the  Emperor 
fpares  no  Expence  when  the  publick  Good  requires 
them  to  be  builtl 

Of  thefe,  there  is  one  very  remarkable  at  Fau 
fcbcou  fou    Capital  of  Fo  kien.      The    River   over 

.which 
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»which  it  is  built  is  half  a  League  in  Breadth;  it  is 
ibmetimes  divided  into  fmall  Arms,  and  fbmetimes 
ieparated  by  little  Iflands ;  thefe  are  all  united  in  join- 
ing -the  Iflands  by  Bridges,  which  make  altogether 
eight  Furlongs  or  Chinefe  Lys^  and  feventy-fix  Toifes. 

■    The  principal  of  thefe  has  alone  above  an  hundred 
Arches  built  of  white  Stone,  with  Banifters  on  each 
Side  handfbmely  carved  ;  upon  which,  at  the  diftance ' 
of  every  ten  Foot,  are  placed  fquare  Pilafters,  whoie 

I    Safes  are  very  large,  refembling  hollow  Barks. 

But  that  which  excells  all  the  reft,  is  at  Suen  tcbeou 
ttatj  built  over  the  Point  of .  an  Arm  of  the  Sea, 

p  f^hout  which  the  Paflagq  would  be  fometimes  dan- 
gerous, even  in  [a  Boat,     It  is  2500  Chinefe  Feet  in: 

I  Length,  and  20  in  Breadth.  It  is  fupported  by  252. 
ftrong  Piers,  126  on  each  Side.  All  the  Stones  are 
of  the  fame  Bignefs,  as  well  thofe  which  are  laid  from 
Pier  to  Pier,  as  thofe  which  are  laid  crofs-wifc ;  in-**' 
fomuch  that  it  is  difficult  to  comprehend  how  Scones 
of  fuch  an  enormous  Size  ihould  be  placed  in  that 

1  r^iilar  Manner  they  are,  or  even  raifed  on  the .  liigte 
Piers  on  which  they  lie.  After  this,  there  is  no- 
thing of  the  Kind  worth  mentioaing :  But  from  the 
publick  Buildings  in  general  it  may  be  obferv'd,  that 

I  chefe  People  are  very  lavifh  in  every  thing  that  re- 
gards the  Publick,  but  good  Oeconon^ifts  in  all  their 
private  Concerns, 

BUT  the  moft  excellent  of  all  their  Works  relate  Rivers  and 
to  their  Rivers  and  Canals,  which  arc  managed  with  CanaU. 
the  greateft  Advantage  to  the  Publick;  infbmuch 
that  one  may  pafs .  from  Canton  the  moft  Southern  Ci- 
ty, to  Peking  the  moft  Northern,  without  travelling 
above  one  Day  by  Land,  and  even  not  that,  if  one 
goes  a  little  about  by  the  Province  of  Sluang  ft  and 
Hou  quang. 

The  great  River  Tang  tfe  kiang  traverfes  all  dbina 
from  Weft  to  Eaft,  and  is  join'd  to  the  River  Pe-ho^ 
which  njn$.  from  Peking  towards  the  South,  through 

a  famous 
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a  famous  artificial  Canal;    by  this  means  there   is 
an  eafy  Communication  between  the  Southern  and 
Maritime  Provinces  with  the  Northern  that  border, 
upon  ^ariary^  which  is  an  inexhaultibie  Source  of  re-^ 
ciprocal  Advances.     This  Canal,   which  has  the' 
Name  of  Tu-kang  ho^  or,  the  Canal  to  convey  Mer-% 
ckandizesj  is  very  remarkable  for  its  Length,  which 
ia  1 60  Leagues,  but  more  fo  by  the  Levelneis  of  the 
Land  thro*  which  it  is  cut ;  for  there  is  neither  Hill, 
nor  Mountain,  nor  Rocky  Soil,  which  gave  diaiift 
any  Trouble  to  m^e  a  Pafiage  through. 

In  the  Province  of  Chan  toxg  is  a  moderate  Riv«s\^ 
Bftmed  Quea-boy  whofe  Waters  they  have  fi>und  means 
to^  divide ;  the  Place  of  Separation  is  called  {Fou  Cbmii 
myio]  The  Temfie  of  the  DiviJioM  of  the  WaUrs^  he-? 
s  '  eaufo  it  was  confecrated  by  the  Idolaters  to  Lmg  Vavg^ 
who,  according  to  the  Bonzes ^  is  Lord  of  the  Waters. 
The  grcateft  Part  of  it  bends  its  Courfe  NorDhward, 
and  After  many  Turnings  and  Windings  falls  into  the 
River  of  Peking.  The  other  is,  with  vaft  Trouble 
and  Expence,  guided  through  low  and  marihy  Lands, 
and  by  the  Affiftance  of  Dams  and  Sluices,  is  made  fiib-i 
fervient  to  different  Purpofcs  of  Pleafure  and  Profit. 

Bu(  that  whidi  moft  charms  the  Eye,  is  the  infi^ 
ni£e  Number  of  large  and  beautiful  Imperial  Baxk% 
which  fail  in  numerous  Fleets  under  ,the  Commaadl 
of  •  a  finglc  Mandarin ,  loaded  with  the  beft  Prot 
duAions  of  different  Provinces.  It  is  commonly  &id 
thai  the  Number  of  theft;  Barks,  which  are  maintain-!^ 
ed  at  the  Publick  Expence,  amount  to  loooo  ;  buc 
npiDn  ftrid;  Enquiry  it  appears  there  is  not  hdf  of 
ih^  Number,  and  even  thm  it  will  be.  found  fur* 
pri(ing  ^ough,  if  it  be  confider'd,  that  they  are  de^^ 
fign'd  only  to  fupply  the  Imperial  City  with  Provi^ 
fions,  and  that  the  Burthen  of  many  of  them  is  Four^ 
fcocc  Tuns  at  leaft; 

Where  there  is  no  Danger  of  damaging  the  Grand 
Caaal,  thecie  are  fmall  ones  c^t  into  it,  for  the  more 
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eafy  Carriage  of  aU  SoKts  oi  Commodities; ;  and  whq^ 
tiae  ^apd  i^  not  upop  the  f^me  Level  wjth  the  Can^ 
th/sf  cai^ie  their  Boati^  to  be  hoifted  up  oq  a  hfgp.  (1<>t 
pinig  Stone,  which  being  pi^de.  fl^ppcry  vith  Waje^, 
the  Bffiitsi  fli4e  ^^«rn  with  e^trenne  8w;ftpefs ;  for  thw 
Jlcafon  they  m  <^iwV  mwch  lik^  a  Gtmdotaj  ^n4  ' 
their  Keels  are  ipade  of  ;(n  ea(<:e^ing  hard  Wpo^^ 
proper  to  fuftain  the  Weight  of  the  BarH- 

THE  great  Trouble  wnich  the  Miflions^rjef  had  iq F^. 
^tding  th^  Qcpgr^pby  of  the  Country,  did  not  ajf 
|qw  theai  Jime  to  i^quir?  yery  p]iinutdy  into  the  fer 
vvf9l  Species  of  fUh  which  are  to  be  found  in  tbei^p 
Rivers  and  Cfnals  j  hovever,  they  ot>ferv'd  two  e^  . 
tlu^ee  things  whi^h  ar^  fii^gqlar  cnpi^-  The  Firft  is, 
thfit  in  the  Riv^r  Tmstje  kiat^^  \n  the  Province  pf 
iOangfiy  there  is  an  Aftepibiy  of  a  gre^t  Number  of 
SJo^ts,  at  a  particul^  Seafcv),  to  purchafe  the  Spawii 
of  Fiih-  Jn  the  Mpnth  of  Mcky  the  Country-Pecpl^ 
pk^  Mats  and  Hurdle^  acrofs  the  River,  leaving  qxk 
iy  Room  ^r  th^  Pafrage  of  the  Boats  \  thefe  Hu^ 
files  (lop  the  Spawn,  which,  together  with  the  y^a? 
ya^  they  ?onvcy  into  proper  Velfcls,  and  expofe  tp 
Saie*  By  this  mi^%  and  keeping  the  Veflels  ih  Agi^ 
tapQn,  it  i^  cpnyey'd  into  divers  Provinces,  in  orde? 
fo  ^of^  their  Ponds  and  Pools.  In  a  few  Pay^.  ^% 
yQiif)jg  Fry  begip  to  appear  in  Httle  Shoa]s,  but  th^ 
diflet^t  Kinds  cannot  be  fo  loon  diftinguifh'd.  Th^ 
A^^Wf^  (^y  ^^P  ^^^  ^^  ^^  vafUy  more  than  the 
£i3>fnce  fhey  are  at,  fpr  the  common  People  liv9 
much  upon  Filh. 

The  nest  of  this  Kind  ronurkable  is  the  Go/^^p 
Ftfb  [Kinyu.']  It  is  kept  in  Ponds  and  Bafons  madfl 
on  piu-^o^,  near  the  Pleafure-Hovifes  of  Perfons  oi 
Piftn^ion.  The  leaft  are  the  mod  valyed,  becaufy 
tb^  a^  molt  beautiful.  They  are  of  a  fine  Red» 
li^hich  looks  as  if  it  were  fpeckled  with  Gold  Du^ 
e%|dally  near  the  Tail.  Spme  are  white,  like  SilveF^ 
and  others  white,  fpot^  wHh.  Red ;  They  ^.  all  ve^ 

ry 
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ry  lively,  and  delight  to  play  on  the  Surface  of  the 
Water  j  but  they  arc  fo  tendd"  withal,  that  a  fmall 
Matter  will  kill  great  Numbers  of  them.  Their  Size 
is  various,  but  fome  of  them  arc  as  large  as  a  Pil- 
chard. iThey  will  rife  up  to  the  Top  of  the  Water, 
at  the  Noife  of  a  Clapper  that  the  Perfon  ufes  who 
feeds  them :  It  is  remarkable,  •  and  indeed  furprifing, 
that  during  three  or  four  of  the  coldcft  Months  they 
are  not  fed  at  all :  One  would  imagine  they  knew 
their  Maftcrs,  they  are  fo  ready  to  rife  at  his  Ap- 
proach -,  on  this  Account  many  great  Pcrfons  delight  to 
feed  them  with  their  own  Hands,  and  pleafe  themfel  ves 
•  much  with  their  Agility,  and  Sporting  in  the  Water. 
'  But  this  kind  of  Fifh  is  not  more  beautiful  than  the 
Hai  feng  is  hideous  and  ugly.  It  is  commonly  fcen 
floating  near  the  Shore,  in  the  Sea  of  Chan  tong  and 
Fo  kien.  It  looks  like  a  Ihapelefs  Lump  of  fome  ina- 
nimate Matter,  and  is  not  ealily  to  be  defcrib'd ;  the 
Natives  affirm  it  has  four  Eyes  and  Feet,  but  the 
Miffionaries  could  difcover  but  two  of  the  former, 
and  nothing  like  Feet,  but  fmall  Prominences  in  fe- 
veral  Parts  of  its  Body.  It  has  neither  Bones,  nor 
Prickles,  and  when  prels'd,  dies  immediately. '  A  lit- 
tle Salt  will  preferve  it,  and  by  that  means  it  may  be 
conveyed  all  over  the  Empire :  It  is  much  ufcd,  and 
accounted  extreme  fine  Eating,  but  would  not  be 
very  agreeable  to  an  European  Palate. 

I  might  mention  a  Kind  of  Sea-Crab,  which  are 
very  fubjeft  to  Petrefeftion  without  lofing  their  natu- 
ral Shape  -,  but  this  is  commonly  known  elfewhere. 
Their  Phyficians  account  them  excellent  in  Fevers,  but 
how  juftly  is  uncertain. 

Rivers  and  Lakes  arc  in  great  Plenty  all  over  the 
Country :  There  is  one  of  thefe  latter,  which  is  eighty 
of  our  Leagues  in  Circumference  ;  there  are  alfo  cer- 
tain Rivulets  which  run  under  Ground,  and  appear  a- 
gain  at  fome  Diftance ;  but  this  cannot  be  mention- 
ed as  a  thing  very  extraordinary. 

The 
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The  Cities.,  which  arc  very.  nuQierous,  are  altnoft  all 
built  on  the  Sides  of  Lakes,  Rivers  or  Canals,  which 
renders  travelling  by  Water  extremely  commodious 
%&  well  as  pieafant ;  but  of  thcfe  you  will  find  a  parti- 
cular Defcription  in  the  Geographi9al  Part  of  this 
Work. 

Of  the  Great  Wall^  ivhtcb  divides  China  from 

T  A  R  T  A  R  Y. 

•T  H I S  celebrated  Wall  was  built  by  the  famous  Em- 
peror  Tfmchi  boang^  with  a  politick  View,  221 
Years  before  Chrift.  It  is  the  Northern  Boundary  of 
China  J  and  defends  it  from  the  neighbouring  Tartars^ 
who  were  at  that  Time  divided  into  feveral  Nations 
under  different  Princes,  which  prevented  their 'doing 
any  Injury  to  China^  but  by  their  fudden  Irruptions. 
There  was  then  no  Inftancc  of  fuch  a  Union  of  the 
Weftem  Tartars^  as  happened  at  the  Beginning  of  the 
Thirteenth  Century,  when  they  conquered  China.  ', 
There  is  nothing  in  the  World  equal  to  this  Work', 
which  is  continued  thro'  three  great  Provinces,  viz.  I^c 
tcheli^  Cbanfty  and  Chen  ft^  built  often  in  Places  whic|i 
fcem  inacceflible,  and  ftrengthen'd  with  a  Series -cf 
Forts.  The  Beginning  of  this  Wall  is  a  large  Bul- 
wark of  Stone,  raifed  in  the  Sea,  to  the  Eaft  of  Peh:fmp 
and  almoft  in  the  fame  Latitude,  being  40^.  2'.  6  ^. 
in  the  Province  of  Pe  tchell  .  It  is  built  like  the  Wajj^ 
of  the  common  Cities  of  the  Empire,  but  much  wideii, 
being  terrafs*d,  and  cas'd  with  Brick'  -,  and  i&  from.ar 
to  25  Feet  high.  P.  Regis^  and  the  P.  who  affifltq 
him  in  making  the  Map  of  the  Provinces,  have,  of 
ten  ftretch'd  a  Line  on  the  Top,  to  meafure  the  Bales 
of  Triangles,    and  to  take  diftant  Points  with  .an 

Inftrument:  They  always  found  it  wc;ll  j>aved,  .and 

wide 
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irtdA  enough  For  five  6r  fix  Horrchidi  to  tratfel  a- 
brfeaft  with  tafc.  The  Gates  of  dhe  Great  Wall  are  For-* 
lifted  on  the  Side  of  CUna  by  brftty  large  Forts :  ThA 
firft,  towaixis  the  Eaft,  ii  cilrd  tba/ng  bd  k&an  5  ft  is 
ftear  the  Wall  which  extend*  from  the  Bulwark  iri 
the  Sea,  about  a  League  through  a  Country  quite  le-^ 
vel,  and  then  begins  from  this  Fort  to  rife  upon  the 
tteclivities  of  the  Mountains.  It  was  the  Cbinefe  Ge- 
neral, who  commanded  in  this  Place,  that  called  in 
the  heighbourii^g  Tartars  of  Ldao  tong :  This  ^^ 
them  an  Opportunity  of  conquering  Cbinaj  notwith- 
ftanding  the  great  Cotifidence  thd  Cbinefe  had  in  this 
Wall,  which  they  thought  an  impr^nable  Defence. 

llittrther  Potts,  ind  ^hfch  afe  as  noted,  ^Mffifokg 
ketfu^  \h  40°.  26'.  foti  ch6  keou^  \t^.  19'.  id\  ftbatig 
Ma  keou^  40*.  5'.  15'.  two  hotcd  Pifl&^gs  of  the 
^aftarSy  whb  ^re  fubjeft  to  the  Etnpiri,  to  cottie  t6 
P^ekin^  ;  and  CcfU  p  keou^  40*^.  4.3 .  15".  ^hifch  <^& 
&t  Wiy  Afe  fimperbr  €ang  hi  gehtrall^  took  to  g6 
to  Ge  bo  ell  in  UartOr;^.  This  Place  is  abolit  4O 
Leagued  froih  PMng^  always  afcendin^  tbWardfe  the 
NbiSi :  It  is  a  mountainous  Couhtry,  where  he  tdSd 
to  take  dife  Di  veriipti  of  Hunting ;  the  Wiy  to  it  ftbta 
Peking  is  leveUM  by  Hand,  and  as  even  as  a  B6wl- 
ing-Gfeen.  Thtre  this  great  Prince  iiefided  vdott  thah 
half  the  Yea.t,  without  negleding  the  Affaits  of  thfe 
ErtipJre,  which  he  governed  as  eafily  as  a  private  Fa:- 
mily.  When  he  came  late  from  Hunting,  he  never  W6flt 
to  Bed  before  he  had  difpatch'd  all  Petitio'nfers,  and 
Tdfc  next  Morning  before  the  t)ay.  It  was  furpri;iiiig 
10  fee  hh^,  at  the  Age  of  threefcore  Years,  tiding  a- 
ttioi^g  his  Guatds,  thro*  the  thickeft  Snows,  in  a  ligh'tr 
Drds,  arm*d  with  his  Bow  and  QuiVei-,  withoiA  evSt 
ofierins  to  make  ufe  of  an  empty  Chaife  that  fbt- 
tew*d  him. 

All  thefe  Places  are  terrafs*d  and  fca^M  with  firick 
6ft  both  Sides,  in  the  Province  of  Pe  tcbeli ;  but  wheh 
you  enter  that  of  Cbm  fi  towards  fien  tcbmg  ouei,  the 
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Wall  begins  to  be  only  of  Earth :  Neverthd6f&  oft 
the  Side  of  Cbd  bau  kecm^  in  40°.  19'.  which  JPfefeS 
Ae  Mufcinntes  coAit  t^y  ^oi^  ii^ttk  SeliPigkh^  it  ii» 
csis*d  on  the  ouc^  Side  with  Brick|  and  (btne  <^  its 
Towers  are  very,  large,  and  built  of  Brick  oft  a  ft^ 
of  SWfte^  but  it  does  not  always  continue  the  fkiiife 
Vht  Rirer  Haa^Hb  hhs  Gentry-  Botes  along  its  Badb^ 
*hfrein  Soldiers  keep  Guard  continually,  and  fujp- 
plies  the  Place  of  a  Wall,  towards  the  Bounds  Whiefc 
divide  the  Provinces  cf  Cbanfi  and  Cbenfi. 

Beyond  the  River  Hoang  bo  weftw*rd,  in  the  Pt^ 
rinceofC/&<?w/,  the. Wall  is  only  of  Eatth,  few,  ftdf* 

'  row,  and  Ibmetitntes  of  Griveij  fot  it  li^s  in  a  gri-* 
telly  Soil,  and  in  Ibme  Places  is  quite  deftroy*d  \  bW* 
in  other  Places  the  Pal&ge  is  defended  by  feverat  c6ii- 
fideraWc  Towns,  fnch  arc  TuRnghien^  in  3 3®..  15'^ 
Kmg  htUy  Lan  tcbtm^  in  ^j^.  5^ .  K&n  fcbeottj  39*^a 
Sou  tcbem  and  Si  nihg ;  where  Genefel  Officers  rfefide 
with  Bodies  of  Nkn.  He  who  refides  it  Kkn  t^bedH 
is  the  QeneralifliAio,  and  is  calPd  Ti  t<m ;  the  dl^r* 
are  only  Lieutenanfc-Generab,  called  tftrng  pin^. 

\  Nirtg  bia  is  the  beft  of  thefc  Towns  ;  it  is  fifier^ 
rfcher,  and  better  built  thaw  rrioft  of  Ae  ToWhs  of  the 

:  Empire  j  it  is  alfa  pretty  large,  for  if  you  take  both 

'  Ae  Divilions,  as  making  but  one  Town>  it  is  at  leaft 
1 5  Cbinefe  Lys  round.  The  Indulby  of  the  Inhabi- 
tants has  render'd  the  Country  fruitful^  fer  by  nicaris 
Cf  proper  Canals  and  Sluices,  which  they  have  made^ 
Acy  can  water  their  Lands,  when  they  want  it,  froitt 
Ae  River  Hoang  bo.  There  are  Springs  in  the  Ditch* 
ef  dte  Town,  from  which  they  make  Salt ;  here  are 
alfo  Manufactures  of  Woollen  Goods,  and  Carpets  like 
thctfe  of  Turkey.  The  Mountains  are  fo  high  and  fteep 
in  theDiftrift  of  Ning  bia^  that  Seven  Or  Eight  League 
from  the  Town  they  fupply  the  Place  of  a  WaU  for 
about  Ten  Leagues.  Sou  tcbeou  is  in  39^.  45'.  40'.  it 
is  a  confiderable  Town,  but  not  equal  to  NiHg^  either 
for  Trade  or  Beauty  ;  tho*  it  commands  the  Soldiers 
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at  K^a  yu  koan^  which  is  the  Road  to  Hamu  and  in  fe- 
veral  Diftrifts  of  the  Tartar  Halkas.  The  Wall  is 
only  of  Earth  in  thefe  Parts,  but  kept  in  good  Re- 
pair, on  account  of  the  Neighbourhood  of  th«  People 
of  Hami^  who  have  been  fubjeft  to  the  Emperor 
bwt  a  few  Years.  The  Walls  of  Kia  yu  koan  are  not 
of  Brick,  but  well  guarded  with  Soldiers,  who  defend 
this  important  Paffage.  The  Wall  ends  when  you 
have  pafs'd  a  little  Town  (called  Tcbeuang  Ian)  becaufe 
it  is  fituated  where  two  Ways  meet,  one  of  which  is 
in  the  Valley  which  goes  by  Lang  tcheou  to  Kia  yu 
ioany  the  other  upon  the  Mountain  which  leads  to  Si 
mng  tcheou ;  but  inftead  of  a^Wall  there  is  a  pretty 
large  Trench,  except  in  the  Necks  neaf  Si  ning^  which 
are  walled  as  in  the  Province  of  Chen  ft.  The  Town 
of  Si  ningy  which  is  36°.  59'.  is  not  large,  but  fur- 
pafles  Ntng  bia  in  Trade :  All  the  Skins  and  Furs 
•which  come  from  Weft  Tartary  are  fold  in  this  Town, 
or  in  a  neighbouring  Village  called  Topa.  This 
Place  is  of  greater  Worth  than  a  large  Town,  al- 
though the  Buildings  are  mean,  and  in  a  bad  Situa- 
tion. Here  may  be  had  almoft  all  Sorts  of  Foreign 
and  Cbineje  Commodities,  and  various  Drugs,  as 
Saffron,  Dates,  Coffee,  &?f. 

When  P.  Regis  was  here  employed  in  making  the 
Map  of  the  Country,  he  found  three'  or  four  Catholic 
Armeniansy  who  kept  Shop  in  this  Place,  and  fold  fine 
Skins  which  they  ietch'd  from  Tartary.  Tl>e  Houles 
and  Shops  are  much  dearer  in  this  Village  than  in  the 
Town  of  Si  ningy  which  is  diftant  about  four  Leagues. 
It  is  remarkable,  that  this  Village  is  independent  of  the 
Mandarin  of  Si  ning ;  but  belongs  to  a  Lama  Bonze ^ 
who  is  always  chofen  out  of  the  Family  that  owns  this 
Territory.  This  Family  is  the  moft  confiderable  of 
the  Nation  of  Si  fany  or  Tou  fany  of  which  I  fhall 
hereafter  give  a  fuller  Account.  The  Emperors  of  the 
preceding  Family,  thinking  the  better  to  preferve  the 
Peace  of  the  Nation,  in  making  the  Place  impregna- 
ble 
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blc  where  they  kept  their  Courts  h^d  built  a  fecond 
Wall  as  ftrong  ^nd  furprizing  as  thj?  firft  ;  It  rernains 
ftill  entire  in  Pe  tcbelij  76  Lys  from  Peking^  at  one  of 
the  principal  Gates,  named  Nan  keo^  dnd  from  thence 
10  Leagues  upon  the  Declivity  of  a  high  Mountain, 
by  which  the  Road  lies  to  Suen  boa  fou^  and  from 
thence  to  Tat  totig  in  the  Province  of  Chan  ft.  This 
Wall,  which  is  called  the  Great  Inner- Wall,  joins 
the  other  to  the  North  of  Peking^  n(^r  Suen  hoa  foUy 
where  there  is  a  Garrifon ;  and  i3  continued  along 
the  Weft  pf  the  Trovince  of  Pe  tchelij  and  extends 
into  the  Province  of  Chan  fty  where  it  is  ruinous  in 
many  Places.  When  we  confider  the  Number  of 
ftrong  Holds  and  Forts  built  between  thcfe  two 
Walls,  with  the  Works  on  the  Eaftiern  Side,  we  , 
cannot  help  admiring  the  Care  and  Efforts  pf  the 
CUnefe^  who  feem  to  have  left  no  Means  untry'd, 
that  human  Prudence  could  pofflbly  fuggeft,  /^r  the 
Defence  of  the  Kingdom^  and  for  preferving  the  publick 
Tran^uillUy. 


Of  the  Nation  called  Si  fan  or  Tpu  fan. 

pQR  riie  more  readily  coinprehending  what  fol- 
lows, it  is  neceflary  to  recolleft  what  I  mentioned 
before,  viz.  That  the  little  Town  pf  Tchouang  Ian  is 
fituated  at  the  Meeting  of  fwo  Vallies  ;  whereof  one 
goes  towards  the  North,  quite  to  the  Gate  of  the  Great 
Wall,  which  is  called  Kiayu  koan^  above  100  Leaguei 
in  length,  in  which  there  are  three  great  Towns,  Lan 
tcbeouy  Kan  tcbeoi4^  and  Sou  tcbeou^  with  feveral  Forts 
under  their  Jurifdidlion ;  The  other  Valley  extends 
Weftward  above  twenty  Leagues  to  Si  ning^  and  is  full 
of  fmall  Caftles,  fubjeft  to  that  Town,  and  which 
make  the  Cbinefe  abfolute  Matters  of  all  the  plain 
Vol.  L  D  Coun- 
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Country ;  but  they  are  not  fo  of  the  Mountains ;  they 
are  inhabited  by  a  People  different  from  the  Chinefi^ 
who  are  to  the  South,  and  from  the  Tartars^  who  arc 
to  the  North  of  this  Country. 

The  Cbinefe  diftinguifli  this  Nation  into  two  SortJ 
of  People  ;  they  call  ont  Sort  the  Black  Si  fan^  He 
ft  fan  -,  the  other  Hoang  ft  fan^  or  the  Yellow  Si  fan ; 
not  from  any  Difference  in  their  Complexion,  for  they 
are  in  general  pretty  fwarthy,  but  becaufe  one  Sort 
live  in  Black,  and  the  other  in  YqIIow  Tents.  The 
Black  Si  fan  have  fome  few  poor  Houfcs,"  but  are  very 
uncivilized ;  they  are  governed  by  little  Chiefs,  who 
depend  on  a  greater.  Thofe  which  P.  Regis  faw,  were 
drefs'd  like  the  People  of  Hami ;  the  Women  wore 
their  Hair  divided  into  Treffcs  hanging  down  upon 
their  Shoulders,  full  of  little  brafs  Specula. 

Tlie  Yellow  Si  ffln  are  fubjed  to  certain  Families, 
the  eldeft  of  which  is  made  a  Lama^or  Tartarian  Bonze^ 
and  wears  a  Yellow  Habit.  Thefe  Lamas^  always  rf 
the  fame  Family,  and  who  govern  in  their  DiftriAs, 
have  Power  to  decide  all  Caufcs,  and  to  punifh  Cri- 
minals ;  they  live  in  the  fame  Diftrift,  but  in  dif- 
ferent Places,  and  have  no  large  Villages ;  they  ge- 
nerally make  little  Hamlets  of  fix  or  feven  Families 
of  the  fame  Kindred,  which  arc  like  little  Camps, 
and  are  calPd  Sias  in  by  the  Cbinefe  Q«ographers. 

The  greatefl  Part  live  in  Tents ;  many  have  Houfcs 
built  of  Earth,  or  fbmetimcs  of  Brick ;  they  do  not 
want  the  Necefiaries  of  Life;  they  feed  lar^  Flocks* 
of  Sheep  \  their  Horles  are  fmall,  but  weH  fhaped, 
fpirited,  and  ftrong.  The  Lamasy  who  govern  this  Peo* 
pie,  do  not  make  them  uneafy,  provided  they  render 
them  certain  Honours,  and  pay  exaftly  the  Dues  of 
jR?,  which  are  very  triflinjg.  The  Armeniansy  who 
lived  at  Topa^  feem'd  very  well  pleafed  with  the  Lama 
who  was  Governor  of  the  Place,  and  who  was  then 
about  four  or  five  and  twenty  Years  old :  far  from 
vexing  his  Subjects,  he  only  took  a  fligl^  Tribute  of 
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tstch  Family  iA  propcMtioh  to  the  Space  of  Land  thejr 
oecapicd.  It  is  faid  that  there  is  a  Difference  in  the 
Langu^e  of  the  two  Si  fans^  but  as  they  underftand 
one  atlDther  fa  as  to  trade  together,  it's  probable  that 
die  Difference  is  only  in  the  Dialefts  of  the  fame 
Langu^e.  Their  Chiefs  make  ufe  of  the  Books  and 
Charafters  of  Thibet^  the  Country  of  the  Great  Lama. 
I  Both  lie  one  and  the  other  Sort  are  but  partly  fubjeft 
I  to  the  Cbinefe  Mandarins  their  Neighbours,  before 
whom  they  fometirties  appear  when  they  are  cited  \ 
but  this  feldom  happens,  and  for  the  moil  part  they  pay 
I  no  R^ard  to  thefe  Citations.  It  appears  that  they  dare 
not  ufe  them  with  Rigour,  and  force  them  to  Obedience. 
The  Motintains  they  inhabit,  whofe  Tops  are  covered 
with  Snow  m  the  midft  of  July^  fcreen  them  froni 
all  Porfuit.  As  they  have  the  Rhubarb  at  their  Dif- 
polkl,  which  grows  very  plentifully  in  their  Lands, 
they  arc  courted  by  the  Cbinefe^  wljio  readily  leave 
Aefiti  in  Poflfeflfon  of  fuch  k  frightful  Country,  pro- 
vided they  axi  draw  from  thefn  their  Merclmndife  • 
\h  the  Condition  they  require  it.  They  have  fomc 
I  C(]ftoms  and  Ceremonies  very  difierent  from  the  Cbi- 
if^fi'y  for  Inftance,  it  is  the  Cuftomf  amongft  theni 
to  prcfent  a  great  white  Handkerchief  of  Muflin  or 
Stk,  when  they  ^a  before  any  Perfoiis  they  defign  to 
ftew  Rcfpedto. 

,  The/  nave  alio  foriie  Cuftoms  like  the  Tartars^ 
tialkasj  aiid  othersi,  which  refcmble  the  Cuftoms  of 
fjkdncfr^  The  prdfent  Government  of  the  Si  fan  or 
Tm  fan  is  very  difFerent  from  what  it  was  formerly ; 
dey  have  at  prefent  no  Towns,  and  are  fhut  up  be- 
Iteen  the  River  Talong  and  the  River  Tang  ife  kiang : 
jifi  Micient  Time  their  Kingdom  was  well  peopled, 
Wi|uaUy  fortified,  •  and  very  powerful.  •' 

It  is  known  by  the  CiW«^  JBooks  of  Geography, 
*1iich  are  pretty  ancient,  by  the  Hiftories  of  the  Pro^ 
Mtfcts  of  Chen  ft  and  Se  tchuen^  and  by  the  Great 
I Aimals  j!ften  y  che^  that  they  have  haid  a  very  exten- 
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five  Dominion,  and  fome  Princes  of  very  great  Re- 
putation, who  have  made  themfelves  formidable  to 
their  Neighbours ,  and  have  given  fome  Uneafincfs  c- 
vcn  to  the  Emperors  of  China.  On  the  Eaftern  Side 
they  not  only  poffeffed  feveral  Trafts  of  Lands,  which 
at  prefent  make  Part  of  the  Provinces  of  Se  tcbuen  and 
Chen  ft^  but  they  had  alfo  carried  their  Conquefts  io 
hx  into  Clnna^  as  to  become  Mafters  of  feveral  Towns 
which  the  Chinefe  call  ^che  oUj  of  which  they  made 
four  large  Governments.  To  the  Weftward  they 
were  MsSer?  of  all  the  Country,  from  Talo^g  to  the 
Limits  of  Cacinmir.  Such  was  the  Extent  of  their 
,  Kingdom. 
63d.  In  the  feventh  Cfintury,  IG  tfon  King  of  the  fou 
{  fan  poflefled  this  vaft  Trad  of  Land  :  He  had  even 
feveral  little  Tributary  Kings,  to  whom  he  fent  Pa- 
tents and  Golden  Seals.  He  was  defirous  to  contrad 
an  Alliance  with  Clnna^  in  the  Time  of  the  Emperor 
Tat  tfong  of  the  Dynafty  of  Tong^  one  of  the  greateft 
Princes  that  ever  cnjoy'd  this  Monarchy.  He  fent  him 
a  celebrated  Embaffy.  Tax  tfong  was  pleas'd  with  this 
Politenefs,  and  the  Embafladors  were  received  and 
difmifled  with  the  greateft  Marks  of  Honour  and  Di-* 
flindion. 

Kx  tfon  upon  this  Encouragement  fent  a  fecond  Em- 
bafly,  to  demand  a  Princefs  of  the  Imperial  Fami- 
ly for  his  Son  Long  tfang.  The  Emperor's  Council 
thought  this  a  very  bold  Propofition,  and  rejefted  it 
with  Scorn,  without  deigning  to  take  it  into  Confi- 
deration. 

Long  tfmg  inheriting  the  Kingdom  upon  the  Death 
of  his  Father,  came  at  the  Head  of  200000  Men  to 
demand  the  Princels,  and  having  defeated  feveral  tri- 
butary f  rinces  of  China  who  oppofed  his  Paflage,  he 
penetrated  to  the  Frontiers  of  the  Province  of  Cbenji^ 
where  the  Emperor  then  kept  his  Court.  The  Impe- 
rial Council  depended  on  the  Refiftance  of  theie 
Princes^  becaufe  a  numerous  Army  could  pafs  no  othec 
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Way.  After  thefe  firft  Aftions  of  his  vidorioqs  Army, 
Long  tfang  fent  one  of  his  Officers  with  a  prdud  and 
haughty  Letter  to  the  Emperor;  he  demanded  that  the 
Princefs  ftiould  be  immediately  given  him,with  a  certain 
Quantity  of  Gold,  Silver  and  Silks,  which  was  due, 
as  he  faid,  to  a  Spoufe  of  an  Imperial  Princefs,  who 
came  to  receive  her  in  Perfon  with  io  much  Pomp 
and  Magnificence.  The  Emperor  being  offended  at 
this  Demand,  fent  Orders  immediately  to  aflemble 
the  Troops  on  the  Frontiers ;  and  to  give  them  Time 
for  it,  he  amufed  the  Envoy  with  grieat  Hopes,  by 
treating  and  giving  him  every  Day  new  Entertain- 
ments :  But  as  foon  as  he  heard  that  the  Army  was 
ready  to  march,  he  fhamefully  difmifs'd  the  Envoy, 
without  giving  him  an  Anfwer  to  the  Letter  of  the 
King  his  Mailer. 

TTic  General  [Hecu  hien  tft\  fet  out  at  the  fame 
Time,  and  immediately  after  he  arrived  at  the  Army, 
he  attacked  the  Army  of  [Long  tfang]^  and  gain'd 
the  Viftory.  The  Lofs  jvas  not  fo  great  on  the  Prince's 
tart,  but  that  he  found  himfelf  in  a  Condition  to  give 
his  Enemy  fomc  Uneafinefs  after  he  iiad  rallied  his 
Men :  Therefore  as  he  promifed  to  retire  if  the  Prin- 
cefs was  fent  to  him  with  an  Equijmge  iuitable  to  her 
Dignity,  the  Emperor's  Council  was  of  Opinion  that 
he  Ihould  give  his  Confent. 

The  Princefs  was  condufted  in  a  pomppujs  Man-  640. 
ncr,  and  after  the  Ceremonies  of  the  Wedding  Long 
tfang  retired,  and  became  a  faithful  Ally.  He  was  eyen 
of  Service  to  the  Empire  on  feveral  Occafions ;  the 
principal  was,  when  the  General  ^lena  ufurp'd  a  Tri- 
butary Kingdom  qf  China.  Long  tfang  ^ffifled  the 
.  Emperor's  General  with  all  his  Forces,  he  fought  him? 
fdf  in  Perfon,  and  had  a  great  Share  in  the  Vi<5tory 
by  killing  the  Rebel  Jlena. 

Kilifoy  who  fucceeded  Long  tfang,  did  nothing  to  di-  j^^^ 
fhirb  the  Peace  which  he  had  with  the  Empijre  and  6q6. 
all  his  Neighbours :  He  fhidied  only  how  to  maintain 
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.  it  by  the  Treaties  which  he  made  with  the  various  N;i- 
tions  of  Tartars^  and  efpecially  with  the  [^Hoei  be.'] 

By  thefe  means  he  made  his  Kingdom  as  powerr 
ful  by  his  Allies  a^  by  his  own  Forces.  He  died  with- 
out leaving  any  Pofterity. 

Son  ft ^  his  next  Heir  and  Succeflbr,  was  of  a  more 
warlike  Difpofition ;  he  was  called  with  his  Tartar 
Allies,  and  fome  other  Allies  of  the  Empire,  to  the 
Succour  of  the  Emperor  Huen  tfong^  who  was  obiig*d 
to  quit  the  Court  of  Tcbang  gan  f  which  is  the  Town 
^  now  caird  Si  ngan)  and  to  ^andon  it  to  the  Rd>els 
headed  by  the  General  Gan  lo  cban. 
'  The  Prince  who  was  next  Heir  to  the  Empire,  and 
who  call'd  them  to  his  Affiftance,  had  promifed  them 
great  Rewards  if  they  conquered  ;  he  kept  his  Word, 
and  not  contented  with  giving  the  Plunder  of  fbmc 
Cities  that  had  rebelPd,  among  others  Loyang^  which 
was  very  rich,  he  alfo  made  them  a  Prefcnt  of  a 
great  Quantity  of  Silks,  and  of  the  moft  valuable 
Things  that  are  the  Produce  qf  China. 

But  whether  they  were  not  fatisfied  with  thefe  Prcr 
fents,  or  whether  the  Proof  of  their  Power,  which  they 
juft  before  tryed,  made  them  prouder  and  more  en- 
terprizing^  or  whether  Policy  engaged  them  to  take 
Advantage  of  the  Weakness  of  the  Empire,  v/hidi  was 
worn  out  by  too  mkny  Civil  Wars,  they  no  fboncr 
heard  of  the  Emperor's  Death,  but  they  began  their 
March  with  a  formidable  Army,  and  advanced  vith 
incredible  Expedition  ;  the  Irruption  was  not  per- 
ceived, till  they  arriv'd  on  the  Frontiers  of  the  Em* 
pire. 

The  Governors  of  Ta  chin  kaen^  of  Lan  tcbeouy  and 
of  all  the  Country  of  Ho  ft  ou  were  furpriz'd,  and  for- 
ced to  furrender ;  and  the  News  arrived  at  Court  on- 
ly by  fo»me  Fugitives.  At  firft  the  Minifter  could 
liardly  believe  the  Report,  yet  as  it  was  prudent  to 
take  fome  Precautions,  hcorder*d  the  moft  skilful  Ge- 
neral Officer  who  was  then  at  Court,  to  fet  out  at  the 
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Head  of  3000  Horfc  to  learn  the  Truth.  The  Cbinefi 
General  [Go  tfey]  was  fcarcely  arrived  at  Hien  yang^  a 
Town  near  the  Court,  when  he  received  Information 
that  die  Enemy^s  Army,  confifting  of  300, 000  Men, 
was  expefted  there  that  Day ;  he  inunediately  dif- 
patched  a  Courier  to  the  Minifter,  praying  him  .to 
fend  Succours,  without  which  it  was  impoffible  for 
him  to  make  Head  againft  the  "Toufan^  who  were 
ready  to  fall  upon  the  Town  where  the  Emperor  re- 
fided. 

The  Minifter  took  no  Notice  of  this  Meflagc ;  in 
the  mean  time,  the  Generals  of  the  Enemy's  Army, 
who  knew  the  Country,  were  no  fooner  arriv*d  at 
Hienyatig^  but  they  detached  a  confiderable  Body  of 
Troops  to  get  Poffeffion  of  a  Bridge  which  was  up- 
on die  River.  Next  Day  the  reft  of  the  Army  ar- 
rive there  in  good  Order. 

The  Emperor,  who  till  then  had  not  been  accjuaint- 
ed  with  the  I>anger,  was  fo  furprized  with  this  fud- 
dea  News,  that  he  abandoned    his  Palace  and  fled : . 
The  Grandees  of  the  Court,  the  Officers,  and  People 
all  followed  his  Example. 

So  that  the  viftorious  Army  enter'd  the  Palaces 
of  the  Emperors  and  Princes  without  Refiftance,  where 
they  Ibund  immenfe  Riches,  which  they  plundered, 
after  which  they  fet  them  on  Fire,  and  at  the  fame 
Time  fired  fcveral  Parts  of  the  Town. 

Co  tfey  wa$  retired  with  his  3000  Horfemen  to 
join  the  Troops,  who  in  the  firft  Surprize  fled  out  of 
^^^Vi^^,  and  by  the  Means  of  this  Union  faw 
Umfclf  foon  ^t  the  Head  of  40000  Men. 

In  Qider  to  fupply  by  Policy  what  he  wanted  in 
Strength,  he  had  Recourfe  to  the  following  Strata- 
gem ;  He  order'd  a  Detachment  of  Horfe,  command- 
ttl  by  one  of  his  beft  Officers,  to  go  and  encamp  up- 
on the  neighbouring  Hills,  to  range  them  in  one 
Line,  fo  make  a  terrible  Noife  of  Drums,  and  every 
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Night  to  make  great  Fires  in  difFcrent  Places  withirf 
View  of  the  Enemy. 

This  Artifice  fucceeded  :  The  Ton  fan  were  afraid 
of  being  furrounded  and  overpower'd  by  the  united 
Forces  of  the  whole  Empire,  commanded,  as  the/ 
Well  knew,  by  a  General  of  great  Skill  and  Bravery; 
therefore  they  tum'd  to  the  Wefl,  and  block'd  up  the 
Town  Fong  Jiang. 

Maliny  who  commanded  in  this  Diftrift,  came  .to 
the  Relief  of  the  Place,  and  having  forc'd  a  Body  of 
the  Enemies  Army,  and  kill'd  above  a  thoufand  Men, 
he  threw  himfelf  into  the  Town.     As  foon  as  he  wa« 
entered,  he  fct  open  all  the  Gates,  to  let  the  Enemy 
fee  he  did  not  fear  them.     This  extraordinary  Con- 
duft  aflonifh'd  the  Tou  fan^  and  confirm'd  their  for- 
mer Sufpicions,  and  they  no  longer  doubted  but,  that 
there  was  fome  Ambufcade  to  furprize  them.   On  the 
other  Hand,  faid  they,  this  Governor  feeiiis  not  to 
value  his  Life,  it  would  cofl:  us  too  dear  to  make  our 
felves  Maflers  of  the  Town,and  as  we  are  weakened  al- 
ready by  the  Fatigues  we  have  undergone,could  we  fland 
the  Shock  of  an  Army,  perhaps  more  numerous  than 
feur  own,  and  compofed  of  frefh  Troops  ?  Upon  this 
they  refolved  to  retire,  contented  with  the  Booty  they 
had  gained ;   and  by  their  Retreat  they    gave  the 
CUneJe  Time  to  repair  the  Royal  Town  bf  Tcbangan^ 
to  which  the  Emperor  returned  fome  Months  after  he 
had  fled  from  it  in  fuch  a  Ihamcfiil  Manned.     Soon 
after  the  Chinefe  Troops  were  obliged  to  take  the  Field 
againft  a  new  Rebel  [^Pou  cou]^  who  had  joinM  In- 
terefl  with  the  Tartars^  Hoei  he.     This  Rebel  was  ta- 
ken off  by  a  fudden  Death  in  very  good  time. 

The  Chinefe  had  the  Addrefs  to  difunite  thefe  two 
Nations,  by  exciting  a  Quarrel  among  the  Chiefs  about 
the  Command  of  the  Army,  Tokolo^  who  commanded 
the  Hoei  he,  would  have  been  named  General  of  the 
whole  Army. The  Toufanoppos'd  it,  as  a  thing  contrary 
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to  the  Orders  they  had  receiv'd  from  the  King  their 
Mafter,  and  diflionourable  to  their  Kingdom,  which 
was  much  fuperior  to  the  little  State  of  thefe  Tartars. 
The  Chtnefe  General,  who  encamp'd  in  Sight,  fecretly 
fupported  the  Pretenfions  of  To  hlo^  and  at  length 
jom'd  him. 

The  Tou  fan  were  atfack'd  as  they  were  leaving 
their  Camp.  They  loft  loooo  Men  in  this  Attack,  and 
were  very  roughly  handled  in  their  Retreat.  The  King 
of  the  Tou  fan  ConTida^d  how  to  repair  his  Lofs;  he 
was  informed  that  the  Hoei  be  were  retired  from  the  Chi-^ 
nefe  in  Difcontent :  Upon  this  he  fent  his  Army  with 
Orders  to  befiege  Lingtcbeou.  The  Commander  of  this 
City,  and  of  the  Country  of  this  Diftridt,  had  but  few 
Troops ;  he  carefiJly  Ihunn'd  an  Engagement  with  the 
Enemy  upon  fuch  unequal  Terms.  The  Method  he 
took,  was  to  put  himfelf  at  the  Head  of  5000  Horfe, 
and  turning  fuddenly  upon  their  Ma^zines,  he  not 
only  burnt  them,  but  alio  carried  otFall  the  Booty 
diey  had  got,  and  Part  of  their  Bagage.  This  Loi6 
obliged  the  Tou  fan  to  return  in  hafte  to  their  own  ' 

Country.  They  remained  five  Years  without  Aftion, 
making  Preparations  for  a  new  War.  At  the  end  of 
this  Time  they  fend  a  formidable  Army  into  the 
Field,  which  dividing,  fell  almoft  at  the  fame  Time 
upon  the  Country  of  King  tcbeou  and  Ping  tcheou. 
Thefe  Troops  eafily  defeated  feveral  Bodies  of  Impe- 
rial Forces.  The  Valiant  Ma  lin^  who  before  had 
driven  them  from  Fong  tfiang^  was  beaten  like  the 
other  General  Officers :  But  at  length  the  General  Co 
tfey  entirely  routed  them,  by  an  Ambufc^de  which 
he  placed  in  their  Paflage,?Sfnd  put  them  to  Flight. 

This  Defeat  made,  the  King  of  Ton  fan  inclinable  779, 
to  Peace.  He  fent  an  Embafly  to  Cbina^  rather  nu- 
merous than  magnificent.  The  Embaflador  had  500 
Men  in  his  Retinue.  The  Emperor,  to  mortify  "^him^ 
kept  a  long  time  at  Court  without  an  Audience  or 
Difmiffion.   The  King  of  the  Tou  fan  was  fo  Ihock'd 
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at  this  difagFeeahle  Reception » that  he  was  preparing 
to  revenge  the  Affront,  when  the  Emperor  happened 
to  die. 

His  Son  7lf  tfong  who  fuccecded  him,  made  it  hi$ 
firft  Care  to  delib^ate  on  the  Manner  of  difmiflLig 
the  Ambaflador  and  his  Train.  He  refolv'd  on  a  Con- 
dud  quite  oppofite  to  that  of  his  Prcdcceflpr  :  He 
treated  (h^  principal  Peribjis  of  the  Enibafly,  and 
gave  them  and  all  their  Followers  rich  Habits  m  pro-, 
portion  to  their  Rank  \  he  loaded  them  with  Prefcnts, 
and  fent  them  away  under  the  Conduct  of  one  of  his 
Officers  named  Oud  ling.  This  Officer  had  Orders 
to  juftify  the  little  R^rd  that  had  been  p^d  to  hia 
Ambafladors,  by  laying  the  Blame  on  their  ill  Con- 
du(5t,  and  their  too  numerous  Attendance. 

Ouei  lingy  contrary  to  his  Expeftation,  was  not  only 
received  with  Honour,  but  alio  with  a  Magnificence 
which  furprized  the  Emperor,  and  gave'  a  favoiirablo 
Opinion  of  this  Court.  His  Expences  were  defrayed, 
and  he  was  difmifled  with  an  Ambaflador  loaded  with 
rich  Prefents  to  the  Emperor  from  the  King  his  Ma- 
iler, with  a  Promifc  that  he  would  do  nothing  for 
the  fiiture  that  fhould  break  the  good  Intelligence  he 
defired  to  keep  with  the  Empire  •,  fo  that  the  Court, 
not  doubting  the  Sincerity  of  this  Recpiiciliation,  wa§ 
too  eafily  perfuaded  that  there  was  nothing  more  to 
fear  from  the  Ton  fan. 

In  the  mean  Time  the  King  died.  Xfang  po  hisi 
Succeflbr  was  no  fooner  on  the  Throne,  but  he  qr- 
dercd  his  Army  to  take  the  Field,  and  to  enter  Qhenji^ 
They  arrived  before  Advice  could  be  given  of  their 
March  to  the  Chinefe^  and  defeated  all  the  Imperial 
Troops  they  met,  till  they  came  to  the  ^ity  of 
Kien  tchingj  now  called  [Kien  yang]. 

The  Court  was  alarmM  at  their  Progrcfe,  but  the- 
General  Li  Uhing  feeing  the  Confequence  of  this  Irrupr 
tion,  thought  he  was  not  obliged  to  wait  for  the  Empe- 
ror's Orders;  but  marching  direftly  with  all  his  Troops„ 

and 
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and  thok  of  the  Province  which  he  h^d  ^flcnJbled,  he 
c^roc  up  with  the  Enemy,  juft  as  they  wcr?  going  to  ber 
fipge  the  Town,  and  gain'd  fuch  a  complete  Viftory, 
that  he  forced  them  to  fue  for  Peace*  They  promifed  to 
Iwear  to  the  Conditions,  as  foon  as  the  Emp^-or  fliould 
fend  one  of  the  Grandees  with  full  Power  to  conclude 
Affairs  in  an  amicable  Wjay,  and  who  (hould  in  his 
Name  confirm  the  Treaty  with  an  Oath.  This  was 
put  in  Execution :  But  their  Treachery  was  prefentiy 
difcovercd. 

Some  of  their  Officers,  who  defired  the  Continua- 
tion of  the  War,  ende^vour'd  to  furprize  the  Empe- 
ror's Envoy,  and  carry  him  to  their  Canip  ;  the  Gc^ 
ner al  indeed  denied  that  he  was  concerned  in  the  Mat- 
ter, and  the  Emperor's  Envoy  thought  that  he  had 
iiicceeded  very  well  in  his  Negotiation  widi  the  Chiefs 
of  the  Army,  by  engaging  them  to  return  home  with- 
out doing  any  Damage  to  the  Subjcfts  of  the  Empire. 

This  firft  Expedition  not  fucceeding  as  the  King 
of  the  Toufan  expefted,  he  made  Preparations  for  a 
fecond.  He  levied  an  Army  ftrong  enough  to  op- 
pofc  the  united  Forces  of  the  Chine/e  and  the  [Hod 
be]  Tartars^  who  had  lately  made  an  Alliance  with 
the  Emperor,  They  carried  at  firft  fbme  confiderable 
Forts  which  lay  in  their  Roitf ,  and  having  poflefs*d 
thcmfelves  of  Ganft^  they  advanced  to  Pe  ting^  South 
of  Ninghia.  At  this  Place  they  were  furprized  and 
beaten  by  the  [Hoei  be]  Tartars.  Yet  far  from  re- 
tiring, they  continued  their  Rout  towards  rlie  Court 
with  incredible  Boldncfs  and  Intrepidity  :  But  foon  af- 
ter, when  they  Jeaft  expefted  it,  the  General  Oueicao 
fell  upon  them,  cut  to  pieces  thofe  Bodies  which  were 
drawn  up  in  order  of  Batde,  carried  away  fifty  of  their 
Camps,  and  purfued  them  to  the  Frontiers. 

At  the  fame  Time  he  difpatch'd  an  Officer  to  the 
King  of  Tun  nan^  to  engage  him  to  come  to  his  Affi- 
ftance  with  all  his  Forces ;  but  this  Prince  excufed 
himfelf,  being  afraid  of  irritating  fuch  a  powerful 
Enemy,  After 
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After  this  Vi<flory  Ouei  Ido  propofed  to  the  Empe- 
ror a  Method .  to  prevent  the  Incuriions  of  the  Tou 
fan^  which  was/to  build  feveral' Cities  and  Fortrefles 
on  the  Weftern  Frontiers.  The  Court  followed  his 
Scheme,  and  an  Order  was  made  to  build  four  in  the 
Diftridt  of  Ning  yangfou^  of  the  Province  Cbenfi^  viz. 
^ang  kaj  Ho  tao^  Mm  pou^  and  Ma  ling. 

This  Precaution  prov*d  ufclefs:  The  Building  of 
thefe  Towns  was  but  juft  finiflied,  when  the  Ton  fan 
return*d  as  ufual,  and  at  length  took  the  Town  of  Lin^ 
tcheou^  which  they  had  feveral  times  before  attempted 
in  vain.  The  General  Ouei  cao  gave  them  no  Time  to 
repair  their  Breaches  :  He  appeard  with  his  Army ;  as 
foon  as  he  came  in  Sight,  the  Tou  fan  abandoned  the 
Town,  and  took  the  Way  to  Ouei  tcbeou^  one  of  their 
ftrongeft  Places,  in  the  Province  of  ^^  tcbuen.  Ouei  cao 
purfued  them,  and  feeing  they  ftill  fled  from  him,  he 
refolved  to  befiege  the  Town  of  Ouei  tcbeou. 

The  King  of  the  Tou  fan  was  frighted  at  this  News ; 
he  fent  immediately  Lun  mangj  his  Prime  Minifter, 
with  a  confiderable  Reinforcement,     Ouei  cao  hearing 
this  News,  came  out  of  his  Lines,  march*d  to  meet 
thefe  Succours,  and  defeated  the  Army  of  the  Prime 
Minifter,  and  took  him  Prifoner.     Immediately  after 
this  Expedition,  the  Gates  of  the  Town  were  opened 
to  him.     He  refolved  to  make  this  a  Place  of  Arms, 
and  proceeded  to  befiege  the  Fortrefs  of  Koen  min 
Ubing  5  but  he  mifcarried  here,  through  the  Bravery 
of  the  Governor,  who  made  an  invincible  Refiftance, 
The  City  of  Ouei  tcbeou  was  one  of  the  Royal  Cities, 
V        and  the  Kings  oiToufan^  fince  Kilifo^  pafs'd  Part  of 
the  Year  in  that  Place.  So  that  the  firft  thing  that  King 
Ttai  did,  who  fucceeded  his  Brother,  was  to  ufe  all 
poflible  Means  to  retake  it;  and  accordingly  rais'd  an 
Army  of  1 50000  Men,  and  fent  them  to  befiege  it. 
^         )      At  the  firft  Rumour  of  the  March  of  this  Army, 
the  Chine fe  General  threw  himfelf  into  the  Town.  He 
fuftain*d  the  Siege  for  five  and  twenty  Days,  and  de- 
fended 
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fended  himfelf  with  a  great  deal  of  Courage  ag^infl: 
the  continual  Aflaults  of  the  Enemy ;  but  at  length 
the  Succours  which  he  expefted  not  arriving,  and  fee- 
ing  hjmfelf  reduced  to  the  laft  Extremity,  he  was 
forc*d  to  furrender. 

The  Toufan  fwell'd  with  their  Victory,  advanced 
towards  Tcbing  ton  fou^  the  Capital  of  the  fame  Pro- 
vince Se  tcbuen.  The  Chinefe  General  who,  with  the 
few  Troops  he  had,  could  not  oppofe  their  March, 
iprcad  a  Report  that  he  was  going  to  make  him- 
felf Mailer  of  the  Defiles  of  the  Mountains  through 
which  they  had  pafs'd,  and  to  colour  his  Pretence, 
he  ordered  his  Army  to  move  towards  tlje  Place,  as 
if  it  had  been  really  his  Defign.  They  were  fo  con- 
vinced of  it,  that  ^through  Fear  of  having  their  Re- 
treat cut  off,  they  were  fatisfied  with  having  executed 
the  principal  Order  of  their  Prince,  and  made  their 
Retrean  to  Ouei  tcbeou. 

T  tat  was  a  Prince  naturally  mild,  peaceable,  and 
full  of  Tendernefs  for  his  People.  As  he  never  had  en- 
gaged in  a  War,  but  to  recover  a  Place  which  had 
been  taken  by  Force  from  his  Prcdeceflbr,  from  which 
Ilis  Troops  were  returned,  he  acquainted  the  Generals 
of  the  Frontiers  of  the  En^pire,  that  he  defir'd  nothing 
but  a  Peace  ;  and  to  fhew  that  his  Intentions  were  fin- 
cere,  he  iffued  an  Order  which  enjoin'd  all  his  Offi- 
CjCrs  %o  keep  on  the  Defenfive  only. 

The  Chinefe  on  their  ^art  behav*d  with  Generofity 
pn  feveral  Occafions.  Si  ta  meoUj  Tou  fan  of  the  Na- 
tion, and  Governor  of  Ouei  tcheou^  offer'd  to  deliver 
up  his  Place  to  Ly  ti  yeu^  Commander  of  the  Chinefe 
Troops  upon  the  Frontiers  of  the  Empire.  Almoft 
all  the  Officers  were  of  Opinion  that  his  Offers  were 
to  be  accepted  ;  but  one  of  the  principal  amongft 
them,  whoiel^ame  was  Ni  mfan^  very  ftrongly  op- 
pofed  it. 

A  great  Empire  like  ours,  faid  he,  ought  to  efteem 
the  Reputation  of  Fidelity  more  than  the  Fofleflion  pt 
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a  Place.  If  we  break  the  Peace  fifft,  we  iuthorife 
the  paft  Infidelity  o{  the  ^ou  fan  j  th6  Complaintt 
which  we  have  made  from  that  Time  will  be  unjuft, 
and  whatfoever  they  can  do  afterwards^  whether  by 
Pillaging,  or  fpoiling  our  Frontiers,  becomes  juftified 
by  our  Example.  They  all  yieldcid  to  his  Reafons, 
and  it  was  concluded  to  rejed:  the  Offers  of  the  Go- 
vernor. 

Ttai  made  good  Ufeof  the  Leifurc  whi<:h  the  Peace 
afforded,  in  governing  his  People  by  new  Laws,  and 
by  the  Care  he  took  of  advancing  none  into  publick 
OfBces  but  thole  who  were  truly  worthy  of  them.  If 
he  learnt  that  any  one  diftinguifh'd  himfelf  by  his 
Learning,  and  Application  to  Study,  he  preferred  him 
above  thofe  who  had  an  equal  Ability  in  the  Manage- 
ment of  Affairs. 

Having  heard  of  a  Learned  Man  of  great  Repu- 
tation, whole  Name  w;as  Cham  jJf  ^/,  who  had  no 
other  Merit  but  what  he  had  gain*d  by  his  Knowledge, 
he  feftt  for  him  to  his  Goutt  from  the  fartheft  Part  of 
•  the  Kingdom.  He  would  himfelf  queftiori  him,  and 
hear  him  difcourfe  on  different  Subjects ;  he  was  fb 
well  fatisfied,  that  he  made  him  Governor  of  the  City 
and  Jurildiftiori  of  J^chen  tcbcou^  which  is  now  called 
Si  ning. 

Chant  pi  pi  in  vain  reprefented  that  his  greateft 
Proficiency  was  in  Learning,  »and  that  this  Poft  fe^ 
Quired  fomebody  skilful  in  Warlike  Affairs,  and  at 
the  Age  of  forty  it  was  too  late  to  learn  the  Affair^ 
of  State ;  for  the  King  commanded  him  to  accept  of 
this  Government,  and  to  go  inimediately  to  take  Pof-* 
feffion  of  it. 

This  Prince  who,  by  the  Wifdom  and  Mildnefs  of 
his  Government  j  had  gain*d  the  Hearts  of  all  his  Sub- 
jefts,  died  without  any  Iliue.  Ta  tno^  who  was  th^ 
nearcft  of  the  Blood  to  the  Throne,  was  without  any 
Oppofition  acknowledged  by  all  the  States  as  the  law- 
ful Succcflbr* 

This 
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This  Prince  gave  hiihfelf  up  entirely  to  hb  Plea- 
fures.  He  liv*d  in  Peace  with  his  Neighbours,  but  his 
Paffions,  together  with  the  Violences  and  B^barities 
which  he  committed,  rendered  him  fo  odious  to  his 
,  Subjeds,  that  they  left  their  Country  in  great  Num- 
.  bers,  to  fhelter  thcmfelves  from  his  continual  Cruel- 
,  ties.  He  was  the  firft  Caufe  of  this  Kingdom's  Ruin. 

The  Difbrder  increas'd  very  much  after  his  Death  ;  §42. 
having  left  no  Children,  nor  nam'd  a  Succeffor,  one 
of  the  Minifters,  prevailed  upon  by  the  Queen  Dowa-« 
gpr,  caus'd  the  Son  of  Paive  to  be  forthwith  pro- 
claimed King,  who  was  her  Favourite,  and  one  of 
the  Grandees  of  the  Kingdom. 

At  the  firft  Report  of  the  Choice  which  they  had 
made,  Kie  tou  na  firft  Minifter  of  State  run  to  the 
Palace  and  oppos'd  it.  Is  the  Royal  Fafnily  then  ex- 
tinS  ?  cried  he,  and  is  it  not  a  Crime  to  chooje  a  IGng 
elfewbere  ?  His  Zeal  coft  him  his  Life  j  for  they  di- 
fpatch*d  him  as  he  returned  home. 

This  Proceeding  of  the  Court  incens*d  every  Body ; 
but  they  were  ftill  more  enrag'd  when  they  found  that 
this  mew  King  was  but  a  Child  of  three  Years  old^ 
whofe  Tide  would  be  of  no  ufe  but  to  authorife  all 
the  Defigns  of  the  Favourite.  But  the  Queen's  Party 
was  fo  powerful  at  Court,  that  they  were  conftrain'd 
to  comply,  and  acknowledge  this  young  Prince  with 
the  ufiial  Ceremonies. 

Whtn  this  News  came  to  the  Army,  which  was 
then  near  the  Frontiers,  the  chief  General  Lu  hong  ge 
refus'd  to  receive  the  Orders  fent  him  by  the  Court^and 
even  entertained  Thoi^hts  of  making  himfelf  King. 

He  was  of  an  immoderate  Ambition,  haughty,  and 
fon  of  his  own  Merit,  Very  paffionate,  and  often  times 
cnicl ;  but  in  other  refpefts  he  was  courageous,  skil- 
ful, and  was  capable  of  the  greatefl  Undertakings.  He 
took  hold  of  this  Opportunity  of  rifing  to  the  Throne. 
He  forthwith  fpread  a  Report  that  he  was  preparing 
to  revenge  the  Royal  Family,  by  deflroying  the  U- 
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furpcrs  of  the  Crown  ;  he  rais'd  new  Troops,  with 
which  he  increased  his  Army,  and  march'd  direftly 
to  that  of  the  new  Kmg ;  he  routed  it  entirely,  took 
and  pillagfd  OuH-tcheou^  and  by  joining  widi  a  great 
Number  of  Officers  and  Malecontents,who  were  come 
to  meet  him  with  their  Troops,  he  found  himfdf  at 
the  Head  of  looooo  fighting  Men.  What  remained 
now,  was  to  draw  over  the  Governors  of  the  Provinces 
to  his  Intereft,  which  he  imagin'd  he  could  eafily 
cfieft. 

Cham  pi  pi  was  one  of  the  chicfeft,  and  was  ipuch 
cfteem'd  among  the  Soldiers.  Since  he  was  made  Go  - 
vernor  of  fchen  tcbeou  by  King  T  taiy  he  applied  him- 
ielf  in  fuch  a  manner  to  difcipline  his  Troops,  by  ma- 
king them  often  exercife,  and  teaching  them  feveral 
Stratagems  of  War,  that  they  were  reckoned  the  beft 
Troops  of  the  State. 

Iji  kong  ge  had  a  mind  to  found  him  ftraightway, 
and  having  writ  to  him  a  deceitful  Letter,  march*d 
towards  his  City.  Cham  pi  pi  difcover'd  the  Defign  of 
the  General,  and  refolv'd  to  crofs  him.  To  deceive 
him  in  his  Turn,  he  fent  him  fo  humble  an  Anfwcr, 
that  Lu  kong  ge  did  not  doubt  but  that  he  had  gain'd 
him  to  his  Intereft.  Immediately  after  the  Departure 
oK  the  Courier,  Cham  pi  pi  march'd  with  all  his 
Troops,  and  made  fo  much  hafte  that  he  arriv'd  al- 
moft  as  foon  as  his  Letter.  He  atttack'd  without  Delay 
'  the  Army  of  L«  kong  gCy  much  ftronger  than  his  own  ; 
but  in  the  Surprize  in  which  he  found  this  General,  it 
was  no  hard  matter  to  defeat  it.  Lu  kong  ge  having 
'  rallied  the  Remainder  of  his  Troops,  retir'd  in  the 
utmoft  Rage  at  this  Difappointment :  he  well  faw  that 
Cham  pi  pi  would  be  a  great  Obftacle  to  his  ambi- 
tious Views,  fo  much  the  more  becaufe  he  had  de- 
clared in  his  Government,  that  it  was  neceflary  to 
have  a  King  of  the  Royal  Blood  ;  and  if  there  were 
'  none  furviving  of  the  Blood,  it  was  better  to  fub- 
I  mit  to  the  Emperor  of  Chinay   than  to  favour  the 

Ambition  of  a  rebellious  Subjed,  Lu 


China,  Chines k-Tartary,  &^c.      49 

Lu  kong  ge  having  recruited  his  Army/  thought,  648, 
that  to  get  himfelf  a  Name,  and  gain  the  AfFeftion  and  849. 
of  his  Nation ,  it  was  neceflary  to  enter  tipon  the 
Cinnefe  Borders,  and  plunder  them.  He  had  in  the 
Beginning  fome  Succels,  but  was  quickly  routed 
by  the  Chinefe  Generals,  who  afterwards  took  from 
the  Toufan  the  City  Tentcbeou  and  many  Fortrefles; 
Thefe  Lofles  did  riot  fright  Lu  kong  ge^  he  imagined 
that  if  he  was  once  Mafter  of  the  Kingdom,  it  would 
be  an  eafy  Matter  to  repair  them,  wherefore  he  bent 
all  his  Thoughts  on  reducing  Cham  pi  pi.  He  had 
increased  his  Army  with  new  Recruits ;  and  with 
the  Tartars^  old  Confederates  of  the  Tou  fan^  to  - 
whom  he  had  promifed  the  Plunder  of  the  Frontiers 
of  Ctina^  he  began  his  March,  and  arrived  near  "itchen 
Ubeou  with  a  formidable  Army. 

Cham  pi  pi,  without  taking*  too  great  a  Number  of 
Mcnout  of  his  City,  cncamp'd  at  a  certain  Diftance 
near  the  River,  and  was  fortified  in  his  Camp  at 
the  firif  News  of  the  Enemy's  Approach.  Lu  kong 
le  attacked  him  in  it,  and  forc'd  him  to  abandon  it; 
The  Party  which  he  took  was  to  pafs  the  River,  break 
down  the  Bridge,  and  to  follow  the  Enemy  in  all 
their  Marches  on  the  other  Side  of  the  River  ;  aU 
though  he  faw  the  Havock  that  Lu  kong  gd  made  on 
purpofe  to  draw  him  to  a  general  Action,  he  did  not 
fuffer  his  Soldiers  to  pais  the  River,  not  fo  mqch  asi 
to  skirmilh. 

Thfc  ns^tural  Brutality  of  Lu  kong  ge,  and  his  bad 
Temper,  Increased  by  the  little  Succefs  of  his  Underta- 
kings, rendered  him  fo  infupportablc  to  his  Soldiers, 
that  they  deferted  him  in  great  Numbers ;  Cham  pi  pi 
received  them  kindly,  and  formed  them  into  new 
Compai^ies, 

The  Tartars  on  their  Side,  who  could  no  longer 
l^  fuch  an  intolerable  Yoke,  and  who  began  to 
difcovcr  the  ambitious  Defigns  of  the  General,  left 
him.    At  laft  the  Defcrtion,  which  continued  more 
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and  more  evtry  Day,  terrify 'd  Im  hong  ge:  Dc- 
fpairing  of  all  Succeis,  he  thought  the  beft  thing  he 
could  do^  was  to  furrender  himlelf  to  the  Emperor  cf 
Ckina  on  certain  Terms ;  and  accordiii^y  fet  out  ibr 
the  Court)  and  treated  with  his  Imperial  Majefty. 

Although  he  could  not  obtain  his  Denrands,  he 
appeared  contented,  and  retired  to  Co  tcbeoUj  a  Cbi^ 
nefe  City»  where  he  quiedy  pais'd  the  reft  of  his 
E^ys. 

Whilft  the  ambitious  Lu  kong  ge  made  himfelf 
Mafter  of  almoft  all  the  Forces  of  the  State^  die 
Princes  of  the  Royal  Blood  retired  into  different  Parts 
of  the  Kingdom,  where  they  had  little  Patrimonies. 
Some,  who  had  fought  a  Shelter  in  fbme  of  the  Forts 
which  bdong'd  to  them  towards  Se  tchitn^  refblv'd 
rather  to  fubmit  themfelves  to  the  Emperor  of  Cfe- 
fia^  than  an  Ufurper  :  Others  fbrtify'd  themfelvts  in 
Mountains  which  belonged  to  them*  There  were 
lbme»  and  thofe  the  moft  confiderable,  who  remaia'd 
in  dieir  own  Patrimonies,  in  the  Neighbourhood  of 
the  Govemment  of  Cham  ft  pi.  This  was  what  cre- 
ated in  the  State  an  infinite  Number  of  Troubles, 
which  neither  the  V^ifdioai  or  Vafour  of  Cham  p 
fly  nor  of  his  SuocefTor,  could  ever  quiet,  and  which 
was  at  lail  the  Ruin  of  this  Monarchy. 
951.  When  the  Toufan^  divided  into  different  Parties, 

wene  weary  of  Fighting,  many  Officers  and  Soldiers 
join'd  themfelves  to  Pan  lo  Uhij  Prince  of  Lou  cou^ 
who  was  within  the  Jurifdiftion  of  Tcben  tcheou^ 
whom  the  Children  of  Cham  pi  pi  had  preferv'd  for 
their  Nation.  When  they  faw  a  Chief  of  the  Royal 
Blood,  they  quickly  form'd  a  Body,  and  fio  retrieve 
their  Country's  Honour  by  fome  glorious  Exploit, 
they  refolv*d  to  attack  the  King  of  Hia. 

This  new  King  was  ;a  Tartar^  and  originally  of 
Tou  pay  which  is  ftiU  in  the  Poflcffion  of  the  Tou  fan. 
He  fettled  a  State,  in  Ipite  of  the  Chinefey  near  the 
River  Hoang  bo^  whqie  Capital  was  Hia  Ubeouj  and 
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Which  is  now  called  Ning  tta.     It  was  from  this  Citf 
that  this  new  Kingck>m  was  nam'd  Hia. 

The  fou  fan  had  very  much  aflifted  this  Prince  in 
his  Undertaking  j  but  they  complain'd  that  tlieir  Ser- 
vices were  111  requited,  and  that  their  Complaints  had 
met  with  ill  Treatment  from  fome  of  the  Minifters  of 
the  new  StatCi  Wherefore  feeing  tliemfelves  reunited 
under  one  of  their  Princes,  they  meditated  Revenge 
on  thenn  for  their  Ingratitude. 

The  King  of  ffta^  who  was  the  FoUndef  6f  this 
licde  State,  was  nam'd  Li  ki  tfien.  He  had  renew'd 
the  War  with  the  Empire,  which  the  Imperial  Family 
of  the  iong  thcii  governed*  He  luddenly  entered  with  j  ^^a^ 
a  numerous  Army  into  the  Weftern  Part  of  Chenfi^ 
which  furrounded  the  Htde  Dominions  that  the  im 
f(m  were  ftili  in  Poffeffion  of* 

Pan  lo  cbi  offer M  the  Commamjer  of  thci  Cbinefi  td 
•lite  their  Forces,  to  pull  down  fhis  growing  Power^ 
if  tKc  Emperor  would  honour  him  with  a  Titld 
wl)ich  would  give  him  more  Power  in  his  own  Na- 
tion* The  Emperor  accepted  this  Proportion,  and 
fet  hiofi  Patents  of  Chief*='Govern<M-  of  the  feu  fan. 

The  King  of  Hia^  who  knew  nothing  of  thefe  pri-' 
vate  Contrafts,  having  made  fomc  Havock,  befieg'd 
the  City  of  Si  kang^  and  having  made  himfelf  Ma- 
fter  of  k,  he  orderM  the  .Governor  to  be  put  to  Death* 
He  thought  to  pufli  his  Conquefts  farther,  fiq)pofuig 
fM  16  tcheou  was  coming  to  unite  both  dieir  Armies  to 
tfift  his  Projeds. 

Pan  lo  f^beou  began  his  March  with  60000  Horfc* 
»*n,  and  having  reachM  the  King  of  /fi^  in  a  fcW 
Days,  he  attacked  him  with  fo  much  Valour,  diat 
he  entirely  routed  his  great  Army.  But  this  Prince 
was  wounded,  and  afterwards  d^'d  of  his  Wounds. 

SoffhU^  his  Succeflbr,  entertained  high  Hopes  of  re.^ 
covering  the  ancient  Monarchy  of  his  PredeceflTors. 
His  fmall  Dominions  ^ontainM  but  feven  or  eight  Ci- 
^cs>  and  fome  neishbouring  Countries.    But  he  re- 
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1015.  ly'd  very  much  on  the  Experience  and  Valour  of  his 
Troops,  who  were  very  well  difciplin'd ;  and  he  was  in 
hopes  that  the  reft  of  the  Toufan  would  come  to  join 
him,  and  feek  his  Proteftion,  when  they  faw  he  was  pow- 
erful enough  to  defend  them.  He  kept  his  Court  at 
fifing  ko  tcbingj  where  he  kept  as  many  Officers,  and 
with  the  fame  Names,  as  his  Predeceflbrs  had  done. 
He  rais'd  new  Troops  every  where,  as  far  as  his 
Power  extended,  and  made  them  oftentimes  enter 
upon  the  Confines  of  the  Empire,  but  was  ajways 
beaten  back.  At  laft  he  made  Peace  with  the  Im- 
perial Court* 

They  were  ftill  difturb'd  with  the  Enterprizes  of  the 
King  of  Hia.  This  Prince's  Power  increased  every 
Day ;  his  Pride  was  got  to  fuch  an  Excefe,  that  he 
had  took  upon  him  the  Title  of  Emperor  of  Hia. 
The  Emperor  was  glad  to  have  Prince  Soffolo  to  op- 
pofe  him,  and  to  engage  him  more  ftrongly  in  his  In- 
tereft,  he  made  him  Chief-Governor  of  Pao  churij 
which  ftood  very  convenient  for  him. 

During  thefe  Tranfaftions  Sojfolo  died,  and  quickly 
after  his  Death,  the  Divifion  which  he  created  amongft 
his  Children,  haften*d  the  entire  Ruin  of  the  State  of 
the  Tm  fan.  This  Prince  had  had  two  Children  by 
his  fiJft  Wife,  one  nam'd  Hta  tcheny  and  the  other 
Mot  cben  tfou.  He  had  afterwards  the  Prince  TJw 
tcben^  by  a  fecond  Wife. 

She  was  fo  much  in  Favour,  that,  to  render  her 
Son  more  powerful,  flie  perfuaded  her  Husband  to 
imprifon  the  Children  which  he  had  had  by  his  firft 
Wife,  and  oblige  their  Mother  to  turn  Bonzejfe.  But 
they  found  ways  to  make  their  Efcape,  and  to  free 
their  Mother  out  of  the  Monaftery  in  which  they  had 
Ihut  her  up.  Then  the  People,  who  had  affifted  the 
Princes  in  gaining  their  Liberty,  declared  for  them. 

Sojfoloy  who  repented  what  he  had  d6ne,  approved 
of  this  Change.  He  permitted  that  Me  tcben  tfou 
ihould  live  at  Tfongco  tchin^  which  he  affign*d  him  for 

his 
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his  Maintenance,  for  he  had  mov'd  his  Court  to  Tcben 
kbem.  He  likewife  allign'd  Kan  ku  to  his  other  Son, 
ffta  tcben^  for  the  Place  of  his  Abode. 

As  for  his  third  Son,  Tou  cben^  who  fcemM  to  him 
die  moft  capable  of  upholding  his  Family,  he  gave 
him  his  Authority*  and  the  reft  of  his  EJominious. 
He  kept  his  Court  at  Li  tfing  tcbiny  where  he  was 
qually  belov'd  by  his  Subjeds,  and  fear'd  by  his 
Neighbours ;  fo  that  all  the  Tou  fan  which  dwdt  on 
the  North  of  Hoang  bo,  were  entirely  under  his  Go- 
vernment. Moreover  the  Emperor  of  Cbina  granted 
him  the  Government  of  all  the  Country  of  Paocbun^ 
at  the  Defire  of  Sojfohj  who  gave  it  up  in  his  Fa- 
vour. 

This  great  Authority  with  which  he  had  inverted 
his  youngeft  Son,  gave  Sufpicion  to  the  two  Elder, 
and  their  Kindred,  who  were  afraid  of  being  fome 
time  or  other  opprefs'd.  Neverthelcfs  they  main- 
tain'd  their  Power  by  their  Right  of  Birth ;  and  by  the 
Precautions  they  took,  died  undifturb*d  in  their  own 
Cities. 

Mm  ^tcbingy  the  Son  of  Hia  cben^  more  difturb*d 
than  his  Father  at  i^hat  he  had  to  fear  from  the  Power 
of  Prince  Tou  cben^  refolv'd  to  furrender  himfelf  to 
the  Emperor,  and  deliver  up  to  him  Kan  bu  ho  tcbeouy 
and  all  the  Places  which  he  had  in  his  Pofleffion.  As 
the  City  Ho  tcbeou  was  a  Place  of  great  Importance 
for  the  Security  of  the  Frontiers  of  the  Empire,  the 
Emperor  very  willingly  accepted  the  Propofal  of  Mou 
tchky  and  granted  him,  and  all  his  Pofterity  in  ge- 
pcral,  every  thing  that  was  neceffary  for  their  living 
in  Credit  in  the  Empire, 

Me  ctbentfou  had  for  his  Heir  his  Son  Kiao  kiting y 
who  was  very  well  belov'd  in  his  little  Dominions, 
but  who  fur\'iy*d  his  Father  but  a  few  Years.  His 
Son  Hia  tcben  fucceeded  him  \  this  Prince  was  paffio- 
nate,  fierce,  and  cruel :  He  fo  incens*d  his  Subjefts, 
^  thoy  attempted  to  depofe  him,  and  fubftitute  in 
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}m  Place  his  Unck  Smnan.  The  Confpjracy  ym 
djfcover'd ;  SounaHf  and  ^impft  ^i^l  h|3  Acpomplk^i 
Virere  put  to  Death. 

One  of  the  chkf  Officers,  pamM  Itfienkku  fpMnd 
|nam$  to  eicape^  and  carry^d  with  l^m  ^chofsy  yrhft 
^fis  of  the  Family  of  the  Prince.  He  ici^'d  upoa 
the  pity  Ki  kou  tciutt^ ;  and  caus-d  him  to  be  pror 
claims  Prince  of  that  Jittle  Stjite.  fb^t  t<hiJ9g  ha- 
ften'd  here  immediately  with  all  his  Forces^  took  the 
Place;  and  causM  tcb^a  to  b^  put  to  Pes|th.  ^^t 
loki^  in  the  midfl:  of  all  thefe  Troubles,  a  fecoad  tiinq 
fimnd  means  to  make  his  Efcape  to  Ho  tcbec^ 

The  General,  Van  tcbao^  had  b^n  made  CJoyernof 
of  this  Place  by  the  Emperor  of  China.  XfieMci 
^rfuaded  him  tliat  the  Conqueft  of  the  Cound-y  of 
Xfing  tang  was  very  cafy,  and  that  there  was  notbi^ig 
hindered  out  that  he  might  make  himfelf  Mafter  of 
i^.  Van  tchao  bdicv'd  him,  and  immediatfcly  attack -d 
the  Kttle  City  Mo  tchouen^  which  he  eafily  took.  It 
was  now  that  Prince  Hia  tcheng^  feeti\g  himfcif  hated 
by  his  People,  and  vigoroully  attacked  by  the  C&V 
htfi^  tefolvM  to  fubmit  to  the  Emperor  on  edvanta- 
ipQp.  geous  Terms  j  he  canx  himfelf  to  meet  f^«  iclm^ 
ofibr'd  all  the  Places  which  he  had  in  Pofleflion,  ^ 
obtained  his  Demands.  The  Eftiperor  ratifyVl  ^fc 
Ti-eaty,  and  gave  the  Goverranentof  this  Jurifdidjon 
t^  Hau  tfing  hoa. 

*  The  lame  thii^  happened  to  L&nc  fii^  one  of  tte 
jBons  of  Mm  fching^  whom  one  of  the  Chiefs  of  the 
jToufan  had  brought  into  the  City  Hi  pa  &ue». 

After  fevcral  Engagem^ts  with  Van  ickao^  in 
which  this  Prince  diftinguifh'^  himfelf  by  a  fiiipri-: 
^g  Valour,  femeitimes  Conqueror,  and  ibtQedmes 
Conquered ,  he  furrendred  upon  an  ad  van^aj^m  Treaty, 
which  the  Emptor  xxwifirm^d ;  and  by  «  4ll  hi»  D^ 
fnalns  were  reunited  to  the  Empire. 

The  Family  of  the  third  Son  of  SoJ/hlo  flourifliy  a 
much  biiger  time.     |t  was  not  d^fpoife&Vl  ol*  it; 
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Priiidpality  till  the  MongouXj  who  took  the  Name  of 
2u^  and  Tuen  tcbao  2&sx  the  Conqueft  of  Cbiha. 

In  die  midft  of  thefe  Troubles,  which  arife  in  the 
Twelfth  Century,  between  the  Emporors  of  China  of 
the  Dynafty  of  the  BtMg^  and  the  Kings  of  the  Ea^ 
ftern  "itsMars^  Nut  tc^y  who  took  the  Name  of  Kitty 
the  Pan^ly  of  I'ou  den  joined  in  Confederacy  with 
the  Kings  of  /&f,  and  under  this  Prote&ion  made  a 
ihift  to  govern  its  Dominions  *  But  at  laft  it  was  in* 
volvM  in  the  common  Ruin  by  the  Viftories  of  the 
Founder  of  the  Tueny  to  whom  our  Eur9pean  Books 
dve  the  Name  Git^  bis  eaUy  and  the  Chimfcy  Tcbin 
kife  ban. 

The  Year  1227,  according  to  the  Cbinefe  Hiftory, 
13  the  JEra  of  the  entire  Ruin  of  the  Tm  fan  \  fmce 
which  Time  they  have  rtoiained  in  their  ancient 
Country,  without  a  Name,  without  Power»  and  too 
happy  to  live  there  in  Peace. 

So  true  it  is,  that  the  Divifion  of  Government  at» 
mdl  always  overturns  the  moft  flourifhing  Monar* 
chies.  The  Teufan  were  always  relpeftcd  by  their 
Nei^bom,  vrhilft  they  had  Kings  capable  of  well 
governing  them. 

Although  the  Form  of  Government  has  been 
chang'd  amongft  the  ^ou  fatty  yet  they  have  always 
held  to  the  fame  Religion.  The  idolatry  of  Fo  was 
the  Religion  of  their  Kings  and  Princes,  as  it  is  ftill 
of  the  Chie6  of  die  Nati(xi«  The  Bonzes  Lamas^ 
and  fbmetimes  the  Bonzes  Ho  cbansy  had  much  Au-^ 
thority  in  theu:  Courts ;  they  even  dioic  them  to  be 
Minifters  of  Stafie^  and  on  ibme  Occaiions  to  command 
the  Armies. 

Superftition  has  increased  amongft  the  Tou  fan 
fincc  then-  Decay.  Under  the  Emperors  Tu  etty  the 
Lamas  became  (o  powerful,  that  die  Families  of  the 
Tartars  accounted  it  an  Honour  to  have  fome  of  their 
Kindred  amongft  thefe  Bonzes.  It  is  likely  this  in-» 
troduc'd  ^unongft  ^e  fou  fan^  then  fubje(£);  to  the 
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Tuettj  the  Cuftemof  giving  to  one  Lama  of  thcFa- 
piily  the  Power  of  Governing  and  Punilhing. 

This  was  chiefly  the  Caufe  of  their  extreme  Ad- 
herence to  Fo.  They  are  not  inclined  to  Liberality, 
unlefs  it  is  for  the  Honour  of  this  Idol,  whom  diey 
enrich  with  their  Offerings  -,  for  they  have  Gold  ia 
fome  of  their  Rivers,  which  they  know  how.  to  work, 
cfpecially  to  make  of  it  Veflels  and  little  Statues. 

The  Ufc  of  Gold  is  very  ancient  amongft  them, 
fince  the  Ckimfe  Books  mention,  that  under  an  Em- 
peror of  the  Dynafty  of  Kany  an  Officer  having  been 
lent  to  the  Tou  fan^  to  complain  of  the  Ravage  com- 
mitted by  fome  of  their  Chiefs  united  in  an  armed 
Bpdy,  they  endeavoured  to  pacify  him  by  offering 
him  a  Set  of  Plates  of  this  Metal.  This  Officcy 
r^fus'd  it,  telling  the  Ton  fan^  That  Rice  in  Difhes  of 
Gold  did  not  relifh  with  him. 

Their  Country  is  very  hilly :  It  is  between  the  Ri- 
vers Hoang  bo  on  the  North,  Ta  long  on  the  Weft, 
and  Tang  tfe  kiang  on  the  Eaft:  Nevprthelels  be- 
tween thefc  Mountains  there  are  fome  fine  Plains, 
which  are  like  thofe  of  Se  tcbuen  and  Tun  nan.  They 
are  principally  on  the  Banks  of  the  great  and  fine  Ri- 
ver Ta  long.  But  there  is  hereabouts  neither  City  or 
Fortrefs  -,  thou^  there  mufl  be  fome  Remains  of 
Cities,  fince  it  is  certain  that  there  have  teen  fome 
formerly.  The  Source  of  Ta  long  is  between  34  and 
3^  Degrees  of  Latitude,  and  in  19  Degrees  of  Longi- 
tude -,   it  is  broad,  and  deep. 

The  Springs  of  the  great  River  Tang  tfe  kiang^ 
which  runs  through  all  Ckna^  are  in  the  Country  of 
the  Tou  fan.  The  mofl  celebrated,  which  the  mofl 
ancient  Books  of  Cima  mention,  is  called  by  the  Gin- 
nefe^  He  chouiy  under  the  33d  Degree  of  latitude, 
and  the  1 5th  of  Longitude  :  But  by  the  Tou  fan  it  is 
nam'd  T^hounac^  and  comes  from  a  Ridge  of  Moun- 
tains which  they  call .  Tchourcoula.  I  have  thought 
fit  to  take  notice  of  this  in  particular,  becaufe  the 
*  *  '  Chinefe 
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I  Qbin^e  Books  of  Geography  fpeak  very  falfly  con-* 
cerning  the  great  River  Tang  tfe  Bang.  Thefc  Wri-r 
ters  have  taken  their  Accounts  from  the  common  Peorr 
pie,  and  in  a -Time  when  there  was  no  Cprrefpondepce 
with  Thibet^  nor  with  t^e  Toufan^ 


Of  the  TAjiTAKs*of  Coconor. 
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EYOND  Siningj  without  tlie  Gates  of  the 
Great  Wall,  are  die  Territories  of  the  Tartars  of 
C$eonor.  They  are  properly  Elutb  by  Nation  ;  but 
fince  the  Extinftion  of  the  Royal  Family,  nam'd 
tuen  tcbao.  They  dwell  to  the  Weft  of  Cbina^  a- 
long  the  Province  Se  tcbuen^  between  this  Pmvince 
^d  Thibet ;  and  took  their  Name  from  a  great 
Lake,  which  the  Cbinefe  call  Si  bai^  that  is,  the 
Wefto-n  Sea,  and  which  they  call  in  their  own  Lan- 
guage, Cocomlj  or  Coconor. 

The  Country  is  pretty  large:  It  is  more  than  Se- 
ven Degrees  from  North  to  South,  and  is  feparated 
from  China  by  fuch  high  and  fteep  Mountains,  that 
they  fcrve  almoft  every  where  inftead  of  a  Wall.  Ne- 
yertheleis.  there  are  fome  foull  Flats  towards  the 
Straits  of  the  Mountains,  elpecially  in  the  Places 
which  are  frequented  by  the  Coconor^  and  by  other 
Strangers ;  as,  for  Inftance,  Tfong  fang  ouei,  in  which 
there  are  kept  fbtne  Battalions  under  the  Condud  of 
a  Tfong  pingy  who  has  other  Troops  in  different  Pofb, 
which  he  dilpofb  of  accoridmg  as  there  is  Occa- 
fion. 

The  principal  Commiodity  of  Tfong  fang  ouei^  is 
a  fort  of  Stuff  made  of  Wool,  call'd  Pou  louj 
tiot  unlike  our  Prize,  but  much  narrower.  It  is 
the  Work  of  the  Tartars  of  Cocomr,  and  of  the 
Sifany  who  have  the  Art  of  Dying  it,  and  who  fell 
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it  of  all  fyrt$  of  Colours.  In  th€  Country  they  often 
make  long  Drefles  of  this  Stuff,  and  at  PeHtig  they 
life  it  to  cover  Sacklles. 

The  Country  of  thcfc  Tartars  which  bord^^  the 
Province  of  5^  tcbuen^  is  not  contiguous  to  the  King* 
dom  of  Pegou  and  Ava^  which  the  Cbinefe  call 
AGeu  and  ^  (ftta^  although  it  is  to  the  South  of  it^ 
bccaufe  between  them  there  are  dreadful  and  in- 
acceffible  Mountains,  inhabited  by  Nations  fcarcely 
known,  and  who,  by  the  Report  of  the  Cbinefe  of 
Tun  nan  J  who  are  their  Neighbours,  are  very  favage, 
without  any  Government  or  I^aws. 

That  which  is  moft  Nordiem,  and  which  borders 
ijpon  the  Tartar^  of  Coconor^  is  call'd  Nou  y .;  and  the 
moft  Southern,  beyond  the  Kingdom  of  Ava^  in  25 
Degrees,  33  Minutes,  is  caird  Lifey  upon  the  Li- 
mits of  Tun  tcbangfou. 

Tke  Entrances  of  thefe  Mountains,  which  make  a 
pod  Part  of  the  Weftcrn  Limits,  have  no  other 
'tortifications  than  thofc  of  Se  tcbuen :  But  confider-^ 
ing  the  Country,  they  are  fufficient  for  the  Security 
of  the  State,  and  the  Commerce  which  Acy  carry  on 
with  Ava  by  Ten  ye  tcbeou^  a  tolerable  City,  on  which 
depend  the  Guards  of  the  neardl  and  moA  frequented 
Strait. 

There  is  lels  Neceflity  for  fortifying  the  Spaces  be- 
tween the  Mountains,  on  the  South  of  Tun  nan  arid 
of  Cbinay  along  the  Confines  of  the  Kingdoms  of 
Z^aos  and  Ton  king :  For  bcfides  rfiat  the  Air  of  this 
Country  is  very  deftruftive  to  Strangers,  it  happens 
diat  the  greateft  Part  of  the  Year  all  the  Country 
hereabouts  is  uncultivated,  wild,  full  of  Rfvers  and 
yery  dangerous  Torrents  ;  this  is  the  Caufe  that  the 
Cbinefe  traffick  fo  Utde,  cither  with  the  Kingdom  of 
LaoSy  which  they  call  Lao  cbou,  or  Lao  fe^  or  with 
Tong  knfg. 

Nevertheleis  P.  Regis  met  at  Tun  nan  fou  fomc 
who  h^d  been  to  traffick  uppn  ^c  Bordo^  of  both 
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K/flgioms,  from  whofe  Memoirs  and  Journal  he  in* 
form'd  hipifelf  of  fpmc  things  concerning  the  Scni* 
thern  Parts  of  Tun  nan^  proportioning  their  Days. 
Journe]rsto  certain  Piftanqes,  meafur'd  between  the 
Places  thro*  which  they  had  pais'd  in  making  tho. 
M^  af  the  neighbouring  Cities, 

The  Cbiueji  Nation  ha3  eactended  its    Power  ta    v 
tfaefe  Tnu^  of  inacceflible  Mountains,  which  in  id 
|;reat  a  Length  are  not  broke  but  by  great  Rivers, 
and  ieetn  to  have  been  made  to  ferve  as  natural  Bounds 
(0  a  large  Kingdom* 

The  Complaints  and  Efforts  of  fome  fmall  Na* 
tim  ^ttt  little  i^Aixied,  who  n^main'd  /hut  up  in 
this  Enclofure ;  as  we  have  obfcrv'd  of  the  Si  fan^ 
who  have  been  enclosed  by  the  great  Wall  of  Si  mng 
and  Kia^  bMn,  Neverthelefs  the  Cbincfe  have  noc 
behav'd  equally  towards  thefe  different  Nations,  which 
we  are  going  to  defcribc, 
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H  E  Nation  of  the  Loki  ruPd  in  Tun  nan^  and 
wa$  governed  by  different  Sovereigns ; .  the  Cbinefe^ 
9&er  having  erected  hjsre  ibme  Forts  and  Cities  in  the 
little  Plains  which  were  uncultivaied,  and  having 
Mght  fome  Battels,  chofe  to  engage  diefe  People  to 
them,  by  givmg  to  their  Lords  vx  ever  the  Seals  and 
all  tlis  Honours  of  the  Cbinefe  Mandarins^  wi^  the 
Titles  of  tcbifm  of  ^cH  tcbeou^  Sec.  on  condition^ 
werddefi^  that  they  fhould  acknowledge  the  Em- 
peror, and  be  fubjedt  to  the  Governor  of  the  PrcK 
▼inoe  in  common  Afiairs,  after  die  lame  manner  as 
the  Mandarins  of  China  of  die  lame  Rank ;  that 
laoreover  they  fhould  receive  from  die  Emperor  the 
laycftjtqie oi  ti^  Laods^  and  that  d^ofe  who  had 

not 
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not  received  his  Confent,  Ibould  have  no  Power  to 
exercife  any  Authority  ;  the  Emperor  promifing  on 
his  Part  to  invcft  the  higheft  Heir. 

The  holos  arc  as  well  made  as  the  Chine fe^  and 
more  inur'd  to  Hardftiip, 

Their  Language  is  different  from  the  Chinefe: 
They  have  a  fort  of  Writing  which  leems  to  be  the 
feme  as  that  of  the  Bonzes  of  Pegou  and  Aua.  Thefe 
People  ingratiate  themfelves  with  the  richeft  and  moft 
powerful  of  the  Lolos^  who  inhabit  in  the  Weftern 
Part  of  Tun  nan^  and  have  here  built  great  Temples 
of  a  very  different  Strufture  from  the  Chinefe,  The 
Ceremonies,  the  Prayers,  and  all  the  facred  Worfhip 
is  the  fame  as  at  Pegou. 

The  Lords  of  Lolos  are  the  unlimited  Mailers  of 
their  Subjefts,  and  have  Power  to  punifh  them  even 
with  Death,  without  waiting  for  the  Sentence  of  the 
Viceroy,  or  even  of  the  Court-:  They  arc  likewife 
jerv'd  with  an  incredible  Ardour  and  Zeal. 

Every  one  looks  upon  it  as  a  high  Preferment  to 
-be  admitted  into  the  Service  of  the  Palace.  '  This 
Word  is  more  fuitable  to  thefe  Edifices,  than  to  fo 
-  many  Chinefe  Tribunals  *  which  they  call  by  this 
Name,  in  fome  Accounts,  although  for  the  mofl 
Part  they  arc  poorly  repaired,  and  fcarcely  inhabita- 
ble. The  Lolou  who  look  upon  the  Hall  where 
they  give  Audience,  and  all  other  Apartments,  as 
their  Property,  take  care  to  keep  them  in  Repair, 
and  beautify  them.  Befides  the  Officers  of  the 
Houfhold,  and  others  which  ferve  by  the  Quarter, 
they  have  Captains  who  command  the  Militia  of  the 
Country.  Part  of  this  Militia  confifts  in  Horfe,  the 
other  is  made  up  of  Foot,  which  are  arm'd  with  Ar- 
rows, Spears,. and  often  with  Muskets. 
.  Although  the  Horfes  of  Tun  nan^  as  well  as  thofe 
of  Se  tcbucn^  are  the  fmailefl  of  Ctina^  they  are  very 
much  valued ;  for  befides  that  they  are  of  a^  fine  Co- 
lour, and  wellrproportion'd,  they  are  ftron^,  lively, 
and  tradable.  Th^ 
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The  Mountains  within  their  Bounds  fnuft  afford 
Mines  of  Iron  and  Copper,  for  they  make  their  own 
Arms.  The  Cbinefe  fometimes  carry  Arms  to  thern^ 
and  there  are  fome  who  infinuate  themfelves  into  the 
Houies  of  the  Lords,  and  enrich  themfelves  at  the 
Coft  of  their  Subjefts. 

The  Country  abounds  in  all  Sorts  of  Commodities^ 
and  is  enrich*d  with  Mines  of  Gold  and  Silver.  The 
Drefs  of  the  Pople  Lolo  is  a  Pair  of  Drawers,  a 
Linen  Veft  which  comes  no  lower  than  the  Knees, 
and  a  Straw  Hat,  They  go  with  their  Legs  naked, 
and  wear  nothing  but  Sandals. 

The  Lords  wear  a  Tartar  Habit  of  Satin  or  Da- 
mask ;  d«  Ladiesj  over  a  long  Gown  which  reached 
to  their  Fe6t,  wear  i  little  Cloke  which  comes  no 
lower  than  the  Waift-  It  is  in  this  Habit  that  they 
ride,  even  in  the  Marriage  Ceremonies,  or  in  the 
Vifits  which  they  pay,  accompanied  with  their  Wait- 
ing-Women on  Horfeback,  and  their  Domeflicks  on 
Foot, 
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H  E  Miao  Jfee  are  fcattered  in  the  Provinces  of 
Se  tcbuen^  Koei  tcbeou^  Hon  quango  and  ^angfty 
and  upon  the  Frontiers  of  the  Province  of  ^ang  tong. 
Under  this  general  Name  divers  People  are  com- 
prised ;  the  greateft  Part  only  differing  from  one  ano- 
ther in  certain  Cuftoms,  and  by  fome  fmall  Variety 
m  the  Language.  Such  are  the  Miao  Jfee  ofSe  tcbuetiy 
of  the  Weft  oi  Hon  quango  and  of  the  North  oi  Koei 
I  tcbetm.  They*  are  more  cruel  and  favagp  than  the 
Lolosj  and  greato*  Enemies  oF  the  Chinefe. 

To  fiAdue  them,  or  at  leaft  to  keep  them  under, 
dicy  have  built  large  Forts  in  fome  wretched  Places' 
with  an  inaedible  Charge ;  but  by  it  they  Have  fuc- 

ceeded 
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eeeded  in  hindering  their  Communication  with  on^ 
AQOCher.  So  the  moift  powerful  of  the  Miaojfee  au^ 
Uock'd  up  with  Forts  and  Towns  ^  which  are  very  c»- 
penfiye  to  the  State,  but  which  preicrve  the  Peace. 

Tbofc  which  we  are  now  fpesucing  of^  are  as  un- 
limited Mailers  of  their  People  as  the  Lo  las,  but 
they  have  not,  like  them,  received  the  Dignity  of 
Tcbi  fou  of  Tcbi  tcbeou,  &c.  They  are  accounted  fub- 
dued  if  they  remain  quiet :  If  they  do  any  A6ls  of 
Hoftility,  either  to  revenge  themielves  of  the  Cintuffe^ 
'  who  are  often  very  troublefome  Neighbourf,  or  to 
give  Proofs  of  their  Vatour,  upon  which  they  much 
value  themfelves,  believing  diey  are  better  Horiemen 
than  any  other  Nation,  tlie  CUnefis  are  Content  wkh 
drivkig  them  back  into  their  Mountains,  without  at« 
tempting  to  force  them  thence.  The  Viceroy  of  the 
Province  in  vain  citses  them  to  appear  even  by  Proxy, 
fcr  they  do  juft  as  they  pleafe.  One  of  thcfe  Mta$jjee 
X/>ni8  having  been  invited  to  come  to  a:  Meetii^^ 
where  he  was  expefted  by  the  Viceroys  of  Tun  nan 
and  KcA  tcbeou  fe  tcbuen^  and  two  Grandees  of  Peking 
'  fent  by  the  Court  to  examine  the  Complaints  which 
one  of  the  Governors  had  made  of  his  Conduft,  re- 
folutely  refused  to  go  thither  ;  upon  which  the  Gran- 
dees of  the  Court  thought  fit  to  diffemble,  and  treat 
vith  him  by  way  o^  Negodation. 

Thefe  Lords  have  not  only  their  Officers  ISce  the 
Lo  ksy  but  have  under  thom  Lofda  of  a  knivcr  Rank,' 
who,  although  Mtfters  of  their  Vaffids,  aac  fcnda* 
tory,  and  obliged  to  bring  thcif  Troops  when  they 
are  ordered.  Thefe  Lords  Hou&s  Jtrc  as  good  as 
the  beft  of  the  Cbmefe^  thdr  ufiial  Arms  are  the 
Bow  and  the  Half  Pike.  The  Saddles  dit  well  made, 
and  diiierent  from  the  Cbinefey  being  narrower,  higher, 
and  having  Stirrups  of  painted  Wood- 

Their  Horfes  arc  very  much  valued,  either  on 
account  of  their  Swiftnels,  with  whidi  they  climb 
up  the  highd);  Mountains,  and  con^down  oniGal" 

lop, 
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lop,  or  for  their  Agitiqr  in  jumping  over  the  wideft 
Ditches.  There  are  feme  ibid  in  thele  Parts,  but 
at  an  eattravagant  Price. 

The  Chief  Mandarins  jbtnetinies  have  them  as  Pne* 
&nts  from  their  under  OfScers,  who  boy  them  at  a 
£;reat  Price,  to  get  the  Favour  of  their  Protestor*  ( 
or  even  of  the  Lords  of  Miaojec^  when  they  have  a 
good  utxkrlUnding  with  them.  The  Cbineje  relate 
furprifing  things  oonceming  them,  ^hich  feenoi  very 
iabuibus. 

What  they  itlate,  which  is  not  ak<^cther  incredi- 
i3je,  is,  tfatt  when  titey  areabwt  to  choofe  the  Officen 
of  the  Troop6,  they  oblige  the  Candidates  to  make 
die  Horfes  which  they  ride  upon,  jump  over  a  Dicch  of 
a  certain  Breadth,  wherein  there  is  lighted  a  Wt^ 
Fife,  and  to  order  the  Soldiers  to  ride  full  fpeod  down 
the  liig^ieft  Mountains.  They  relate  many  other  thiogp 
like  thefe,  in  which  they  run  great  Rifqucs,  if  it  is 
poffiUe  for  a  few  Heroes  of  this  Nation  to  perform 
fiichWpnders.  / 

Tbe  Miaojfee^  which  are  in  the  loidft,  tind  oh  tht 
Soudi  of  the  Province  of  Km  ttbeou^  differ  from  thefe 
only  in  refjpeft  of  Liberty ;  fi>r  widiout  minding  the 
difierent  Names  which  the  Cbinfji  of  die  Country  give 
diem,  which  are  die  Names  of  Colonies,  come  fiom 
other  Places,  or  fent  by  the  ^nqierors  and  Cooquert 
ors  c^tliis  l4ovince,  one  may  divide  them  icto  ACm 
£ie  Unconquer^d,  and  JMBao  Jfce  Conquered. 

Thefe  are  ftill  of  two  Sorts  ;  fome  obey  the  Cbintfo 
Magiftrates,  and  make  a  Part  of  the  Cbinefe  People^ 
from  whom  they  are  diftinguifli'd  by  iiothing  but  a 
Sort  of  Head  Drels,  which  they  ^car  iuflcad  of  the 
common  Cap  which  the  Chineft  ofe.  \ 

The  others  have  hereditary  Mandarins^  who  were 
originally  little  Officers ,  that  fiar'd  in  the  €bin^ 
Army  of  Hong  vou^  in  tbe  beginning  of  the  1a£b  Royal 
Family,  and  who  by  way  of  ftccompcncc  were  made 
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Mafters,  Ibmc  of  fix,  others  often,  or  even  a  greater 
Number  of  Villages  of  the  Conquered  Miaojfee. 

Thefe  new  Mmers  were  fupported  by  Garrifons 
placed  in  different  Pofts,  which  were  the  beft  of  the 
Country,  M^herein  are  the  Cities  which  are  feen  to  this 
Day.  The  Miao  jje6  accuftom'd  themfelves  by  de- 
grees to  the  Yoke,  and  now  diey  look  upon  their 
Mandarins  as  if  they  were  of  their  own  Nation,  and 
they  have  received  almoft  all  their  Cuftoms. 

.  Neverthelefs  they  have  not  forgot  their  Country* 
They  talk  of  what  Province  and  City  they  belong 
to,  and  how  many  Generations  they  compute  in  th^ 
Province  of  Kod  tcbeou.  The  greateft  Part  compute 
fourteen,  fome  fixteen,  which  agrees  with  the  JEr^ 
of  Hong  vou. 

Although  their  Jurifdiftion  is  fmall,  they  do  not 
want  for  Riches:  Their  Houfes  are  large,  commo- 
dious, and  kept  in  good  Repair. ;  they  hear  at  the 
firit  Demand  the  Caufes  of  their^ubjeds ;  they  have 
a  Right  to  punifh  them,  but  not  to  put  them  to 
Death*  Fropi  their  Courts  they  appeal  immediately 
to  the  Tribunal  of  the  Tcbi  fou^  and  they  have  cmly 
the  Prerogatives  of  Tchi  Hen. 

They  wrap  up  their  Heads  with  a  Piece  of  Lineii, 
and  wear  nothing  but  a  fort  of  Doublet  and  Breeches : 
But  their  Mandarins  and  their  domefiick  Servants  are 
clothed  after  the  &me  Manner  as  the  Mandarins  and 
Chinefeoiiht  Country;  elpecially  when  they  go  to. 
the  City,  to  vifit  the  I'cbi  fou  or  any  other  Man- 
darm. 

It  is  by  thefe  Mandarins  of  Miao  Jfee  that  the  Mif- 
fionaries  who  made  the  Maps  of  thefe  Provinces,  have 
had  fome  Intelligence  of  the  Unconquer*d  Miao  jpse^ 
who  are  in  the  Pr9vince  of  Kod  tcheou  towards  Zi 
png  fou^  zxid  who  take  up  more  than  forty  of  our 
L^gues.  For  although  they  coafted  along  the  North 
and  Weft  of  their  Country,  in  making  the  Map  of 

the 
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the  Chine/e  Cities,  and  of  the  Polls  taken  up  by  the 
SoJdiers,  who  are  round  about  almoft  within  Sight 
of  their  Borders,  they  never  faw  one  of  the  Unfub- 
ducd  Aiiao  JJee. 

They  told  them  that  thefe  Uncqnqiier'd  Mtao  Jfee 
have  Houfes  built  of  Brick  of  one  Story  high,  and 
like  thofe  of  the  Conqucf^  Miao  Jfee.  In  the  Ground 
Room  they  put  the  Cattle,  Oxen,  C6ws,  Sheep,  Hogs, 
for  in  thefe  Parts  one  hardly  fees  any  other  Animals, 
not  even  Horfes  ;  this  makes  their  Houfes  dirty  and 
ftinking,  in  fo  much  that  thofe  who  are  not  ufed  to 
it,  can  fcarcely  lie  in  the  Upper  Room.  And*indeed 
the  Tartars  choofe  rather  to  lie  in  the  poor  Lodgings 
of  the  Soldiers,  than  in  thefe  Houfes,  which  in  other 
refpefts  appear  pretty  well  built. 

Thefe  Miao  Jfee  are  divided  into  Villages,  and  live 
in  great  Unity  together,  although  they  are  governed 
by  none  but  by  the  Seniors  of  every  Village.  They 
cultivate  the  Earth,  make  Linen,  and  forts  of  Car- 
pets, which  ferve  them  for  Coverlets  in  the  Night. 
This  Linen  is  not  good,  and  is  like  bad  Muflins , 
but  the  Cafpets  are  well  woven.  Some  are  of  Silk, 
of  different  Colours,  red,  yellow,  and  green  ;  o- 
thersof  raw  Thread,  made  of  a  fort  of  tiemp,  which 
they  dye  after  the  lame  Manner.  Their  Drefs  is  on- 
ly a  Pair,  of  Drawers,  and  a  fort  of  great  Coat  which 
Aey  foM  over  their  Stomach.  The  Chine/e  Mer- 
chants find  means,  by  the  Procurement,  very  likely, 
of  the  Mandarins  of  the  Conquered  Miao  Jfee^  to  trade 
^iththe  Savage  Miao  Jfee ^  and  to  buy  the  Wood  of 
their  Forefts  which  they  cut  down,  and  throw  in- 
to a  River  which  runs  through  the  middle  of  their 
Country.  The  Chine/e  who  are  of  the  other  Side,  a 
litde  lower,  receive  it,  and  make  it  into  great  Floats. 
The  Price  of  the  Merchandife  is  left  in  the  Hands  ot 
him  whom  they  agree  upon  ;  this  Price  confifts  com- 
monly of  a  certain  Number  of  Cows,  Oxen,  and  Buf- 
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faloes.  Of  the  Skins  of  thefc  Animals  the  Mtao  Jfet 
make  Cuiraffes,  which  they  cover  with  little  Plates 
of  Iron,  or  beaten  Copper,  which  makes  them  very 
ponderous,  but  very  itrong,  and  of  gticat  Ufc  to 
thcfe  Nations.      * 

Amongft  the  Conquered  Miao  ffee^  there  are  fomc 
who  have  Chiefe  of  their*  own  Nation ;  but  thefe 
Qiiefs  have  not  the  CivU  Power.  Moreover  they 
differ  from  the  CUnefe^  becaufc  they  always  make 
their  Abode  in  the  Villages,  and  never  come  to  the 
City  l^pt  on  fome  extraordinary  CX:cafion. 

Thole  which  die  Cbinefe  call  Mou  laoj  which  figni- 
fies.  Rats  of  the  Wood,  and  who  are  fituated  but  three 
or  four  Leagues  from  the  Pofts  of  Tun  natty  by  the 
Province  oxKoei  tcbeou^  are  better  cloath'd  than  any 
other  Miaojfee  of  the  Province.  The  Shape  of  their 
Garment  is  like  a  Bag,  wide  at  die  Bottom,  and  cut 
in  two  Pieces  below  the  fllbo  w.  Underneath  there  is 
a  fort  of  Veft  of  another  Colour  j  the  Seams  arc  co- 
vered with  the  fmalleft  Shells  they  find  in  the  Seas  of 
Tun  nany  or  in  the  Lakes  of  the  Country.  The  Cap 
and  the  reft  of  their  Drefs  are  much  the  fame*  The 
Stuff  is  made  of  large  Threads,  twiftcd  from  a  fort 
of  Hemp  and  Herbs,  which  is  to  us  unknown.  It  is 
.  probably  that  which  they  make  ufe  of  in  the  Carpets 
before   mention'd,    which  is  fometimes    woven  all 

glain,  and  of  one  Colour,  and  fometimes  in  little 
quares  of  different  Colours* 
Amongft  the  Inftruments  of  Mufick  which  they 
play  on,  there  is  one  composed  of  many  Imall  Pipes 
inferted  into  a  greater,  which  has  a  Hole,  or  a  fort 
of  Reed,  whole  Sound  is  fweeter  and  more  agreeable 
than  the  Cinnefe  Cbin^  which  they  look  upon  as  a 
little  Hand-Organ.  They  know  how  to  keep  Time 
in  Dancing,  and  exprefs  in  it,  very  well,  the  gay  and 
the  grave  Airs,  and  fometimes  they  play  upon  a  fort 
of  Guitar  ;  at  other  times  they  beat  upon  an  Inftru- 

ment 
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ment  compofed  of  two  little  Drums,  let  <mt  ag^inft 
anbthcr  5  afterwards  they  tuhi  k  tipfide  down ,  as  if . 
they  were  about  to  throw  it  d&ij^   and  dafti  it  |n 

i   Pleas. 

i       Thefe  People  have  not  amongft  them  any  Bonzes 

\  wh6  adhere  to  the  Religion  of  Fo.  Being  thus  free 
from  this  unhappy  Etigagemei^,  which  is  a  grcit 
Obftade  td  the  £Unefe  and  Lolosi  they  might  more 
resdily  embrace  tte  true  Religion  ;  if  mey  have  not 
araongft  theni  (which  we  are  i^orant  of)  fome  woffe 
Seducers,  fiich  as  fome  Tartar  Jugglef s  are* 
^  In  dutt  Part  of  Hoiu  quahg  wliich  is  neareft  the  Pro- 
vince of  ^dng  tmgy  and  that  of  ^angji  which  is 
dependant  on  Ttitng  tcheou  foky  are  Mia9£ie  lefs  tj- 
Vilir'd,  akhough  they  are  thought  to  acknowledge 
the  Jurildiaian  of  the  Ncighboiiring  Mandarins,  afjd 
pay  the  Tribute,  which  they  carry  fuch  as  they  pleafe, 
aikd  when  they  pleafe  5  for  in  fome  Places  they  do 
not  pd-mit  any  Officer  of  the  CjWw^  Tribunal  to  eft- 
ttr  xt^n  thck  Borders,  and  if  he  doei,  he  runs  the 
Risk  of  his  Life.  They  go  with  their  Feet  naked, 
aild  by  comiriiaal  running  upon  their  Mountains,  they 
hive  fo  iriur*d  themfelvcs,  that  they  c}amber  up  the 
fte^peft  Rocksr,  and  walk  upon  the  moft  ftony  Grouncb, 
^th  an  incredildi  Swiftrms,  arid  without  recdving 
the  Icaft  Inconvenience. 

The  Head-Drds  of  the  Women  ii  fomething  odd 
and  fentaftical.  They  put  upon  their  Heads  a  light 
Bo»d,  nibre  than  a  Foot  long,  and  five  ot  fix  Inches 
broad,  which  they  cover  with  their  Hair,  Jaftening 

I  it  with  Wax,  fo  that  they  feem  to  have  a  Hair  Hat. 
They  cannot  lean,  nor  lie  down,  but  by  leaning  ui>- 
on  their  Necks  •,  and  they  are  obliged  to  tijrn  their 

i  Heads  continually  to  the  Right  and  the  Left  along 
the  Roads,  whfch  in  this  Country  are  full  of 
Woods  and  Thickets.  The  greateft  Difficulty  is 
when  they  would  comb  themfelves;    they  muft  fit 

.  whole  Hours  by  the  Fire,  to  melt  the  Wax.    After 

F  2  having 
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After  having  cleaned  their  Hair,  which  they  dothrce 
or  four  times  a  Year,  they  |3Cgin  again  to  drcfs  their 
Heads  in  the  fame  Manner. 

The  Miao  Jfee  think  that  this  Head-Drefs  is  very 
agreeable,  ^nd  that  it  efpecially  becomes  the  Youhg 
Women.  The  Old  Women  don't  take  fo  much  Pains, 
but  content  themfelves  with  gathering  their  Hair 
upon  the  Top  of  the  Head  with  knotted  Twifts. 

Thefe  Miao  Jfee  are  likcwife  called  by  the  CHnefe 
Li  ^i»,and  Taojfee  •,  they  have  many  odier  Names,  or 
rather  many  Nick-Names,  for  all  thefe  Names  (which 
may  have  been  remarked  already)  and  others  luch  like, 
are  (o  many  Names  of  Contempt  and  Raillery,  which 
the  Chinefe  are  not  Iparing  of.  Thofe  which  they  call 
Pa  tcba  i,  upon  the  Frontiers  of  ^an  tong,  and  the 
Lou  tchai  upon  thofe  of  ^ang  Ji^  are  more  feared 
than  icom'd  by  the  Chinefe  their  Neighbours,  whe- 
ther of  Hon  quang  or  ^an  tong.  The  firft  are  called 
fo,  becaufc  their  principal  Towns  are  in  Number 
eight';  and  the  laft,  becaufe  they  have  fix,  which 
.  ferve  them  as  Refuges. 

The  Chinefe  have  built  fortified  Towns  on  the 
North,  Eaft,  and  Weft  of  thefe  Countries;  which 
feem  to  have  been  built  for  no  other  purpofe  than 
to  hinder  the  Incurfions  of  thefe  little  Nations,  for 
their  Situation  is  very  inconvenient.  If  one  adds  to 
thefe  Towns  all  the  Forts  which  have  been  erefted  a- 
bout  their  Territories,  there  are  above  twenty. 

Some  of  thefe  Forts  are  ncglefted  under  the  prefent 
Family ;  yet  there  are  more  than  half  w  hich  they 
ftill  keep  in  Repair,  ^d  which  are  pretty  well  Gar- 
rifoned.  Thefe  Miao  jfee  were  wont  to  fall  upon  the 
Chinefe^  but  they  have  at  laft  obtained  that  they  ihould 
put  one  of  their  People  in  the  Hands  of  the  Neigh- 
bouring Mandarin,  who  fhould  be  a  Hoftage  for 
their  good  Behaviour.  Moreover  they  have  engaged 
themfelves  to  live  peaceably  with  the  Chinefe^  either 
becaufe  they  have  a  Defign  to  come  and  traffick  in 

-     -  their 
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I  their  Cities,  or  becaufe  they  don't  like  to  come  out  of 
\  their  Mountains, 

The  Miao  Jfee  of  the  Province  of  S^uangfi  are  up- 
on another  l^ooting :  They  exercife  upon  their  Sub- 
jcds  the  Jurifdiftion  of  Tcbifou  of  Tchi  hien^  &c.  by 
i  a  Prerc^tive  which  has  been  hereditary  to  them  for 
j  many  Centuries.     They  are  originally  Chinefe\  their 
'  Anceftors  followed  the  two  Conquerors  of  thcfc  Coun- 
tries and  Ton  kingy  whofe  Names  were  Fou  pao  and 
Ma  yuen.    The  firft  was  the  Generaliflimo  of  the  Ar- 
I  mies  fent  by  the  Emperor  S^uang  vm  ti  againft  the 
Rebels  of  the  South,  and  the  Tong  kinois^  who  taking 
Advantage  of  the  Troubles  of  the  Empire,  had  taken 
by  Force  the  Places  which  they  found  convenient  for 
them, 

Md  yuen  the  General  march'd  againft  them,  and  ' 
drove  them  back  within  their  ancient  Borders,  and  fo 
frighten'd  them,  that  his  Name,  after  fix  Centuries,  is 
ftill  fear'd  amongft  them.  He  caus'd  a  Pillar  of  Brals 
to  be  rais*d  upon  the  Mountain,  which  icrves  for  a 
Boundary,  withthefe  Chinefe Words:  Tong  tcbou  Tchi 
tcbe  Kio  tchi  tchi  mie^  which  fignify,  that  they  fliould 
deftroy  the  !tonz  kinois^  if  they  pafs'd  that  Brazen 
Pillar.  ^  ^  ^ 

The  Tong  kinois  ftill  look  upon  this  Infcription,  one 
of  the  oldeft  of  all  Cbina^  as  a  Prophecy,  which  de- 
notes the  Duration  of  their  Monarchy,  and  which 
fliall  continue  till  that  Brazen  Column  ftaall  be  entircy 
ly  conftim'd  by  Time ;  therefore  they  take  great  Care 
to  flicker  it  from  the  Injuries  of  the  Weather,  and 
furround  it  with  great  Stones,  to  render  it  more  fteady. 
They  believe  that  in  prefer ving  this,  they  fix  the  De* 
ftiny  of  their  Kingdom. 

Ma. yuen  permitted  his  Officers  and  valiant  Soldiers 
towards  the  Frontiers  to  fecurc  a  Poflcffion,  and  he 
made  them  Matters  of  every  Thing  which  he  diftri- 
buted  to  them.  So  thefe  Mandarins  of  the  Miao  Jfee 
hold,  from  the  -Beginning,  their  Authority  from  the 
I  F  3  Emperor, 
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Emperor,  to  whom  they  3rc  Tributary.  They  have 
their  Soldiers,  their  Officers,  aqd  do  not  want  for 
Fire- Arms,  which  they  either  make  themfdves  in  their 
Mountains,  or  buy  privj^tdy  of  the  Chinefe. 

That  which  is  very  troublcfome  for  thefe  People,  is, 
that  they  are  at  War  continually  with,  and  deftroy- 
ing  one  another : '  Revenge  never  die^  amongft  them, 
l?ut  defcend$  to  their  Pofterity  j  the  Great  Grand  Child 
Ihall  endeavour  the  Revenue  of  his  Gre^t  Grandfa- 
ther's Death,  if  he  believes  it  is  not  fufficiently  re- 
venged before.  The  Cbinejc  Mandarins  do  not  c^rc  to 
run  any  Hazard,  to  eftablifh  Peace  amongft  thefe  Peo- 
ple J  they  willingly  wink  at  that  whldi  they  cannot 
hinder,  without  risking  the  Lives  of  the  Cbinefi 
Soldiers. 

The  Language  of  the  MtaoffeeofSe  tcbuen^  of  die 
Weft  of  Hou  quango  of  the  ^}Qrth  of  Koei  tcbeou^  is 
the  fame  s  there  is  only  foine  Pifference  in  the  Pronun- 
ciations, ^d  fome  particular  Words :  But  that  of  the 
Miaoffee^  towards  Li  fif\gfoUy  is  accounted  mixt  with 
the  Ckneje  and  the  true  Miao  j^ee^  for  the  People  of 
both  Nations  underiland  one  another  very  well.  Th^ 
fay  tha.t  there  are  fome  Countries  between  ^an^  ^, 
Hou  quango  and  KoA  tcbeouj  of  which  thofe  that  arc 
to  the  North  xkt .  Aftao  Jfee  do  not  underft^d  \  this 
}s  what  the  Conquer*d  Miaoffee  affirm, 

The  Cbinefe  give  all  thefe  AfiaoJJee  a  very  bad  CJia-r 
rafter  J  they  fay,  thefe  People  are  wavering,  treache- 
rous, lavage,  and  particularly  very  great  Thieves, 
This  did  not  appear  true  to  P.  Regis,  and  the  Mif- 
fionaries  that  accompanied  him  in  making  the  Map 
of  thefe  Provinces  j  on  the  contrary  they  found  them 
very  faithful  in  returning  the  Clothes  with  which  they 
wefQ  trufted,  very  attentive  to,  and  diligent  in  obey- 
ing their  Orders,  laborious,  and  ready  to  do  any  thing. 
But  perhaps  the  Miao  Jfee  have  Reafon  to  be  diffatis- 
fied  with  the  Cbinefe,  who  have  taken  from  them  ^1 
fhfjr  beft  L^nds,  and  who  continue  to  feize  on  what- 
ever 
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e¥9r  they  fin4  is  *  for  their  Conycniency^  if  not  pre- 
ye|i«rf  by  i^t  Fear  of  thofe  they  endeavour  to 
f)m^'  However,  it  is  certain  that  the  C&'- 
n^e  i»}fb^  love  nor  value  the  Miao  jfee  and  the 
jU^j,  2^  that  thefe  People  have  ftill  lefs  Afie<fiion 
ifor  the  Qiwefey  whpm  'they  look  upon  as  hard  and 
QiQuble^Eoe  Mailers,  who  keep  them  £hut  up  by  their 
Ganrifons,  and  as;  k  were  wedg'd  in  by  a  loqe  Wa^U 
which  deprives  irhem  of  all  Communication  with  other 
Cowtriea,  from  which  they  might  ^et  Afliftance. 

If  one  fees  in  the  Koei  tchjmy  and  in  the  other  Ter- 

mcf  ies^  which  formerly  hek)iig^d  to  them,  or  which 

they  at  p^eien^  poflefs,  any  Towers,  Citic3,  or  Bridges, 

^y  w^eall  bjiik  by  thtChinefe.    The  Iron  Brieve, 

as  k  is  call'd,  which  is  in  ^i  tcbiou^  upon  the  great 

^09A  to  X^»  nan,  i$  the  Work  of  a  Cbitfe/s  Gieiieral, 

whole  fi^fj[^  is  cpt  in  a  large  Piece  of  Ms^ble  on  one 

Sde  of  Ae  J^a/f  ho :  This  is  a  Torrent,  which  is  not 

wide,  bot  y^  doep.    On  each  Bank  there  is  a  great 

CIqqi:  byilt  i)egwe$;n  two  Stone  Piers,  which  are  fis^  pr 

fcvcn  Feet  broad,  and  fcventeen  or  eighteen  high.  .From 

eachPio-,  On  the  Eaft  Side,  hang  four  Chains  by  great 

Rings,  which  are  faften'd  to  the  Pic^s  on  the  other 

Side,  and  kept  together  by  little  Chains,  which  make 

it  look  like  Network  wkh  great  Mefhes.     There  are 

laid  upon  this  ibme  great  Planks  faAen'd  to  each 

other,  but  as  they  do  not  come  quite  home  to  the 

i^iers,  becaufe  the  Chains  belly  out,  efpeci^ly  when 

thty  are  loaded,  therefore  there  are  feften*d  Cpufoles  or 

Brackets  on  the  fame  Level  with  the  Poor,   which 

fiq>port  a  Floor  that  reaches  to  the  Planks  upon  the 

Chains :  On  the  Sides  of*  the  Planks  there  are  placed 

little  Pilafters  of  Woodi  that  fupport  a  Roof  of  the 

feme.  Matter  continued  from  one  Side  to  the  other, 

the  Epds  refting  upon  the  Piers. 

The  QUnefe  have  made  fome  other  Bridge;5  in  imi- 
ftliim  of  Tbi§,  which  is  fanK)us  thro*  the  whole  Em- 
pire i  there  is  one  efpeci^Uy,  that  is  pretty  well  known, 

F  4  upon 
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upon  the  River  JGn  cha  kiangy  in  the  ancient  Country 
of  the  Lo  los  of  the  Province  of  Tun  nan ;  and  in 
the  Province  of  Se  tcbuen  there  are  two  or  three  more, 
which  arc  only  Supported  by  great  Ropes  *,  but  thcfe, 
tho*  fmall,  are  tottering  and  unfafe,  and  nothing  biit 
Neceffity  could  make  one  venture  to  crofs  them. 

They  have  fucceeded  better  in  fome  Parts, '  both 
in  the  Province  of  Se  tcbuen^  at  the  Foot  of  the  Moun- 
tains poffefs*d  by  the  Miao  ffee^  and  in  the  Province 
of  Chen  fi^  and  in  the  Dilbift  of  Han  tchong  fou : 
They  have,  by  the  Afliftance  of  Confoles,  faften'd 
Pieces  of  Timber  into  the  Rocks,  upon  which  they 
have  laid  thick  Planks,  and  io  have  made  Bridges 
over  Vallies,  which  ferve  for  Roads,  and  fometimes 
are  of  a  confiderable  Length. 

All  thefe  Works  were  done  by  the  Ancient  Chinefe^ 
who  were  fettled  in  thefe  Provinces ;  which  plainly 
Ihe W8  the  Superiority  of  Genius  of  thefe  People,  not 
only  over  the  Miao  Jfee^  and  the  Lo  losy  but  even  over 
all  their  neighbouring  Nations,  whether  of  Weft  or 
South; 


^n  Account  of  the  Journey  of  the  Peres  Bourcs, 
Fontenay,GerbilIon,  LcComte,  ^W  Vcfdelou, 
from  the  Port  of  Ning  Po  to  Peking;  with 
a  very  exaSi  and  particular  Defcription  of  all 
the  Places  through  which  they  pafl^  in  the  Pro* 
vinces  of  Tchc  Kiang,  Kiang  nan,  Chan  tong, 
and  Pe  tchcli. 

QN  November  the  26th,  1687,  we  fet  Sail  from 
Ning  Po^  on  our  Journey  to  Peking^  to  which 
Place  we  were  order'd  to  repair  by  the  Emperor; 
we  embarked  in  the  Evening  with  a  Mandarin,  who 
fy^^s    appointed    to    attend    us    by    the    Governor, 

The 
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The 27th,  in  tibe  Morning,  we  palled  by  Tu yaa  Hen: 
[Within  the  Bounds  of  this  City  is  a  pretty  high 
Mountain,  on  which  there  is  not  a  Houfc  to  be  fecn . 
but  towards  the  J'oot  of  it.  A  little  River  feparates 
the  City  from  a  Palace,  which  was  built  by  Li  Co  lao^ 
to  perpetuate  the  Memory  of  the  Father  of  the  Em- 
j  peror  Van  lie.  , 

I  He  encbmpais'd  a  large  Space  of  Ground  with 
Walls,  which  afterwards  was.  peopled,  arid  is  beconie 
I  a  Part  of  the  City.  There  is  a  Communication  from 
\  one  Part  to  the  other,  by  a  Bridge  of  three  Arches, 
I  pretty  well  built  ^  n^r  which  appear  ieven  or  eight . 
Triumphal  Arches,  which  are  placed  fo  near  each 
I  other  dmt  they  feem  contiguous. 

The  fame  Efcay  in  the  Evening  we  pafs'd  two  Dikes, 
and  foon  after  we  came  to  a  Place  where  they  hoift  up  the 
Barks,  in  order  to  convey  them  into  a  Canal,  which, 
is  nine  or  ten  Foot  higher  than  the  Level  of  the  Ri- 
ver.   They  hoift  up  the  Bark  by  means  of  a  Slope  .  • 
I  or  Declivity  paved  with  large  Stones,  and  when  they 
I  have  got  it  to  the  Top,  they  let  it  Aide  dpwn  another 
:  into  die  Canal.    There  are  People  who  wait  to  be, 
hired  for  this  Purpofe  •,  they  are  not  above  a  Quarter 
}  of  an  Hour  about  it,  having  the  Help  of  two  Cap- 
;  ftans. 

That  Part  of  the  Country  which  we  -faw  confifts 
of  large  well  cultivated  Plains,  bounded  with  barren. 
I  Rocks,  and  frightful  Mountains,  fome  of  which  are 
covered  with  Pine  and  Cyprefs-Trees.  Thefe  are  the 
moft  conunon  Trees,  which  we  beheld,  from  Ning  Fo 
to  Hang  tcheou. . 

The  Tallow-Tree  is  almoft  as  common,  elpecially 
towards  Ning  Po^  where  one  hardly  fees  any  other 
Sort,  They  were  then  without  Leaves,  and  the 
Husks  were  fallen  from  the  Fruit,  which  Ipoking 
white,  feem'd  at  a  Diftance  to  be  a  Tree  in  full  $loom. 
On  the  28th  in  the  Morning  we  pafs'dakind  of  a 
Lake,  pr  rather  an  Arm  of  the  Sea,  called  ffao  bou^ 

and 
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and  this  was  at  our  own  Expence,  lor  the  Maodaiin  | 
dedar'd  his  Commiflion  extended  no  farther,  and 
that  he  could  not,  now  we  were  beyond  the  DiAnd  ; 
of  jNif^  p^  oblige  the  Officers  to  furnifli  us  with 
Neoeflaries.  For  this  Reaibn  we  were  obliged  to  hire 
new  Barks,  and  bear  the  Mandarin's  £xpeiioes  as  fss 
as  Hang  tcbeou. 

This  Day  we  failed  a}ong  a  very  fine  Canal,  of  which 
P.  Martini  makes  mention,  but  does  not  £iy  fo  much 
of  it  as  it  deferves.  This  Canal  is  near  twenty  Lea^pes. 
in  Length,  it  is  lin'd  on  one  Side  with  largge  &t 
Stones,  five  or  fix  Foot  long,  two  in  Breadth,  and 
two  or  three  Inches  duck ;  m  Water  is  clear  and 
iweet,  the  Breadth  of  it  is  generally  about  twenty  of 
thirty Geonoetrical  Paces,  and  fbmetimcf  forty  or  more ; 
fem^mes  it  runs  a  League  together  in  a  ftrait  Line, 
and  fometimes  twice  as  much.  On  each  Side  of  the 
Grand  Canal  are  other  fmall  ones,  which  run  along 
the  Plains  as  far  as  the  Mountain^.  Theft  ^in  are  < 
fUbdivided  into  fiieh  a  great  Number  dS  others,  that 
they  feem  to  fbrai  a  kind  of  Labyrinth,  in  a  large 
extenfive  Plain,  as  level  as  the  Sur&:e  of  Ice. 

It  is  in  this  agreeable  Place  that  the  City  of  Cba^ 
inng  has  its  Situation :  In  the  Streets  are  a  great  Num-^ 
ber  of  Canals,  which  gives  Occafion  for  fuch  a  Plenty 
of  Bridges.  They  are  very  high,  and  generally  have 
but  one  Arch,  which  is  ifo  fiightly  built  towards  the 
Top,  that  Carriages  never  pafs  over  them ;  which 
makes  a  greater  Numb^*  of  Porters  necei&ry.  They 
pafs  over  thefe  Bridges  by  a  kind  of  Stairs,  of  ea(y 
Afcent,  and  whofe  Steps  are  not  above  three  Inches  in 
Thkknefs.  There  are  other  Sorts  of  Bridges,  made  of 
.  Stones  of  eighteen  Foot  long,  laid  upon  Piles  in  the 
manner  of  Planks.  There  are  many  of  thefe  over  Ae 
great  Canal,  very  handfomely  built. 

In  die  Neighbourhood  of  Chao  hing^  and  froht 
thence  as  hv  as  Hang  tcbeou^  we  met  with  a  conti- 
nual SucceflTion  of  Houies  and  Hamlets,  which  would 

make 
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make  one  imagine  t^t  it  was  one  entire  City.  The 
Hodes  in  the  Country  are  generally  better  built,  and 
kept  in  better  Repair,  than  thofe  of  the  common  Sort 
in  many  Cities. 

On  the  29th  we  pafe^d  by  Siao  cboHy  a  City  of  the 
third  Rank ;  it  is  fuppo^  to  be  ib  nam'd  on  account 
oi  2l  litde  Mountain  that  is  in  its  Suburbs :  this  City 
is  alfo  waterM  with  feveral  Canals  ;  its  Gates,  as  well 
as  thoie  of  Cbao  bit^^  are  cover'd  with  Plates  of 
Iron. 

The  30th  we  went,  in  a  Calafli,  to  within  hatf  a 
League  of  Cien  tang,  which  we  pa&'d  in  lefs  than  an 
Ffour  and  a  half:  This  River  is  in  Breadth,  at  this 
Place,  about  4000  Geometrical  Paces,  and  there  is  a 
very  high  Tide  in  it  every  Year,  about  the  full  Moon, 
in  OSobir.  When  we  w»e  over,  we  were  accommo- 
dated with  vejy  handfome  Calafties,  which  the  Chri- 
ftians  of  Hang  tcbem  had  taken  Care  to  fend.  They 
accompanied  us  in  a  triumphant  Manner  to  th^; 
Church,  where  we  found  the  Pere  Mercetta,  grown 
grey  with  the  Labours  of  his  Apoftolical  Funftbn, 
and  who  was  not  1^  venerable  for  his  Virtue  and 
Merit,  th^n  for  his  great  Age. 

As  we  were  going  to  Court  we  were  obliged,  on 
that  Account,  to  make  and  receive  feveral  Vifits  out 
of  mere  Formality.  As  we  went  to  the  Viceroy's 
Palace  we  pafs'd  along  a  very  ftrait  Street,  about 
twenty  five  or  thirty  Foot  in  Breadth  :  The  Middle 
is  p^ved  with  large  flat  Stones,  the  other  Part  after 
the  European  Mannw,  but  without  any  Dcfcent ;  every 
Houfc  has  qne  Story  above  the  Ground  Floor,  under 
that  is  t)ie  Shop,  which  is  towards  the  Street ;  on  the 
Baqk-fidp  is  the  CanaL  There  are  Crouds  of  People 
^  great  as  in  the  moift  frequented  Greets  of  Paris^ 
but  not  one  Woman  to  be  fcen  among  them  :  This 
Street  is  adorned  with  feveral  Triumphal  Arches, 
placed  at  proper  Diftances,  which  make  a  beautifiil 
Appearance,   The  reft  of  the  Streets,  efpecially  where 

the 
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the  Soldiers  and  the  Tartars  Jive,  are  very  difFerent 
from  this  ;  the  Houfes  for  the  raoft  part  are  little  bet-. 
.    ter  than  Cottages,  and  not  fo  well  Peopled  as  that 
beforementioned. 

We  vifited  the  Chriftians  Burying-Place  :  All  that 
Quarter,  which  is  mountainous,  is  ftrewn  with  Tombs 
for  the  Space  of  two  Leagues.  We  went  afterwards ' 
upon  the  Lake,  called  St  bouy  where  the  Chriftians 
had  prepared  us  a  Dinner,  in  a  large  Bark,  that  had  a 
Hall  and  fevcral  commodious  Apartments. 

The  Water  of  this  Lake  is  exceeding  clear,  and 
more  than  a  League  and  half  in  Circumference.  On 
the  Banks,  in  feveral  Places,  we  had  the  Proipeft  of 
ibme  agreeable  Houfes,  but  fuch  as  have  nothing  in 
them  very  extraordinary;  perhaps  becaufe  the  Tar- 
tars  J  who  have  feveral  times  lacked  this  City,  have 
demolifh'd  the  greateft  Part  of  the  Palaces. 

The  19th  of  December  we  took  Leave  of  the  Man- 
darin, and  after  we  had  caufed  our  Trunks  to  be 
put  on  board  the  Barks,  we  went  to  Prayers  in  the 
Church  where  the  Chriftians  were  aflembled ;  they 
.  furnifli*d  us  with  Calalhes  as  before,  and  condufted  us 
to  the  Bark  which  was  dcfign*d  for  us. 

We  pals'd  about  200  Paces  eaftward,  thro*  a  ve- 
ry ftrait  Street,  in  the  Suburbs  ;  but  as  we  turn'd  out 
of  it,  before  we  came  to  the  End,  I  could  not  tell 
how  much  farther  it  might  extend.  This  Street  is 
"narrower  than-  that  which  I  fpoke  of  before,  the 
Houfes  are  of  two  Stories,  but  very  fcanty ;  the  Streets 
were  crouded  with  People  like  the  other,  but  there 
was  not  one  Woman  among  them  all. 

The  Bark  we  went  on  board  of,  though  but  a  Third 
Rate,  was  very  large,  and  extremely  neat  and  com- 
modious ;  it  was  more  than  fixteen  Foot  in  Breadth, 
about  feventy  in  Length,  and  ten  or  twelve  in  Height  > 
We  had  a  Hall,  and  four  convenient  Rooms,  without 
reckoning  the  Kitchen,  and  the  Place  where  our  At- 
tendants retired  upon  the  fame  Deck,  Every  Room  was 

adorned 
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adorn'd  with  carved  Work,  painted  and  gilt ;  the  reft 
was  beautifully  vamifh'd,  and  the  Cieling,  confifting 
of  divers  Pannels,  was  painted  after  the  Cbineje 
Manner. 

We  have  feen  fome  of  thefe  Barks  of  the  Burden 
of  200  Ton,  and  much  more  commodious  for  the 
Reception  of  entire  Families,  than  moft  of  their 
Houies.  There  were  at  leaft  400  Barks  in  the  Ca- 
nal that  we  fail'd  m.  It  lies  North -Weft  of  the 
City,  and  runs  above  a  League  in  a  ftrait  Line.  The 
Breadth  of  it  is  about  thirty  Yards :  It  is  lin'd  on 
each  Side  with  Free-Stone :  On  the  Banks  are  Rows 
of  Houfes,  not  more  fpacious  than  thofe  in  the  Streets, 
and  as  full  of  People^  The  Barks,  which  lie  on  each 
Side  of  the  Canal,  are  alfo  crowded  much  in  the  fame 
manner. 

We  were  ftop'd  in  our  Bark  till  the  20th,  becaufe 
we  were  obliged  to  wait  the  Conding  of  the  Viceroy, 
who  intended  to  vifit  us,  and  bring  us  our  Pafport,  . 
which  contained  an  Order  for  our  being  fupply'd  witji  '* 
all  Neceflaries,  whether  we  travelled  by  Land  or  Wa- 
ter, till  we  fliould  arrive  at  the  Court.  It  was  there- 
fore^ the  2 1  ft,  iii  the  Morning,  that  we  parted  from 
Hung  tcbeou.  When  we  were  out  of  the  Suburbs,  we 
found  the  Stones  placed  only  on  one  Side  of  the]Ca- 
nal,  oh  which  there  was  alfo  a  Path  paved  with  Free- 
Stone,  for  the  Convenience  of  thofe  who  draw  the 
Barks  along  •,  and  in  the  low  and  marihy  Places^there 
is  formed  a  kind  of  a  Caufway,  with  Stones  of  about 
eight  Foot  lorig,  laid  acrofs  each  other  by  threes. 
Thefe  alfo  ijgcvc  for  Bridges  over  the  fmall  Canals 
which  run  into  the  great  one. 

About  four  Leagues  from  Hang  t cbecu 9, 'wccrofs'd 
a  Village  oAVdTan  fi ;  it  is  built  on  both  Sides  of  the 
Canal,  on  which  are  alfo  two  Keys,  about  four  or  500 
Geometrical  Paces  in  Length  ;  they  are  formed  of  the 
fame  Free-Stone  which  lines  the  Sides  of  the  Canaf: 
There  are  Stairs  for  the  Conveniency  of  every  Houfe, 

which 
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Wfuch  are  much  better  buik,  and  more  uniform  thadi 
thofe  in  the  City.  In  the  ^midft  of  the  Villa^ge  is  a 
fine  Bridge,  with  fex^en  large  Arches :  That  in  die 
middle  is  forty  five  Feot  wide ;  the  reft  dimtnifh  in 
j^foportion  to  the  Defcent  of  the  Bridge.  Them  are 
two  ot"  three  gre^Brid^  of  one  Arch  only,  and 
feveral  funaikr  Canals,  with  Houfes  on  each  Sid^. 
About  two  Lyi  from  the  Village  there  is  an  Iflsmd  in 
thfe  Oinal,  in  which  is  ereded  a  very  hAndfome  Pagoi, 

Tl?te  2  2d,  after  having  pafe'd  feveral  Bi-idges,  Wfe 
foimd  th^  the  Canal  grew  ilarmwa-.  We  then  arrived 
at  a  City,  calPd  Chi  men  Ai>*,  ten  Leagues  fk»h 
Hdng  Uhetm.  Hitherto  <Ast  Paffage  was  geneiUly 
North-Eaflr,  and  the  Country  flat,  hill  of  Canals  and 
Bridges :  Houfes  and  Hamlets  were  aifo  very  nume- 
rous, as  well  as  Mulberry-Trees,  of  a  dwarf  Kind, 
^kittecl  almoft  every  where  in  Plots  like  Orchanfe. 

Thfe  23d  we  arrived  at  IS^  hifig  fou:  we  faw  in 
our  Paflage  a  handfohie  Pagod  upon  the  Bank  cf  thb 
Canal,  and  another  in  the  Eftiteni  Part  of  the  Subtirfe. 
The  City  is  large,  well  pec^ed^  and  has  a  gife* 
Trade. 

On  thfe''24th,  eaHy  in  the  Mornings  weenttef'da 
very  fine  Canal,  twenty  five  of  tluity  Pactss  Widfc,  die 
Waters  of  which  were  exceeding  clear.  We  tt^A. 
a  great  Village,  of  Cduntry-Town,  caird,  QvdH  kiaHi 
king^  of  large  Eactcrlt :  One  Paft  communicates  wm 
the  other,  by  the,  means  of  a  Bridge  of  three  grfe* 
ArcheS)  very  euridafly  built:  The  Mid-ArcH  isfiirfjr 
five  Foot  wide,  and  twenty  Foot  hig^. 

About  twenty  Lys  from  the  Village  tli^t  we  qwitted, 
we  pafs'd  near  another,  on  ouf  left,  calFd,  MoaH  kib 
kien  tcbin:  It  is  in  the  Province  of  Kiang  n'dH.  We 
took  it  at  firft  Sight  for  a  City,  it  is  fo  very  large:  It 
is  divided  and  furrounded  with  Canals,  quite  eovfcfr'd 
with  Barks ;  the  Fields  are  well  cukrvated,  and  full  of 
/Hamkts,  The  Multitude  and  Largenefs  of  the  Ca- 
nals,* jdin'd  to  the  Evcnnefe  of  the  Plains,  which 

have 
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hare  not  fb  much  as  thfe  kaft  Emiheftce,  make  it  |)r6i. 
bable  that  the  Country  has  been  formei'ly  quke  undti* 
Water,  and  thjxi  the  Cbi'nefi^  whb  are  ixtfemdy  to- 
bbrioas,  haVfc  drained  it  off,  by  making  thefe  tan^ 

I  aml^Sluiti^,  and  by  that  means  rcndeFd  it  thfe  ifA'k 

,  fertile  ilid  pfeafant  Couhti'y  in  the  WorM. 

j  Teii  Ijp  farther  vft  aitiv'd  at  Pin  vangj  whidi 
fignifies  an  €ven  Profpelf :  It  is  a  ki^d  Town,  which 

I  We  i<s(k  at  firft  fbf  a  City,  On  account  of  die  Muiti-  ^ 
tude  of  HtWlfes  and  Inhabitants.     Several  Canals  ari 

.  cut  through  the  Streets,  on  which  ai-e  a'  great  Num^ 
bertf  Baixs,  and  alfo  Bridges,  very  wd!  built :  Theft 
Canals  receive  their  Water  from  a  great  Lake  on  thfe 

,  Weft  Side*  of  die  Town. 

Beyond  this  Town,  the  Canal-  is  extended  ferthei: 

I  than  one  can  fee,  in  a  Right  Line,:  with  a  Caufway 
of  fine  Free- Stone  along  the  Edge  of  k.  On  ^ 
Eaft  appears  ^nbther  Lake,  and  thefe  two  Lakes 
reach  as  iar  as  Oit  kiang.  Abotrt  a  League  oh  tWi 
Side,  we obfhVdtfie  Caufvt^ay  wa4  kvtn  Foot  hi^, 
coVer'd  on  all  Sides  widi  Frec-Stohe,  which  ap|>ear*d 
like  a  folid  Bridge.  At  proper  Diftances  there  were 
finall  Arches  made  thrOu^  it,  for  the  Water  to  pafJ 
irtto  the  Fields,  which  wenc  fown  with  Rice,  and  at 
this  Time  quite  flooded.  This  Night  ufliering  iii  thd 
^eftival  of  the  Nativity,  we  faid  Mafs  in  the  Hill, 
^ch  was  as  fteddy  as  if  the  Bark  had  ftood  ftill. 

On  ChrillmafsrUay  we  found  our  felve«  at  the  Foot 
of  the  Walls  oiSt)u  fcheou^  in  a  Canal  near  forty  Foot 
br(»id :  It  Hes  North  and  South,  in  a  Right  Line, 
alofig  the  Side  of  a  Wall,  at  leaft:  a  League  in  Length; 
Our  Bark  was  ftop*d  over-againft  a  great  Arch  of  a 
Mgnificent  Bridge,  under  which  is  a'  Paffage  into  a 
great  Canal,  which  funs  towards  the  Weft. 

In  the  Field,  not  faf  from  the  Bank,  we  beheld  i 
kind  of  fquare  Pavillion,  or  Edifice,  with  a  doubld 
Roof,  covered  with  Yellow  Tiles,  and  encompafs*d 
with  a  Wall,  with  Holes  through,  towards  the  Top, 

and 
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and  adorn'd  with  Variety  of  Figures :  It  is  a  Monu- 
ment which  the  Mandarins  erefted  in  Memory  of  the 
Honour  done  them  by  the  Emperor  Cang  biy  when  he 
vifited  their  City  without  that  fplendid  Equipage  and 
Pomp  which  belonged  to  his  Dignity.  There  is  en- 
grav'd,  on  a  Stone  of  this  Edifice^  the  Inftrudlions 
which  were  given  by  him  to  the  Viceroy,  for  the 
Government  of  the  People. 

.  Early  in  the  Morning  we  enter'd  the  City,  through 
the  Weft-Gate,  and  after  having  paft  about  five  or 
fix  *  Lys  on  different  Canals,  we  arriv'd  at  our 
Church,  where  we  found  the  Pere  Simon  Rodorigues^ 
who  prefided  over  a  numerous  and  zealous  Society  of 
Chriftians.  Near  the  Gate,  through  which  we  enter'd, 
we  faw  a  Tower  fix  or  fcven  Stories  high  ;  and  in  the 
Suburbs,  about  a  League  from  the  Walls,  another  of 
the  lame  Height.     The  Figure  was  a  Polygon. 

This  Day  we  received  a  Vifit  from  Hiu  laogCj  Grand- 
Ion  of  Paul  Jiuj  a  moft  zealous  Advocate  for  the 
Chriftian  Religion  :  He  is  a  Hamlin^  that  is,  a  Doc- 
tor of  the  higheft  Rank.  He  was  chofen  by  his  Ma- 
f  jefty  to  be  near  his  Perfon,  for  his  Skill  in  Compof- 
ing  and  Priming.  This  renders  him  a  very  confider- 
able  Perfon :  His  Billets  of  Invitation  are  wrote  in 
the  lame  manner  as  thofe  of  a  Viceroy.  This  illu- 
ftrious  Chriftian,  notwithftanding  our  Oppofition,  fell 
on  his  Knees  to  lalute  us,  and  beat  his  Forehead  a- 
gainft  the  Earth,  to  fhew  the  Refpeft  that  he  bore  to 
the  Preachers  of  the  Gofpel.  On  the  26th  we  vifit- 
ed the  Viceroy  of  the  Province,  who  r^des  in  this 
City,  who  received  us  with  a  great  deal  of  Civility  and 
Politenefs. 

The  28th  we  left  Sou  tcbeouy  paft  along  the 
great  Canal  about  two  Mifes  Northward,  and  then 
turned  into  one  more  fmaJl,  towards  the  Weft,  ftill 

continuing  in  the  Suburbs    for  a  League  together. 

*  III  I 

*  Ten  Lyt  make  a  League.  . 

After 
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After  I  had  beheld  the  Walls  of  Sou  tcbeon  on  one 
Side  only,  and  had  confider'd  the  Largenefs  of  the 
Suburbs,  and  the  Multitude  of  the  Barks,  I  eafily  pcr- 
fuaded  my  felf  that  the  City  might  be,  as  they  affert, 
more  than  four  Leagues  in  Circuit,  and  that  it  con- 
tains fcveral  Millions  of  Souls. 

As  foon .  as  we  left .  the  Suburbs,  the  Canal  grew 
confiderably  larger,  and  was  extended  in  a  Right  Line 
the  Space  of  ten  Leagues,  as  far  as  VouJJie  bien,  a  City 
of  the  Third  Rank.  We  went  clofe  by  the  Walls,    . 
which  are  twenty  four  Foot  high,  but  not  very  ftrong : 
There  is  a  Fofle,   or  Canal,  which  encompafled  the 
City,  the  Space  between  which  and  the  Walls  is  very  ' 
neatly  kept,  and  affords  very  agreeable  Walks  -,   be- 
fides,  the  Canals  crofling  each  other  in  feveral  Places, 
form  Variety  of  little  Iflands,  which  are  famous  for 
Tea  that  is  lent  from  thence  all  over  the  Empire.    . 
'    From  hence  the  Canal  runs  North  Weft  through 
Fields  extremely  well  cultivated,  and  as   level   as  a 
Bowling-Green.  There  appears  a  continual  Succfeflion 
of  Hamlets  and  Villages,  which  yield  a  very  agree-   ' 
able  Profped:,  there  being  nothing  to   intercept  the 
Sight :    But  the  moft  delightful  Scene  of  all  is, '  when 
the  Profpeft  is  bounded  by  fome  large  City, 

On  the  30th  of  December  in  the  Evening  we  ar- 
riv'd  at  I'chan  tcbeou  fouy  a  very  famous  City,  and  of 
great  Commerce.  We  only  paft  a  fmall  Part  of  the 
Suburbs  of  about  half  a  League  :  The  Barks  were  fo 
numerous  that  they  quite  covered  the  Water.  This 
Evening  they  furpriz'd  two  Thieves,  who  by  Favour 
of  the  Night  crept  into  our  Bark  j  one  of  them  found 
n^ns  to  make  his  Efcape,  and  we  hindered  the  o- 
ther  from  being  carried  before  the  Mandarins ;  fo  that 
when  he  was  let  go,  he  made  the  beft  of  his  Way  to 
a  litde  Bark,  where  there  were  feveral  of  his  Ac- 
complices, with  whom  he  difappear'd  in  an  Inftant: 
It  is  faid  that  thefe  Thieves  burn  a  fort  of  a  Paftil, 
the  Fumes  of  which  procure  Sleep, 

Vol.  I,  G  The 
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The  31ft  in  the  Morning  we  left  ^chan  tchm 
and  found  that  the  Canal  was  much  narrower,  bein^ 
but  twelve  Foot  broad ;  the  Banks  were  feventeer 
or  eighteen  Foot  high,  and  perpendicular :  Aboui 
forty  nine  Lys  farther,  the  Canal  runs  in  a  ftrai^t 
Line  quite  out  of  Sight ;  the  Sides  were  lin*d  to  the 
Height  of  Ten  or  Twelve  Foot,  with  fine  Square 
Pieces  of  grey  Marble  of  the  Colour  of  Slate. 

About  two  Leagues  on  this  Side  ^an  yang  we 
were  obliged  to  quit  the  Canal,  and  continue  our 
Journey  by  Land  :  At  this  Place  they  were  making 
the  Canal  of  a  greater  Depth)  that  the  Barks,  whldi 
tranfportthe  Tribute  to  Court,  might  pafs  widi  Safc: 
ty.  Though  the  Paflage  had  been  clofed  but  one 
Day,  we  found  an  infinite  Number  of  Barks  ftopt, 
and  thofe  who  belonged  to  them,  like  us,  purfuing 
their  Journey  by  Land-Carriages. 

The  Mandarin  o{  "Tan  yang^^)\o  had  Notice  of  our 
coming  the  Day  before,  lent  us  Calafhcs,  Horfes  and 
Porters  to  conduft  us  to  Aching  kiang  fou.  Thoie 
who  carry *d  us  and  our  Baggage  travelled  at  the 
Rate  of  a  good  German  League  an  Hour,  fo  that  in 
two  Hours  Time  we  arriv'd  at  ^an  yang ;  on  this 
Side  of  which,  near  the  Canal,  we  faw  a  Tow^r 
feven  Stories  high,  and  over  two  large  Bridges  of 
Marble  with  only  one  Arch  :  The  Suburbs  of  this 
City  are  pav*d  with  Marble,  and  the  Walls  are  of 
Brick  twenty  four  foot  high,  and  built  on  a  MarWe 
Foundation. 

On  the  North  of  this  City  lies  a  Lake  five  or  fa 
Leagues  in  Circumference,  on  the  Side  of  which  wc, 
travelled  about  a  League  before  we  arrived  at  MoXm  \\ 
it  is  a  Town  near  two  Leagues  beyond  TtanyQ!fil^\ 
\Vd  there  pafs'd  the  Night  in  a  Houfe  that  the  Chri-l 
ftians  had  prepared  for  us :  Though  this  Town  con* 
fifts  of  one  Street  only,  yet  we  wdre  aflur'd  that  it 
contains  more  than  200,000  Souls.  It  is  pav'd  with 
Marble,  as  all  other  Towais  were,  as  far  as  "tchH 
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tiangfou  %  in  fevcral  Places  we  faw  Pieces  of  white 
Marble  fix  Foot  in  height,  on  which  were  feveral 
Figures  in  Relievo^  but  wretchedly  done. 

The  iecond  oi  January  we  arrived  at  ^cbit^  kiang: 
We  palsM  about  1 300  Geometrical  Paces  *along  the 
Suburbs,all  paved  with  Maribk ;  the  Pieces  of  Marble, 
wherewith  the  Middle  of  die  Street  is  paved,  are 
diree  Foot  long,  and  two  broad.  After  we  had  paf- 
fed  above  a  League  by  the  Side  of  the  Walls,  which 
arc  thirty  Foot  high,  and  in  good  repair,  we  turned 
over  a  Marble  Bridge  into  another  Part  of  the  Suburbs, 
where  we  nriet  with  fuch  a  Concourfe  of  People,  that 
a  Paflage  could  npt  be  open*d  for  us  without  fome 
Difficulty. 

The  City  of  Ttchh^  kiang  is  none  of  the  largeft,  for  it 
is  only  a  League  in  Circumference  ;  but  it  is  "\^ry  con- 
derablc  for  Cocnmerce,  and  being  fo  near  the  Sea, 
may  be  reckoned  the  Key  of  the  Empire.  Its  Di- 
fiance  from  the  Sea  does  not  exceed  two  Days  Jour- 
ney: It  is  alfo  a  fortified  Place,  there  being  a  large 
Garrifon,  and  eighteen  Pieces  of  Cannon  which  com- 
mand the  Port. 

We  had  not  gone  the  Length  of  a  Street  in  this 
Quarter,  but  we  perceived  a  little  Mountain,  the 
Top  of  which  afibrds  one  of  the  moft  agreeable  Pro- 
fpeds  in  the  World.  On  one  Side  appears  the  City 
of  Aching  kiang^  on  the  other  the  large  River  Tar^ 
tfe  kiang,  whidi  the  Chinefe  call  the  Son  of  the  Sea,  or 
Ta  kiang,  the  Great  River,  or,  more  fimply,  IGang,  The 
River  5  and  indeed  it  is  fo  very  large,  that  one 
would  take  it  to  be  an  Arm  of  the  Sea.  On  the  op- 
pofite  Banks  we  beheld  Koua  tcheoUy  which,  though 
not  a  City,  has  all  the  Privileges  of  one,  arid  is  a 
Place  of  great  Trade  :  At  the  Foot  of  this  Hill  is 
the  Port,  where  there  is  always  a  prodigious .  Con- 
courfe of  People,  who  make  no  fmall  Buftle  and 
Noife. 

G  2  *TwaR 
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*Twas  here  we  crofs'd  the  River,  which  at  this 
Place  is  more  than  a  League  over ;  about  700  Paces 
ill  the  River  is  a  Place  which  looks  like  an  enchanted 
Ifland,  the  Natives  call  it  the  Golden  Mountain.  It  is 
about  600  Foot  in  Circumference  ;  on  the  Top  is  a 
Tower  feveral  Stories  high,  encompafs'd  with  JPa- 
gods  and  the  Houfes  of  the  Bonzes. 

On  the  other  Side  of  the  River  we  enter'd  into  a 
Canal,  and  pafs'd  Koua  tcheou  in  the  Night  Time. 
Early  in  the  Morning  we  arrived  at  Tan  thoufou  ;  it 
is  a  fine  City,  is  well  peopled,  and  has  a  great 
Trade.     It  is  faid  to  contain  2,000,000  of  Souls. 

The  loth  of  J^'^^^O^)   at  fix  in  the  Evening,  we 
proceeded  in  Litters,  and  took  up  our  Lodgings  about 
four  Leagues  and  a  half  from  thence  at  Cbao  pe^  a 
large  Town  :     We  jravelPd  great  Part  of  the  Way 
on  a  fine  Caufeway,  on  the  Side  of  a  Canal.     The 
nth,  after  having  travell'd  feven  Leagues  without 
flopping,  we  arrived  at  Kaoyeou  tcheou  :  This  Coun- 
try is  flat,  and  almoft  all  under  Water :  We  travelled 
upon  a  Caufeway  of  about  thirty  Foot  broad,  and 
ten  or  twelve  high,   covered  in  fome   Places   with 
Marble,  efpecially  on  the  Side  towards  the  Canal, 
which  we  le't  on  our  Right  Hand. 

Beyond  this  appeared  a  great  Lake,  a  League  in 
Breadth,  which  is  parallel  to  the  Canal.  The  Coun- 
try on  the  Right  Hand  is  likewife  overflowed,  ex- 
cepting a  few  Spots  which  are  fown  with  Rice,  and  ! 
on  which  appear  feveral  Hamlets,  whofe  Houfes  are 
covered  with  Reeds,  and  the  Walls  made  of  Cane 
daub'd  with  Clay :  The  vaft  Number  of  Barks,  un-  , 
der  Sail,  and  rowing  through  the  Fields,  yielded  a  very 
diverting  Speftacle. 

We  were  informed  that  Tao  y eon  tcheou  is  a  fine 
City,  but  we  did  not  fee  it  our  felves,  we  only  pafled 
by  the  Side  of  the  Walls  about  1200  Paces.  In  the 
Suburbs  we  law  a  Tower  feven  Stories  high,  and 
another  fquare  Edifice  near  the  fame  Height,  whofe 
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Dimenfions  decreafcd  like  a  Pyramid,  but  did  not, 
like  it,  end  in  a  Point :  The  Suburbs  were  large  and 
well  built. 

The  1 2th  in  the  Morning  we  travelled  fix  Leagues 
on  the  Caufeway,  which  lies  between  the  Lake  and 
the  Canal :  Here  the  Lake  appeared  like  a  vaft  O- 
cean,  with  an  infinite  Number  of  Barks  under  Sail. 
We  alfo  faw  large  Flocks  of  Wild-fowl,  which, 
when  they  were  upon  the  Wing,  feem*d  to  darken 
the  Sky  :  In  the  Afternoon  we  travelled  fix  Leagues 
farther  to  Pao  king  hien^  our  Road  lying  ftill  between 
the  Lake  and  the  Canal.  On  the  Right  the  Coun- 
try is  flat  and  well  cultivated,  but  a  great  Part  of  it 
is  under  Water. 

On  the  14th,  after  having  gone  eight  Leagues  far- 
ther,  wecanieto-Hi?^ii  nganfou^  which  fcem'd  to  us  to 
be  a  more  confiderable  City,  on  all  Accounts,  than 
Tang  tcbeou.  The  Grand  Mafter  of  the  Waters,  Ca- 
nals and  Rivers,  has  his  Refidence  here,  who  then 
took  up  the  publick  Inn,  where  thofe  whom  the 
Emperor  fends  for  ought  to  lodge,  infomuch  that 
''e  were  obliged  to  content  our  fclves  with  a  wretched 
Hut  made  of  Mats  and  Reeds,  notwithftanding  the 
Coldnefs  of  the  Seafon,  and  the  Snow,  which  drove 
into  the  Places  where  we  lay.  Three  Mandarins 
lodged  with  us,  who  were  greatly  pleafed  with  the 
'  Sight  xi(  fome  of  our  Books,  and  the  Images  of  Pa- 
per which  they  found  therein:  We  made  them  a 
Prefent  of  a  French  Crown,  for  which  they  returned 
Qi  the  fame  Weight  in  Silver,  and  invited  us  to 
drink  Tea  in  their  Apartment,  where  they  regaled 
us  with  fevcral  kinds  ot  Fruits. 

On  the  1 5th  in  the  Afternoon  we  went  to  lodge  at 
^chin  kiang  fou^  a  large  Town  about  three  Leagues 
farther :  The  Country  is  flat,  well  cultivated,  and 
in  feme  Places  half  under  Water,  which  renders  it 
fit  for  bearing  Rice:  Here  are  Plenty  of  Geefe, 
Wild-Ducks,  Pheafants,  <^c. 
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We  did  not  kave  diis  Place  till  the  I74:h,  which: 
was  altnoft  entirely  taken  up  in  croflTing  Hoang  bcj 
or  the  Yellow  River,  on  account  of  the  Ice  which 
retarded  our  Paffage.  The  River  at  this  Place  is  no 
more  than  450  Toifcs,  or  900  Yards  in  Breadth,  the 
Mouth  of  it  being  twenty  five  Leagues  diftant :  The 
Channel  is  indifferently  (traight,  the  Banks  are  of  a 
yellowifh  Clay,  which  mixing  with  the  Water  makes 
it  of  the  fame  Colour,  whence  it  derives  its  Name* 
If  this'  River  was  not  kept  within  its  Bounds  by 
Dikes,  it  would  make  dreadful  Havock  in  the  Coun- 
try, for  which  Reafon  they  are  very  careful  to  keep 
then)  in  Repair. 

We  took  up  our  Lodgings  in  a  Country  Town  ; 
the  Road  to  it  was  exceeding  fmooth  and  pleaiant, 
the  Plains  well  cultivated,  and,  full  of  Hamlets,  iome 
not  fifty,  and  none  more  than  20b  Paces  diftant 
from  each  other.  About  a  League  from  the  River 
we  niet  with  a  Caufeway  difcontinued  in  one  Place, 
over  which  is  a  kind  of  a  Wooden  Bridge,  fupported 
by  large  Stones  of  ten  or  twelve  Foot  high.  The 
Bridge  is  a.bout  300  Paces  in  length,  paved  very 
handfomly  with  fquare  Stones,  We  afterwards  pafs'd 
a  Canal  parallel  to  the  Yellow  River,  which  runs 
diredtly  North,  and  took  notice  of  three  other  fine  Caufe- 
ways  as  we  pafs'd  along,  which  are  the  comnK>n  Roads 
to  different  Cities. 

Hitherto  we  had  not  met  with  one  Flock  of  Sheep 
In  our  Journey,  but  we  had  feen  Plenty  of  white 
Qoats,  and  black  Hc^s,  but  few  Cows  and  Bufialoes, 
a  great  many  fmall  Mules,  Affes,  and  a  forry  kind 
of  Horfes,  which  are  generally  ufed  for  Travelling. 
The  People  are  fo  numerous  that  they  perform  the 
Offices  of  Beafts  of  Burden  themfelves,  even  to  the 
carrying  each  other ;  and  tho*  the  Land  is  very  fi-uitr 
ful  and  well  cultivated,  yet  it  would  not  fuffice  to 
yield  Suftenance  both  for  Man  and  Beaft.  The 
fioufes  of  tl\t  Suburbs  and  Coqntry  Towns,   be- 
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yond  Hoai  ngan,  are  made  of  Reeds  and  Earth,  and 
cover'd  with  Straw- 

The  1 8th  we  travelPd  eleven  Leagues  to  Sou  tften 
titn ;  the  Country  ftill  continued  flat  and  level,  with 
fereral  large  Caufeways,  the  Defcent  or  Slopes  on 
each  Side  of  which  arc  kept  in  good  Repair :  Thefe 
Caufeways  are  commonly  ten  or  twelve  Foot  high, 
and  twenty  fwe  or  thirty  broad^  which  renders  Tra- 
velling very  commodious  and  plcalant. 

Almoft  all  the  Day  our  Journey  lay  by  the  Side 
of  a  fmall  River,  whofc  Stream  is  very  fwift ;  by  the 
Courfe  it  is  probably  the  fame  we  mittook  for  an  ar- 
tificial Canal  the  Evening  before :  The  Land  here  i$ 
.xnarfliy,fiill  of  Water,  and  the  Trees  which  grow  in 
that  Place  refemble  the  Birch-Tree. 

Sou  tften  hien  ftands  upon  a  riling  Ground,  the 
Walls  are  half  in  Ruins,  and  the  Suburbs  are  much 
preferable  to  the  City :  Near  the  Walls  appcar'd  a 
kind  of  a  Palace  newly  built,  which  is  a  Monument  in 
Honour  of  the  Emperor  Cang  hij  who  pafs'd  through 
this  City  on  his  Way  to  Sou  ubeou.  The  principal 
Part  of  this  Edifice  is  a  fort  of  an  oblong  Ibuare  Sa- 
lon, open  on  all  Sides,  with  a  double  Roof  cover*d 
with  Yellow  Tiles. 

'  On  the  19th  we  left:  Sou  tften ;  about  half  a 
league  beyond  it  we  found  feven  flat  Bridges  lying 
ill  in  the  fame  Line :  They  arc  each  loo  Foot  long, 
<ith  Rails  on  both  Sides,  and  Triumphal  Arches  at 
each  End,  made  of  Wood ;  beyond  this  they  were 
I.  building  another,  and  ftill  farther  we  found  a  ninth, 
hut  not  very  ncady  built.  The  Number  of  the  Ca- 
^s,  which  feem  here  to  form  a  kind  of  a  Laby- 
rinth, make  thefe  Bridges  ncceflary  -,  the  Country 
ftill  continues  flat,  but  not  fo  fmooth  and  level  as 
ocfore,  nor  yet  fo  well  peopled  nor  cultivated  as  on 
Jc  preceding  Days  5  the  Soil  is  hard,  black  and 
vjrren,  and  the  Houfes  made  of  Straw  and  Earth, 
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This  Day  and  the  following  wc  travelPd  but  Six 
Leagues,  and  ftop'd  at  Hong  boa  poUy  a  pretty  large 
Town,  where  the  Country  had  a  better  Afpedb,  and 
the  Hamlets  were  more  frequent.  We  alfo  met  with 
a  fort  of  Centry-Boxes  for  Sentinels,  placed  at  pro- 
per Diftances :  The  Caufeway  reaches  no  farther  than 
Sou  tften.  On  this  Day  we  difcover'd  a  Flock  of 
Sheep,  which  was  the  firft  we  had  feen  t  the  Realba 
of  this  perhaps  is,  becaufe  they  let  none  of  their  Land 
lie  uncultivated,  and  confcquently  there  muft  be  but 
little  Grafs. 

The  2ift  we  began  to  fee  feveral  Orchards  plant- 
ed with  Fruit-Trees :  The  Road  in  general,  beyond 
Tang  tcheouy  is  extremely  good  an^  commodious ; 
for  tho*  it  was  the  Depth  of  Winter,  wc  did  not  find 
one  bad  Step ;  there  is  neither  Dirt,  nor  Stones,  nor 
the  leaft  Inequality :  After  Dinner  we  went  Six  Lys 
farther ;  on  our  Right  we  faw  a  Hill,  whofe  Ridge 
runs  North  and  South  -,  we  lodged  at  Li  kia  chuang. 

As  far  as  this  Town  we  had  feen  lying  in  the 
•  Fields  a  great  many  Rollers,  fome  hollow  in  the 
middle,  fome  folid,  which  ferv*d  to  level  the  Ground, 
and  keep  it  finooth.  On  the  2  2d  we  crofs'd  the  little 
River,  on  whofe  Bank  the  Town  Hands,  and  four 
Leagues  beyond  came  to  Ttcheou^  where  the  Alpeftof 
the  Country  continued  ftill  the  fame,  and  the  Roads  were 
dry  and  fandy :  This  Gity  feem'd  to  be  no  more 
than  half  a  League  in  Gircumference ;  the  Wails 
were  of  Brick,  and  in  good  Repair. 

The  Governor  made  us  a  Vifit  in  our  Inn,  and  dif^ 
patch'd  a  Meffcnger  to  give  Notice  of  our  coming 
along  the  Road,  which  proved  very  ferviceable  to  us, 
otherwife  we  Ihould  have  found  it  difficult  in  this  Pro- 
vince [Chan  tongl  to  have  got  a  fufficient  Number  of 
Porters  to  have  carry'd  our  Baggage. 

We  pafs'd  into  one  Part  of  the  Suburbs,  over  a 

Bridge  with  five  fmall  Arches  ;  it  is  of  Marble,   with 

.  Rails  of  the  fame,  adorn*d  with  ^.ions  very  indifferently 
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canr'd.  Without  the  Suburbs  are  a  great  Number  of 
Tombs  made  of  Earth,  in  the  Form  of  a  Pyramid, 
with  Infcriptions  engraved  on  Marble*:  We  lodged 
Four  Leagues  beyond  Ttcbeou^  at  a  wretched  Town, 
whofe  Houfes  were  made  of  Earth  covered  with  Stub- 
ble^ the  Soil  is  fandy,  which  renders  the  Road 
troubkfome  to  Travellers  on  account  of  the  Duft. 
Beyond  T  ichem  the  Country  is  not  fo  open,  for  one 
begins  to  fee  quick-fet  Hodges  of  a  ftrong  rugged 
kind  of  a  Thorn :  At  the  diftance  of  every  half  League, 
we  met  witfi  Sentinels  in  their  Boxes,  or  Huts, 
which  are  about  Twelve  Foot  high,  made  of  Earth 
or  Turf:  They  make  Signals  in  the  Ni^t  by  put* 
ting  Fire  on  the  Top  of  their  Huts^  and  in  flie  Day 
by  hanging  up  Pieces  of  Cloth, 

The  23d  we  travelled  Nine  or  Ten  Leagues  :  In 
the  Morning  the  Country  was  very  unequal,  and 
fomedmes  we  were  forc*d  to  go  down  very  ftecp  De- 
fcents  \  the  Land  in  many  Places  was  barren ;  but  in 
the  Evening  we  came  into  a  very  fertile  Plain,  lying 
between  two  Ridges  of  Mountains,  one  on  the  Eaft, 
the  other  on  the  Weft ;  thele  latter  were  high,  fi)eep, 
and  craggy,  and  fright&l  to  behold  on  account  of  the 
naked  Rocks. 

The  Houfes  of  the  Towns  that  we  faw  are  built 
of  Stone,  in  a  very  coarfe  manner  •,  the  People  are 
generally  employed  in  fpinning  or  weaving  the  gray 
Silk  of  Chan  tong.  It  was  there  we  firft  faw  the 
wild  Silk- Worms  that  live  indifFerendy  on  all  forts 
of  Leaves,  which  produce  a  greyilh  Silk,  of  which 
is  niade  the  Stuff  call'd  Hien  tcbeou  ;  it  wafties  very 
well,  and  is  lifed  throughout  the  Empire ;  tho*.  it  is 
not  very  glofly,  it  is  worn  by  Perfons  of  Quality  in 
their  own  Houfes. 

The  24th  we  travell'd  all  the  Day  between  barren 
Mountains,  but  the  Valleys  are  well  cultivated  and 
peopled.  We  din'd  at  Mong  in  hien^  a  fmall  City, 
whofe  Walls  are  but  Twelve  Foot  high-,  and  in  bad 
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Repair  :    1  ho*  the  Road  was  full  of  Afcmts  and  Dc- 
fcenis,  it  was  very  dry  and  good,  but  dufty. 

The  25th  we  went  Eight  Leagues,  and  pa&*d 
through  the  Suburbs  gf  a  fmall  City^  [  Sin  lot 
bien.]  Our  Road  lay  through  a  fine  level  Country^ 
well-inhabited  and  cultivated,  and  abounding  with 
Fruit-Trees  :  The  Ridge  of  Mountains  ftill  conti- 
nued on  both  Sides,  about  a  League  from  the  Road  ; 
here  and  there  appeared  an  open  Space,  through 
which  one  might  fee  the  Country  at  a  vafl  Diftance* 

The  26th,  after  having  travell'd  three  Hours  Zr- 
mong  frightful  defart  Mountains,  we  came  to  a  Plain 
well-cultivated,  and  abounding  with  Fruit -Trees. 
After  Dinner  we  found  the  Country  equally  charm- 
ing, till  we  came  to  7ai  ngan  tcbeou,  which  lies  at 
the  Foot  of  a  hideous  Mountain,  which  covers  it 
from  the  North- Winds :  This  City  has  a  very  a- 
greeable  Situation,  and  the  Walls  are  Twenty-five 
Foot  high;  but  the  Houfes  within  arc  very  defpi- 
cable. 

The  27th  we  refled  to  give  Time  for  our  Bag- 
gage, which  came  a  different  Road,  to  overtake  us. 
Tiie  z  8th  we  travelled  Nine  or  Ten  Leagues  among 
fteep  craggy  Mountains,  where  very  litde  of  the  X^and 
was  cultivated,  tho*  the  Towns  were  numerous  e* 
nough,  and  well-peopled  :  One  Third  of  them  had 
large  Wens  or  Swellings  in  their  Necks :  It  is  fiip- 
pofed  that  the  Well-Water,  which  they  are  obliged  to 
make  ufe  of,  is  the  Caufe. 

The  Inns  are  very  inconvenient  •,  the  Beds  are  only 
Prick  Forms  of  the  Length  of  a  Man :  The  En- 
tertainment is  alfo  very  bad,  tho'  Pheafants  are  not 
much  more  than  a  Penny  a  piece.  The  Mountains,^ 
which  I  mentioned  before,  are  not  extremely  high, 
but  they  are  generally  without  any  Trees:  Some  of  them 
are  cover'd  with  Earth,  and  were  formerly  cultivated  4 
and  their  being  neglefted  now,  is  the  only  remaining 
Sign  of  the  Ravages  of  War  tjxat  we  have  hitherto 
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pepoeiv'd :  Any  other ,  Kingdom  would  have  been 
cxhaufted  of  Men,  after  fo  many  unheard  of  Maf- 
lacrcs  i  for  it  is  fcarcely  credible  how  many  Millions 
of  Men  have  perifh'd  by  Famine  and  Sword,  fincc 
the  lait  Emperor  of  the  Dynafty  of  ASng.  The  De- 
cline of  this  Dynafty  b^n  by  ^n  almoft  general- 
Famine  :  This  Calamity  was  favourable  to  a  great 
Number  of  Banditti^  whofe  Intention  was  to  live  by 
open  Violence ;  they  entered.  Sword  in  Hand,  into 
the  Towns  and  Cities,  and  taking  from  thence  the 
dK)icefl:  young  Men,  they  maffacred  the  reft  of  the 
Family,  to  the  end  that  they  having  neither  Father, 
nor  Mother,  nor  Houfe,  nor  Home,  might  remain 
finnly  ajctach'd  to  their  Intcreft. 

The  Heads  of  thefe  Banditti  made  away  with  each 
other,  till  at  length  there  were  but  two  left,  one  of 
•  whom  was  fb  ambitious  as  to  afpire  after  the  Em- 
pire; to  facilitate  which  Defign,  he  made  himfelf 
Mafter  of  Peking^  and  obliged  the  Emperor  to  hang 
himfelf  thro'  Defpair ;  even  whole  Provinces  were  de- 
populated ;  to  which  if  you  add  the  War  made  by  the 
tartars^  who  were  invited  to  fupprefs  the  Banditti^ 
and  the  laft  Civil  War,  it  will  be  no  hard  Matter  to 
conclude,  that  no  Empire  but  Cinna  could  undergo 
fuch  Devaftations  without  being  intirely  niin'd. 

The  29th  we  traveled  three  Leagues  between 
Mountains  as  rugged  and  craggy  as  before  :  W« 
pafs'd  by  one  in  Shape  of  a  Cone,  on  whofe  Top  was 
a  fmall  Pagod,  to  which  they  afcended  by  very  dif- 
ficult Stairs  of  about  200  Steps.  Soon  after  there  ap- 
peared in  view  an  extcnfive  Plain,  wherein  we  tra- 
▼ell'd  the  reft  of  the  Day,  very  much  incommoded 
with  Duft,  otherwife  the  Road  was  extremely  good. 
At  the  end  of  Nine  Leagues  we  took  up  our  Lodg- 
ing ;  but  about  two  Leagues  before  we  arriv'd,  we 
pafi*d  near  a  fmall  City  caird  I'chang  tftn  hien ;  wc 
were  oblig'd  to  pafs  over  a  Bridge  built  before  the 
Cfitc  of  the  City,  acrofs  a  River  which  was  then  dry. 
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This  Bridge  confifts  of  Nine  Arches,  fupported  by 
very  large  Iquare  Stone  Piers,  which  make  the 
Arches  but  Imall  :  The  Pofts  which  fupport  the 
Rails  arc  rudely  carved  in  the  Shape  of  Animals; 
the  whole  is  made  up  of  a  kind  of  blackifh  Mar- 
ble, quite  rough  and  unpolifh'd,  and  the  Pavement 
of  the  Bridge  is  of  the  fame.  We  found  a  great  deal 
of  this  Marble  in  the  two  Provinces  that  we  pafsM 
thro*,  but  efpecially  in  this  of  Chan  tong^  wherein  we 
are  -,  and  it  is  probable  that  the  Mountains  ,which  we 
iaw  confift  of  it,  becaufe  in  thofe  Places  where  die 
Earth  was  walh'd  away,  they  had  the  fame  Appear- 
ance. 

The  30th  we  traveled  Ten  Leagues  in  a  cham- 

{)ain  Country,  well  cultivated,  and  abounding  with 
arge  Hamlets  or  Villages,  which  one  might  eafily 
miftake  for  Country-Towns.  The  Road  is  dufty, 
which  incommodes  Travellers  very  much:  In  every 
Town  are  fcveral  Pagods,  which  are  the  only  Edi- 
fices built  with  Brick  ;  all  the  reft  are  of  Earth  and 
Straw  :  The  Roofs  and  Parts  near  them  are  ftiU  of 
Ornaments,  fuch  as  Foliage,  Birds,  and  Dragons> 
and  arc  covered  with  red  and  blue  japan'd  Tiles. 

In  the  Country  we  beheld,  from  time  to  time, 
fcveral  Tombs  made  of  Earth,  in  the  Form  of  a  Py- 
ramid ;  and  there  are  generally  in  thefc  Places  fmall 
Groves  of  Cyprefs,  with  a  flat  Leaf,  which  Ibok  ve- 
ry pretty.  Before  Noon  we  pafs*d  near  Tu  tching 
bien  ;  it  is  a  fquare  City,  whofe  Walls  are  made  of 
.  tempered  Earth  mix*d  with  Straw ;  and,  in  leveral 
Places,  of  Bricks  hardened  by  the  Sun,  and  rough-caft 
with  Potters  Clay  ;  the  Publick-Houfes,  or  Inns, 
are  the  moft  wretched  we  have  yet  feen. 

Befides  a  great  number  of  Towns  which  lie  acrols 
the  high  Koad,  we  often  meet  with  Inns  on  the  Bor- 
ders of  it  ;  thefe  are  miferable  Huts  made  of  Reeds, 
or  at  beft  a  kind  of  Cottages,  with  Walls  made  of 
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Mud  and  Earth,  much  frequented  by  the  Vulgar:  On 
the  greateft  Part  of  the  Towers  may  be  feen  Iron  Bells, 
very  inartificially  caft. 

The  Extent  of  our  Journey  on  the  3 1  ft  was  Twelve 
Leagues  :  Within  two  Leagues  of  the  Town  where 
|wc  lodg'd,  we  faw  on  our  Left  the  City  Pin  yuen 
Men,  which  feem*d  to  be  about  two  Leagues  in  Cir- 
cumference, We  faw  in  the  Suburbs  we  pafs'd  thro* 
an  infinite  Number  of  People,  and  a  great  many 
Timber- Yards  full  of  Wood,  for  which  there  appeared 
to  be  a  great  Demand. 

Eight  Leagues  from  this  City  we  ft)und  Te  tcbeouj 
a  large  City,  fituate  on  the  great  Royal  Canal,  and 
encompafs'd  with  fine  Brick  Walls :     That  Part  of 
the  Suburbs  through  which  we  pafs'd,  appeared  like 
a  City  for  Extent  and  Number  of  People.     From  Te 
tcbeou  the  Road,  which  was  before  a  little  hollow,  be- 
came level  with  the  Ground  about  it,  and,  excepting 
theDuft,  was  exceeding  pleafant.     The  Plain   is  as 
level  as  a  Garden,  full  of    fmall  Towns  furrounded 
with  Fruit-Trees,  and  diverfify'd  with  Groves  of  Cy- 
prcfs  planted  near  the  Tombs,  which  form  a  very  a- 
greeable  Landskip  ;     the  Soil  is  a  kind  of  Potters 
Clay,  but  fomewhat  more  gray  and  foft,  and  the  Carts 
are  drawn  by  Oxen,  in  the  fame  manner  as  by  Horfes 
in  Europe  \    the  Houfes  are  moftly  made  of   Earth, 
and  are  very  low,  with  almoft  flat  Roofs.     They  are 
<:ompos'd  of  Redds  covered  with  Earth,  and  fupport- 
ed  with  Mats  which  lie  upon  the  Spars  and  Joifts. 
•  One  may  judge  by  this  Specimen  of  the  Goodnels  of 
the  Inns,  which  are  not  fo  well  built  by  much.  They 
ufe  no  Fire- Wood ;  their  principal  Fuel  is  Pit-Coal, 
and  that  cannot  be  cheap,  for  in  the  Inns  they  burn  a 
great  Quantity  of  Reeds  and  Stubble,  of  which  there 
is  abundance. 

The  Royal,  Canal,  which  lies  to  the  Noi:th  of  this 
City  was  frozen  up,  on  which  for  half  a  League  to- 
gether 
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gethcr  we  faw  a  Row  of  Barks,  which  lay  fo  near 
each  other,  that  they  fcem^d  to  touch.  Beyond 
Hang  ho  a  pou  we  faw  frequently  a  fort  of  fqimrc 
Towers  made  of  Brick,  confifting  of  two  Stories :  Their 
Height  is  about  Forty-five  Foot,  their  Length  Fifty 
or  Sixty,  and  their  Breadth  Eighteen  or  Twenty, 
with  Seven  Battlements  on  one  Side,  and  Three  on  the 
other :  Their  Towns  are  inclofcd  with  little  Mud- 
Walls,  with  two  Gates  at  each  Extremity  of  the  chief 
Streets,  and  over  thefe  Gates  are  the  Pagods,  or  Idol 
Temples. 

The  ill  of  February^  four  Leagues  from  the  Place 
where  we  lodg'd,  we  enter'd  the  Province  of  Pe  ttbe- 
it:    Wepafs'd  through  the  Extremity  of  the  Suburbs 
of  King  tcheou  ;    die  Walls  feem*d  to   be  made  of 
,  Earth;  "we  judg*d  it  to  be  fquare,  like  the  reft  of 
the  Chinefe  Cities.   Within  the  City  a|)pears  an  Hexa- 
gonal Tower  of  eleven  or  twelve  Stories,  but  decrea- 
sing in  Circumference  as  it  rifes  higher :     There  were 
Windows  on  all  fides  of  each  Story.     We  beheld  fe- 
vcral  of  the  fmaller  Towers  in  the  North  and  South 
Parts  of  the  Suburbs  :     The  Inhabitants  make  ufe  of 
thefe  Towers  to  fecure  their  EfFcfts  in  troublefome 
Times,  and  when  they  fear  an  Irruption  of  Robbffs ; 
The  Houfes  of  the  Country-Towns  are  of  Earth  and 
Straw,  and  their  Roofs  are  almoft  flat.     To  Ipeak  in 
general,  in  all  our  Journey  from  Ning  po  we  did  not 
take  notice  of  one  Building,  except  the  Publick  ones,' 
that  was  worthy  of  Obfcrvation :    We  took  up  our 
Lodging  five  Leagues  beyond  King  tcheou^  at  a  City 
call'd  Fou  tcinng  Hen.     It  was  there  that  we  learned 
that  the  Emprds,  Mother  of  the  Emperor  Cang  foi^ 
^  died  on  the  27th  of  the  preceding  Month.     In  con- 

formity to  the  Cuftom  of  the  Empire,  we  took  from 
our  Caps  the  Tufts  of  red  Silk  ;  this  is  accounted  a 
Diftinftion  or  Sign  of  Mourning  This  Ceremony 
is  obferv'd  for  twenty-fevcn  Days  throughoutthe  Em- 
pire, 
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.pire,  accounting  from  the  Time  the  News  firft  ar- 
rived, and  if  any  Perfon  fails  herein,  he  is  liable  to 
be  punilh'd. 

The  ad  was  the  Beginning  of  the  Cinnefe  Year ; 
this  is  obfcrv*d  as  a  Time  ot  Rejoicing  for  feveral 
Days :  Befidcs  the  common  Salutations,  there  were 
publick  Diverfions,  Illuminations,  and  Fire- Works. 

This  Day,  after  having  din*d  at  a  large  Town  fe- 
ven  Leagues  from  Fou  tching^  when  we  left  the  Town, 
we  pafs*d  over  a  fine  Marble  Bridge,  about  twenty 
Foot  long  ;  the  Rails  were  of  Marble  alfo,  with  Fi- 
gures in  Bc^o  relievoy  more  accurately  done  than  what 
we  had  feen  before  :  There  is  a  great  Quantity  of 
Marble  in  this  Province  ;  the  Country  isTevel  and 
well  cultivated,  full  of  Towns  and  Villages.  The 
little  Towers  we  mentioned  before  are  alfo  very  nu- 
merous, infbmuch  that  one  would,  at  a  diftance,  take 
the  Towns  to  be  fo  many  Fortrefles ;  all  the  Houfts 
are  made  of  Earth,  with  flat  Roofs,  covered  with 
Straw*  We  met  upon  the  Road  a  great  number  6f 
Couriers,  with  little  Boxes  at  their  Backs,  wrap'd  in 
yellow  Stuff,  which  is  the  Imperial  Colour  •,  they  were 
probably  carrying  the  News  of  the  Deccafe  of  tlie 
Emprefs  to  different  Places.  .  This  Evening  we  tra- 
veled four  or  five  Leagues ;  and,  after  having  pafsM 
near  Hien  bien,  we  took  up  our  Lodging  at  -  Kie 
kia  Itn. 

Our  Journey  the  3d  was  eleven  Leagues :  After 
we  had  travelled  about  two  Hours,  we  pafs*d  near 
the  Walls  of  Ho  kienfou^  which  might  be  about  two 
Leagues  in  Compafi  ;  the  Figure  of  it  was  fquare, 
the  Walls  and  Parapets  were  of  Brick,  and  in  very 
good  Repair  :  We  took  up  our  Lodging  at  a  City 
calPd  Gin  kieou  bien.  The  Face  oF  the  Country  that 
we  pals'd  through,  was  much  the  fame  as  the  prece- 
ding Days;  We  obfcrv'd  in  divers  Places  Marble 
Monuments,  with  Infcriptions  placed  perpendicular- 
ly on  the  Top  of  a  great  Marble  Tortoife.     From 
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Ning  po  we  had  beheld  neither  Woods  nor  Foreft,  t>a 
all  the  Land  was  well  cultivated,  except  that  whici 
was  Hooded,  and  a  few  barren  Mountains.  • 

The  4th  we  left  Gin  kieou  bieny  which  is  a  City  ol 
;an  oblong  fquare  Form,  about  1400  Paces  ia  CirH 
cuit :  The  Walls  and  Parapets  are  of  Brick,  ^c^itlil 
Towers  at  certain  Diftanccs,  and  are  more  than  thiri 
ty  Foot  high ;  the  Houfes,  as  well  as  thofe  of  th^ 
Country-Towns,  are  likewife  of  Brick,  whole  Roofi 
are  very  handfome.  ^ 

Five  Leagues  from  this  City  we  pafs*d  by  a  largcj 
Trading  Town,  in  the  middle  of  which  is  a  Triumphal' 
Arch  5  immediately  beyond  this  Town  a  Caufeway' 
begins,  and  a  League  farther  we  came  to  marfliy' 
Land,  through  which  the  Caufeway  is  continued  a- 
bout  500  Paces,  at  the  End  of  which  is  a  large  Town, , 
with  three  Wooden  Bridges  over  the  fame  Number  ot" 
Canals,  '  ; 

Two  Leagues  from  hence  we  pafs'd  through  the  j 
City  IBong  Uen.   The  Street  we  went  thro%  isadom'd 
with  four  Triumphal  Arches  5  the  Pillars  Hand  up- 
on Bafes  of  white  Marble  about  three  Foot  high, 
compofed  of  four  Stones  bound  together  with  Iron  ( 
Hoops,  and  faften'd  with  large  Pins  of  the  fame  Me-  j 
tal ;  the  Pillars  themfelve^  were  of  Wood.  1 

After  we  left  Hiong  hien^  where  we  dined,  we  went 
four  Leagues  farther  to  Pe  keou  ho^  a  large  Town, 
where  we  took  up  our  Lodging.  At  the  two  Extre- 
mities of  this  Place  are  two  Gates,  with  Pagods 
built  over  them  ;  the  Country- To wnS  b^in  now 
to  be  more  neat,  and  the  Houfes  are  cover'd  with 
thick  Tiles. 

The  5th,  at  the  diftance  of  two  Leagues  from  the 
Town,  we  pafs*d  feveral  Canals ;  and  one  League 
farther  we  crofs'd  Sin  Ubing  hien ;  it  is  of  a  fquare 
Figure,  and  is  no  more  than  12  or  1300  Paces  in 
Compafs. 

After 
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After  Dinnpr  we  crofs'd  the  City  Tjd  cheouy  through 
the  principal  Street,  which  is  very  broad,  and  lies  in  a 
right  Line.  This  City  }s  3000  Paces  in  Circumference, 
and  is  better  peopled  than  the  reft.  The  Suburbs  on  the 
North  and  South  Sides  of  it  are  very  large,  the  Streets 
handibjnc  and  ftraight ;  but  the  Houfes  are  low,  after 
the  Cbinefe  manner,  none  of  theni  exceeding  two  Stories, 
At  our  Departure  oqt  of  the  North  Part  of  the  Su- 
burbs we  niet  with  a  very  agreeable  ProlJ)e<9: ;  on  the 
Right  was  a  fpacious  Plain,  which^  as  far  as  our 
Sight  could  reach,  was  without  the  leaft  Eminence  or 
Inequality  ;  on  the  Left  was  a  Chain  of  Mountains,  on 
the  Side  of  which  bur  Road  lay  to  P eking ^  and  which 
ifeem'd  to  b^  the  Bounds  of  the  Province  Pe  tche  lu 
t/"""  ^^^cr  We  came  to  ^  Bridge  of  nine  Arches, 
which  are  fupported  by  Piers  of  fquare  Stone  z  The 
whole  "VVorli:  is  folid  and  ftrong,  and  the  Bridge  is 
paved  with  large  fquare  Stones,  and  the  Sides  of  it 
are  wall'd  or  rail'd  widi  large  Pfeces  of  Mar. 
ble,  two  Foot  and  a  Half  high,  which  ftidc  into 
Grooves  in  the  Sides  of  Pofts  made  of  the  fame : 
There  are  fixty-twa'of  fhefe  Pofts  on  each  Side. 
Ihe  Pieces  of  MaAle  in  the  middle  are  about  fiJC 
-Joot  Jong,  but  they  decreafe  gradually  towards  each 
I'^d  .of  the  Bridge.  One  Part  of  the  Bridge  is  joined  ' 
i^^lnSr^^^^  ^^^^  ^^  P*^^>  ^^^  500  Paces  in 
4^^Srmer!ti^^  '^ -°^^r  Bridge  made  like 

Che  PH,  that  is,  a  lar^e  M^fefc  *^^^t  I 

mzMc  Bafe,  two  Foot  and  a  Half  higS^SS 
Paces  fquare.    It  is,  doubdefi,  a  Monument  erediS  — 
fo  the  Memory  of  fome  illuftri<jus  Perfon,  or  '^hirh 
we  had  fecn  feveral  n^r  the  Rqad,  ' 

For  three  JDays  paft  the  Soil  was  more  grey  and 
hard  than  ufual,  and  wc  continued  to  meet  an  infinite 
Number  of  p^flengcrs  going  backward  and  forward, 
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We  t«pk  up  our  Ixidgjng  two  League?  ftasn  7/5 
|£i^a«,  tK  a  large  Town  call'd  laou  It  bo.  We  tra- 
vcU'd  this  Day  twelve  Jjeagues. 

The  6th  we  left  this  Town,  and  as  fooh  as  ^ 
were  got  out  of  the  Suburbs,  we  found  a  very  hand- 
fame  Bridge,  about  a  hundred  Geometrical  Paces  in 
Jjcngth,  and  twenty  Foot  in  Breadth,  with  two  large 
Triumphal  Arches  at  each  End.  The  Rails  or  Sitte- 
Walls  of  the  Bridge  confift  of  large  flat  Stones,  Ibmc 
whits,  others  grey,  which  are  fupported  by  fmsll 
Pillars  of  the  lime,  very  much  refcmbling  Mar* 
ble.  Thefe  Stones  are  artificially  cut,  and  adorn'd 
wiiji  variety  of  Mouldings.  The  Bridge  is  paved 
with  la^  handiome  flat  Stones,  to  which  is  join'd  a 
sreat  Caufcway,  twenty  Foot  broad,  anri  fix  or  feven 
hundred  Paces  long ;  it  is  paved  in  the  fame  mam«r. 

Four  Lcaaues  from  leou  It  bo  is  fituate  Ltang  *w« 
iw»,  a  confiderabk  City,  but  very  indifferently  wall  d. 
About  a  League  beyond  this,  we  pals'd  rfJ.Z 
Bridge,  theRaUs  or  Side-Walls  o^  which  a«  lag 
han&e  white  Stones :  At  the  four  EijreoutW 
were  placed  the  Figures  of  Elephants  We  few  an^ 
ther,  the  great  StSnes  on  the  Side-Walk  of  wla* 
were  carv'5  like  Rails.    We  traveU'd  this  Oay  bW 

three  Leagues.  .  ,     t  ^„  *to  ikk 

We  ft^'dat  a  VUlage  right  Uagu»  ^-^^^ 

P^.  7  wait  for  News  from  thej^ag^^  ^^ 
ciety,  who  were  at  Couit;  W^f  p  p^^^and  Vtf 
lancholy  Newsotthej^e  28dj  of  Januart.  The 
Vufi,  which  hafliBfhing  th^t  was  neceflary  for  his  Pre. 
Emp^  i^m  be  honour'd  with  his  Favour.  One 
%^'^^)^  Phyficians  was  order'd  to  attend,  hut  too 
o*^2*rnhe  infcrm'd  tfce  Emperor,  to  ufc  his  own 
— :prdnon,  Tbia  Mm  Parts  of  Urn  in  Ten  rmtf  gkf^ 
dead ;  and  he  acconjingly  expired  a  few  Days  afi^. 
The  7th,  the  Fathers  at  Cburt  fcnt  an  Officer  of 

d)«  MathomtM  Tribunal  to  eondud):  us  to  P^' 
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pbne  of  them  ^erc  permitted  to  come  in  Perfon,  oh 
Account  of  Mourning  for  Pere  Verbiefty  which  they 
jicre  oblifi^d  to  obierve  after  the    Cbineji  manner. 
^e  fet  f^ward  on  our  Journey  about  Onf  in  the 
noon. 
On  this  Rpad,  which  is  forty  Yards  and  upwards 
I  in  Qreadth,  there  was  fiich  a  dreadful  Noife  cauied 
;  by  the  Multitude  of  People,  Horfes,  Mules,  Afles, 
I^Cameb,  Chatfes,  Litters,  and  Carts,  that  it  is  im« 
I  poffibk  to  give  you  any  tolerfible  Notion  of  it. 
\y    Wc  croi?d  Lou  keou  kiao  about  three  Leagues  froni 
Peking :  It  is  a  little  City,  about  1 200  Paces  in  con>* 
.pais )  the  Appearance  of  it  was  very  agreeable,   the 
Walls  were '  C35trepiely  w«ll  built,    and  it  h^d  tWQ 
double  Gates^  \f  ith  a  Place  for  Arms,  and  handibme 
I  .Reosm  urtr  it.    At  the  Entramce  of  the  City  w« 
paisM  oyer  a  firidge^  the  fineft  w6  had  yet  feen  1 
rthc  Arches  vrttc  ftnaJiy  but  the  Walls  on  eacfc  Side 
r.vere  n^de  of  a  bsurd  whiti(h  Stone  fefemblihg  Mafr 
I'^hic.    Each  Stone  was»  &^t  Foot  long,  three  high»  and 
^en  or  eight  lunches  thicks  fupportod  ^t  eqch  End 
indi  fiiaaU  PiUars,  adeNrn'd  with  MouldiiVgs,  and  tha 
Figwts  of  Lions^    I  reckoned,  on  one  Side  only,  147 
rf  thcfe  Pillars.    It  was  paived  with"  lai^e  flat  Stones, 
^joined  as  caudly  togsthetf  as  the  Floor  of  a  Hall. 
The  WftUs  of  the  Ci^  zst  handfomly  built,  and  are 
Forty  Foot  high.    The  Rariip^  is  rtot  very  thidc-5 
die  Tdi&A  Way  19  bvoad^  and  a^ificially  made,  as 
vcfi  as  the  Parapet^  the  BadAements^of  whiich  are  ve« 
ry  mar  tsxk  other.  Thtf  Road  from  dlis  City  to  Peking 
bob  like  one  continued  Street^  there  is  fiich  a  Number 
^  Feople  cdntintially  palling  baekwatd  and  forward.    - 

Fowr  or  five  hmdred  PacjBS  from  the  farther  Gate 
>re  w«re  ftop^d  at  t^ie  Cuftom-Houfc,  but  our  Baggage 
was  fuffei^d  to  pafs  without  Examination.  During  our 
ftajr,  a  PeHbn  opcnfd  the  l^indow  df  tHy  Vehicle, 
wd  demanded  if  we  wwc  come  t»  pfeiy  TribtKe  to  the 
&npcror»  (0$  it  is  wosth  obfervingi  that  the  Gbktefi 
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think  themfelves  to  be,  by  far,  the  moll  confiderable 
Part  of  the  World,  and  all  thofe  Nations  that  fend 

,.         Prefents  to  their  Emperors  are  their  Tributaries.  Thus 
they  not  only  place  Korea^  Japan^  Bengal^  and  Sar- 
A, '   macand  in  that  Number,  but  even  all  the  Mabometam^ 
and  the  Mufcovites  themfelves. 

About  a  League  before  we  arrived  at  Peking^  we 
faw  all  the  Country  over- run  with  little  Groves  of 
pretty  tall  Trees,  and  enclosed  with  Walls  made  of 
Earth.  Thefe  are  fo  many  different  Burying-Places, 
About  Four  in  the  Afternoon  we  entered  Peking^^ 
thro'  a  double  Gate,  as  all  the  other  Gates  of  the  City 
arc.     It  was  quite  covered  with  Ir6n  Plates,  faften'd 

K  with  a  great  many  Rows  of  very  large  Nails.  The 
Walls  are  from  thirty  to  thirty-five  Foot  high,  on 
which  are  placed  fquare  Towers  at  proper  diftances. 
^  The  Street  thro*  which  we  pafs*d  lay  in  a  diredt  Line, 
and  was  in  Breadth  from  forty-five  to  fifty  Foot.  We 
pafs*d  along  it  a  good  half  League,  in  the  midft  [of 
an  incredible  Throng  of  People ;  and  yet  not  one 
Woman  was  to  be  i&tvi  among  them.  Every  now 
and  then  we  met  with  a  kind  of  Mountebanks  or  Jug- 
glers, with  Crouds  about  them  of  fifty  or  fixty  Men. 
A  Stranger  would  naturally  conclude  it  was  the  Time 
of  Ibme  great  Fair,  or  other  publick  Aflembly, 

We  could  not  perceive  the  End  of  this  large  Street, 
when  we  turn'd  fliort  into  another  almoft  as  large  as 
the  former,  and  the  Throngs  of  People  the  fame.  In 
both  thefe  Streets  the  Houfes  are  low,  being  nothing 
but  a  Ground-Floor ;  and  there  is  nothing  to  attract 
the  Eyes,  but  the  Shops  of  the  great  Merchants, ' 
which  for  Neatnefs  and  Riches  GKcel  moft  in  Europe. 
The  Entrance  into  thefe  Shops  is  finely  adorn*d  with 
Gilding,  Paintings,  and  Sculptures,  in  a  Manner 
which  is  very  beautiful  to  behold. 

At  the  End  of  this  Street  weenter'd  into  the  Second 
City,  that  is,  the  City  of  the  Tartars  :  The  Gate  at 
this  Place  vm  double,  as  before ;    The  fccpnd  pr  in-r 
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Jirard  Gate  has  t  large  Edifice  built  over  it,  with  a 
jdouble  Roof;  it  confifts  of  two  Storie  :  The  Tiles 
Jire  japanM,  and  the  lower  Part  is  adornM  with 
Painting  and  Sculptures.  The  Advance- Wall  in  the 
Place,  which  aafwers  to  the  Gate,  has  likewife  an 
Edifice  ereded  over  it,  much  larger  than  the  former : 
|t  is  four  Stories  high,  with  twelve  Iquare  Windows  in 
iach,  which  yields  an  agreeable  Prolpeft  at  the  En- 
trance of  the  fecpnd  Street  of  the  Cbinefe  City. 

When  we  were  through  both  the  Gates,  we  turn*d 
on  the  right  Hand  to  the  Portuguefe  Jeliiit's  Houfe, 
which  is  over-againft,  and  not  far  from  the  Rampart. 
We  pafs*d  thro*  three  little  Gates,  into  a  fquare  regu- 
lar Court,  on  each  Side  of  which  was  a  handfome 
fquare  Tower,  the  Tops  of  them  were  built  in  the 
Manner  of  an  Obfervatory.  In  that  on  the  right  Hand 
was  a  v6ry  fine  Organ,  and  in  the  other  a  Clock  with 
fcvcral  Bells. 

At  the  Beginning  of  ^t, Cbinefe  Year,  all  Peking 
came  to  fee  thefe  Curiofities,  and  the  Court  was  ne- 
ver empty  from  Morning  till  Night,  during  which 
Time  the  Organ  play*d,  and  the  Chimes  went ;  and 
many  went  into  the  Church,  who  were  inform'd,  by  a 
Perfon  appointed  for  that  Purpofe,  of  the  Myfteries 
rcprefented  by  the  Paintings ;  infomuch  that  feveral, 
who  only  fought  to  fatisfy  their  natural  Curiofity,  met 
unawares  with  Motives  for  their  Converfion  to  the 
Ghriftian  Faith. 
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^  Account  of  the  Journey  of  certain  Chkicfe 
from  Sizxxi  to  China  by  Land  \  extraSted  from 
their  own  'Memoirs. 

yO  travel  from  the  Kingdom  of  Siam  to  China j  ac- 
cording to  fome  Cbinefe  Memoirs,  it  is  neceflary 
to  crofs  the  Kingdom  of  Labos ;   the  principal  and 
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heft  peopled  Cities  through  which  they  pafi,  arc  JQut^ 
haity  Kiang/engi  Kemeret  mabangfing^  the  Cipital  df 
Labos  mohang  lee^  Mobang  long^  the  Capital  of  another 
Principality  or  Province,  and  Mobang  Vinan^  which 
borders  upon  Cinna^  or  which  is  Part  of  Cbiua  itfelf. 

¥101x1  Kiang  baii^  or*  Mobang  kiaij  to  M.  kiang 
feng^  is  reckoned  feven  t>ays  Journey  •,  from  M.  Kiang 
Seng  to  M.  Keinaral^  feven  other  Days  Journey ;  from 
Af.  KAnard  to  M.  Leng^  eight  Days  Jouriicy ;  from 
4/.  Leng  to  Mi  Lee^  feven  Days  Journey  ;  from  M. 
Lee  to  M.  Mengy  eleven  Days  Journey ;  fiiom  M. 
Men  going  towards  the  North,  ive  came  to  Af.  VinaMi 
from  whence  in  a  little  time  we  come  into  Cinna. 
,  Ffam  the  fcoiifines  of.  the  Kingdom  of  Stam  td 
M.  Leng^  the  Capital  oi  Labos ^  there  are  a  great  ma- 
ny Wbods  and  Rivers,  and  numerous  Plantations; 
They  met  with  neither  wild  ^fts  nor  Robbers  in  all 
their  Journey  \  the  greateft  Part  of  the  Roads  ard 
impal&ble  with  Carts. 

M  Leng^  the  Capital,  hath  neither  Walls  nor  For* 
trefies^  but  is  incomiiaflred  with  Palifades  \  its  Cir« 
tiuit  is  about  400  Senes^  cf ery  Seni  is  twenty  Sia^ 
mefe  Fathbms; 

,  On  the  Weft  oif  this  Capital  is  Af.  Cofangpii^  zxA 
ftill  further  Weftward  is  the  great  Foreft  of  Paln$ni 
pan.  M.  Co  fang  pi  wai  heretofore  inhabited  by  i 
certain  People  called  Taiyai^  and  the  Country  which 
they  were  Matters  of  was  a  very  large  Kingdom  j  it 
took  up  three  Months  to  travel  round  it,  but  at  pre- 
Ifent  it  is  no  more  than  a  Vali  Foreft^  which  joins  td 
that  of  Pabima  pan. 

The  Siamefe  have  oiften  been  heard  to  fay,  tliat  tin 
Uie    North  of  the  Kingdbrn  of  Siam  there  were  ir 
People  who  had  the  fame    Religion,   the  &me  Cu- 
ftoms,  and  the  fame  Language  with  thenifelve^ ;  and 


mik 


*  All  ihefe  pretended  Cities  are  dignified  nvith  the  Title  9^  Mohang, 
nvhich  { Jhall  afier<wardi  fignify  try  the  Letter  M.  /•  a^vgld  Repe- 
titioH, 
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that  it  was  ihom  this  People  they  had  t^rrc»wed  all 
tbefe  things^  cvM  to  the  very  Name  of  their  King- 
dom:  And  tfan  Nation,  aecorcSng  to  the  Siamefe 
themielves,  is  the  fame  ^m,  the  Chin^fe  m  their  Me- 
moirs ca^U  Tmyd. 

Bat  becaufe  tke  Siamffi  affis»A  that  in  this  Nation 
the  Pijeifas  are  tbe  principal  Rulers^  it  is  very  likclj 
that  the  Oouftiry  which  die  Chinefi  call  T'^  jmsx^  is  the 
fenic  tbe  "Tartars  call  I*^,  which  is  the  Do- 
mknoim  of  the  Sovereign  P6mif  of  the  Lamas 'y  and 
^  the  Cwf  of  Cp  fang  pii  i»  the  fanie  as  Baranto- 
Uj  latere  die  GtmA  Lama  keeps  his  Court,  and  go- 
verns all  his  SubjeAs  with  an  abibliHSe  Authority. 

This  appears  the  more  likely,  not  to  fay  certain,    -*     - 
becaule  the  Rdigion  of  the  Lamas  greatly  refeoibles     .^'^  r 
tte  Siamiji  ;  they  have,  hoA  tike  ioroe  Idols^  the  fame       • 
Shaptj  and  Garments  of  die  iatne  Colour.    Befides  the 
Sicuatioft  of  Lsja  eat»£tiy  quadrates  with  what  the 
Ciffii^  caU  Taiyai^  and  with  the  Ki{)gdom  to  which 
^  Siame^  declare  dieir  Religion  and  Laxiguage  are 
wing.  They  art  bodi  fitoated  on  the  North  of  Siam^    ' 
in  a  cold  Ciimtte,  where  Snow  f^ls  in  Hecember^ 
January  and  Fisbruaryi  AH  the  Difierence  is,  that  the 
"fdwpms  ofSmm  ane  ilrifl:  and  coi^ant  in  the  Ob- 
^i^oA  of  their  Laws,  whereas  thf  Lamas  are  mora 
bufe  audi  unconftant:  But  this  Drrerfity  is  rather  a 
%a  of  tbe  Difierence  of  their  Manners,  ,than  want 
tf  Ocmformity.  in  their  Religion. 

Mobang  kng^  Capital  of  Labos^  is  fituate  on  the 
^^^^oiMenad  ttd^  or  Memn  Im^  which  is  the  Name 
«f  like  Rivdr  diat  runs  through  it^  which  River  is  full 
ef  Ixodes,  ard  hath  its  Rife  in  the  North  in  aMoun- 
^  called  Pahg  yeng^  then  taking  it3  Courfe  towards 
MXamorel^  k  falls  into  the  River  il4ifwi{f  ifi»  towards 
^ti(^.  The  River  of  5i^«»»  has  its  Source  in  a  Moun- 
?in  called  Kit^  daun^  and  that  of  Kiang  bai  difchargea 
tt  felf  into  the  principal  River  of  the  King(iom  of 
w«,  commonly  called  Menan. 
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Ih  the  Capital  of  the  Kingdom  of  Labos  there  is  i 
great  Plenty  of  Rice,  and  fo  very  cheap,  that  for  a 
a  Foua^  which  is  a  few  Halfpence  of  our  Money,  one 
may  buy  fifty  or  fixty  Pound* 

There  are  few  Fifh,  but  to  make  amends  for  that j 
there  is  the  Flefh  of  Bufialbcs,  Deer,  ^c.  in  great 
Plenty.  Thfe  Months  of  Mayj  June  and  Julyj  are  the 
Scafons  for  Fruit  -,  which  are  the  fame  Sort  that  wc  meet 
with  in  the  Kingdom  of  Siam^  excq>t  the  Thourcani 
or  Doarion^  and  Mangeuilon; 

Five  Days  Journey  from  Moban^  leng  towards  ^Jie 
North  there  are  Mines  of  Gold,  Silver,  Copper,  and 
a  kind  of  Red  Sulphur  of  a  very  ftrong' Smell;  200 
Senes  frbrii  the  fartie  City^  and  the  fame  Side,  there 
is  a  Pit  or  Mine  of  Precious  Stones  full  100  Senes  deepj 
from  whence  they  get  Rubies,  fome  of  which  arc  as 
large  as  a  Walnut.  There  are  alfo  in  the  fame  Place  a 
kind  of  Green  Stones,  or  JEmeralds,  and  it  is  feid  that 
the  King  of  Labos  hath  one  as  large  as  an  Orange ; 
there'  are  alfo- Stones  of  feveral  other  Colours.  There 
is  a  Brook  which  runs  thro*  this  Mine,  and  carries 
feveral  along  With  its  Stream,  of  which  they  fome- 
times  gather  an  Ounce- weight  at  a  time. 
•  As  for  the  Silver  Mine,  the  King  receives  frohi  it 
560  Caih  yearly  i  they  are  Chinefe  who  work  in  the 
Mines  j  and  refine  the  Silver  :The  Mountains  in  which- 
it  is  dug  are  300  Senes  in  height,  they  are  quite  covered 
with  Gralsi  which  the  Dew  preferves  continually  frefk 
and  greeni 

.  There  is  alfo  found  here  a  Phyfical  Root,  which 
the  Cbinefe  call  tong  coveij  and  a  kind  of  a  Tree  called 
Vendejahg^  which  b«ars  Flowers  as  thick  as  one's  Fin-^ 
ger,  yielding  a  very  delicious  Smell;  when  thefe 
Flowers  open  they  are  of  feveral  Colours,  as  red^ 
yellow,  Whiter  and  black,  and  when  the  Fruit  comes 
toPeifeftion  it  is  of  the  Shape  of  a  Duck.  There  are  in 
Ithis  Country  a  great  Number  of  thefe  Trees^  efpecial-^ 
ly  where  the  Dew  falls  moft; 
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Th^inhabitants  of  Jidobang  leng  trade  with  their 
JJciglwurs,  without  giving  themfdves  the  Trouble  of 
goiii'  amongft  them.  Their  Commodities  are  chiefly 
Pre^us  Stones,  Gold,  Silver,  Tin,  Lead,  Sulphur^ 
Cbon,  and  Skeins  of  Cotton,  Tea,  Lac,  Braftl  Wood^ 
th'  Phyfical  Root  S'ong  kouu 
The  Merchants  of  Mobang  lee  bring  Elephahts  td 
fade  with,  the  Cbine/i  raw  and  manufaftured  Silk,  • 
Musk,  white  Hair  as  fine  as  Silk,  which  they  get 
from  a  certain  Animal ;  of  this  Hair  they  make  the 
lai^  Tufts  that  adorn  the  Ears  of  the  Elephants, 
which  the  King  of  Siam  rides  upon,  and  which  hangs  * 
down  to  the  Ground*  as  well  as  the  red  Tufts  wore- 
by  the  Gbinefe  in  their  ordinary  Caps  or  Hats^  > 

The  Merchants  which  come  from  Tai  yai^  which. 
lyes  Weftwardj  import  Iron*  red  and  yellow  Sandal 
Vfoodi  Linen  Cloth,  printed  Callicoes,   Venifon,  a  • 
kind  of  red  Phyfical  Pafl:ej  and  other  Merchandifes 
from  Indouftan. 

Thofe  of  M.  Kmdral  and  M.  Kiang  go  to  M.  Leng  ■ 
to  fell  their  Cow«  and  Buffaloes  for  Silver,  Tin  and- 
iSulphuTi  M*  Leng  is  tributary  to  Havau^  and  an 
Ambaflador  is  fent  every  Year  to  pay  their  Tribute ; 
this  docs  not  hinder  the  Labos  from  appointing  a 
Succcfcr  when  the  King  dies,  but  they  are  obliged 
to  inform  the  King  of  Havau  thereof. 

The  King  of  Lahos  has  but  one  Minifter,  who 
takes  Cognilance  of  the  Affairs  of  State.  There  are 
reckoned  eight  Cities  or  Places  in  this  Kingdom^ 
which  have  each  of  them  aGarrifon  of  looo  Men  ; 
bcfidcs  the  360  Ca/w^  which  he  has  yearly  from  the 
Mine  at  the  North  of  M.  Leng^  he  raifes  860  more 
in  the  reft  of  the  Kingdom. 

Mobang  Mengy  the  Capital  of  a  particular  Pro- 
vince, hath  on  the  Weft  M.  Pan  and  M.  Kaa,  on  the 
South  Ml  Sfee^  on  the  Eaft  M.  Tcbeong  and  M.  Kouy 
all  which  depend  on  Moang  Vinan ;  tWs  whole  Coun- 
try is  on  this  fide  the  Tropick^  Id  that  the  Sun  is 
ftcvcr  direftly  over  their  Heads;  Th« 
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The  Province  of  Af.  H^ng  is  ts^Grsaoen  Dsiy.jouf^ 
hey  from  North  to  South,  and  about  ieven  ftoifaft 
to  Weft ;  there  are  feven  Cities  which  depend  o  the 
Capital ;  a  great  River  runs  crofe  it,  which  tifes'a  a 
Mountain  of  the  North,  andlofes  it  felf  in  Mcnangcb^^ 

Menang  cong  having  run  by  M.  hee^  M.  Kia^ 
and  M.  Lantchung^  it  ent^s  the  Kingdcmiof  C^m^t?)^ 
crofles  it,  and  falls  into  the  Sea  at  the  Bar  of  B^ach  ^ 
this  River  carries  large  Barks  from  M.  Ksang  kang 
and  M.  JQaf^  Sefig  as  far.  as  the  Sea« 

The  Soil  of  M.  Mtng  produces  all  Ibrts  of  Fruic 
Inrfiich  are  found  in  SiaMy  except  the  Dourim  and 
Mat^tmfion  \  towards  the  Weft  it  hath  Mines  of  Tin^ 
on  x£t  North  are  Mines  of  Silver,  Copper  and  Iron^ 
and  cm  the  South  there  is  one  of  Salt* 

The  CbifMife  trafiick  with  M.  Heng^  and  import 
their  Merchandifes  upon  Horfes ;  thev  take  in  this  Di-< 
tti\&  the  Animals  that  produce  Musk  %  there  aire  aifb 
many  of  them  in  the  Diftridt  of  A/.  Tm  ysi  ;  the  A-* 
tiimd  that  produces  Musk  is  as  large  as  a  little  Goat» 
its  Body  yidds  a  vety  a^tcea&le  Perfume ;  it  has  un- 
der ks  Belly  a  Puric  three  or  four  tinics  as  thick 
as  one's  Thumb ;  when  they  cut  it  off  it  feems  Hce  a 
Piece  'Of  Greafe  or  Bacon ;  they  dry  it  till  it  is  of  a 
Confiflence  that  may  be  powdered,  and  then  fell 
it  in  the  Country  for  the  fame  Weight  in  SiIvct  •,  the 
Powder  is  yellowifh,  and  of  a  moft  delicate  Scent* 
The  Natives  are  forbid  to  fell  the  true  Bags  to  Stran^ 
gcrs,  for  which  rcafon  they  make  a  counterfeit  Sort 
of  the  Skin  of  the  Animal,  which  they  fill  widi  its 
Blood  and  other  Humours,  to  which  chey  add  rotten 
Wtxxi,  and  tye  it  up,  and  dry  it.  The  Peafants  bring 
great  Quantitfes  to  M.  Meng,  which  they  exchange 
for  things  of  little  Value,  and  thofe  of  M.  M^ng  fell 
it  for  a  great  Price  to  Stranga*s* 

Mohang  Kemaral  is  a  kind  of  Capital  of  a  Diflrid 
of  the  fame  Name,  it  is  about  400  Senes  in  compafi, 
and  eight  Days  Journey  in  length,  and  is  tributary 
to  HavoM  i  at  the  time  when  the  CiAnefs  paffed  tbro* 

the 
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the  Country,  their  King  was  called  Pra  tchiao  clang  $ 
they  fend  Aitibafladors  yearly  to  the  King  of  MavoM 
to  carty  their  Tribute,  which  confifts  of  two  fmdl 
Shrubs^  one  having  its  Leaves  a/id  Flowers  of  Gold^ 
and  the  other  of  Silver* 

There  are  eleven  Cities  <>f  Colonics  in  the  Diftrld 
bf  Kamarett  %  they  are  adqutUntdd  ii^  thofe  Pafts  With 
thcUfe  of  Fire-ArmSj  and  have  mtat  and  fimllCaii* 

non,  Mu&kets^  Darts^  and  Crols-oows; 

When  the  Tartars  attempted  to  make  thomfelvcl 
kafters  of  Cbinai  h  gitat  Number  of  Cbintje.  FugH 
tives  from  the  Province  of  Ikn  nan  difpoil^SM  thiir 
Ncighbour&of  their  Land,  and  fettled  there  themlfelviMi 
and  the  Inhabitants  of  KatnarHt  were  forced  10  a« 
bandon  their  City. 

Before  ih&  Cbm^e  had  drivtn  them  awny^  tile/ 
bame  regularly  every  Year  to  tmdc  with  tius  Fto«> 
|4e,  and  imported  from  China  Velvets,  Silkd,  Gam« 
lets,  Carpets,  Hair^  blew  and  bkck  Cotton  ClOthSj 
Musk,  Qj^ickfllver^  GHnifi  Hats  or  Caps,  Kctdei 
and  other  XJtenfils  of  Coppef^  green  Jewels,  Goldi 
Silvei'iand  China  Ware^  inft^ad  of  which  they  gU^ 
Hcd  away  Cotton-Thre^,  Ivoiy^  Salt  ioS  £arth)  i^ 
Phyfical  P!afte  called  Juiam^  mother  foft  of  Phyfi^ 
tal  Wood,  called  Ingn^  by  thfc  Tortu^tfii  and  MaH 
w?  by  the  Zxameje^  Opium>  a  kind  rf  Medicinal  Root 
called  Cot  Jo :  All  thefe  Nferchandile  were  bro«]g^f 
ftooi  Ha^aUy  and  die  Cbif^  £sinte  tct  fetch  dtem  in 
the  Months  dijanu^^  tebfuaty  and  Manb^  with 
aDefign  to  return  to  ckm^  in  Ac  Month  K^fJpfU. 

M.  Tcbai  or  M.  Ptnan  is  i,  PfovinCe  of  CMndy%TA 
probably  the  Province  of  Tun  nan  \  for  the  Cbinefi 
Memoirs  tpeak  of  four  Rivers  which  take  their  Rife 
io  it,  ifiheineof  the  firll:  takes  its  Courfe  into  the  Pro^ 
yince  of  ^an  hngi,  the  fecond  paflb  by  M.  Ttbiang 
^ng  and  M.  Lun  tcbangi  the  third  by  M.  Motima^  and 
K  odied  Menang  kengy  the  fourth  runs  by  M.  Hava^ 
and  is  called  M^afn  kwu^  and  all  four  leading  th^ 
t^vince  of  Tun  nan  at  teigth  difchargc  thenfjfelves 
into  the  Sea.  Aovut-^ 
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1'  Have  taken  Notice  in  an9th&  Place^  that,  there  is  fcaree  any 
Difference  between  the  greateft  Bart  of  the  Cities  »^  China, 
and  wat  they  are  all  near  aUke^  fo  tbatfieing  one  is  fuffelent 
to  form  an  Idea  tf  all  the  reji.     They  are  for  the  mofi  part 
fjuarey  when  the  Situation  admits  ity  and  furrounded  with  high 
PTaltsy  with  Towers  built  againjfl  them  at  proper  Di fiances  : 
They  have  fometimes  Ditches^  either  dry^  or  full  of  Water • 
There  are  other  Towers  either  rouhd,  hexagonal^  or  oSfagonal^ 
tight  or  nine  Stories  hirh^  Triuniphal  Arches  in  the  Streets^  to-^ 
lerabie  handfome  Temples  confecrated  to  Idols^  or  Monuments  e- 
rented  to  the  Memory  of  the  Heroes  of  this  Nation^  and  oftbofe 
who  have  done  fome  important  Service  to  the  State,  and  for 
the  publick  Godd;  in  Jhort^  fome  tublick  Stru^ures  are  more 
remarkable  for  their  vafl  Extent  than  for '  their  Magnificence.  % 
Add  to  this  fome  pretff  large  Squares  ^  long  Streets,  ftme  very 
wide,  others  out  narrow  ;  the  Houfes  dn  each  Side  have  only  a 
Ground  Floor,  or  one  Story  higher.     There  fire  Shops  adorned 
with  Chba  Ware,  ^Iks,  and  Japan'd  Goods ;  brfore  the  Door 
of  every  Shop  there  is  placed  a  redejlal,  upon  this  is  fix^d  d 
Board Jeven  or  eight  root  high,  either  painted  or  gilt ;  upon  this 
Board  are  wrtie  three  large  Char aSfers,  which  the  Tradefman 
chufesf^  the  Sign  of  his  Shop,  to  difiinguijh  it  from  all  others: 
There  is  fothetimes  infcrihtd  on  it  two  or  three  Sorts  of  Goods 
which  are  fold  in  the  Shop,  and  at  the  Bottom  the  Trader*s 
Name,  with  thefe  ]Words,.ro\i  hou,  that  is  to  fay,  that  be 
will  ,not  cheat  you.     This  double  Row  of  a  kindofPilaJlers 
placed  at  an  equal  Diflance,  make  a  Colonnade,  thererfpeSfive 
of  which  is  pretty  enough. 

:  The  Beauty  of  the  Chinefe  Cities  conjifiing  ehiefly  in  this,  1 
thought  it  proper  to  give  atfirjt  this  general  Idea  ofthetn,  that 
I  might  not  be  oblig'd  to  make  ufelefs  and  tedious  Repetitions  in 
J^aking  of  the  Principal  Towns  of  each  Province,  For  this  Rea-* 
Jon  I  fl)all  confine  my  felf  to  what  is  remarkable  in  them,  either 
in  refpe^  of  their  Situation,  their  Trade,  or  the  Fertility  of 
their  Soil;  and  Jhall  enlarge  on  thofe  which  are  of  the  mofl  Re^ 
putation,  and  are  the  mqfi  frequented  ;  what  I  ftuill  fay  of  the 
others^  will  befufficient  to  give  a  neceffary  Knowledge  rfthem^ 


A 

Geographical  Defcription 

0  F    T  H  E 

PROVINCES  of  CHINA. 


Tbefrft  Province  sfthe  Entire  p/"  China, 
Pc  tchc  li,  or  Tche  li,  or  Li  pa  fou. 


■IIS   Province,  which  is  the  Firft  and 
the  Chicfof  the  whole  Elmpire,  ia  bound- 
ed on  the  Eaft  by  the  Sea,  on  the'North 
by  the  Great  Wall  and  by  a  Part  of  far- 
tary^  on   the  Weft  by  the  Province  of 
Chan  Jiy  from  which  it  is  feparated  by  fome  Moun- 
tains, and  on  the  South  by  the  Provinces  of  Chan  tone 
and  Ho  nan  \  its  Figure  is  Triangular,     It  is  divided 
into  nine  diflerent  Countries,  which  have  each  a  i^oa, 
or  principaj  City  of  the  Firft  Rank,  on  which  fevcral 
other  Towns  are  dependant.     Thefe  Towns  are  140 
in  Number,  twenty  of  which  are  Tcbeou,  or  Towis  of 
the  fccond  Rank,  and  120  are  HieKy  or  Towns  of  the 
thjrd  R^;    not  to  mentioo  an   infinite  Number 

of 
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qf  Boroughs  and  Villages,  fbme  of  which  are  as  large 
^  CitieSi  but  have  not  that  Name,  bccaufc  they  are 
Wt  encloied  with  Walls  or  Ditches^ 

The  Air  is  temperjite  5  yet,  tho*  its  greateft  Latitude 
does  not  exceed  forty  two  Degrees,  the  Rivers  arc  fro-: 
jtcn  foqr  Months  in  the  Year,  viz.  from  about  the 
middle  of  November  to  the  middle  of  March :  Unlels 
^  the  Wind  blows  from  the  North,   the  Froft  does  not 
caufe  that  piercing  Cold  which  is  felt  in  Europe  at  fuch 
a  Time,  which  may  be  attributed  to  the  nitrou^  Exha- 
lations  which  rife  from  the  Earth,  efpecially   when 
die  Weather  is  clear,  which  is  fo  conflant  that  during 
die  Winter  the  Sun  is  very  feldom  obfcuPd ;  the  rainy 
Seafon  is  only  towards  the  End  of  July  and  the  Be^ 
ginning  of  Auguft  ;  it  feldom  rains  at  any  other  time, 
Sut  the  Dew  which  falls  in  the  Night:  moiftens   the 
Earth,  which  is  obferv'd  to  be  dewy  every  Morn- 
ing. This  Moiflure  dries  at  the  Rifing  of  the  Sun,  and 
is  iucceeded  by  a  very  fine  Duft ,  which  penetrates  e-r 
very  where,  and  gets  into  Rooms  which  arc  ihut  up 
witn  the  utmoft  Care.   Thofe'  who  have  tender  Eyes, 
when  they  travel  on  Horfeback,  wear  a  loofe  Veil  which 
covers  their  Faces,  and  is  a  Defence  from  thofe  Whirl-r 
wuids  of  Duft  which  rife  all  around  diem,  or  they  ufe 
other  Precaudons,  which  I  Ibail  mention  m  anodkr 
Place.  Tlie  Country  is  {Jain,  but  &ndy,  and  iK>t  ver 
ry  fnutfbl ;  it  produces  le&  Rice  than  die  Soudicm 
Parts,  becai^  it  has  but  ficw  Canals  *,  neverthc^fs, 
befides  what  13  ibwa  along  the  Sides  of  the  Rivers, 
diere  is  ibme  fi^wn   dry  in    fevend  ^taces^  which 
gpows  very  well,  but  is  harder,  and  therefore  not  fi) 
esfily  drelfed  as^  die  odier  Sort. 

In  other  refpe&s  it  pfendfuUy  prodaccs  all  odier 
Ibrta  of  C^ain,  and  chiefly  Wheat  and  Millet  y^  all 
ibrtsiof  Catde,  PuHe,  and  great  Plenty  of  Fruit,  fisdi 
as  Apples,  Pears,  Plums,  Chdbnts^  Walnufs,  Figs^ 
Peaches,  Grapes,  ^c. 

The 
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The  Rivers  ^e  full  of  Fiih,  and  excellent  Cray-fiih. 
The  Mountains  fiirnifh  a  great  Quantity  of  Pit-Coal, 
which  is  burnt  inftcad  pf  Wood,  it  being  very  fcarce, 
Confidering  the  fpace  of  Time  which  thefc  Minos 
have  given  Fuel  to  this  Province,  they  muft  certaii\ly 
be  ine^duuftible, 

Amoi^  the  different  forts  of  Animals  of  this  Pro^ 
vince^  tji^re  are  a  particular  fort  of  Cats  whiqh  the 
CUneJi  Ladies  arc  very  fond  of,  and  which  they  keq> 
very  tenderly  s  they  have  long  Hair,  and  hanging 

Ears. 

jEhit  what  renders  this  Province  the  moft  confid«r- 
abie  is,  that  the  Riches  of  the  whole  Empire  aj« 
brought  hither,  the  Northern  and  Southern  Provinces 
ftriving  to  outvy  each  other  in  fumiftiing  it  with  e- 

— T  ^-hins  they  produce,  that  is  moft  uncommon  ami 
delicious. 

The  People  in  gpneral  are  not  fo  polite,  noTv  fo  apt 

tok^ii  the  Sciences,  as  thofe  of  the  Southern  Provi»- 

(X$  5  hitf  they  are  ftronger,  more  warlike,  and  better 

able  to  undergo  the  Fatigues  and  Hardftiips  Df  War. 

In  thi?  they  refemble  the  other  CiAneJe  who  mhabit  the 

Northern  Provinces. 

fk  prfi  City  J  Pdung,  or  Chun  ticn  fou,  fheC404l 
^  tkf  f^rqu^n^^  «^  of  the  whok  Empire^ 

THIS  Capital  pf  tj»e  whole  Empire  oiCHna^  and 
the  ordb^ry  Il^i4en%  of  thf  Emperors,  is  fituated 
k  a  very  fruitful  Plain  twenty  League*  diftant  from 
^Q  Great  Wall.  It  is  called  Pdif^j  or  the  Court  of 
ih%  Npithj  a«  the  Capital  of  the  Province  of  IGMg       ; 
mn  was  named  ^<af»  kingy  which  is.  The  G)urt  of  the  ^ 
Souths  when  the  Emperors  refided  there  formerly  : ' 
&«  «•  that  time  the  Tartars^  a  reliefs  and  warlike 
.  N^wn,  who  madq  comhjual  Irruptions  into  the  Em- 
wie^  obliged  this  Prince  to  remove  his  Court  to  the 
Si&ihffn  PrQvkces^  ilm  he  mijg^hi:  bit  nearer  athatid 
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to  oppofc  them  with  the  numerous  Troops  which 
conftantly  attend  his  Perlbn. 

The  City  is  an  exaft  Square ;  it  is  divided  into  two 

'  Cities :  That  which  contains  the  Emperor's  Palace  is 

called  Sin  tching^  the  New  City  y  it  is  alfo  call'd  the 

Tartar  City,  becaufe  the  Houfes  were  given  to  the 

Tartars^  when  the  prefent  Monarchy  wascftablifh'd. 

The  fecond  is  nam'd  [^Lao  tcbing]  the  Old  City : 
it  may  be  alfo  call'd  the  old  Cbinefe  City,  becauie 
when  the  Ch'mefe  were  expelled  the  other  City,  fome 
of  them  retired  into  this,  whllft  others  fled  towards 
the  Northern  Provinces,  and  were  at  length  obliged 
toquitthe\Country^  becaufe  not  only  the  Houfes  of  the 
New  City,  built  heretofore  by  Tang  loy  about  the  Year 
1405,  when  the  Court  left  Nan  king^  but  the  Lands 
adjoining  to  the  City,  and  to  the  neiaW^'^^^'B  cities, 
to  a  certain  Diftancc,  were  diltributed  amongft  the 
Tartars^  with  a  perpetual  Exemption  from  all  Taxes 
whatever.  In  lefs  than  eighty  Years  the  Tartars  arc 
fo  greariy .  increased,  that  they  occupy  almoft  all  the 
New  City  i  the  Cfo»^poflefs  the  Remainder,  fo  th^t 
there  is  bo  Place  empty  in  this,  altho*  there  is  a  Va- 
cancy in  the  Old  City, 

The  Circuit  of  the  Walls  of  the  two  Cities  together, 
without  taking  in  the  Suburbs,  has  been  meafured,  and 
'  does  not  exceS  fifty  two  Cbinefe  l^ys,  fo  that  it  is  lefs 
than  I^an  king ;  but  there  is  a  vaft  l^ifFerence  between 
the  Height,  the  Breadth,  and  the  Be^ty  of  the  Walls 
of  thefe  two  Cities :  Thofe  of  Peking^e  grand,  and 
worthy  of  the  Capital  of  the  greateft  Empire  of  the 
World ;  but  thofe  of  Nan  king  are  narro>v,  and  do 
not  feem  to  have  exceeded  thofe  of  the  Old  City  of 
Pekingy  which  are  no  better  than  the  Walls  of  the 
common  Cities  of  the  Empire^.  A  Horfeman  may 
afccnd  the  Walls  of  the  New  City  by  a  Ranip  of  a 
•  great  Length ;  in  feveral  Places  there  ^e  Houfes  built 
for  a  Corps  du  Garde :  The  Towers  are  built  wiih|n 
bow-fliot  of  each  other ;  one  of  which,  after  a  certain 
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Number,  is  much  largpr   than  the  others,  in  which 
may  be  placed  fmall  Bodies  of  Relerve.     The  Gates 
of  the  City,  which  are  high  and  well  vaulted,  iup- 
port  very  large  Pavillions  nine  Stories  high ;  each  Story 
nas  Openings  either  of  Windows  or  Port-holes ;  the 
loweft  Story  forms  a  large  Hall,  where  the  Officers 
and  Soldiers  retire  who  come  off  the  Giiard,  as  well 
as  thofc  who  are  to  relieve  the  Guard,     Before  each 
Gate  there  is  an  open  Space  left  of  above  360  Fees, 
which  ferves  for  a  Parade,  furrounded  by  a  femicirculai* 
Wall,  equal  in  height  and  breadth  to  that  which  in- 
dofes  the  City,  into  which  Parade  the  Entrance  is  al- 
ways on  that  Side  which  does  not  face  the  great  Road 
which. comes  into  the  City ;    this  Way  is  again  com- 
manded by  another  Pavillion  like  the  firft,  fo  that  as        ) 
the  Cannon  of  one  can  demolifh  all  the  Houfes  of  the 
Town,  the  Cannon  of  the  other  commands  the  neigh- 
bouring Country. 

All  the  Gates  of  the  City,  which  arc  nine  in  Num*. 
ber,  have  a  double  Pavillion  built  alike  on  the  Plat- 
form of  the  Walls,  and  furnifti*d  with  Artillery :  Any 
Cjthcr  Fort  or  Citadel  would  be  needlefs,  for  thefe  For- 
tifications arc  more  than  fufficient  to  keep  the  People 
ia  Obedience. 

The  Streets  of  this  Great  City  are  ftrait,  almoft  all 
'  laid  out  with  a  Line,  at  leaft  a  League  in  Length, 
aod  about  1 20  Feet  wide,  with  Shops  for  the  moft 
part  on  both  Sides  of  the  Way  :  'Tis  Pity  there  is 
wch  a  Difference  between  the  Streets  and  the  Houfes, 
^hidi  are  poorly  built  in  Front,  and  very  low*  It 
is  furprizing  to  fee  the  innumerable  Multitude  of  Peo- 
ple who  croud  thefe  Streets,  and  not  a  Woman  a* 
nK)iigft.  them,  and  the  Confufion  caufed  by  fuch  a 
vaft  Number  of  Horfcs,  Mules,  Afles,  Camels,  Carts, 
Waggons  and  Chairs,  without  reckoning  the  various 
Crowds  of  100  or  200  Men  in  the  Streets,  at  fome 
Diftance  from  each  other,  who  gather  about  fome 
Fortune-Tellcrs,  or  Players  at  Cups  and  Balls,  or 

Vol.1.  I  Ballad- 
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Ballad-Singers,  or  to  hear  fome  Fellow  who  reads  or 
relates  a  comical  Story  to  make  them  merry ,^  or 
elfe  to  hear  a  fort  of  Quacks,  who  diftribute  their 
Medicines,  and  explain  their  admirable  Effe5t  with 
Rhetorical  Flourifhes  :  Perfons  of  Diftinftion  would 
be  ftopt  every  Moment,  if  they  had  not  a  Horfeman 
to  go  before  and  clear  the  Way.  All  the  Seiches  and 
the  Merchandizes  of  the  Empire  are  continually  pour- 
ing into  this  City :  It  is  ufual  either  to  be  carried  in 
a  Chair,  or  more  commonly  to  ride  thro'  the  Streets  j 
it  is  eafy  to  find  Hackncy-Hbrfes  or  Chairs  in  many 
Places;  for  twelve  or  fifteen  Pence  one  may  hire 
a  Horft  or  a  Mule  for  a  whole.  Day  ;  and  as  the 
great  Crowds  of  People  fill  all  the  Streets,  the  Owner 
of  the  Horfe  or  Mule  often  leads  his  Beaft  by  the 
Bridle  in  order  to  make  way  •,  thefe  People  know 
exadly  the  Street  and  Houfe  where  any  confiderable 
Perfon  lives :  There  is  alio  a  Book  fold,  which  gives 
an  exaft  Account  wherc  every  Perfon  lives  diat  has 
any  publick  Emplwment. 

The  Governor  of*^  Peking^  who  is  a  Mantcbeou  Tar^ 
tar  of  Diftinftion,  is  called  [Kiou  men  titou]  the  Ge- 
neral of  the  nine  Gates ;  and  the  People,  as  wdl  as 
the  Soldiers,  are  under  his  Jurifdiftion  in  every  thing 
that  relates  to  the  Civil  Government  and  the  Publick 
Safety. 

This  Policy  cannot  be  exceeded,  ^d  it's  furprifing 
to  fee  the  pcrfeft  Tranquillity  that  is  maintained  a- 
mongfl  fuch  an  almofl  infinite  Number  of  Cbinefi 
and  Tartars.  It  feldom  happens  in  many  Years,  that 
any  Houfe  is  broke  open  by  Thieves,  or  that  any 
Murder  is  committed :  There  is  indeed  fuch  exaft  Or- 
der obfervM,  that  it  is  next  to  impoffible  that  fuch 
Crimes  fhould  be  committed"  with  any  manner  of 
Impunity. 

All  the  great  Streets,  which  are  drawn  by  a  Line 
from  one  Gate  to  another,  have  feveral  Corps  de  Garde. 
Night  and  Day  the  Soldiers,  with  their  Swords  by 

their 
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their  Sides,  and  Whips  in  their  Hands,  arc  ready  to 
chaftife  thofe  who  make  any  Difturbance  ;  they  havfe 
tower  to  take  into  Cuftody  whoever  refifts  or  create? 
^y  Quarrel. 

The  little  Streets,  which  come  into  the  greater,  hzvQ 
Gates  made  in  the  manner  of  a  Lattice,  which  do  nof 
prevent  feeing  all  that  pals  along  ;  they^are  guarded 
py  the  Corps  de  Garde  placed  over  againft  them  in 
Ae  Great  Street :  There  are  alio  fome  Soldiers  on  Du* 
ty  about  the  Middle  of  almoft  all  thefe  Streets :  The 
Lattice  Gates  are  fhut  at  Night  by  the  Corps  de  Garde^ 
and  are  feldom  open*d  but  to  Perfons  known,  who 
can'y  a  Lanthorn  m  their  Hand,  and  who  give  a  good 
Realon  for  coping  out,  fuch  as  it  would  \k  to  fcidi 
a  Phyfician.  , 

As  foon  ^s  the  firft  Stroke  is  given  by  the  Watch 
on  a  great  Bell,  a  Soldier  or  two  come  and  go  froni 
pnc  Corps  de  Garde  to  the  other,  and  as  they  wallf: 
along  they  play  continually  on  a  fort  of  Rattle, 

They  do  not  fuffer  any  Perfon  to  go  about  at  Nighty 
and  they  examine  thofe  who  are  fent  upon  the  Em* 
peror's  Bufmefs ;  if  they  find  their  Anfwers  any  way 
fufpicious,  they  put  them  in  Cuftody  of  the  Corps  di 
Garde :  This  Corps  de  Garde  muft  alfo .  anfwer  every 
Call  of  the  Centinel  who  is  on  Puty  i  'Tis  by  thi% 
beautiful  Order,  which  is  obfCTv'd  with  the  greateft 
Striftneft,  that  Peace,  Silence,  and  Safety  reig^ 
throughout  the  City :  It  rtiuft  be  added,  that  not  only 
the  Governor  is  obliged  to  walk  round  the  Town,  and 
comes  when  leaft  expefled,  but  the  Officers  alfo  who 
keep  Guard  on  the  Wails,*  and  on  the  Pavillions  of 
the  Gates,  where  they  beat  the  Watches  on  great 
Prums  of  Brafs,  fend  Subalterns  to  examine  theQuarr 
ters  which  belong  to  their  refpeAive  Gates :  The  leaft 
Ncele(5|t  is  punifliM  tlje  next  Day,  and  the  Offiter  ii 
broke. 

This  exadt  Difcipline,  which  prevents  all  Nofturn^l 
A.flenibJjies,  yriU  np  doubt  appear  very  extra^orduiary 
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in  Europe^  and  will  not  pleafe  Perfons  of  Quality,  the 
Rich,  and  what  we  in  general  call  the  Grand  Monde: 
But  is  it  not  the  Duty  of  the  principal  Perfons  of  a 
State  to  prefer  good  Order  and  publick  Security  to  Di- 
'  verfions,  which  give  Rife  to  an  infinite  Number  of  At- 
tempts agftinft  the  Goods  and  Lives  of  the  Inhabitants? 
Nothing  appears  more  agreeable  to  Reafon,  fince  the 
I  Tartars^   a  People  without   Learning,   lately  come 

from  the  midft  of  Woods  and  Forefts,  and  who  are 
not  enlightened  by  the  True  Religion,  are  governed 
by  thefc  Principles,  and  by  this  prudent  Vigilance 
cut  off  the  Root  of  the  many  Crimes  which  are  but 
too  common  in  States,which  arc  not  fo  well  regulated- 
This  Regulation  is  indeed  very  expenfive  to  the  En>- 
peror,  for  Part  of  the  Soldiers  I  have  mentioned  are 
kept  entirely  to  take  care  of  the  Streets :  They  are 
all  Foot,  and  their  Pay  is  large :  Befidcs  their  Watch- 
ing Night  and  Day,  it  is  their  Duty  to  fee  that  every 
Perfon  cleans  the  Street  before  his  Door,  that  it  is 
fwept  every  Day,  and  watered  Night  and  Morning 
in  dry  Weather,  and  that  the  Dirt  is  taken  away  at 
ter  Rain  ;  and  as  the  Streets  are  very  wide,  one  of  their 
chief  Employments  is  to  work  themfelves,  and  to 
keep  the  middle  of  the  Streets  very  clean  for  the 
Convenience  of  Paflengers :  After  they  have  taken  up 
the  Dirt  they  level  the  Ground,  for  the  Town  is  not 
paved,  or  they  dry  it  after  it  has  been  turn'd,  or  mix 
It  with  other  dry  Earth,  fo  that  two  Hours  after  great 
Rains  one  may  go  clean  to  all  Parts  of  the  Town* 

If  the  Writers  of  fome  Relations  have  afiirm'd  that 
the  Streets  of  Peking  are  hommonly  very  bad,  they 
muft  mean  thofe  of  the  Old  Town,  which  are  narrow 
and  not  fo  well  kept  as  the  other ;  for  in  the  New 
Town  the  Soldiers  are  continually  employed  to  keep 
the  Streets  clean,  even  when  ^he  Emperor  is  abfent. 
There  is  a  fccond  Wall  in  the  New  City,  which  is 
but  low:  and  narrow,  yet  it  is  adorn'd  with  great 
Gates,  where  a  Guard  is  kept :  This  Wall  is  call'd 

\Hoang 
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[Hoaxg  Ubing,}  the  Imperial  Wall  5  its  Southern 
Gate  is  alfo  die  Gate  of  the  Emperor's  Palace,  about 
100  Fathom  Diftance  from  the  Principal  Gate  of  the 
City,  and  which  has  tHe  fame  Situadon,  and  is  call'd 
Sien  men  by  the  People  ;  tho*  the  true  Name  [T^iti/g' 
jan  men]  the  Gate  fronting  the  Mid-Day  Sun,  is  in- 
fcribcd  on  it  in  Tartar  and  Cbineji, 

This  Palace  is  a  prodigious  Heap  of  great  Build- 
ings of  vail  Courts  and  Gardens ;  it  is  enclofed  by  a 
Wall  of  Brick  about  twelve  Cbine/e  Lys  round :  This 
Wall  has  Battlements  along  the  Courtaine,  and  is  a- 
dorned  with  little  Pavillions  at  the  Angles ;  ovQr  each 
Gate  there  is  a  more  lofty  Pavillion,  ftronger  built, 
and  furroundcd  by  a  Gallery,  which  is  fupported  by 
Pillars,  and  refembles  our  Periftyle :  This  is  properly 
called  the  Palace,  becaufe  this  Compafs  includes  the 
Apartments  of  the  Emperor  and  his  Family. 

The  Space  which  is  between  the  firft  Wall  {Hoang 
tching]^  and  the  Inclofure  of  the  PjtUce  is  above  fifteen 
Lys  in  Circumference,  and  is  taken  up  by  Houfes 
which  belong  to  particular  Officers  of  the  Emperor's 
Houfehold,  or  to  the  Eunuchs,  or  to  the  various  Tri- 
bunals, fome  of  which  have  the  Care  of  providing  Ne- 
ccflarics  for  the  Service  of  the  Prince,  and  the  others 
arc  to  prefcrvc  the  Peace,  to  judge  all  Diiputes,'  and 
daermine  all  Caufes,  and  to  puniih  the  Faults  com- 
mitted by  the  Servants  of  th^  Imperial  Family. 

Notwithftanding,  in  cafe  of  any  flagrant  Crimes 
fully  proved,  thcfe  Tribunals  of  the  Palace,  called 
the  Inner  Tribunals,  fend  the  Criminals  to  the  Exte- 
rior Tribunals,  which  are  the  Great  Tribunals  of  the 
Empire. 

Altho*  the  Architedture  of  the  Imperial  Palace  is 
entirely  different  firom  the  European^  yet  it  ftrikes  the 
Eye,  by  the  Grandeur  and  regular  Difpofition  of  the 
Apartments,  and  by  the  Structure  of  the  Roofs,  which 
h^vcfotw:  bides,  and  rife  very  high.    The  whole  ia 

I  3  cover'd 
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covered  with  varni(h*d  Tiles  of  fuch  a  beautiful  Yet 
low,  that  at  a  Diftancc  they  appear  almoft  as  bright 
as  if  they  were  gilt :  Another  Roof  as  bright  as  th^ 
former  l*prings  from  the  Walls^  and  ranges  all  round 
the  Buildings j  and  this  is  fupported  by  a  Forcft  of 
Beaims,  Joifts  and  Spars,  all  japan'd  with  gold  Flowers 
on  a  green  Ground  :  This  fecond  Roof^  with  the  Pro- 
je&ion.  of  the  firft,  make  a  fort  of  Crown  to  thefe 
Slruftures,  which  has  a  very  fine  EfFeft :  Whatever 
difference  there  may  be  in  the  Goto  of  Architefturc^ 
\t  is*  certain  that  thefe  Apartments,  with  their  Courts 
fwrrounded  by  Gallcrfes,  and  ranged  one  after  the 
odier  in  regular  Order,  form  one  entire  Strudhire^ 
whicK  is  extremely  grand,  and  worthy  the  grcateft 
Empire  of  the  World. 

TheTerraflcs  upon  which  the  Apartments  are  built^ 
contribute  very  much  to  give  them  that  Air  of  Gran- 
deur which  ftrikes  the  Eye :  Thefe  Terrafles  are  about 
fifteen  F€X)t  high,  casM  with  white  Marble,  adorn'd 
with  Ball ifkers  of  pretty  good  Workmanfhip,  and  open 
bciy  at  tht  Steps  placed  on  each  Side^  and  in  thif 
Middle  and  Corners  of  the  Front :  The  Afcent  in  the 
Middle  is  only  a  Slopfe  of  Marble  confifting  of  one  of 
two  Blocks,  having  neither  Steps  nor  Landing-place; 
No  Pcrfon  is  permitted  to  pafi  this  Way  into  the 
Apartments,  the  Emperor  alone  is  carried  thro*  in 
his  covered  Chair  upon  Days  of  Ceremony;  Thefe 
Terrafles,  before  the  Windows  of  the  Apartments, 
mate  a  broad  Pht-form,  paved  with  Marble,  which 
in  their  length  from  Eaft  to  Weft  always  projed 
jfcven  \Dr  eight  Feet  beyond  the  Building ;  fuch  is  the 
Ajiartment  where  the  Emperor  refides,  and  fuch  isr 
that  which  is  more  to  the  South,  and  which  is  open 
la  all  the  Mandarins  of  the  Empre  i  it  is  caH*d  [?ii 
bo  tieh]  the  Hall  of  the  Grand  Umotix 

The  Mandarins  range  themfclvcs  in  the  Court  of 
this  Hall  on  the  Days  appointed  for  the  Ceremonies, 

which 
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which  are  fetded  by  the  Laws  of  the  Empire,  to  re- 
new their  Homage  r  Thefe  Ceremonies  are  performed 
as  well  in  the  Abfence  of  the  Emperor,  as  when  he 
is  prefcnt ;  jt  is  very  common  to  Itrike  the  Forehead 
on  the  Ground  before  the  Gate  of  the  Palace,  or  bci- 
fore  one  of  the  Royal  Halls,  with  the  fame  Ccrcmo* 
nics  and  Refpeft  as  before  the  Emperor  hihifelf  feat** 
ed  on  the  Throne. 

This  Hall  is  about  130  Foot  long,  and  almoft 
fquare  ;  the  Cieling  is  carved  Work  japon'd  green, 
and  charged  with  gilded  Dragons  ;  the  rilfars  with- 
m,  which  fupport  the  Roof,  are  about  fix  or  fevcn 
Feet  in  Circuniferencc  at  the  bottom,  incrufted  with  a 
kind  of  Pafte,  and  japan'd  with  Red ;  the  Pavement 
is  pardy  covered  with  an  ordinary  fort  of  Carpets^ 
imitating  thofe  of  Turkey  •,  the  Walls  are  deftitute  of 
ill  Ornament,  very  well  whited,  but  without  Tapeftiiy, 
Looking- Glafles,:  Sconces,  or  Paintings. 

The  Throne,  which  is  in  the  midft  of  Ac  HaiU 
confifts  of  a  lofty  Alcove,  very  neat,  but  not  magni-^ 
'ficent,  and  without  any  Infcription  but  the  Word 
Cinngy  which  feveral  Authors  have  tranflated  iby'tho 
Word  Holy ;  but  it  is  not  always  us*d  in  that  Senfe; 
for  it  is  lomctimes  better  interpreted  by  the  Latin 
Word  Eximiusy  and  by  the  Englijh  Word  Excellent, 
PerfeSy  TVtfift :  On  the  Platform  before  the  Hali  are 

f  faced  great  and  mafly  Veflels  of  Rufs,  in  which 
^erfumes  are  burnt  during  the  Ceremony,  and  Can-  ^ 
dlcfticks  made  in  the  Shape  of  Birds,  lai^  enough  to  ' 
hold  Flambeaus  :  This  Platform  in  continued  beyond 
the  Hall  [Xai  ha  tien,']  extending  towards  the  North, 
and  has  two  other  lefler  Halls,  but  which  are  hidP 
from  Sight  by  the  [Tat  bo  tien ;  ]  one  of  thefe  fmaller 
Halls  is  a  very  pretty  circular  Room  with  Windows 
on  all  fides,  and  fliining  with  Japan  of  various  Co- 
lours. Here  the  Emperor  (as  it  is  affirm'd)  repofes' 
fome  time  before  and  after  the  Ceremony,  and  changes 
his  Habit, 

I  4  This  ^ 
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This  circular  Hall  is  but  a  few  Paces  diftant  from 
a  fccond,  that  is  longer  thaa  wide,  the  Door  of 
which  ftands  towards  the  North.  The  Emperor  is 
obliged  to  pafs  thro*  this  Door  when  be  comes  fronn 
his  Apartment  to  gfcend  the  Throne,  and  there  to  re- 
ceive the  Homage  of  the  whole  Empire  :  He  \st 
then  carry'd  in  a  Chair,  by  Chairmen  drefs'd  in  a  long 
red  Veft  embroidered  with  Silk,  and  wearing  a  Cap 
ivith  a  kind  of  Plume  of  Feathers. 

The  Court  which  is  before  tl)is  Imperial  Hall  {fat 
bo  t%en\  is  the  largeft  in  the  Palace ;   it  is  at  leaft 
gco  Feet  long,  and  250  wide ;    Upon  the  Grallery 
iwhich  furrounds  it    are  the  Emperor's  Magazines-' 
.of  all  valuable  Goods,  for  the  Treafure  or  Fin^^ncp^ 
pf  the  Empire  are  kept  in  the  Sovereign  Tribunal 
[Hou  pou :  ]     Thefe  Magazines  are  open'd  on  cer- 
tain Occafions,  as  upon  creating  an  Heir  to  the  Em- 
pire, or  an  Emprefs,  or  Queens,  (^c.    One  contains 
yafcs  and  other  Works  of  diiferent  Metals  ;  a  fecond 
has  a  vaft  Quantity  of  th?  fincft  Sort  of  Sk^ns  ;  in  g 
third  are  kept  many  Habit3  lined  with  vario\w  Furrs 
of  Foxes,   Ermine,;  or  Zibeline,   which  the  Epipe- 
ror  fometimes   beftows  on  his  Servants ;    there  are 
Ibme  of  Precious  Stones,  of  uncommon  curious  Mar? 
ble,  and  of  Pearls  which  are  found  in  fartary :  The 
greateft  Magazine  cpnfifts  pf  two  low  Stories,  and 
is  full  of  Chefts  of  Drawers,  which  hold  all  manner  of 
Silks  that  are  made  on  purpofe  for  the  Emperor,  an4 
Iris  pamily  at  Nan  kingj  Hang  tcheou^  and  Smi  tcheou : 
Thefe  are  the  beft  Silks  of  the  Empire,  becaufe  they 
are  made  under  the  Care  and  Direcflion  of  a  Mandar 
rin,  who  prefides  over  thofe  Works,  and  who  would 
be  punilhcd  if  they  were  not  \n  the  greateft  Per^ 
feftion. 

The  other  Magazines-  are  for  Arrows,  Bows,  and 
Saddles,  whether  they  ^e  made  at  Peking^  brought 
|rom  foreign  pountrjes,  or  prefented  by  great  Princes, 
^nd  defign-d  fpr  the  Ufe  of  thp  Emperor  and  his 

^  Chil. 
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Children,  There  is  one  alfo  where  they  colleft  all 
the  moft  exquifite  Sorts  of  Tea  that  are  to  be  found 
in  Cbinay  with  various  forts  of  Simples,  and  other 
Drugs  which  are  moft  in  efteem. 

This  Gallery  has  five  Doors  •,  one  to  the  Eaft,  a^  , 
nothcr  to  the  Weft,  and  three  more  in  the  South- 
Frpnt,  but  thofe  in  the  middle  are  never  open'd  but 
for  the  Emperor :  The  Mandarins,  who  come  to  per- 
form the  Ceremony  before  the  Imperial  Hall,  enter 
|)y  the  Side-Doors, 

There  is  nothing  extraordinary  in  this  Front  j  it 
,  has  a  large  Court  before  it,  the  Defcent  to  which  is 
by  a  Stair-Cafe  of  Marble,  adorn'd  with  two  great 
i  Lions  of  Copper,  and  a  Baluftrade  of  white  Marble  ; 
I  the  Steps  are  made  in  the  Shape  of  a  Horflioe, .  on 
fte  Banlj  of  a  littje  Serpentine  River  that  runs  thro* 
Ac  Palace,  over  which  there  are  Bridges  of  the  fame 
Matter.    It  would  be  endlefs  to  defcribc  all  the  Edi- 
fices of  this  Palace  j  thcfe  are  the  moft  magnificent  ia 
the  Opinion  of  the  Chinefe  and  the  Tartars^  and  arc 
fufEcient  to  give  an  Idea  of  this  Work. 

The  Palaces  of  the  Emperor's  Children,  and  the 
Other  Princes  of  the  Blood,  are  very  neat  within,  ex- 
tremely capacious,  and  built  at  a  great  Expence ;  the 
6me  Defign  runs  thro*  the  Body  of  the  Work,  and  in 
Ac  Ornaments,  viz.  ^  Row  of  Courts,  adorn'd  with 
Buildings  on  the  Sides,  and  in  Front  a  Hall  japan'd, 
^d  raised  on  a  Platform  three  or  four  Feet  high, 
bordcr'd  with  §reat  Blocks  of  hewn  Stone,  and  pav'd 
with  lar^e  fquare  Tiles :  The  Doors,  which  gene- 
iially  oppn  into  fome  By-Streets  little  frequented,  have 
no  other  Qmament  th^n  twp  Ljpns  pf  Brafs  or  white 
Stoup  of  ]mt  indifferent  Workmanfhip,  without  any 
Order  of  Architcfture,  or  any  Sculpture  in  Stone, 
fcch  a$  there  generally  is  in  the  Triumphal  Arches. 

I  ihdl  enl^ge  no  farther  here  on  this  pompous 
Edifice,  which  is  the  only  one  of  this  great  City  that; 
^cfervcs  o^r  Attention^  bccaufe  I  fhall  {j^cdk  of  it  iq 

^noth^j". 
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^nodier  Place  -,  what  I  fhall  fay  of  it  in  the  Sequel^ 
with  what  I  have  here  dcfcribed,  will  give  all  the 
foiowledge  of  it  that  can  be  defired. 

The  Tribunals  of  the  Sovereign  Jurifdidlions  are 
alfo  of  vaft  Extent,  but  ill  built,  and  worfe  repaired ; 
they  are  no  ways  anfwerabk  to  the  Majefty  of  the 
Empire  :  *I  have  already  faid  there  are  Six,  which  I 
Ihall  juft  mention,  became  I  fhall  hereafter  ipeak  of 
them  more  particularly. 

.  The  Firft,  which  is  the  Lii  pouj  recommends  the 
Mandarins,  who  are  to  govern  the  People. 

The  Second  IHou  pou]  fuperintends  the  Tribute. 

The  Third  [Li  pou]  is  to  maintain  the  Rights  and 
Cuftoms  of  the  Empire. 

The  Fourth  [Pinzfou]  has  the  Care  of  the  Troops, 
and  of  the  Pofts  which  are  in  the  great  Roads,  and 
which  are  maintained  at  the  Emperor's  Expence. 

The  Fifth   [  King  pou  ]  determines    all    criminal 

Caufes* 

The  iaft  [Kotig  pou}  has  the  Infpe6tion  of  all  pub- 
lick  Works. 

All  thefe  Tribunals  are  divided  into  different 
Rooms,  among  which  theBufinefs  is  diftrtbutcd*-,  there 
are  not  the  fame.  Number  of  Rooirfs  in  each  Tribu- 
nal, fbme  having  much  more  Employment  than 
dthef-s.  Thefe  are  feverat  inferior  Tribunals  under 
thefe  fix  Sovereign  Courts ;  for  Inftance,  the  Tribu- 
nal of  the  Mathematicks  [Kin  tien  kien]  is  depend^t 
on  the  third  I  mentioned :  It  is  alfo  divided  into  two 
Rooms,  of  which  the  principal  and  iftoft  numerous, 
[Li  ko}  has  the  Care  of  calculating  the  Motions  of 
the  Planets,  and  of  every  thing  that  belongs  to  Aftro- 
nomy :  The  other  [Lukou]  befides  its  proper  Bufi- 
ncfs,  is  employ *d  to  determine- the  Days  moft  con- 
venient for  Marriages,  Funerals,  and  other  Aftions 
of  the  Civil  Goverment,  about  which  they  take  but 
little  Trouble,  copying  generally  an  ancient  Chinefe 
Book,  in  which  thefe  things  are  already  fettled^  ac- 
cording 
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cording  to  the  current  Year  of  the  Sexagenary  Cyde^ 
or  Cbinefe  Century. 

Thefe  fix  Sovereign  Courts  db  not  meddle  with 
Affairs  of  State,  but  when  they  are  referred -to  them 
by  the  Emperor^  who  commands  them  to  deliberate 
upon  fuch  Affairs,  or  to  put  them  in  Execution; 
Upon  thefe  Occafions,  as  they  Hand  in  need  of  each 
other,  they  are  obligai  to  agree  together,  to  the  tiA 
that  the  Money,  the  Troops,  the  Officers,    and  the 
Equipages  may  be  ready  by  the  Day  appointed  ;  ex- 
cept in  thefe  Cafes  every  Court  is  confined  to  their 
own  proper  Bufinefs,  and  diey  have  undoubtedly  Em-' 
*  ployment  enough;    In  fuch  a  vaft  Country  asr  Cbtna^ 
,  the  Care  of  Repairing  the  publick  Works j  the  Go-; . 
vemment  of  the  Troops,  the  Regulation  of  the  Fi- 
nances, the  Adminiftration  of  Juftice,  and  cfpeciialfjr 
the  Choice  of  Magiftrates,  b^ng  different  Funftions, 
Were  united  under  one  Tribunal,  it  would  certainly 
I  produce  a  Confiifion  in  their  Refblutions,  and  a  Slow- 
\  ne&  in  A6tion,  that  would  ruin  every  thing  ;  hence  ir 
Was  expedient  to  create  fuch  a  Number  of  mandarins,^ 
both  at  Court  and  in  the  Provinces. 

But  as  in  fuch  a  Mukitude  it  would  be  difficuk  to 
find  the  propel  Peribn  to  apply  to  upon  particular 
Bafinefs,  to  remedy  this  Inconvenience    there  is   a^ 
Book  fold,  which  m^y  be  calFd,  The  State  of  China^ 
which  contains  aH  the  Officers  Names^  their  Surnames^ 
j  their  Employments,  and  diftinguifties  their  Degrees 
of  Do(^or,  Betchelor,  (^Ck    and  whether  Tartar  or 
,  Cbinefe:    It  alfo  Ihews  in  particular  the  Changing  o(' 
the  Officers  of  the  Antiy,  as  well  thofe  that  are  in, 
Garrifons,  as  thofe  that  are  in  the  Field  ;  and  to  de-^ 
note  theft  Changes  without  reprinting  the  Book,  they 
ttiake  ufe  of  moveatble  Charaftersi 

AH  the  Tarfaf  Families  live  at  Peking^  of  in  its 

Neighbourhood  j  and  are  not  fulKr*d  to  remove  from 

thence  without  the  IpecJial  Order  of  the  Emperor ; 

hence  it  is  that  all  the  Taf^tar  Troops,  who  compofe 
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f 

It 


124.  ^^^  General  History^   , 

the  Enjperor's,  arc  always  in  a  manner  near  his  Pcr- 
Ibn  ;  here  are  alfo  fome  Chinefe  Troops,  who  former- 
ly entered  into  the  Service  of  the  Tartars^  and  who 
are  called  on  this  Account  the  J'ariari/d  Chinefe  ; 
they  are  well  paid,  and  always  ready  to  fly,  on  the 
iSrii  Order,  to  extinguilh  the  Fire  of  Sedition  where- 
cver  it  breaks  out,  which  is  performed  with  wonderful 
Secrecy  and  Expedition. 

Thefe  Troops  are  divided  into  eight  Bodies,  each 
of  which  has  a  Banner  diftinguifh*d  by  the  Colours, 
viz.  Yellow,  White,  Red,  and  Blue;  or  by  the  Bor- 
der, viz.  yellow  with  a  red  Border,  white  with  a 
red  Border,  red  with  a  white  Border,  and  blue  with 
a  red  Border.  The  Green  belongs  to  thofe  Troops 
that  are  entirely  Chinefe^  which  arc  therefore  call'd 
{Lou  ki"]  The  Soldiers  of  the  green  Banner.  Each  Ban- 
ner of  the  Tartars  has  a  General,  call'd  in  Tartar 
Mantcheeuj  Cou  Santa :  This  General  has  under  him 
feveral  great  Officers  [Meireintchain]  who  are  like 
our  Lieutenant'Generals,  and  on  whom  depend  feve- 
ral other  Officers  fubordinate  to  each  other  :  As  each 
Body  is  at  prefent  compos*d  of  Mantcheoux  Tartars^ 
Mongol  Tartan^  or  of  Chinefe  Tartaric d^  the  Gene- 
ral has  under  him  two  Officers  of  each  Nation  r 
Each  Body  has  loooo  efFe6iive  Men,  divided  into 
lOO  [Nu  rous']  Companies,  each  of  loo  Soldiers;  fb 
that  if  we  reckon-  t|ie  Emperor's  Houlhold,  and 
thofe  of  fuch  a  Number  of  Princes,  who  have  their 
Attendants  [Po  jo  nu  rous]  with  the  Pay  of  Officers 
and  Soldiers, ,  we  fhall  readily  allow  the  Truth  of 
that  common  Opinion,  That  there  are  always  100,000 
Horfemen  maintained  at  Peking. 
.  By  this  we  may  judge  of  the  Forces  of  the  Em- 
pire ;  for  befides  the  Cavalry  I  have  mentioned,  if  we 
ftiould  reckon  the  Foot-Soldiers  that  are  at  Peking^ 
thofe  along  the  Great  Wall,  in  the  vaft  Number  of 
Forts  built  to  defend  it  (tho*  they  are  not  fb  numer* 
rpus  as  ^hen  they  fe^r'd  the  Irruptions  pf  ^he*  Tctr^ 

tars) 
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tars)  with  the  other  Forces  fcattered  thro*  the  Em- 
pire, it  would  be  found  that  the  Number  will  amount 
to  600,000,  as  it  is  affirmed ;  fo  that  we  may  fay, 
that  China  keeps  up,  in  time  of  the  moft  profound 
Peace,  an  Army  able  to  refill  the  moft  formidable 
Powers,  and  that  only  to  maintain  the  publlck  Tran- 
quillity, to  provide  againft  Seditions,  and  to  extin- 
guifli  the  finallcft  Sparks  of  a  Revolt. 

Such  a  vaft  Body  as  China  muft  necelEirily  be  terri- 
bly agitated  upon  any  Commotion,  therefore  all  the 
Policy  of  the  Chinefe  Magiftratcs  is  exerted  to  prevent, 
and  ftifle  immediately  all  publick  Difturbances  : 
There  is  no  Pardon  to  be  expefted  for  a  Mandarin 
whofe  People  revolt ;  let  him  be  never  fo  innocent, 
he  is  at  Icaft  look'd  upon  as  a  Perfon  of  no  Talents, 
who  ought  to  be  deprived  of  his  Employment  (if 
punilh'd  in  the  moft  gentle  manner)  by  the  Tribunals 
of  the  Court,  to  which  thefe  Matters  are  always  re- 
fared  by  the  Viceroys  and  Governors  of  the  Pro- 
vinces :  Thefe  Tribunals  deliberate  upon  the  Infor- 
mation, and  prefent  their  Opinion  to  the  Emperor,  ' 
who  confirms  or  rcjefts  it. 

Th^  Sovereign  Courts  have  no  Superior  but  the 
Empeiror,  or  the  Grand  Council :  When  this  Prince 
thinks  convenient  to  call  one  upon  fome  important 
Affair  which  has  been  already  decided  by  one  of  thefe 
Courts ,  they  prefent  their  Opinions  in  Writing  on 
the  Day  appointed,  and  often  treat  with  the  Empe- 
ror himfclt,  who  confirms  or  rcjc6ls  them  by  figning 
them  with  his  own  Hand :  If  he  retains  them,  they 
wait  fome  time  for  his  Orders,  and  *tis  then  the  Bu-. 
finefs  of  the  great  Mandarin,  call*d  in  Chinefe^  Colao^ 
and  in  Tartar^  Alia  gata^  to  learn  his  Pleafure. 

The  Papers  prefented  by  the  Prefidents  of  thefe 
Sovereign  Courts,  called  in  Chinefe^  Chan  chu,  and 
in  Tartar^  Alia  gamba^  ought  to  begin  with  a  Title 
of  the  Subjeft  of  the  Bufinefs  it  relates  to,  and  end 
with  the  Opinion  of  the  Court,  whofe  Cognizance  the 
Affair  properly  belongs  to.  The 
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The  EiAperor  difpofes  in  the  fame  Manner  of  all 
the  Employments  in  the  Enipire,  without  being  ofor 
liged  to  gire  them  to  thoie  that  are  propofed ;  tho^ 
he  generally  confirms  them,  after  having  himielf  cx-^ 
jfimincd  thofe  who  have  drawn  their  Employments  by 
Lx>t,  in  the  Manner  hereafter  defcribed.  As  to  the 
chief  Pofts  of  Tfong  ton  and  Viceroy,  they  are  always 
named  by  the  Emperor  himfclf :  It  will  fcarcely  be 
believ*d  that  the  prefent  Emperor  condefcends  to  ex- 
amine himfclf  the  Croud  of  Mandarins,  of  which 
fome  are  advanced  to  fuperior  Offices,  and  others  en* 
tering  upon  the  firft  Employments  ;  ncverthelels  it  is 
$:ertainly  true,  and  this  fhews  his  great  Application  to 
the  Government  of  the  State,  he  will  fee  every  thin§ 
with  his  own  Eyes,  and  will  truft  no  Perfon  in  chu* 
jBng  Magiftrates  for  the  People, 

His  Authority  is  abiblute,  and  almoft  unlimited  : 
A  Prince  of  the  imperial  Blood  cannot  ufe  the  Titles, 
nor  receive  the  Honours  of  his  Rank,  without  the 
Emperor's  Permiffion  ;  and  if  his  Behaviour  does  not 
anfwer  the  Expedtetion  of  the  Publick,  he  lofes  his 
Quality  and  Revenues  by  the  Emperor's  Order,  and 
is  only  diftbguifli'd  afterwards  by  the  Yellow  Girdle, 
Vfhich  is  worn  both  by  Men  and  Women  of  the 
Imperial  Family,  and  who  have  a  tolerable  Penfiort 
out  of  the  Royal  Treafury.  There  is  no  Remedy^ 
by  the  Laws,  againffi  the  Abufe  of  Authority,  but  by 
the  way  of  Rcmonftrance  ;  for  this  Purpofe  the  Law^ 
^ve  cftablifli'd  PiJblkk  Cenfors,  whofe  Duty  it  is  to 
admonifh  the  Emperor  by  Petitions,  which  are  dif- 
perfed  thro*  the  Empire,  and  which  the  Emperor  can- 
not rejeft  without  hurting  his  Repittation  ;  the  Na- 
tion looking  upon  this  Employment  as  an  Heroic  Brar 
very,  the  Emperor  would  do  them  too  much  Ho- 
nour,  if  he  fliould  happen  to  ufe  them  ill,  and  draw 
upon  himfelf  fome  odious  Names,  which  the  Hiftor 
rians  woyld  wi]th  great  Care  tranfmit  fo  Pofterity. 

:     :  /  Theft 


China,  Chines e-Tartarv,  Wc.        tzy 

Thefc  Cenfors  fekbm  or  ioever  will  be  deny*d  :  Jf 
the  Court  or  the  gieat  Tribunals  enfdeayour  to  evacte 
the  Juftice  of  their  Complaints,  by  fome  Rebuff,  they 
return  to  the  Charge,  and  make  it  appear  that  they 
have  not  anfwer'd  conformably  to  the  Laws.  Some 
of  thefc  Ceii£>rs  have  perievered  two  Years  togdther^ 
in  aocafing  a  Vko'oy  fupported  by  the  Grandees, 
wkhout  minding  Delays  and  Oppofition,  or  being 
(rioted  at  die  moft  terrifying  Menaoes,  till  at  Jengtli 
the  Court  has  been  forced  to  degrade  him,  that  it 
mi^t  preferve  che  good  Opinion  of  the  Poe^a 

But  >  if  in  this  fort  of  Combat  between  the  Prince 
and  the  State,  in  whoie  Name  the  Cenfix*  fpeaks,  the 
^ince  happens  to  yield,  he  is  immediately  prais'd 
for  it  in  a  publick  manner,  and  loaded  with  Pane** 
gyricks  by  the  whole  Empire ;  die  Sovo-eign  Couits 
of  Peldng  return  him  Thanks,  and  what  he  has  done 
for  Juftice  is  eftcem*d  a  lingular  Favour. 

Ti$  owing  to  this  good  Order  which  is  obfaV^ 
at  Pekii^^  and  that  fets  an  Example  to  other  Places^' 
that  the  Empire  enjoys  fiich  a  long  Peace  and  faapp]^ 
Tranquillity :  It  may  alfo  be  attributed  to  the  fa^^; 
yourable  Situation  of  China,  which  has  no  Ndgh^ 
Ixjors  but  little  Nations,  that  are  half  Barbarians,  and 
wnable  to  ^indertak^  any  thing  agamft  fuch  a  vaft 
Kingdom,  while  its  Forces  are  well  united  under  the 
Authority  of  their  Sovereign.  The  Manteheoux^  who 
conquerM  it,  took  Advantage  of  the  Troubles  of  the 
State,  which  was  over-run  with  Rebels  and  Robbers, 
'  and  were  brought  in  by  the  faithful  Chinefiy  who  de- 
^  fired  to  revenge  the  Death  of  the  Emperor, 

I  could  not  help  enlarging  on  this  Capital,  becaiife 
'^  is  like  the  Soul  of  this  great  Empire ;  but  I  fhall 
^  Ttmh  fhorter  in  defcribing  the  other  Cities, 
Specially  thofe  which  contain  nothing  remarkable, 
1  flull  only  add,  that  bcfide  the  general  Jurifdic- 
^  that  Piking  has  over  the  whole  Empire  by  its 
fe  Sovereign  Courts,   it  has  alfo  ^  particular .  Di- 
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ftria  idiich  contains  twenty-fix  Cities,  fix  of  which 
arc  of  the  Second  Order,  and  twenty  of  the  Third. 

The  Second  City^  Pao  ting  fbu. 

I N  this  City  refides  the  Viceroy  of  the  Province  i 
There  are  twenty  Cities  in  its  Diftridl,  three  of  which 
arc  of  the  Second  Order,  and  the  other  leventeen  of 
the  Third  Order :  The  Country  is  very  pleafant 
and  fertile :  To  the  South  of  me  City  there  is  a 
finall  Lake,  famous  for  having  a  great  Number  of 
thofe  Flowers  which  the  Cbinefe  call  Ucn  boa  ;  they 
arc  a  fort  of  Flowers  that  rcfemble  the  Nenupban  or 
Nympbea^  which  arc  little  valued  in  Europe^  but 
h^ly  efleemed  in  Cbina^  becaufe  the  Flowers  arc 
double,  and  the  Colours  more  lively  and  varied,  and 
lor  feveral  other  Qualities,  which  I  have  elfcwhcre  de- 
fcribM. 

There  is  no  Road  from  Peking  to  the  Province  of 
Chan  Jij  but  that  which  pafles  thro'  this  City,  but 
the  whole  Way  is  exceeding  fine  and  pleafant :  The 
Country  is  level  and  well  cultivated,  the  Road  very 
good,  and  planted  on  both  Sides  with  Trees  in  many 
Places,  with  Walls  to  preferve  the  Fields ;  it  is  corf- 
tinually  full  of  Paflengers,  Carts,  and  Beafts  of  Burthen 
loaded.  In  the  Space  of  a  League  you  pafs  tb'ough 
two  or  three  Villages,  without  reckoning  thofe  that; 
are  feen  in  the  Country  on  all  Sides,  as  far  as  the. 
Eye  can  fee  ;  the  Rivers  have  very  fine  Bridges  ofj 
feveral  Arches. 

J^e  Third  City^  Ho  kien  fou. 

THIS  City  was  call*d  Ho  kien^  from  its  Situa- 
tion between  two  Rivers :  Its  Walls  are  high  and 
ftraight,  and  well  repaired:  It  is  reckoned  near 
4000  Paces  round.  On  this  Place  depend  two  Towns 
of  the  Second  Order,  and  fifteen  of  the  Third.  The 
Rivci-s  arc  full  of  good  Fifli ;  and  the  Cray-fifli, 
which  are  very  plenty,  are  well  tailed. 

The 
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77fe  Fourth  City^  Tchin  ting  fou, 

TH I S  is  a  large  City,  near  4000  Paces  in  Circuity 
its  Figure  is  nearly  an  oblong  Reftangle  ;  the  Walls 
are  good,  and  flank*d  with  Towers  at  certain  Di- 
fianoes :  It  is  fituated  not  far  from  a  fine  River,  which 
nins  into  the  Lake  Pat  hou  a  few  Leagues  off.  Its 
Jurifdi&ion  i3  very  extenfive,  it  contains  thirty  two 
Cities,  five  of  t^e  Second  Order,  and  twenty  fcven 
of  the  Third  ;  it  has  Mountains  oii  the  North,- 
where  the  Chinefe  fay  they  find  a  great  'many  Simples, 
and  fcarce  Herbs  for  Phyfical  Ufes.  There  are  lome 
Monuments,  or  a  kind  of  Temples  built  in  Honour 
of  their  Heroes,  and  amongfl  others  one  conle- 
cratcd  to  the  Memory  of  the  firft  Emperor  of  the 
Dynafty  Han. 

The  Ftftb  Cityy  Chun  te  foU. 

THE  Diflrid  of  this  City  is  but  fmall,  it  contains 
only  nine  Cities  of  the  Third  Order,  but  they  are 
all  of  Note,  and  very  populous.  The  Country  is  very 
pleafent  and  exceeding  fruitful,  thro*  the  great  plenty 
of  Water  :  The  Rivers  produce  various  Sorts  of  ex- 
cellent Fifh :  There  is  found  a  very  fine  Sand  which 
is  made  ufe  of  in  polifliing  Precious  Stones,  and  is 
fold  all  over  the  Empire ;  it  is  alfo  ufed  to  make 
China  Ware,  but  this  dbes  not  come  near  in  Good- 
ncfs  to  what  is  made  at  King  te  ching^  a  Borough  of 
the  Province  o{  Kiangji.  Chun  te  fou  alfo  furmflies 
Touchflones  to  try  Gold,  which  are  accounted  the  bell 
in  the  Empire. 

The  Sixth  City^  Quang  ping  fou. 

THIS  City  is  fituated  in  the  Southern  Part  of  P^/t/;g-, 
between  the  Provinces  of  Chan  tong  and  Honan^  it  has 
bktt  nine  Cities  of  the  Third  Order  under  its  Jurif- 
didlion ;  this  whole  Territory  is  water'd  by  feveral 
Rivers,  which  produce  very  goodTilh  ;  the  Country 
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is  pleafant  and  fiiiitful :  There  is  nothing  remarkable 
in  this  City  to  diftinguilh  it  from  the  reft  of  Qma. 

The  Seventh  City^  Tai  ming  fou. 

TH  ER  E  is  nothing  more  remarkable  in  thtsCk^ 
than  in  the  former,  from  which  it  is  not  far  d]fiaBC»  bik 
this  Country  is  more  fruitful  and  pka&nt,  and  the  ^Ri^ 
vers  equally  abound  in  Filh.  Its  Juriflidjon  ootuasm^ 
only  one  City  of  the  Second  Order^  aid  dghtoea  of 
the  Third.  '^ 

^  Eighth  Cityj  Yung  ping  fou. 

THIS  City  is advantageoufly  fituated,  but  its  Jurif- 
diftion  is  not  very  extenfive;  it  contains  but  one  City 
of  the  Second  Order,  and  f^e  of  the  Third,  it  is  en- 
vironed by  the  S»,  by  Rivers,  and  by  Mountains^ 
covered  for  the  moft  part  with  fine  Trees :  This  makes 
the  Country  lefs  fertile,  but  the  neighbouring  Bay  fup- 
plies  its  Want  with  great  plenty  of  all  the  Necdlarics 
of  Life. 

Not  fer  from  this  City  flands  a  Fort  riam'd  Qban 
baif  which  is  the  Key  of  the  Province  of  Leao  tmge: 
This  Fort  is  near  the  b^inning  of  the  great  WalJ; 
•which  is  built  for  a  L^gue  together  in  a  boggy 
Marfh  from  the  Bulwark  in  the  S^. 

Ifbi  Ninth  City^  Suen  hoa  fou. 

THIS  City  is  remarkable  for  its  Grandeur,  for  the 
Number  of  its  Inhabitants,  for  its  fine  Streets,  and  for 
Its  Triumphal  Arches ;  it  is  fituated  in  the  midfl  of 
the  Mountains,  and  pretty  nigh  the  Great  Wall.  Its 
Government  comprehends  two  Cities  of  the  Second  Or- 
der, and  eight  of  the  Third  Order,  and  alfo  fome 
Forts  along  the  great  Wall. 

Thefc  Places  have  numerous  Garrifbns:  In  the 
fountains  are  found  fine  Cryftal,  Marble  and  Por- 
phyry. 

'  *f  Among 

8  f4 


I    Ch;na,  Chinese-Tart  Aft  Vj^f.        131 

Among  the  Animals  this  Country  produces  there 
trc  a  great  Number  of  ydlow  Rats,  much  larger  than 
thofc  of  Europe,  whofe  Skins  are  greatly  prized  by  ■ 
the  Cinnrfe.  Befides  the  Fort  of  Chan  bat  beforemen-' 
tioned,  which  defends  the  Entrance  into  CUna  from 
Leaotmt,  the  Gates  of  the  Great  Wall  ate  ^rtificd 
on  the  In0de  with  fever^  pretty  i^ge  For^.  Tho 
Forts  are  M  foTig  hm,  in  thp  Latitude  of  40".  a6'  i 
Caifekemia^Q^.j^i'.  the  £mperor  generally  p^^ 
ts,thro',this  Gate  when  he  goes  to  hunt  in  Tartary, 
tat  cbe  luou  in  41°.  19'.  20' ;  iind  Tcbang  ha  keat 
in  4".  51' 15".  Thefe  two  .Entrances  are  very  noted* 
Iwaufc  the  Wayi  lie  thro*  themi  which  the  Tartars 
that  are  iiilgedi  to  the  Empire  take  to  come  tp  i>#- 
Hug. 

All  thefe  Places  in  this  Province  along  theGre^ 
Wall  ait  terrafied,  add  cafed  with  Brick  ,on  botj* 
Sides.  .  ■ 

I  do  not  mention   Gties  oF  ths  Second  and  ThJr^ 
Order,  the  Particulars  would  be.endlefs  and.tirefomet 
tlicre  is  one  however  I  cannot  omit,  that  has  .a  greater 
Trade,  is  much  more  populous,  and  riche 
fither  Cities,  tbo*  it  is  not  of  the.Firft  ;< 
-lias  no  Jurifdi&ipn  :  It  is  called  Tien  Ubh, 
lince  the  Map  was  made  it  is  placol  in  tl 
fel«»,  or  Cities  of  the  Second ,  Order  ;   i 
a  the  Place  where  the  Royal  Canal,    w 
ftom  IJH  tcbin  iheou,  joins  to  the  River  c 

A  great  Mandarin  {Tea  yuerj]  refidea  h 
JsaPrincipal  of  the  Officers  who prefidc  over,  the  Salc- 
Works  along  the  Sea  of  the  Provinces  of  Pe  tcbe  li 
and  Chan  long :  All  the  Veflels  which  bring  Timber 
*om  'Eaft  Tariaty,  after  they  have  crofs'd  Uie  Bay  of 
LcM  teng,  come  to  unload  in  this  Port,  which  is  but 
twenty  Leagues  from  Peking. 
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72»^  Second  Province  of  China,  Kiat^  Nan. 

• 

THIS  Province  is  one  of  the  moft  fruitful,  the 
moft  trading,  and  of  cburfe  one  of  the  richcft  Pro- 
vinces in  the  Empire  ;  it  is  bounded  on  the  Weit  by  ; 
the  Provinces  of  Ho  nan  and  Hm  quango  on  the  .South 
by  the  Provinces  of  I'cbe  Hang  and  Kiansrfi^  on  the 
Eaft  by  the  Gulph  of  IN  an  king ;  the  reft  borders  up-  ; 
on  the  Province  of  Chan  tdng. 

Here  the  ancient  Emperors  always  kept  their  Court,  \ 
till  they  were  obliged  for  Reafons  of  State  to  remove 
nearer  Canary  ^  and  chufe  Peking  for  the  Place  of  their  i 
Refidence.  It  is  of  vaft  Extent,  and  contains  fourteen 
Cities  of  the  Firft  Order,  and  ninety  three  of  the  . 
Second  and  Third  Order :  Thefe  Cities  are  very  po*  ^\ 
pulous,  and  of  the  greateft  Note  in  the  Empire,  c-  ' 
Ipecially  for  Commerce ;  it  is  the  Rendezvous  of  all  ^ 
the  great  Barks,  for  the  Country  is  full  of  Lakes,  Ri-  ^ 
vo-s  and  Canals,  either  natural  or  the  EfFeft  of  La-  ?^ 
bour,  which  communicate  with  the  great  River  Tang  ? 
tfe  kian^timt  croflcs  the  Province;  here  are  few  ^ 
Mountains,  but  towards  the  §outh.  ^ 

Ihe  Silks,  the  Japan*d  Goods,  the  Ink,  thc*^ 
Paper,  and  in  general  every  thing  that  comes,  as*^ 
well  from  Nan  king  as  from  *the  other  Cities  of  the  •  i 
Province,  which  carry  on  a  furprifing  Commerce,  is;i 
much  more  efteem'd,  and  bears  a  greater  Price  than  -^ 
what  is  brought  from  the  other  Provinces.  In  the  ^ 
fingle  City  of  Chan  bai^  and  the  Towns  belonging  ^. 
to  it,  there  are  reckoned  above  20O5O00  Weavers  of  ?!a 
plain  Cottons  and  Muflins :  There  are  many  Salt-  it 
works  along  the  Sea  Coaft,  and  the  Salt  they  produce  :ot 
is  diftributed  almoft  thro*  the  whole  Empire  ;  here  ii 
is  alfo  found  a  great  Quantity  of  Marble.  In  Ihort, 
this  Province  is  fo  plentiful  and  rich,  that  it  pays  the  ^ 
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Emperor  annually  about  32,000,000  of  ^  ^aehy  with- 
out reckoning  the  Dues  of  Imports  and  Exports,  for 
the  Receipt  whereof  feveral  Officers  are  eftablilh'd 

The  Inhabitants  of  this  Province  -are  very  polite, 
they  have  fine  Senle,and  an  extraordinary  Difpofition 
to  learn  the  Sciences  ;  and  indeed  it  fends  out  a  great 
Number  of  Dodors,  who  obtain  by  their  Merit  the 
Employments  and  Dignities  of  the  Empire. 

The  Province  is  divided  into  two  Governments ; 
the  Eaftern,  whofe  Governor  refides  at  Sou  tcbeou  fou^ 
and. the  Weftern,  whofe  Governor  has  his  Rcfidencc 
at  Ngan  king  fou :  Each  Government  includes  fevcn 
fouy  or  Cities  of  the  Firft  Order. 

fbe  Firji  City^  Capital  of  the  Province j  Kiang  ning 

ion  or  Nan  king. 

I F  we  may  believe  the  old  Cbinefe^  this  was  the 
fineft  City  in  the  World ;  when  they  Ipeak  of  its  Ex- 
tent, they  fay^  that  if  two  Horfemen  were  to  go  out 
in  the  Morning  at  the  lame  Gate,  and  were  to  gal- 
lop round  a  different  Way,  they  would  not  meet  be- 
fore Night  J  it  is  without  doubt  the  largeft  City  of 
China  ;  the  Walls  of  it  are  fifty  feven  Lys  about,  as 
they  were  meafur'd  upon  taking  the  Plan,  which  a- 
oxnints  nearly  to  five  great  Leagues  and  a  half,  and 
466  Fathom. 

It  is  about  a  League  diftant  from  the  great  River  '' 
Tang  tfe  kiang^  and  Barks  may  enter  the  Town  by  fe- 
veral Cknals  which  come  fi-om  the  River :   On  thefe 
Canals  are  feen  a  vaft  Number  of  Imperial  Barks, 
which  are  almoft  as  big  as  our  midling  Vefiels. 

The  Plan  of  Nan  king  is  irregular  ;  the  Mountains 
which  are  in  the  City,  and  the  Nature  of  the  Ground, 
would  not  admit  any  other  Difpofition  without  great 
Inconveniences :     It  was  formerly  the  Imperial  City, 

X  A  Tad  is  an  Ounct  pfSiherf  near  the  Value  9four  Crown. 
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for  which  rea&h  it  ?s  callej  Nan  km^  whieh  figtii* 
lies.  The  Court  of  the  South.as  Peking  dofes  The  Court 
of  the  North :  But  fince  the  fix  gteat  Tribunals, 
^hich  at  that  Time  were  equally  kept  in  thefc  two 
titles,  are  all  united  at  Peking^  the  Empci'or  has 
lftam*d  it  Xiang  mn^  :  It  is  Aill  mcntion*d  in  ConVcr-r 
jfatlon  !by  its  rormer  Name,  but  this  would  never  bq 
permitted  in  the  piibliclt-  Afts, 

This  City  Is  j^reatly  fallen  from  its  ant jent  SpJen- 
idor  V  it  H^a  formerly  a  magnificent  Palace^  of  which 
there  are  not  the  leaft  Remains,  an  OMerv^tdry 
which  is  now  forfakeh  and  almoft  dehiolilhed  ;  here 
were  alfo  fome  Temples,  fome  Sqpulchrcs  cftht  Erti-r 
jieror,.  and  other  (lately  Monuments,  of  which  there 
remains  only  the  fnelanchbly  Remembrance,  Thfe 
firft  Tartars f  who  made  an  Irruption  into  the  Empire, 
flemolifhed  the  femfflcs  and  the  Imperial  Pakce,  de- 
Jboy'd  the  Sepulchres,  and  ravag*d  almoft  all  the  d- 
ther  Mgnuments, ,  to  grat^y  their  Avarice  ^nd  their 
fiatred  to  the  rcjgnihg  Pynafty. 

Ahodt  a  third  Part  of  the  City  is  quite  dcfoUtej 
|he  reft  i^  wdl  inhabited !  Some  Parts  carry  oh  fUch 
k  great  Trade,  and  are  fo  populous,  that  one  Would 
(carcely  believp  there  could  be  more  Noife  and  Har- 
ry in  any  Place,  whicli  Would  be  more  remarkablb 
if  the  Streets  were  a3  wide  as  thofe  of  Peking^  biit 
they  are  not  above  lialf  or  one  third  part  fo  broad  ; 
yti.  they  are  handlpme,  well  paved,  and  bordered 
ivith  neat  Shops  richly  furniffied. 

In  this  City  refides  one  of  thdfc  greaf  Mandarii^ 
nam'd  Tfon^  tofi^  to  whom  there  lies  an  Appeal  in  all 
Important  Af&fa-s,  not  only  from  the  Tribunals  of  the 
JEaft  and  Weft  pivifion,  but  alfo  from  the  Provincfc 
^(ISafjgJi.  The  "Tartars  keep  a  great  Garrifon  here, 
Under  a  General  of  their  own  Nation,  and  live  in  a 
J^ssx.  of  the  City  fepsu«ited  from  the  reft  by  a  plain 
■        WalJr  f  •       .        <-      • 
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The  Palaces  of  the  Mandarins,  whether  Tartars  or 
Cbine/e^  are  not  more  fpacious  nor  better  built  than 
in  the  otho*  Capital  Cities:  Here  are  no  publick 
BoOdings,  which  are  anfwerable  to  the  Reputation  of 
fuch  a  &mous  City,  if  we  except  the  Gates  whick 
are  very  beauti&I»  and  Ibme  Temples  dedicated  to 
Uob,  nich  as  that  which  has  the  celebrated  Tower  of 
China  Ware:  It  is  200  Foot  high,  divided  into  nine 
Seenies,  within  fide  by  plain  Flocnrs,  and  without  hj 
Comiihes,  at  the  Rife  of  the  Arches,  which  Al- 
port little  R006  covered  with  Tiles  vamiih'd  green  1 
1  have  delcrib'd  it  in  another  Place.  This  Tower 
is  iK^out  doubt  die  higheft  and  the  moft  beaudfid 
in  Cbinay  where  thefe  Ibrt  of  Works  call'd  Ja  are 
fe  ccmmofly  that  in  feveral  Provinces  there  are  fomc 
iR  all  the  Cities,  and  evoi  in  ibme  large  Towns. 

This  City  is  alfo  famous  for  cultivating  die  Arts 
and  Sciences,  furnilhing  alone  more  Dodors  and  great 
Mandarins  than  many  Cides  tc^ether ;  here  are  the 
greateft  Number  of  Libraries,  the  Bookiellers  Shops 
are  better  flock'd  with  the  beft  im{)reffions,  ^d  liic 
Paper  fold  here  js  i>eckon*d  the  bfft  in  the  Empire, 
.  Nothing  can  appear  more  natural,  than  the  artifi«- 
cial  Fk>w«s  that  are  made  here  of  thePith  of  a  Shrub 
called  Tong  tfao  5  the  making  of  thefe  Flowers  is  .a 
Trade  of  it  felf  j  this  Art  is  fo  gready  fpread  in 
<lhina  within  tliefe  few  Years,  that;  it  is  a  confidcaiable 
Branch  of  Trade. 

The  Satins  of  Nan  king,  either  plain  or  flowered, 
are  die  beft  and  moft  efteem'd  at  Peking^  where  thofe 
of  Canton  are  fqld  m\ich  cheaper :  There  is  alfo  made 
here  pretty  good  Woollen  Cloth,  called  Nan^  king  cben 
*om  the  Name  of  the  City  ;  what  is  made  in  other 
Places  is  not  to  be  compared  with  this,  that  being 
almoft  like  a  fort  of  Felt  without  any  Weft. 

The  Ink,  called  the  Ink  of  Nan  kingly  comes  all 
from  Hoci  tcbeou  in  the  fame  Province  •,  its  Diftrift  is 
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full  of  great  Villages  peopled  by  Workmen  who  make 
it,  or  the  Dealers  that  fell  it ;  thefe  Sticks  of  Ink  arc 
often  adorn'd  with  green,  blew,  or  gilt  Flowers  : 
They  make  it  in  all  Shapes,  as,  like  Books,  Bark  of 
Bamboo,  Lions,  tifr. 

Nan  king  was  formerly  a  very  fine  Port,  by  rca- 
fon  of  the  Breadth  and  Depth  of  the  River  Tang  tfi 
kiang :  The  famous  Corfair,  who  befieg'd  it  during  the 
laft  Troubles,  came  up  to  it  with  eafc ;  but  at  pre- 
fent  great  Barks,  or  rather  the  Cbinefe  Tonks,  do  not 
enter  it,  either  becaufe  the  Moi^th  ofit  is  Itopt  up, 
or  becaufe  the  Cbinefe  out  of  Policy  do  not  msdcc  ufc 
of  it,  that  by  degrees  it  may  be  intirely  unknow;n. 

In  the  Months  of  Jpril  and  May  there  is  a  great 
plenty  of  excellent  Filh  taken  in  the  River  near  the 
City,  fome  of  which  arc  fent  to  the  Court  during  the 
.whole  Sealbn ;  they  are  kept  frelh  by  being  covered 
with  Ice  5  there  are  Barks  wholly  emplo%'d  for  this 
Purpofe,  altho*  it  is  above  200  great  Leagues  from 
hence  to  Peking  j  thefe  Barks  make  fuch  Pifpatch,  that 
they  get  there  in  ci^ht  or  ten  Dayjs  j  they  keep  mo- 
ving Night  and  Day,  and  ha.ve  Relays  all  the  Way 
to  draw  them  continually :  While  the  Seafon  of  Filh- 
ing  lafts,  two  Barks  go  off  twice  a  Week  loaded  with 
thefe  Fifh; 

Altho'  Nan  king  U  the  Capital  of  the  whple  Pro- 
evince,  it  has  but  eight  .Cities  of  the  Third  Order  in  its 
Jurifdiftion. 

,^e  Second  City,  Capital  of  Y  tong,  the  Eaftern  Part 
of  the  Province,    Sou  tcheou  fou. 

THIS  is  one  of  the  moft  beautiful  and  moft  a- 
greeable  Cities  of  Qhina ;  the  Europeans  who  have 
been,  here  compare  it  to  Venice,  with  this  Difference, 
that  Venice  1$  in  the  midft  of  the  Sea,  and  Sou  tcheou 
in  frefli  Water ;  one  may  pafs  thro'  the  Streets  either 
by  I^aad  pr  W^ter,  (he  Branches  gf  the  ^Ver  and 
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the  Canak  arc  almoft  every  where  deep  enough  to 
carry  the  lai^eft  Barkis ;  they  may  alfo  go  thro'  the 
City,  and  from  thence  to  the  Sea,  which  is  at  moft 
but  two  Days  Paflage:  It  trades^ with  all  the  Pro- 
vinces of  the  Empire,  and  alfo  with  Japatij  from ' 
which  it  is  feparated  but  by  an  Arm  of  the  Sea, 
that  is  crols*d  fometimes  by  litde  trading  Veffcls  in 
two  or  three  Days. 

This  Country  enjoys  the  fineft  Situation  and  Climate 
in  the  World,  there  is  none  more  populous  or  better 
cultivated,  there  not  being  an  Inch  of  Land  widiout 
Fruit,  Wheat,  or  Rice :  There  is  no  Country  better 
waterM  with  Rivers,  Canals,  and  'L4kes,  upon  all 
which  there  are  a  great  Number  of  Barks  of  all  Sorts 
and  Sizes,  painted  or  gilt ;  fome  full  of  Feribns  of 
Diftin&ion,  who  have  neater  Apartments  here  than 
in  their  Houies  ;  others  loaded  with  rich  Merchan- 
dize i  many  defign*d  for  Parties  of  Plcafurc.  This 
Place  may  be  called)  as  well  as  Hang  tcbeou  in  the 
Province  of  Tche  kiangj  a  City  of  Plealurej.  no* 
thing  is  wanting  here  to  complete  the  Pleafures  of 
Life ;  therefore  in  the  Cbinefe  Books  there  is  an  old 
Proverb  that  fays,  Chang  yeou  tien  tang^  lEayeoufou 
bang^  Paradife  is  above,  but  below  is  Sou  tcbeou  and 
Hang  tcbeou :  One  may  truly  fay  that  thefe  two  Cities 
are  the  Terreftrial  Paradife  of  Cinna, 
.  This  City,  like  Hang  tcbeou  and.  fome  others  of  the 
Empire,  may  be  reckoned  three ;  one  within  the  WaU^ 
which  is  above  ipur  Leagues  round;  another  tl^ 
Suburbs,  which  extends  ia  great  Waty  lUPon  the  Banks 
of  the  Canals ;  and  a  third  in  tlie  Barks,  which  art 
fo  many  floating  Houfes,  rang'd  upon  the  Waters  ia 
fevcral  Rows  for  above  a  League ;  many  of  thefe 
Barks  are  as  big  as  our  Third  Rate  Ships. 

It  is  impolEble  to  conceive,  the  Pleafqre  of  feeing  all 
thefe  Things  together,  tho*  never  fo  well  defcribed : 
This  great  City  has  but  fix  Gates  by  L^d,  and  fix' 
by  W^tcr ;  Upon  feeing  the  continual  Motion  of  the 
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imiumcrable  Crowds  of  People,  who  come  other  to 
buy  or  fell,  one  would  imagine  that  all  the  Provinces 
came  to  trade  9t  Sou  Ubeou.  The  Works  of  Em- 
broidery, and  the  Brocades  that  are  made  here,  art 
cftedned  all  over  the  Empire,  becaufe  they  are  beau- 
tifelly  wrought,  andjpurchaied  at  a  moderate  Price. 
The  Viceroy  cS  the  Baftcm  Part  of  this  Province  rc- 
jides  here :  Its  mrticular  Jurifdidion  contains  ei^ 
Cities,  one  of  the  Second  Order,  and  fcvcn  of  the 
Third ;  they  are  all  fine  Cities,  and  are  a  League  and 
half,  or  two  Leagues  in  Circuit. 

The  TTfird  City^  Song  kiang  fou. 

THIS  City  is  buih  in  the  Water,  and  the  VeflHs, 
or  rather  the  Cbmefi  Jonks,  enter  the  Town  on  ^ 
Sides^  and  from  thence  fall  down  to  the  Sea,  which  is 
not  fax  off:  The  vail  Quantities  of  Cotton  and  of 
fine  Goods  of  ail  Sorts,  with  which  it  fumifhes  the 
Empire,  as  weii  as  foreign  Countries,  render  it  famous 
and  modi  frequented  ;  thefe  Cotton  Goods  are  fo  fine, 
that  when  they  are  dyed  they  are  taken  for  the  fincft 
Sbrge. 

There  are  but  four  Cities  in  this  Jurifdiflion,  hut 
yet  it  is  very  rich  and  fertile,  fcx*  sdtho'  thefe  Cities 
we  of  the  Tliird  Order,  they  are  equal  to  the  fineft  fer 
Extent,  and  for  the  great  Refort  of  Traders^  wlio 
come  hither  from  all  Parts  all  the  Year  round,  to  car- 
nr  on  various  Brandiea  of  Comnierce :  Such,  forin- 
wuice,  IS  Chsng  bd  bm^  where  Ships  belon^bg  to 
J%  i^are  contiiiually  coming  in,  and  going  out  to 
TVade  at  J^pan. 

The  Fourth  Cityj  Tching  tchcou  fou. 

THIS  is  a  noted  City,  and  of  great  Trade ;  k 
4$  fixated  ndar  the  Canal  by  ^hich  the  Barks  go 
Jfrom  Sow  Ubeou  to  the  River  Tar^  ife  kiang ;  it  p.  a- 
^rtiVl  with  fevera!  Triumphal  Arches,  and  the  Banks 
'*f  the  Can^l  that  k^  to  it  are  casM  with  hewn 
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SttMte :  It  has  five  Cities  of  the  Third  Order  under  its 
Jurifdiftion,  but  they  are  for  the  moft  part  very  hand* 
feme  and  populous :  Voufte  bun^  for  inibnce,  is  at 
ksH  a  Le^^  and  half  round,  without  taking  in  the 
Suburbs,  which  are  half  a  League  in  Lqigth :  It  is 
enton^pafs'd  with  a  great  Ditch  like  a. Canal ;  its  Walls 
are  twenty  five  Foot  high,  and  k^cingood  Repair  1 
h  has  great  Flemy  of  Water,  which  is  very  good» 
and  eipccially  for  Tea,  to  which  it  gives  an  agro^ 
able  Flaroor  that  it  has  not  in  any  other  Place. 

There  are  earthen  Veffels  made  in  another  City  of 
the  fame  DiftriA,  which  are  thoi^ht  to  give  alfo  an 
admirable  Smell  to  the  Water  that  is  ufed  for  Tea^ 
an  ^ich  AccoiHit  thcfe  Veflels  are  preferred  before 
dte  fineft  China  c^  15ng  te  tching  \  this  City  carriei 
on  a  ^Tcat  Trade  in  thefe  Veflels. 

^e  Ftftb  City  J  Tching  kiang  fou. 

T  H I S  IS  not  <me  of  the  largeft  Cities  of  the  Pro- 
vincie,  for  it  is  not  above  a  Le^ue  in  Circumference^ 
%m  it  is  one  of  the  m(^  confidefabk  for  its  Situation 
and  Commerce ;  it  is  the  Key  of  the  Empire  towards 
the  Sea,  and  is  alio  a  Fonreis,  whd^  there  is  always 
It  ihtMig  Ganifon ;  the  Walk  are  above  thirty  Foot 
Iti^  in  feveral  Places,  and  built  with  Brick  of  four 
«•  five  Inehts  thick :  The  Streets  of  the  City  and 
finburbs  are  pav'd  vhth  Marble ;  it  is  fituated  on  the 
Banks  of  Ta  kiangj  which  in  this  Place  is  half  a 
i^tjS^  wide,  and  to  the  £aft  of  an  artificial  Canal, 
fv^iidi  haft  been  broq^  quite  to  the  River^  Six  hun- 
|ifatd  Paces  fit>m  the  Shore  there  is  a  Mountain  in  the 
River^  nam'd  Kin  €ban^  or  die  Golden  Mountain,  for 
h  pfeafant  Situation :  On  the  Top  of  it  ftands  a 
Ttmr  of  feveral  Stories.  This  ifland  is  at  lead  500 
^ajtesfoiind,  tand  is  bordered  with  Idol  Temptes  and 
ihfc  HoUfes  <^  the  Bonstes. 

.  On  die  other  Skte  of  the  River,   half  a  League 
fm  T^biH^mng^  ftmds  ^««#  nbm  •  Ad%W  this  Place 
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is  not  cal?d  a  City,  and  is  only  efteemcd  a  Ma  teouy 
or  Place  of  Trade,  it  is  as  confiderablc  as  the  largcft 
Cities :  The  Suburbs  of  TcHn  kiang  arc  1000  Geome- 
trical Paces  in  Length,  and  as  populous  as  the  City 
it  felf ;  the  Communication  is  preferv'd  by  Stone 
Bridges :  There  are  fuch  vaft  Crowds  in  the  Streets, 
and  chiefly  on  the  Port,  that  it  is/  difficult  to  pafs  a- 
terig :  Near  the  City  fome  very  plcafant  Hills  rife  in 
View :  This  Jurifdiftion  is  of  fmall  Extent,  for  it  has 
only  Authority  over  three  Cities  of  the  Third  Order. 
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fbe  Sixth  City^  Hoai  ngan  fou. 

THIS  City,  which  is  fituatcd  in  a  marfhy  Soil, 
and  encloied*  with  a  triple  Wall,  is  wealthy,  tho*  not 
very  populous ;  it  is  in  danger  of  being  overflown 
by  an  extraordinary  Rife  of  Water,  for  the  City  lies 
lower  than  the  Canal,  which  is  confin'd  in  many  Places 
by  Dikes  of  Earth ;  but  at  two  Leagues  Diftance  there 
is  a  Town  in  its  Jurifdiftion,  named  Xfing  kiang 
fou  J  which  is  like  the  Port  of  the  River  Hoang  bo^  and 
is  very  large,  populous,  and  fiill  of  Noife  and  Hurry. 
In  this  Place  refides  one  of  the  great  Mandarins  alW 
^fong  boy  which  fignifies  Surveyor-General  of  the 
Rivers,  or  Grand  Matter  of  the  Waters :  This  Man- 
darin has  a  great  many  Officers  under  him,  who  have 
each  their  Diftrift,  and  are  ftation'd  at  convenient 
Places.  ' 

On  the  other  Side  of  the  Hoang  ho  there  arc  fome 
Cities  upon  the  Canal,  which  t\it  Mahometans  havcen- 
deavour'd  to  improve,  by  bringing  a  Trade  to  them, 
but  without  Succefs :  Their  Mofques  are  very  high> 
and  built  entirely  different  from  the  Chine/e  Taftc: 
After  fuch  a  long  Series  of  Generations  they  arc  ftiH 
-look'd  upon  as  People  of  a  foreign  Original,  and  arc 
now  and  then  infultcd  on  this  Account  j  but  a  few 
Years  fince  at  Hang  keou  in  the  Province  of  Hou  quango 

the  Populace,  being  inccnfcd  by  fome  rafh  Mabomi- 
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Unsj  demolifti*d  the  Mofque  that  was  built  there,  tho* 
the  Magiftrate  endeavour'd  to  ftop  their  Fury. 

Marble  is  very  common  in  the  Diftrift  of  thi?  City, 
whofc  Fields  produce  Rice  and  Wheat,  and  are  watered, 
with  Rivers  and  Lakes,  which  yield  all  Sorts  of  Fifli ; 
Its  Jurifdidtion  includes  eleven  Cities,  two  of  the  Se* 
cond  Order,  and  nine  of  the  Third. 

^e  Seventh  Cityj  Yang  Tcheou.        »^       ^ 

THE  Air  of  this  City  is  mild  and  temperate,  the 
Country  pleafant  and  fruitful ;  it  is  built  on  the -Bank 
of  the  Royal  Canal,  which  extends  from  the  Ta  kian^ 
northwards  to  the  River  Hoang  bo^  or  the  Yelloi*r 
River :  It  carries  on  a  great  Trade  in  all  manner  of 
Cinnefe  Works,  and  is  rendered  extremely  populous^. 
chiefly  by  the  Sale  and  Diftribution  of  the  Salt  that  is 
made  on  the  Sea  Coafts  of  this  Jurifdiftion  and  the* 
Parts  adjoining,  and  which  is  afterwards  carried  alpng  / 

fmall  Canals  made  for  this  Purpofe,  which  end  in  cob>: 
munication  with  the  great  Canal  beforemention*cJ»    .  > 

On  the  reft  of  the  Canal  from  hence  to  PeJdt^ 
there  is  no  Town  that  can  be  compared  to  this ;  a  great 
many  rich  Merchants  tranlport  this  Salt  into  thtf  Heart 
of  the  Empire,  at  a  vaft  Diftance  from  the  Sea :  The 
City  is  divided  into  feveral  Quarters  by  feveral  Canals 
of  frefli  Water;  there  is  fuch  a  Multitude  of  People 
in  the  Streets,  and  the  Canals  are  fo  crowded  with 
Barks,  that  there  is  but  juft  Room  enough  to  pafs : 
Here  is  alfo  a  Tartar  Garrifon :  Overagainft  the  Eaft 
Side  there  ftands  a  Bridge  and  a  large  Suburb ;  the 
Crowd  is  always  fb  great  at  this  Place,  that  the  Bridge 
proved  too  narrow  for  the  Paflcngers,  fo  that  it  was 
found  abfolutely  neceflary  to  keep  a  large  Ferry-Boat 
about  thirty  Paces  diftance,  which  is  fcarcely  fufficient 
to  carry  all  that  come,  tho*  this  Water  is  but  twenty 
Paces  wide.  Tang  tcbem  is  two  Leagues  in  Circuit, 
and  is  reckoned  to  contain  2,000,00a  Spuls ;  it  has  but 
fix  Cities  of  the  Third  Order  in  its  Jurifdidion.  The 
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Inhabitants  are  much  inclined  to  Pleafure ;  thcnr  ecfai^ 
cate  wkh  great  Pains  many  youi^  Girls,  ^nd  leara 
them  to  fing,  to  play  upon  Inftrumoits,  to  paint,  and 
every  thing  that  is  requifite  to  complete  a  genteoi 
Education,  and  then  fell  them  at  a  dear  Rate  to  ^cat 
Lords,  who  make  them  their  Concubines,  that  is  to 
fiiy,  their  fecond  Wives. 

fbi  Eighth  Cityy  Capital  4f  the  Wijiim  Tart  (f  the 

Provinc€j  Ngan  ki^ng  fou. 

*  T'HIS  City  is  finely  fituated,  it  borders  upon 
titunt  Provinces,  and  tho'  but  five  Days  Journey  di« 
fcuiC.  from  the  Capital,  it  has  a  particular  Viceroy. 
This  Mandarin  keeps  a  ^eat  Garrifon  in  a  -Fort  that 
jGcmimandls  theL.ake  Poyang^  at  the  Entrance  of  the 
Province  of  Kiangfty  and  of  the  River  Tang  ijt  kioMg  : 
It  is  very  confiderable  for  its  Trade  and  Riches,  and 
is  the  Thoroughfare  for  all  that  c<xnes  to  Nan  king  : 
All  the  Country  of  this  DiftriA  is  vj^  pleafant, 
open,  and  fruitful ;  it  contains  fix  Cities«of  me  Third 

The  Ninth  Cityj  Hoei  tcheou* 

THIS  is  the  moft  ibuthern  City  of  this  Provmoe, 
and  one  of  the  richeft  in  the  Empire :  The  Air  at  this 
Pl^ce  is  healthfiil  and  temperate,  altho'  it  is  furrounded 
with  Mountains;! its  Jurifdi<5tion  comprehends  only  fix 
Towns  of  the  third  (>der:  Its  Inhabitants  are  reckoa'd 
yerv  skilfol  in  Traffick  ;  there  is  no  Town  of  the 
hem  Ccmunerce  without  fome  Merchants  of  Hoei  tcbeoUj 
nor  any  .Bank  or  Fund  in  which  they  are  not  fome  (^ 
the  principal  P^rfbns  concern'd. 

The  commonTeople  are  fri^al,  and  contented  wkh 
a  finall  Matter ;  but  they  are  bold  and  enterprizing  in 
Commerce :  There  are  fome  Mines  of  Gold,  Silver, 
^d  Copper. in  tbefe  Mountains,  and  it  is  faid  that 
the  bdt  Tea^girows  in  this  Country. 

This 
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This  City  alfo  mak^  the  heft  Indian  Ink  in  CUtut^ 
and  with  which  the  Dealers  of  Nan  king  fumiOx  thomr 
ielres. 

The  Art  of  making  Ink,  as  well  as  all  the  Arti 
which  any  way  relate  to  the  Sciences,  is  accounted 
honourable  in  Cbhu^  where  the  Dignities  of  the  Em-, 
pffe  are  only  attained  by  Skill  in  the  Sciences.  The 
Jajan'd  Works  which  ar^  made,  at  H0ei  ichtm^ 
are  prefenM  befcx^e  all  others,  becaufe  they  are  mosi^ 
bautiful  and  better  finifhed  than  in  any  other  PJaoe:: 
Alio  upon  its  Confines,  which  join  to  ^  Diffajft 
of  lao  Ubeau^  in  the  Province  of  Kiang  Ji^  there  'm 
fbood  the  Earth  which  is  partly  carrioi  to  Gf^  it 
uUig  to  make  China- Ware. 

^e  Tenth  City^  Ning  kouc  fou. 

T  H I S  City  ftands  ypon  a  tolerable  River,  that 
nms  into  the, groat  River  Tof^  tfe  kiang:  The  Coun«- 
tty  about  it  is  very  uneven,  being  furrounded  1^ 
Mountain^  hut. its  Hills  are  very  plea£uit,  and  the 
Mountains  cover'd  with  Wood?  produce  excellent 
Phylical  Herbs.  Here  arc  many  Manu&&ures  of  Par 
per,  which  they  make  of  a  fort  of  Reed  ;  it  has  fi^c 
Citws  of  the  Third  Order  under  its  JurifdiiEtion. 

The  Eleventh' City  J  Tchi  tcheou  fou. 

ON  this  City  depend  fix  others  of  the  Third  Orw 
der ;  it  is  fituated  on  the  Banks  of  die  Great  Rfver 
^^ng  tfe  Hangj  and  tho'  environ^  with  Mauaiaiivi 
the  Soil  is  neverthelefs  fruitful,  and  produces  plen- 
tifully the  Necefiaries .  of  Life  ;  if  it  ihould  happen 
to  want  anv  thing,  it  might  be  fupply*d  by  thjc 
.  ^«^,  which  bears  continually  the. Riches  of  fcve- 
»1  Provinces. 

^e  Twelfth  Cityj  Tai  ping  fou. 

THIS  City  is  very  opulent,  and  well  fituated  for 
Trade,  ftanding  upon  the  great  River  Kiangy  y/hexc 
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it  receives  three  Arms  of  other  Rivers,  which  make 
it  look  like  an  Ifland ;  its  Territory  is  alfb  water'd 
by  two  Lakes,  and  contains  only  three  Cities,  of  which 
Vou  bou  bUn  is  the  richeft. 

fbe  TbirUentb  City^  Fong  yang  fbu. 

THIS  City  is  fituated  on  a  Mountain  not  far 
from  the  Yellow  River, ,  and  aidoies  within  its  Walls 
feveral  Hills:  This  Diftrift  is  very  extenfivc,  for  it 
cxjntains  eighteen  Cities,  five  of  the  Second,  and  thir- 
teen of  the  Third  Order,  befildes  a  great  Number  of 
Ma  tetm^  or  Places  of  Commerce,  fettled  upon  the 
Rivers  for  the  Convenience  of  Trade,  and  of  coUeft- 
ing  the  Emperor's  Duties,  This  Extent  is  eighty 
Leagues  wide  from  Eaft  to  Weft,  and  about  fucty 
Leagu«s  in  Length  from  North  to  South,  which  is 
greater  than  the  largeft  Province  of  Europe :  As  this 
was  the  Birth  Place  of  Hong  FoUj  firft  Emperor  of  the 
preceding  Dynafty,  he  had  a  Defign  to  render  it  fa- 
mous by  building  a  ftately  City  here  for  the  Capital 
of  the  Empire,  which  he  undertook  in  the  Year 
1367.  After  he  had  driven  out  the  weftern  7'artarSf 
who  had  rul*d  Cbina  during  eighty  feven  Years,  he  fix*d 
his  Court  at  this  Place,  and  call'd  it  Fong  Tangj 
which  fignifies.  The  Brightnefs  of  the  Eagle.  He  in- 
tended to  make  it  the  greateft  and  moft  celebrated 
of  the  Empire,  but  the  Roughnefs  of  the  Ground, 
the  Scarcity  of  fweet  Water,  and  the  Neighbour- 
hood of  his  Father's  Monument,  made  him  alter 
his  Refblution:  By  the  unanimous  Advice  of  bis 
principal  Officers  he  removed  the  Court  to  Nan  kingj 
which  is  much  more  beautiful  and  convenient,  and 
is  but  thirty  two  Leagues  diftant  from  Fong  yang. 

As  foon  as  this  was  refolv'd  upon,  the  Works 
which  were  begun  immediately  cealed :  The  Imperial 
Palace,  which  was  to  have  had  a  triple  Inclofurc,,tlic 
Walls,  that  were  to  be  nine  Leagues  round,  the  Ca- 
nals that  were  projefted,   were  all  abandoned :  There 
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.  were  only  three  Monuments  finiflied,  which  arc  •  ftill 
remaining,  the  Grandeur  and  Beauty  of  which  £hev 
how  magnificent  this  City  would  have  been,  if  the 
Emperor  had  compleated  his  firft  Defign. 

The  firft  remaining  Monument  is  the  Tomb  of 
Hong  w«'s  Father;  it  is  adorn'd  with  every  thing 
Jthat  the  Cinnefe  Induftry  or  filial  Gratitude  could  in- 
vent, that  was  moft  beautiful  in  its  kind,  and  is  calFd 
[Hoang  lin,  or]  The  Royal  Tomb. 

The  fecond  is  a  Prifon  built  in  the  midft  of  the  City ; 
its  Shape  is  an  oblong  Rcdtangle,  and  is  one  hiindred 
Foot  high,  divided  into  four  large  Stories,  v  founded 
on  a  maffivc  Pile  of  Brick  forty  Foot  high,  a  hun- 
dred long,  and  fixty  broad  ;  it  is  accounted  the  high- 
eft  in  Cbina^  and  is  feen  at  a,  great  Diftance. 

The  third  is  a  ftately  Temple  ercfted  to  the  Idol 
Fo,  and  was.  formerly  a  little  Pagod.  Hong  vou  be- 
ing reduced  to  Want,  by  the  Lofs  of  his  Parents,  re- 
tired to  t;hi$  Place  at  Seventeen  Years  old,  and  ferved 
hcrefeveral  Years  as  Scullion;  at  length  being  tired 
,  of  this  lazy  Life,  he  entred  himfelf  a  Soldier  under 
;  a  Captain  of  fpme  Banditti  who  revolted  againft  the 
Tartars^  where  foon  givmg  Proofs  of  his  Valour, 
I  the  Captain,  whofe  Love  he  had  gain*d,  nude 
t  him  his  Son-in-law,  and  foon  after  he  was  decla- 
red his  Succeflbr  by  the  unanimous  Confent  of  his 
;^  Troops.  .     ' 

t  Upon  this,  feeing  himfelf  at  the  Head  of  a  confi- 
dctable  Party,  he  began  to  extend  his  Views  even  to 
the  Throne :  His  Reputation  had  already  brought 
to  tte  Army  a  great  many  People  of  Credit,  at 
.  the  Head  of  which  he  valiantly  attacked  the  Tar- 
tarsy  and  entirely  defeating  them  feiz'd  on  Nan  king 
and.fcveral  neighbouring  Cities,  and  continued  to 
purfue  them,  till  he  had  driven  them  quite  out  of  Cbi- 
.  »« :  .  He  was  Conaueror  in  all  the  Battles  he  fought, 
for  which  Realbn  he  was  nam*d  Hong  wu^  which 
/ignifies,  a  Princt  always  viflorious. 
Vol.  I.  L  .        As 
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As  foon  as  he  was  made  Emperor  he  caus'd  this 
Itately  Temple  bcfore-mention*d  to  be  built  for  the 
Bonzes,  who  had  reliev'd  him  in  his  Diftrefs,  ra- 
ther put  of  Gratitude  to  Them,  than  for  any  Regard 
to  the  Idols.  It  was  begun  by  a  Row  of  five  great 
Apartments,  built  like  the  Imperial  Palace,  and  flankM 
with  feveral  Halls  and  Lodgings  for  the  Bonzes ;  he 
affigtfd  them  a  Revenue  to  maintain  convemently 
300  Perlbns  under  a  Chief  of  the  Seft,  whom  te 
conftituted  a  Mandarin  to  govern  them  indcpendant 
of  the  City-Magiftratcs.  This  Pagod  was  calPd; 
[Long  binF  fiy  that  is,]  The  Temple  from  whence  tk 
Dragon  iffued^  becaufe  the  Emperor's  Arms  arc  a 
Dragon  with  five  Claws :  It  was  kept  up  all  the 
time  of  the  preceding  Dynafty,  but  afterwards,  du- 
ring the  Civil  Wars,  it  has  been  almoft  dcmo- 
lifh*d,  and  there  remain  at  prefent  only  five  large 
Buildings. 

The  prefent  Dynafty  of  the  Tartars  have  taken 
no  Care  to  repair  tMs  Temple,  lb  that  now  there 
are  not  above  twenty  of  thefe  idolatrous  Pricfts 
remaining,  and  they  are  almoft  rqduc'd  to  B^- 
gary. 

There  is  Icarce  any  thing  worthy  6f  Notfce  in  Fon^ 
yang  befides  thefe  Monuments,  for  k  has  been  fo  raWa 
by  the  Wars,  that  from  an  Imperial  City  it  is  dimi- 
nifh'd  to  a  large  Village  :  It  is  pretty  well  Peopled,  and 
indifferently  buik  in  the  middle,  biat  all  the  reft  con- 
fifts  only  of  low  Thatcht  Houfes,  or  open  Fields  thit 
bear  Tobacco,  which  is  the  only  Wealth  and  Com- 
mef ce  of  the  Country. 

In  the  neighbouring  Mountains  there  is  found  a 

Preat  deal  of  Talk,  and  Red  Wormwood,  which  Ac 
hyficians  ufe.  This  Country  n  made  fruitful  by 
fome  firte  Rivers,  and  among  others  the  great  Rivtr 
Hat  ho^  which  rifing  in  the  Mountains  of  the  Province 
of  Ho  nan  croffiis  the  whole  Country,  and  after  a 
long  Courfe  pafTcs  thro*  the  Lake  Hong  tji^  and  then , 
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diftharges  itfelf  into  the  Hoa^g  ha^  about  thirty-niQC 
Leagues  before  it  arrives  at  the  Sea« 

l^e  Fourteenth  Cityy  Liu  tcheou  fou. 

THE  Country  wherein  this  City  is  fituated  is  very 
pleafant  and  fruitful ;  the  Lake  Triao^  in  the  midft 
oiF  which  there  is  a  Mountain,  yields  all  forts  of 
t^ifii,  and  waters  the  Fields  fo  well,  that  they  pro- 
duce all  kinds  of  Grain  and  Fruits,  and  elpccially 
the  heft  Tea  in  great  Plenty  j  and  *tis  chiefly  for  the 
latter  that  this  Country  is  famous :  They  make  here 
alfo  very  good  Paper.  Its  Mountains,  efpecially 
thofe  in  the  Neighbourhood  of  Lou  hang  bien^  *  are 
covered  with  very  fine  Trees ;  and  there  is  a  re- 
markable Bridge  near  Lou  ngafi  tcbeou.  Its  Diftrift 
ii  pretty  large,  containing  eight  Cities,  two  of  the 
Second  Order,  and  fix  of  the  Third. 

THIS  Ifland,  which  is  in  the  Province  of  Kidn^ 
iian^  is  fepantted  from  it  on  the  Weft  only  by  an 
Arm  of  the  Sea,  which  is  but  five  or  fix  Leagues 
over :  They  fay  it  was  form'd  by  degrees  of  the  Earth, 
which  the  great  River  Tang  tfe  kiang  waflies  down 
fiwi  the  many  Provinces  it  waters,  for  which  rea- 
foH)  befides  %fofig  mingy  it  is  commonly  callM  {Kiang 
^be,  which  fignifies]  the  Tongue  of  the  River,  either 
becaufe,  being  much  longer  than  broad,  it  refembles  the 
Shape  of  a  Tongue,  or  becaufe  it  is  placed  juft  in  the 
Mouth  of  this  great  River.  In  former  Ages  this 
wa$  a  defert  and  fandy  Country,  overgrown  with 
Reeds,  inibmuch  that  the  greateft  Criminals  and 
febbers  were  tranfported  to  this  Ifland,  with  a  View 
to  purge  die  Empire ;  and  the  firft  that  were  fet  on 
Shore  found  themfelv^  under  a  Necefliity  either  of 
Starving,  or  getting  their  Food  out  of  the  Bofom  of 
the  Earth :  The  Love  of  Life  made  them  adivc 
and  induftrioui,  fo  that  they  cleared  this  uncultivated 

L  2  jEarth, 


^  rf.  ^-^1  ■ 


148  The  General  History  of 

Earth,  fow'd  the  few  Seeds  they  brought  with  them, 
and  it  was  not  a  great  while  before  they  reap*d  the  Fruits 
of  their  Labour.  At  length  fome  Cinnefe  Families,  who 
were  ready  to  ftarve  on  the  Continent,  bethought 
themfelves  alfo  of  going  to  this  Ifland,  that  by  cul- 
tivating it  they  might  relieve  their  extreme  Indi- 
gence ;  accordingly  they  went  thither,  and  divided  the 
Lands  amongfl:  them. 

Thefe  new  Comers,  not  being  able  to  clear  all  the 
Land  they  had  appropriated  to  themfelves,  call'd  other 
Families  from  off  the  Continent  to  their  Affiftance, 
and  yielded  to  them  for  ever  a  Part  of  the  Lands,  on 
Condition  that  they  fhould  pay  annually,  in  divers 
Goods,  a  Rent  proportionable  to  their  Harveft ;  the 
Dues  exaded  by  the  firft  Proprietors  are  call'd  ^^ 
teou^  and  continue  to  this  Day. 

The  Ifland  of  ^fong  ming  is  about  twenty  Leagues 
long,  and  five  or  fix  broad  ;  there  is  but  one  City  in 
it,  which  is  of  the  Third  Order ;  the  Walls  of  it  are 
very  high,  well  terrafs'd,  and  furrounded  with  Ditches 
full  of  Water ;  the  Country  is  divided  by  an  infinite 
Number  of  Canals,  that  have  high  Banks  to  defend 
it  from  Inundations,    for  the  Land   is  level,  hav- 
ing no  Hills ;    the  Air  is  healthful  and  temperate, 
and  the  Country  agreeable :    Here  are  large  Towns 
Icatter'd  about  the  Ifland  at  convenient  Difl:ances,  where- 
in are  a  great  Number  of  Shops  well  fiirnifliM  with 
all  manner  of  Necefliaries  and  Conveniencies  of  Life, 
and  dilpers'd  between  each  Town :    There  are  as  ma- 
ny Houfes  about  the  Country,  as  there  are  Families  1 
employed  in  Tillage ;  but  thefe  Houfes  are  not  very  : 
fine,  except  fuch  as  belong  to  the  Rich,  and  they  are 
built  with  Brick,  and  covered  with  Tiles,  while  thofc  • 
of  the  ordinary  People  are  thatch'd  Cottages,  made 
of  little  elfe  but  Reeds.     The  Trees  planted  along  j 
the  fides  of  the   Ditches  fiall  of  Running  -  Water,  j 
which  furround  their  Houfes,  is  an  Advantage  ow- 
ing to  Art. 
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The  Highways  are  very  narrow,  and  are  bor- 
dered with  little  Shops  that  fell  Refrelhments  to 
Travellers  ;  and  indeed  one  would  almoft  imagine 
the  whole  Ifland  to  be  but  oiie  exceeding  large  Vil- 
lage. Here  are  no  Wild-fowl,  but  great  Numbers 
ot  large  Gcefe,  Ducks,  Hens,  Hogs,  and  Buffaloes, 
but  thefe  latter  are  ufed  only  for  Tillage.  Here 
is  but  litde  Fruit,  except  large  Limons  and  fmall 
four  Oranges  proper  for  Sauces,  Apricots,  great 
Peaches,  the  Fruit  nam'd  Te  tfe^  which  I  defcribc 
in  another  Place,  and  large  Water- Melons ;  but  all 
forts  of  Herbs  and  Pulfe  may  be  had  in  all  Seafons 
of  the  Year. 

The  Land  is  not  alike  throughout  the  Ifland, 
the  Produce  of  it  being  very  different :  That  to- 
wards the  North  is  not  cultivated,  but  tho  Reeds 
which  grow  here  naturally  produce  a  confiderablc 
Revenue :  As  there  are  no  Trees  in  the  whole  Ifland, 
they  ufc  part  of  thefc  Reeds  to  build  Houfes  in  the 
^Country ;  the  other  Part  ferves  to  burn,  and  fuppHes 
Fuel  not  only  for  the  whole  Ifland,  but  alfo  for  iome  ' 
I  part  of  the  neighbouring  Continent.  The  fecond  Sort 
!of  Land  is  that  which  extends  from  the  firft  quite  to 
j  the  Sea  on  the  South-fide  ;  this  produces  two  Crops 
jcvery  Year,  one  of  Grain,  which  is  generally  in  the ' 
Month  of  May\  the  other  of  Rice  or  Cotton ;  of 
jRice  in  September^  of  Cotton  a  little  later :  Their 
'Grain  are  Rice,  Wheat,  Barley,  and  a  fort  of  Beard- 
I^Corn,  which,  tho'  it  refembles  Wheat,  is  never- 
thclefsof  a  different  Nature.  There  is  a  third  Sort  of 
Land,  which,  tho'  it  appears  barren,  produces  a  great- 
ly Revenue  than  all  the  reft;  it confifl:s  of  a  whitifli 
Earth  found  in  feveral  Parts  of  the  North-fide  of 
the  Ifland,  from  whence  they  get  fuch  a  great  Quanti-. 
ty  of  Salt,  that  it  fupplies  not  only  the  ifland, 
*ut  Part  of  the  Continent.  It  would  be  difficult  to 
&VC  a  Reafon  why  certain  Portions  of  Land,  itat- 
^r«l  up  and  down  ^  Country,  flv)uld  be  fo  full  of 
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Salt  as  not  to  produce  a  Blade  of  Grafs,  while  the 
contiguous  Lands  are  very  fruitful  in  Corn  and  Cot- 
ton ;  it  alfo  frequently  happens  that  the  fruitful  SoiJ 
grows  full  of  Salt,  whUe  the  Salt  'Earth  becomes  fit 
to  bear  Corn, 

Thefe  are  thofe  Secrets  of  Nature  which  Human 
Wifdom  in  vain  endeavours  to  difcover,  and  whidi 
ought  to  increafc  our  Admiration  of  the  Power  and 
Greatnefs  of  the  Author  of  Nature. 


>\  vv- 


^e  Third  Province  of  the  Empire  0/  CuiiAAy 

Kiang  fi. 

•y  H I S  Province  is  bounded  on  the  North  by  that 
of  Kiang  nan^  on  the  Wefl  by  Hou  quango  on  the 
South  by  ^ang  tong^  and  it  has  on  the  Em  Fo  kien 
and  X^be  kiang  -,  the  Mountains  which  it  has  to  the 
South,  and  which  join  to  thofe  of  the  Provinces  of 
^ang  ton^  and  Fo  kienj  are  almoft  inacceffible ;  but 
we  may  difcover  afterwards  very  fine  Vallies,-  and  the 
Country  thereabouts  is  very  well  cultivated. 

Neverthelefs  it  is  {o  well  peopled,  that,  tho*  it  is  fo 
very  fruitful,  it  docs  not  yield  much  more  Rice  than 
what  ia  fufficient  tg  nounfh  its  Inhabitants:  Befidcs 
they  are  accounted  of  a  very  fordid  Difpofition,  and 
their  covetous  Humour  draws  upon  them  the  Jeto 
of  the  Chinefe  of  the  other  Provinces:  Otherwife thejr , 
have  an  excellent  Genius,  and  this  Province  furnilhcSj 
a  great  many  Learned  Mcm  who  obtain  the  Degrees^ 
and  advance  themfelves  in  the  Magiflracy. 

Kiang  ft  is  watered  with  Brooks,  Lakes,  and  Ri- 
vers, which  abound  with  all  manner  of  Fi/h,  efpc* 
cially  with  Salmon,  Trout,  and  Sturgeon.  The. 
Mountains,  with  which  the  Province  is  furrounckd> 
are  either  cover'd  with  Wood,  or  famous  for  their 
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Minerals,  Simfiles,  and  Phyfical  Herbs.  The  Soil 
produces  all  the  NeceflSiries  of  Life  in  great  Plenty, 
and  is  very  rich  in  Mines  of  Gold^  Silver,  LesK)> 
Iron  and  Tin.  They  make  here  very  fine 
Stu^ ;  and  their  Wine,  whkh  is  made  of  Rice,  is 
reckoftM  delicious  by  the  Chin^fe.  It  is  above  all  fa- 
mous for  the  fin^  China  Ware  which  is  n>ade  at  Ki?^ 
te  icinngy  and  for  the  Rice  it  produces,  which  is 
much  OTceni*d  in  the  Empire ;  at  Kiat^  fi  they  foad 
many  of  the  Imperial  Barks  with  it. 

The  Flower  Lien  hoa^  which  is  0HKh  v^ned  in 
China^  is  found  almoft  every  where,  bus  gro\(^  chiefly 
in  L^es,  like  the  Nenuphar  in  Europe j  which  is  foiund 
in  Standiing- Waters,  but  it  is  very  dii^rent  from 
Nenuphar  both  in  Root,  Bk>ffi>m,  and  Fruit:  No- 
thing is  more  agreeable  than  tx>  fee  whole  Lakes  full 
of  Flowers,  improved  and  renewM  every  Year  by  the 
Sfed  which  tMj  fow  i  the  great  Le^ds^  keep  thefe 
Flowers  in  little  Ponds^  and  fonietimes  in  great  Vef- 
fek,  filled  wkh  Mud  and  Walter,  whkh  they  place  in- 
their  Gacdens  and  Courts^  by  way  of  Qrnanaent. 

This  Flower,  which  rifes  above  the  Water  twa 
or  diree  Cubits,  is  not  unlike  our  Tulips,  and  has  a 
little  Ball  fupported  by  a  fn^all  Filament,  like  that 
which  i&  foonid  in  LilHes  ;  its  Colour  is  either  Vio- 
let, or  White,  or  part  Red  and  pzxt  White ;  its  Smell 
very  a^ceable,  the  Fruk  is  as  big  as  a  Nut,  and  the 
Kernel  which  it  includes  is  white  and  of  a  good 
Tafle  :  The  Pkyficians  eflseem  it,  and  think  it  is  ol 
^  nourifl>ing  and  ftrengthening  Nature,  therefore  they 
preforibe  it' to  thofe  who  are  weak,  or  thofe  who  af- 
ter a  great  Sicknefe  recover  their  Streng^  wkh  Dif- 
ficulty. Its  Leaves  are  long,  and  fwim  upoa  the  Wa- 
ter, communicating  with  the  Root  by  long  Strings ; 
the  Gardeners  ufc  them  to  wrap  up  their  Goods^ ;  tl>e 
Root  is  knotty,  like  that  of  Reeds^  and  the  Pith  and 
Pulp  arc  very  white ;  it  is  reckoned  very  good,  and 
much  eaten,  efpecially  in  Sumnier,  becaufe  k  is  very 
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ceding.  There  is  nothing  in  this  Plant  but  what  is 
ufeful,  for  they  make  of  it  even  a  kind  of  Meal, 
which  is  employ'd  for  different  Purpofes. 

The  River  Kan  hang  divides  the  whole  Province 
into  two  Parts,  which  contain  thirteen  Cities  of  the 
Firft  Order,  and  feventy  eight  of  the  Second  and 
Third  Orders. 

The  Firfi  Cityy   Capital  of  the  Province  Nan 

tchang  fou. 

T  H  i  S  is  one  of  the  beft  Cities  which  are  lituated 
on  the  Banks  of  fine  Rivers :  It  was  formerly  deftroyy 
by  the  Tartars^  whole  Yoke  it  refufcd  to  bear ;  for 
which  reafon  they  burnt  it,  and  there  remained  no- 
thing of  it  but  the  Walls ;  but  it  is  fmce  rebuilt. 

The  Circumference  of  the  Walls  is  not  very  great ; 
the  River  is  pretty  deep  in  the  Harbour  5  but  that 
which  makes  it  fo  great  a  Trading-Place  arc  the 
Canals  and  Rivers,  from  whence  they  may  land  on 
all  Sides:  It  is  not  far  from  the  great  Lake  Poyang. 
At  the  end  of  this  Lake  the  River  pafles,  which 
comes  from  the  Southern  Extremity  of  the  Province, 
after  having  received  almoft  all  the  Rivers  of  this 
Country  into  its  Channel. 

The  China  Ware,  which  is  made  in  the  Diftrid  of 
lao  tcheoufoUy  built  upon  the  Eaftern  Side  of  the 
fame  Lake,  is  the  Merehandife  on  which  all  its  Com- 
merce depends,  and  which  draws  hither  a  great  Num^ 
bcr  of  Merchants  from  all  the  Provinces ;  for  that 
Ibrt  oi  China  Ware,  which  is  made  at  Canton  iw  the 
Province  of  Fo  kien^  and  iij  fome  other  Places,  is  not 
fo  much  eftecm'd  in  China^  as  Earthen .  Ware  is  in 
Europe :  Strangers  cannot  be  miftaken  in  it,  for  it  is  as 
white  as  Snow,  does  not  fhine^  nor  is  ftain*d  with  any 
Icind  of  Colour. 

It  is  likely  that  the  Water  of  thcPlace,  where  they 
make  this  China  Ware,  contributes  to  its  Beauty  and 
Goodnefs  j  for  they  do  not  fiiccecd  fp  well  in  othcy 

Pkces, 


China,  Chinese-Tart ARY,  ^c.       153 

Places,  although  they  make  ule  of  the  fame  Mate- 
rials. Thefe  Materials  are  not  only  found  upon  the 
Confines  of  this  Province,  but  in  a  like  Place  upon  the 
Confines  of  the  Province  Kiang  nan  \  but  what  Sort  of 
Earth,  and  how  it  is  to  be  work'd,  Ihall  be  fliewn  in 
the  Sequel  of  this  Work :  And  as  a  Defcription  only 
is  not  fufficient  to  diftinguifh  exaftly  the  Stones  and 
Earth  which  they  make  ufe  of,  I  have  had  fome  Sam- 
ples fcnt  me  from  China  of  thefe  different  Materials, 
ivhich  are  in  the  Poffeflion  of  the  learned  Mn  Be 
Reaumur^  one  of  the  illuftrious  Members  of  the  Aca- 
demy of  Sciences,  who  is  very  capable  of  finding  the 
like,  if  there  is  any  in  France. 

There  are  eight  Cities  depending  on  Nan  tcbangj 

'  whereof  fevep  are  of  the  Third,  and  one  only  of  the 
Second  Order.  Its  Fields  are  fo  well  cultivated,  that 
they  fcarce  find  Places  where  their  Cattle  may  graze. 

;  It  has  always  fiirnilhed  a  great  maay  Learned  Men, 
and  is  full  of  Perfons  of  Diftindlion. 

.  Here  the  Viceroy  keeps  his  Court,  and  here  live  fc- 
veral  confiderable  Officers  and  Magiftrates  :  Under 
the  preceding  Dynafty  many  Princes  of  the  Imperial 

!  Family  refided  here,  whofe  Fortune  was  incumbered, 
but  not  without  Luftre :  At  prefent  all  the  Princes  arc 
at  Court,  and  are  not  permitted  to  retire  from  it. 

!  7Z>(?  Second  City^  lao  tcheou  fou. 

I  THIS  City,  which  has  in  its  Jurifdiftion  ftven  other  ' 
Cities  of  the  Third  Order,  is  veiy  finely  fituated,  and 
ftands  upon  the  Northern  Bank  of  the  Lake  Poyang^ 
and  is  furroundcd  with  Rivers  which  run  into  tm$ 
Lake.  The  whole  Country  is  fl^t,  and  the  Rivers 
which  water  it  render  it  extremely  fertile;  but  abovq 

I  s|ll  it  is  famous  for  the  fine  China  Ware  which  is  made 
m  a  Town  in  its  Diftrift,  call'd  King  te  tching. 

This  Town,  where  the  beft  Makers  of  China  Ware 
live,  is  as  populous  as  the  greateft  Cities  of  Cbina^  and 
^jmt9  nothing  but  Walls  to  make  it  a  City.    Thefe 
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Races  arc  called  Tchmg^  that  arc  of  great  Rcfort  and 
Commerce,  but  not  WalPd.  They  compute  in  du5 
Town  more  than  1,000,000  of  Souis :  They  confumc 
here  every  Day  more  than  10,000  Lx)ads  of  Rice, 
and  above  a  1000  Hogs,  without  mentioning  other 
Animals  which  they  feed  upon.  The  Lodgings  of  the 
great  Merchants  take  up  a  vaft  Space,  and  contain 
a  prodigious  Number  of  Workmen. 

King  te  tching  is  a  League  and  a  half  long,  ftanding 
on  the  Side  of  a  fine  River,  and  is  not  a  confufed 
Heap  of  Houfcs,  as  one  would  imagine  •,  the  Streets 
arc  very  long,  and  cut  and  crols  one  another  at  a  ccr- 
tam  Diliancc  ;  all  the  Ground  is  made  ufe  of,  fo 
thit  the  Houfes  are  rather  too  much  confin'd,  and  the 
Streets  too  narrow  j  in  going  through  them  one 
feems  to  be  in  the  middle  of  a  Fair,  and  hears  on  all 
fides  the  Noifc  the  Porters  make  to  clear  the  Way. 

The  Charge  of  Living  is  here  much  more  confidcr- 
able  than  at  lao  tcbeou^  becaufe  they  fetch  from  other 
Places  every  thing  they  confume,  even  to  the  Wood 
they  burn  in  their  Stoves,  which  at  prefcnt  comes  near 
z  hundred  Leagues  off.  Yet,  notwithftanding  the  dear- 
nefs  of  Provifions,  this  Place  is  the  Refuge  of  an  infi- 
nite number  of  po9r  Families,  who  have  not  where- 
on to  fubfift  in  the  Cities  round  about.  Here  is 
Employment  for  the  Young  and  the  Weak,  and 
even  the  Rlind  and  the  Lame  get  their  Livelyhood  by 
grinding  the  Colours.  Formerly  they  computed  here 
but  300  Stove?  for  China  Ware,  now  they  amount  to 
about  500. 

King  te  tching  is  fituated  in  a  Pl^n  environ*d  with 
high  Mountains ;  that  towards  the  Eaft,  on  whofc 
Side  it  ftands,  forms  outwardly  a  fort  of  a  Semi-circle. 
The  Mountains  which  are  on  the  Side  give  PaflTage 
to  two  Rivers  which  unite ;  one  is  little,  the  odief 
very  great,  and  forms  a  fine  Port  near  a  League  long 
in  a  great  Bafon,  Where  it  lofes  much  of  its  Rapidity : 
One  fees  fometimes  in  this  vaft  Space  two  or  three 
]R.o  A^s  of  Barks  following  one  another. 
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When  we  enter  by  one  of  the  Str^ighu  into  the^ 
Port,  the  Vortices  of  Flame  and  Smoke,  which  rife  in 
different  Places,  caufe  one  immediately  to  obfcrvc 
the  Extent,  the  Breadth,  and  Windings  of  King  tc 
Ubing  ;  at  Night  it  feems  like  a  vaft  City  on  fire, 
or  like  a  great  Furnace  which  has  many  Vent-holes. 
Strangers  are  not  permitted  to  lie  at  King  te  icbing  \ 
they  muft  either  pafs  the  Night  in  their  Barks,  or 
Iddge  with  their  Acquaintance,  who  pafs  their  Word 
for  their  Conduft,  This  Policy,  joined  to  that  which 
is  obferv'd  Night  and  Day  in  the  Town,  in  the  fkme 
manner  as  In  the  Cities,  keeps  every  tbirig  in  Order, 
and  eftabUfhes  perfeft  Security,  in  a  Race  whole 
Riches  would  excite  the  Defire  of  an  in&aite  num- 
ber of  Thieves. 

^tbe  Third  City^  Koang  fin  fou. 

ALTHOUGH  thi^  City  i$  fityated  in  the  midft  of 
MouQtaiils,  which  for  the  moft  part  are  very  high^  and ' 
of  a  great  Extent,  the  Country  i^  not  the  Jete  fertifc 
or  inhabited  5  a  great  many  of  thefc  MotU3itain$  arc 
divided  into  plow'd  Grounds,  which  yield  in  nothing 
to  the  moft  fertite  Plains,  and  contain  a  great  m^ny 
Towns  and  Villa^s.  Some  of  the  Mountains  are  ' 
covecM  with  Fotefts,  and  others  produce  a  fine  Cry- 
fej :.  They  make  ftere  very  good  Paper,  and  the  beft 
Omdlfes.  in  the  Empire. 

Air  this  Country  borders  upon  the  Provinces  ofPb 
kien  and  Tcbe  kia^g  )  it  is:  fe  eafy  to.  tab^  Refuge  in 
the  Mountains,  that  it  gave  an  Occafion  fornjerly  to 
Thieves  of  committing  Robberies  unpunifhed,  and  the 
Emperor  kept  a  ftrong  Garrifon  in  the  City  to  purfue 
them.  As  the  Entrance  into  the  Province  on  this 
fide  is  through  narrow  Lanes,  which  the  Mountains 
lock  up  on  both  Sicjes,  it  is  very  eafy  to  defend  thefe 
Pafl&gcs,  and,  in  cafe  of  an  Infurredionofa  Neigh- 
bouring Province,  to  fecure  themfelves  from  an  In- 
vafion.  The  Jnnfdi6tiotio(  Koang  Jin  fou  contains 
fcven  Cities  of  the  Third  Order.  ^d. 
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TJ^  Fourth  City,  Nan  hang  fou. 

THIS  City,  which  has  in  its  Diftrift  but  four  Cities 
of  the  Third  Order,  is  fituated  upon  the  Banks  of  I 
the  celebrated  Lake  Po  yang.  This  Lake  is  thirty 
Leagues  long,  and  about  forty  broad  ;  it  affords  all 
forts  of  excellent  Fifh,  and  divides  into  two  Parts  * 
this  Diftrift  of  the  Province  :  The  Fields  produce 
great  Quantities  of  Rice,  Wheat,  Fruits,  and  Pulfc. 
The  Mountains  are  partly  cultivated,  and  partly  co- 
vered with  thick  Woods,  fome  whereof  are  five  Leagues 
in  length :  A  fort  of  Hemp  grows  about  the  City,  of 
which  they  make  Cloaths  very  convenient  for  Summer. 

^e  Fifth  Cityj  Kieou  kiang  fou. 

THIS  is  a  large  and  very  great  trading  City  ;  it  is 
fituated  upon  the  Southern  Bank  of  the  River  Tang 
tfe  kiangj  and  nigh  the  Place  where  the  great  Lake 
Po  yang  unites  with  the  River ;  fo  that  it  is  incompaffed 
with  Water  on  the  North  and  Eaft.  It  is  the  Ren- 
dezvous of  all  the  Barks  which  go  and  come  from 
the  other  Cities  of  this  Province,  and  the  Provinces 
of  Kiang  nan  and  Hou  quang.  Although  it  is  a  hun- 
dred Leagues  diftant  from  the  Sea,  they  take  in  the 
River,  which  wafhes  its  Walls,-  Salmon,  Dolphins  and 
Sturgeon  :  It  ebbs  and  flows  every  New  and  Full 
Moon,  and  its  Waters  glide  fo  flowly  from  the  City  to 
the  Sea,  that  its  Current  is  fcarcely  perceivable. 

The/ixtb  City  J  Kien  tchang  fou. 

THIS  City  flands  upon  the  Frontier  of  the  Pro- 
vince Fo  kieny  in  a  pleaiant  and  fruitful  Country. 
Five  Cities  of  the  Third  Order  are  dependant  on  it ; ' 
it  is  now  famous,  but  was  much  more  fo  formerly. 
The  Wine  which  they  make  here  of  Rice  is  pretty 
go«d,  but  the  common  Rice  is  little  valued,  and  the 
People  of  Note  fetch  it  for  their  own  Ufe  from  an 
adjacent  City  j  yet  they  have  a  fort  of  red  Rice,  which 
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is  pleafant  to  the  Tafte,  and  very  wholefbme.  They 
make  here  a  fort  of  Cloth  of  Hemp,  which  is  cfteem^d 
and  made  ufe  of  during  the  Heat  of  Sdmmer. 

Jh  Seventh  Cityj  Vou  tcheou  fou,  or  Fou  tcheou  fou. 

THIS  City  is  fituated  upon  the  Bank  of  a  River,  in 
a  great  and  pretty  fertile  Plain  ;  the  Circumference 
of  its  Walls  is  larger  than  any  City  of  France^  ex- 
cept Paris :  Its  Jurifdiftion  reaches  twenty  or  five 
and  twenty  Leagues  •,  fix  Cities  of  the  Third  Order 
belong  to  it. 

If  one  may  judge  of  it  from  what  remains,  it 
was  before  the  late  Wars  one  of  the  moft  flourifh- 
ing  Cities  in  the  Empire ;  but  fince  it  was  fack*d 
by  the  Tartars^  it  is  nothing  but  a  Heap  of  Rub- 
bifli,  among  which  there  are  here  and  there  fome 
Houfes,  which  they  endeavour  to  repair,  and  which 
form  forts  of  Hamlets,  Villages,  and  Towns,  within 
the  Circumference  of  the  City,  except  on  the  Eaft 
Side,  which  is  well  built,  where  moft  of  the  Manda- 
rins Tribunals  are  fituated. 

They  reckon  in  the  City  and  Suburbs  there  arc 
near  forty  or  fifty  thoufand  Souls  .  The  Country 
is  likewife  very  populous,  and  very  well  hn- 
prov'd.  In  many  Places  they  have  tw6  Crops  of^ 
Rice  every  Year,  and  it  is  from  the  Diftrift  of  this 
City  that  they  take,  moft  commonly,  the  greateft  Part 
of  the  Rice,  which  the  Province  is  oWig*d  to  fur- 
nifli  every  Year  to  the  Emperor :  .  The  Rice  herea- 
bouts is  very  good,  and  white  as  Snow. 
'  The  Air  is  fine  and  very  wholefome  j  nothing  can 
be  more  pleafant  than  its  Mountains,  from  whence 
iffue  fevenal  Brooks  and  Rivers,  which  water  the 
v^hole  Country,  and  render  it  fruitful.  They  have 
alfo  Provifion  in  abundance  :  Figs  grow  here, 
very  well.  A  Miflionary  in  this  Place  planted 
Vines  in  his  Garden,  which  bore  very  good  black 
Grapes,  of  which  he  made  Wine  ;  but  as  for  other 
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Fruits  they  hardly  ccmie  to  Pcricftioil,  probably  bfr 
caufe  the  Soil  is  too  moift. 

itbe  Eighth  City,  Lin  kiang  fou* 

IN  the  Jurifdiftion  of  this  City,  and  at  dirft 
Leagues  diftance  upon  the  Bank  of  a  great  River, 
which  coming  frOm  the  South  runs  throi^h  all  the 
Province ,  there  (lands  a  Tcbing  or  Town ,  in 
which  there  is  a  great  Trade  for  Drugs  and  Simples, 
bccaufe  it  is  a  noted  Port,  where  the  Barks  loaded 
with  Medicinal  Herbs,  of  which  they  compofe  their 
Remedies,  refort  from  all  the  Southern  Parts,  and 
where  they  come  from  other  Provinces  to  purdiafe 
them.  As  for  the  City  itfelf,  it  is  but  thinly  |)ea- 
pled>  has  but  little  Trade,  and  they  live  very  Ipariiig- 
ly  therein ;  and  they  fay  of  it,  by  way  of  Derifion,  that 
one  Hog  ferves  the  whole  City  two  Days*  There  ait 
but  four  Cities,  and  thofe  of  the  Third  Order,  de- 
pendant on  it. 

It  is  fituate  two  Les^es  and  a  half  from  the  Great 
River,  and  (lands  upon  the  Banks  of  the  River  Tu  h. 
Its  Soil  is  good,  and  the  Climate  wholefome ::  Thejr 
have  excellent  Oranges,  which  they  tranfport  into 
the  adjacent  Provinces,  and  is  the  chiefeft  Brafldi  of 
their  Commerce.  The  Mountains  round  about  are 
cither  covered  with  great  Trees,  or  are  cultivated 
in  the  manner  of  Terras- Walks,  rifing  one  above 
another. 

^e  Ninlh  Cityy  Ki  ngan  fou. 

NINE  Cities  of  the  Third  Odcar  are  under . 
the  Jurifdi<9aon  of  This,  which  k  fituated  on  the 
Banks  o[  the  River  Kan  hiang.  It  is  here  that  <k)C 
begins  to  perceive  the  Danger  of  going  60^^ 
this  River;  the  Water  running  with  great  Swift* 
ticfi  amongft  Rooks,  which  lie  juft  beneath  the 
Surface  of  it,  one  runs  the  Risk  of  petiihing,  with- 
out a  skilful  Pilot  j    thofe  B^rks  which  have  norft 
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ffdvide  them  ift  this  City  to  guide  them  through 
diefc  dangerous  Places,  at  leaft  they  hire  Men  to  aflift 
in  navigating  the  Bark  ;  for  there  are  eighteen 
(Currents,  which  require  much  Strength  and  Dexteri- 
ty, either  going  up  or  coming  down :  They  call  it 
the  fa  tan  :  Although  the  Country  is  uneven,  the 
Vallies  and  Fields  are  neverthelefs  agreeable  and  v  fer- 
tile. They  fay  dut  the  Mountains  afford  Mines  of 
Gold  and  Silver. 

^e  Tenth  City^  Choui  tcheou  fou. 

THIS  City  is  fituated  upon  the  Banks  of  an  Arih' 
of  the  Kan  kiang :  7  wo  Enclofurcs  of  the  Walls  make 
it  rcfcmble  two  Cities,  which  are  fcparated  by  a  Ri- 
ver that  •  is  navigable  for  great  Bolts  all  the  Year 
round,  efpecially  from  February  to  Augufty  when  it 
is  fwelPd  by  the  Rains. 

Thefc  two  Enclofur^  communicate  with  one  ano- 
ther by  two  Bridges,  one  of  Stone,  which  has  more 
th^  ten  Arches  well  built,  and  the  other  is  of 
Boats,  which  rife  or  fmk  according  as  the  Water  in- 
ms^ts  Kx  decreafes.  In  one  ofth^fe  Enclofurcs,  whidi 
they  call  the  North  City,  all  the  Mandarins  of  what 
dc^  foever  make  their  Abode,  IVIandarins  of  the 
Ptofde,  Mandarins  of  Arms,  and  Mandarins  of  Li- 
terature 5  they  likewife  call  it  the  Mandarin  City.  The 
other  Inclofure,  which  they  call  the  South  City,  in- 
clu(ks  all  the  FamUks  of  Note^  the  Burghers,  and 
the  Cotnmon  People  *,  there  is  tKit  one  Mandarin.  As 
the  Gates  of  both  the  Cities  alt  feiit  during  the 
Nigl^,  if  there  Ihould  happen  any  Difturbance  in 
this  laft,  the  Mandarin  could  ndt  remedy  it  as  loan 
as  might  be  neceflary  in  ibme  Cded^ 

The  Air  is  mild,  and  fo  wbokfome  that  they 
Jtttve  given  it  the  Name  of  Ha^y.  The  Cduntry  is 
^taer'd  with  Rivulets,  in  which  they  find  Partides 
of  Gold  and  Silver.  Its  Fields  arc  very  fertMe,  and 
yiet4  Rke  eneiigh,   befides  whdit  chey  uie  to  pay 

the. 
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the  Tribute  to  the  Emperor,  The  Mountains  and 
Forefts  round  about  make  an  .agreeable  Prolpeft: 
They  get  Lapis  Lazuli  out  of  thefe  Mountains. 

^tbe  Eleventh  City,   Yuen  tcheou  fou. 

THIS  City  yields  to  none  in  regard  of  the  Fruit- 
fbbieis  of  its  Soil,  and  the  Plenty  of  every  thing 
•  which  can  be  dcfir*d  5  it  ftands  upon  the  Banks  of  the 
River  2u  ho.  There  is  in  its  Out-parts  a  little  Lake 
bordered  with  Plcafure-Houfes,  where  its  Inhabitants 
go.  often  to  regale  themfclves  •,  it  furnifhes  the  reft 
of  the  Empire  with  Plenty  of  Vitriol  and  AUum ;  as 
for  the  reft,  its  Liberties  are  fmall,  for  they  contain 
but  four  Citits  of  the  Third  Order. 

The  Twelfth  Cityy  Kan  tcheou  fou. 

• 

THIS  is  a  City  of  gre^t  Refort,  which  may  be 
comparM  for  its  Extent  to  Roan  ;  it  is  fitu^Mcd  on 
the  River  from  which  it  has  its  Name,  although  it 
receives  another  in  this  Place,  which  they  call  Tchang 
'  bo  :  It  is  almoft  as  great  a  Trading-  Place  as  ti^ 
Capital. 

They   lay  there  is   an    abundance  of  Medicinal 
Herbs  in  its  Mountains,  as  well  as  in  thofe  of  ^^^^ 
'finfou^  at  the  Bottom  of  which  the  Chief  of  the  Bon- 
ze Too  Jftiy   known   by  the  magnificent   Name   of 
.    Tienfe^  that  is.  Heavenly  Mafter,  has  his  Refidcnce. 
Between  Kan  tcheou  and  Nan  ngan,   which  I  fliall 
ipeak  of  prefently,   there  are  nothing  but  Defarts ; 
but  from  Kan  tcheou  to  Nan  tchang^  that  is,  for  more 
than  fixty  Leagues  by  the  River,  the  Country  is  de- 
lightful, populous  and  fertile, 

A  Day's  Journey  from  Kan  tcheou  is  that  very  rapid 
Current,  twenty  leagues  in  length,  which  I  mention- 
ed in  the  Delcription  of  the  City  Ki  ngan  fou.    When 
'    we  have  once  paffc  this  dangerous  Place,  we  come  into 
a  fine  River,  fijc  times  larger  than  the  Seine  at  Roan^ 

and 
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and  fo  corcr'd  with  Barks,  that  at  any  Hour  of  the 
Day  one  may  count  more  than  fifty  Ships  of  Burden 
under  Sail, 

This  Country  bordering  upon  the  Provinces  of 
Hou  quango  Fo  kien^  and  ^ang  tong^  was  formerly 
infefted  with  Robbers,  on  account  of  the  Facility  of 
flying  out  of  one  Province  into  another ;  they  efta- 
blifli'd  here  a  Tao  ye^  which  is  a  Governor  of  two 
Cities  of  the  Firft  Order :  They  erefted  here  like- 
yr&t  a  Cuftom-Houfe,  to  receive  the  Duties  on  Mer-. 
chandizes,  which  are  tranfported  on  the  two  Rivers. 

Near  the  Walls  of  Kan  tcheou^   and  where  thefc 

two  Rivers  unite,  there  is  a  Bridge  of  Boats,   which 

are  faften'd  to  one  another  with  Iron  Chains :  Near 

this  Bridge  is  the  Office,  where  a  Receiver  comes  every 

Day  to  vifit  the  Barks,  and  examine  whether  they  have 

paid  the  Duty  which  I  mentioned  before :    One  of 

thefe  Boats  belonging  to  the  Bridge  is  fo  contrived, 

I  that  they  can  open  a  Paflage  to  let  the  Barks  through  ; 

i  but  it  is  not  done  till  after  they  have  been  examined. 

The  Jurifdidion  of  this  City  extends  a  great  Way, 

for  it  contains  twelve  Towns  of  the  Third  Order ;  but 

what  is  moft  remarkable  is,  that  its  Soil  produces  a 

ptat  many   of  the  Trees  from  which   the  Varniih 

diftills,    and    this  Varnifh  is  reckoned   the  beft  in 

Qma. 

fbe  TTnrteentb  City^  Nan  ngan  fou, 

THIS  is  the  moft  Southern  City  of  the  Province ; 
it  is  as  large  as  Orleans^  populous,  aild  handfbme, 
has  a  great  Trade,  and  is  a  Place  of  much  Refort :  It 
;  is  here  that  they  muft  land  all  the  Merchandizes 
which  are  tranfported  from  the  Province  of  ^ang^ 
fong.  Its  Suburbs  are  larger  than  the  City;  there 
arc  but  four  Cities  of  the  Third  Order  dependant 
on  it. 

To  go  from   Nan  ngan  to  Nan  hiong^  which  is 

the  firft  City  you  come  to  in  the  Province  of  ^ang 

Vo  L,  I.  M  tong^j 
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t6nj;f  ^  you  muft  go  about  ten  Leagues  by  Land :  At 
the  end  of  two  Leagues  there  is  a  Mountain,  ,fo  fteep 
that  they  have  cut  it  like  Stain  i  at  the  Top  of  the 
Mountain  there  is  a  Rock  about  forty  Foot  deep, 
through  which  they  were  obliged  to  cut,  to  open  a 
Paflagci,  Although  Xhefe  Mountains  are  not  cultivatedj> 
tlj^e  Spaces  between  them  are,  and  proiducc  as  mudi 
Rice  ais  the  moft  fruitful  Vallies. 


Tbe  Fourth  Province  of  the  Empire  of  China, 

Fo  kien. 

'^HIS  is  one  of  the  leaft,  and  yet  one  of  the 
richeft  Provinces  of  the  Empire;  its  Situation  is 
commodious  for  Navigation  and  Commerce,  the  Cli- 
mate is  hot,  but  the  Air  is  very  pure  and  healthy ; 
As  Part  of  it  borders  upon  the  Sea,  they  take  dierc 
a  great  Quantity  of  Fifli,  which  are  driw  and  falted 
in  order  to  be  carried  into  the  Midland  Provinces  of 
the  Empire :  Its  Shores  are  very  uneven,  by  reafon  of 
the.  Number  and  Variety  of  its  Bays  ;  there  are  many 
Fortrefles  built  there  to  guard  the  Coafts :  It  con- 
tains nine  Fou^  or  Cities  of  the  Firft  Rank,  and  fixty 
Hietty  or  Cities  of  the  Third  Rank  :  Among  the  nine 
Fou  is  reckoned  Tai  ouan^  Capital  of  the  Ifle  of  For- 
mtfa :  Its  Mountains,  by  the  Induftry  of  the  ClnneL 
are  almoft  every  where  difpofed  into  a  kind  of  Amphi- 
theaters, with  Terraflcs  placed  one  above  another,  and 
all  covered  with  Rice ;  the  Fields  are  watered  by 
great  Rivers  and  Springs  that  iffue  from  the  Moun- 
tains, which  the  Husbandmen  conduct  in  fuch  a 
Inanner  as  to  overflow  the  Rice  when  they  pleafc, 
becaufe  it  grows  beft  in  watry  Ground  5  they  have 
got  the  Secret  of  raifing  the  Water  to  the  Top  of  the 
higheft   Mountains^  which,  they  convey  from  onp 

Mountain 
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Mountain  to  ajnodior.  by  Pipes  cof  Bamboo,  whichi^is 
fcnmd.'in  great  QsaAUCieS' in  this  Province. 

Befides  that  the  Provin<:e  oiT  F^kim  abounds  with 
cycry  thing  that:  gjrows.in  moft  other,  Provinces  of 
the  Empirfttbc  Commerce  which  the  Inhabitants  have) 
with  Japattj  the  PbilippineSy  the  Iflaqd  of  Ffirmofay 
Jm}a^  Camhyaj  Siam^  &c.  renders  it  extremely  rich : 
They  have  Muski  Preciou$  Stones,.  Quick-filver,  Sijk, 
Hcmpcn-GIothj.  Gallico,  Steel,  and  all  forts  of  Uten- 
ffls  wramght'  to  the  greateft  Pcrfeftion  ;  apd  they  imr 
peitfrom.Qther.  Countries  Gloves,  Cinnamon,  Pepper^ 
&ndal<-wQod^  Amber,  Corai^  and,  many  other  Com- 
modities of  thia  Nature :   Its  Mountains  ^re  coveral.: 
with  Tr^s  fit  for  building,  of  Ships.:  They  hjive  Mines 
of  Lead  and  Isoti ;  'tis,  fuppofcd  they  have  alfo  Gold: 
and  Silveu,.  bm  it  is.  forbidden  to  dig  for  thefe  un- 
der Paift  of  Deatji*     A3  for  Fi:uit  it  produces  excel- 
j  lent  Oi:ange^  larger  diap  copmoii,,  which  have  the 
Taftc  and  Smell  of  Mufcadine  Grapes ;  the  Peel  oC' 
thqfe  Qracge*  Qoo»5^  off  eafily^  it*  is  diicfc,  aijd.  of  a 
I  P^Utet  Colottr »  t^y  preferve  t^hem  with  Suga?,  ai^d^ 
fetid  chem  to^  Qtben  ProviQ.ces :    liefides-  tKele  there  ar^. 
fee  ted  Oranges^  of  wfeich  yfp  fcave  given  a  Defcrip- 
ti^a  ia  another  l^lace.    The  moft  remarkable  Things. 
^  gwm  here,  a3  well  aa  in  the  Province  of  ^ang 
^^%  aie  two  forts,  of  Fruits  peculiar  to  Ci4.na^  which 
8fc  highly  valued,  viz.  Li  chi  and  Long  yuen^  which 
art  mentioned  in  the  Beginning  of  this  Work  :  I  only 
^  that  there  is  hardly  any  Fruit  in  the  World  tq 
be  compared  to  Li  chi  tor  its  Dclicioufncfs,  efpecially 
|(  it  be  that  Sort  which  has  a  fmall  Stone  or  Kernel 
in  it.    The  Plant  called  Tten  boa  which  grows  there, 
^d  the  Dyers  ufe  to   dye  Blue,    is  much    more 
cftcemcd  than  that"  which  grows  in  other  Provinces. 

Every  City  there  has  its  particular  Dialeft,  differ- 
ent from  the  reft,  which  is  very  incommodious  tp 
Travdlcrs :  The  Mand^ine  Language  is  generally 
l^kc  by  all^  exotpt  by  a  few  of  ^c  learned  Men  in 

Ma  this 
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this  Province:  Bcfidcs  they  have  naturally  a  good 
Genius,  and  apply  thenjfelvcs  vigoroufly  to  the  Study 
of  the  Chinefe  Sciences  :  For  this  reafon  you  fee  great 
Numbers  of  good  Scholars  come  out  of  this  Province, 
who  arrive  to  great  Preferments  in  the  State. 

The  firft  Capital  City  of  the  Province^  Fou  tcheou  fovu 

THIS  is  the  firft  and  moft  confiderable  City  of 
the  Province,  nine  Cities  of  the  Third  Order  arc  un- 
der its  Jurifdiftion ;  befides  the  Viceroy,  thelntendant 
General  of  this  and  the  Province  of  Tcbe  hang  refides 
there ;  it  is  chiefly  famous  on  account  of  its  Situation, 
Commerce,  Multitude  of  learned  Men,  the  Fertility 
of  its  Soil,  fine  Rivers  that  carry  the  largeft  Barks  of 
China  almoft  up  to  its  Walls,  and  laftly  for  a  fiirprif- 
ing  Bridge  confifting  of  more  than  100  Arches,  all 
built  wi&  fine  white  Stones  acrols  the  Bay  \  all  its 
Hills  are  filled  with  Cedar,  Orange,  and  Limon- 
Trees. 

»  Throughout  the  Extent  of  its  Jurildidtion  they  make 
exceeding  fine  Sugar :  They  have  a  great  many  of  thofe 
Trees  that  bear  the  Fruits  U  cbi  and  Ltmgytien ;  the 
firft  is  fo  agreeable  to  the  Tafte,  that  when  you  eat 
it  you  know  not  when  to  have  done ;  the  fecond  is 
very  good,  but  lefs  efteemed  than  Li  cbi :  They  dry 
thefe  Fruits,  and  fend  them  to  all  Parts  of  the  Em- 
pire, and  no  doubt  they  are  as  agreeable  when  they 
are  dried  as  when  frefh  gathered;  befides  they  ar& 
very  wholfbme,  and  are  given  often  to  fick  People 

The  Second  City^  Tfuen  tcheou  fou. 

THE  Situation  of  this  City  is  moft  agreeable,,  and 
makes  it  a  place  of  very  great  Trade ;  it  is  built 
upon  a  Promontory,  and  almoft  furrounded  with  Wa- 
ter ;  the  largeft  Barks  enter  within  its  Walls ;  it  has 
in  its  Jurifdiftion  feven  Cities  of  the  Third  Rank  ; 
all  thefe  Cities  are  very  populous,  and  carry  on  a 
great  Trade  ;  the  Houfcs  arc  likcwife  convenient,  the 

Streets 
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Streets  paved  with  Brick,  including  two  Rows  of 
fquarc  Stones,  and  adorned  with  Triumpl^al  Arches : 
There  is  one  Temple  among  the  reft  that  defcrves 
particular  Notice,  having  two  Towers  built  of  Stone 
and  Marble,  each  of  which  has  feven  Stories,  and 
round  every  Story  there  are  Galleries  jutting  out  to 
walk  in.:  Not  far  from  the  City  there  is  a  Bridge, 
which  is  extraordinary  for  its  Magnificence  and  Beauty; 
it  is  built  with  a  kind  of  black  Stone,  and  has  no 
Arches,  but  is  fupported  by  above  300  Stone  Piers, 
that  terminate  on  each  Side  in  acute  Angles,  the  bet- 
ter to  break  the  Force  of  the  Current :  This  Bridge 
was  built  at  the  Expence  of  a  certain  Governor  of 
the  City,  who,  being  concerned  to  fee  an  infinite  Num- 
ber of  Boats  overfet  by  the  Violence  of  the  Tides,  was 
defirous  of  prefcrving  his  People  from  the  continual 
Danger  of  being  drowned  :  We  are  told  this  Work 
coft  him  1 ,400,000  Ducats.  From  this,  and  other 
Cities  in  its  Diftrift,  a  prodigious  Number  of  Vef- 
fcls  go  out  every  Hour,  ih  order  to  trafBck  among 
foreign  Nations. 

The  Third  Cityj  Kien  ning  fou. 

EIGHT  Cities  of  die  Third  Order  are  under 
the  Jurildidtion  of  this  Capital  City,  which  is  fituated 
on  the  Side  of  the  River  Attn  bo ,  'tis  a  Place  of 
plentiful  Trade,  becaufe  all  Commodities  that  arc 
carried  up  and  down  the  River  pafs  through  it : 
As  the  River  ceafes  to  be  navigable  near  the  City,' 
of  Pou  tching  hien^  which  is  aoout  thirty ,  Leagues 
from  Kten  ningy  the  Goods  are.  unloaded  there,  and 
Porters  carry  them  over  the  Mountains  to  a  large 
Town  nc:ar  Kiang  khan,  in  the  Province  of  Tche  kiangj 
to  embark  them  upon  another  River:  18000  Por- 
ters are  employed  there  to  attend  the  Barks,  who  get 
their  Living  by  pafling  and  repaffing  continually  over 
thefe  Mountains,  that  are  very  fteep,  and  Vallies  that 
are  equally  low  ;  they  have  endeavoured  to  level  this 

M  3  Road, 
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'Road  as  much  s^s  the  Nature  of  the  Ground  would 
permit  5  it  is  paved  with  fquare  Stones,  and  allaloEg 
there  are  little  Towns  filled  with  Inns  for  the  Accom- 
modation of  Travellers;  there  is  an- Office  fixed  ^t 
'Fou  tchtng  bUn  to  receive  Toll  of  all  Goods,  arid 
.  the  Revenue;  produced  thereby  is  appointed  for  kccp- 
^ingthe  Road  in  repair.     At  the  Time  when  the  I'^r* 
tars  conquered  China^  ^  Kien  ning  fuftained  two  Sieges, 
and  ft  ill  refufed  to  fubmit  to  the  Tartarian  Goverp-l 
ment ;  but  at  length  after  the  fecond  Siege,  which  laft- 
!cd'  a  'long  Time,  the  Tartars  took  it,   and  entirely 
..burnt  it, -and  put  all  the  Inhabitants  to  the  Sword; 
'the  greateft  Part  of  the  Houfes  have  been-  fince.  re- 
built^ but  lefs  magnificent  than  before :  -  Hard  by»  Kien 
:  fling  ftands  a  City  of  the  Second  Order,    called  ^ou 
;  ning  tcheou^  which  is .  pretty  Confiderable,  becaufe  it 
has'  Jurifdidion  over  two^  Cities  of  the  Third  Order, 
.  nnz.  Fou  ngan  hien^  and  Ning  te  hien  \  the  CounGy 
•^where  they  are  fituated  is  of  vaft  extent,-  but  almoft 
all  covered  with  Mountains  ;  thofe-towarxls  the'North 
^'arc  aimoft  inacceflible,  neverthelefir  nothing  r  is  want- 
ing there,   the  Sea  which  is  hard  by  furmfhes  if  plen- 
tifully with  all  AdNeceffarie^ofi' Life. 

The' Fourth  City^  ^  Ytn  ping  fou.    * 

"  *f  M  IS  City  is  placed  on  the  Side  of  a  Hill,  be- 
low which  runs  the  River  Afi«  bo ;  (b  agreeable aSi- 

.  tuation  makes  the  City*  look  like  an  Amphitheatre 
to  the  View  of  thofe  who  are  upon  the  Water,  who 
can  fee  diftiniftly  every  Part  oF  it :     It  is  not  very 

I  large,  but  pafles  for  one  of  the  moft  pleafant  D'ties 

of  the  Empire,  and  is  naturally  fortifyM  byinaccef- 

fible  Mountains :     In  this  City  the  ►  Water,  which 

comes  down  from  the  Mountains,  is  conveyed  by  Pipes 

into  every  Houfe,     There  is  another  thing  for  which 

this  City  is  fingular,  the  Inhabitants  univerially  fpeak 

the  Mandarine  Language,    which   is    that  of  the 

J^earned;   by    this  it  is  fixppofed  that  it  was  peo- 
pled 
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.  pled  at  firft  by  a  Colony  that  came  from  the  Pro-; 

•  vincc of  aS««^  nan:  The  Barks  of  the  whdie  Pro- 
vince pais  ixMtt  its  Walls.  Cba  inen^  which  is  one 
of  the  'Cities  under  its  Jurifdidion,  is  commonly 
called  The  Silver-^Cityj  by  reafbn  of  the  abundant 
Fruitfiilnefs  of  the  Lands  thereabouts ;  the  Soil  be- 
longing to  die  other  Cities  is  not  much  lefs  fertil. 

The  F^tb  Cityj  Ting  tcheou  fou. 

TH I S  -City  is  built  at  the  bottom  of  the  .Moun- 
tains, which  divide  the  Province  of  Fo  hen  from  that 
of  ^fig  ft:  Among  thefe  Mountams  there  are 
feme  all  cover'd  with  Flowers,  efpecially  in  the 
Spring,  very  agreeable  to  the  Eye;  in  which  Gold 
Mines  might  be  founds  if  it  were  permitted  to 
dig  or  bore  for  them ;  others  of  fuch  prodigibus 
Height,  that  they  are  almoft  inacccfliblc.  The 
Country  abounds  with  every  thing  neccflary  "for 
*Life,  tho'  the  Air  is  not  very  wholfome,  and  they 
have  but  little  Trade  there.  Seven  Cities  of  the  Third 
Order  belong  to  this  City. 

The  Sixth  City ^  Hing  hoa  hou. 

THE  Name  of  this  City  fignifies  a  Springing 
flower  J  and  it  muft^be  confefs'd  that  it  is  fituated  in 
the  moft  beautiful  and  fertil  Country  of  the  Province, 
and  near  the  Sea;  and  thp*  it  has  no  more  than  two 
Cities  of  the  Third  Order  within  its  Diftrift,  yet  it 
pays  a  very  confiderable  Tribute  in  Rice :  Through- 
out its  Jurifdiftion  ybu  fee  fuch  a  great  Number  of 
Towns  and  Villages,  that  you  would  be  apt  to 
take  it  for  one  continued  City ;  fbme  of  theie 
Towns,  for  the  Largenefs  and  Beauty  of  their  Edi- 
fices,' might  be  ranked  anlong  the  Cities,  and  great 
Numbers  of  rich  Merchants  dwell  there,  who  trade 
throughout  the  Empire  ;  the  Roads  are  very  conve- 
nient, broiad,  and  almoft  every  where  paved  with 
fquare  Stones,  *  and  the  City  lieautify'd  with  many 
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Triuinphal  Arches  ;   the  Fruit  li  tcU  is  better  there  ■ 
than  in  the  reft  of  the  Province ;  they  catch  there  ve- 
ry good  Fifh  of  all  forts,  and  the  Country  likewife 

furniflics  Silk. 

T!be  Seventh  City,  Chao  ou  fou. 

THIS  City,  which  is  one  of  the  Keys  of  the  ■ 
Province,  was  not  very  confiderable  in  former  Times, 
tho*  it  is  now  become  fiich,  and  its  Situation  renders 
it  a  Place  of  Strength,  and  very  commodious  :  It 
is  furrounded  with  Forts  and  Strong-Places,  which 
are  not  diftinguilhable  from,  common  Towns,  but  by 
the  Troops  which  are  phere  in  Garrifon.  In  the  Di^ 
ftrift  of  this  City  thffe  are  ManufeuStures  of  curious 
Cloths,  made  of  a  kind  of  Hemp,,  which  are  much  in 
Tequeft  in  the  Empire,  becaufe  they  are  cool  in  Sumir- 
rntTj  and  when  you  fweat  they  don't  ftick  to  the 
'Body !  It  has  no  more  than  four  Cities  of » the  Third 
'Order  under  itisJurifdiiEtion.     .       . 

Itbe  Eighth  City^  Tchang  tcheou  fou;         ' 

•      ^  •  * 

T  H I S  •  City,  which  is  the-  moft  Southern  of  the 
Province,  has  in  its  Jurifdidion  ten  Cities  of  the 
Third  Order  ;  it  is  fituated  upon  the  Bank  of  a  Ri- 
ver which  ebbs  and  flows,  over  .which,  to  the  South 
of  the  City,  (lands  a  very  fine  .Bridge  confiding  of 
thirty-fix  Arches  •,  the  Paffage  over  it  is  fo  Ipacious, 
that  both  Sides  thereof  are  filled  with  Shops,  where 
they  fell  every  thing  .that  is  valuable  in  the  Empire, 
or  that  is  brought  from  foreign  Rations  ;  for  it  lies 
near  Port  Emoujj  which  is  a  Place  of  very  great 
Trade,  and  all  Commodities  pafs  continually  up  the 
River  thaf  wafhes  the  Walls  of  tchang  tcheou  :  This 
Advantage  makes  the  City  exceeding  populous  and 
famous,  and  they,  find  in  the  Mountains  about  it  the 
fineft  Gryftal  that  can  be  feen,  whereof  the  Cbinefe 
Artificers  make.  Buttons,  Seals,  .Figures  of  Aniouls, 
.  i^c.    The  In'liabitants  are.  very  ingenious  and  incte- 
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ftrious,  having  a  good  Capacity  for  Trading.  There 
grow  hi  its  Territories  great  Numbers  of  Orange- 
Trees,  which  produce  Oranges  far  larger  than  any 
that  are  in  Europe^  and  have  the  Tafte  and  Smell  of 
J\^fcadine  Grapes ;  they  preferve  them  with  the  Peel,  ^ 
and  fend  'em  to  all  Parts  of  the  Empire,  and  to  fo- 
reign Countries.  There  are  found  in  this  City  fome 
Marks  of  the  Chriftian  Religion  ;  whether  they  be 
ancient  or  modern,  is  not  kntfwn;  this  is  certain, 
that  p.  Martini  faw  at  a  leawied  Man's  Houfe  an 
old  Parchment-Book,  wherein  the  greateft  Part  of  the 
Holy  Scriptures  was  wrote  in  Gotbick  Characfters ; 
he  offered  a  Sum  of  Money  for  it,  but  the  Perfon, 
tho*  he  knew  nothing  of  the  Chriftian  Religion, 
would  not  part  with  it,  becaufe  it  was  a  Book  that 
was  preferved  in  his  Family  a  long  time,  and  which 
his  Anceftors  regarded  as  a  rare  and  valuable  Piece 
of  Furniture. 

Hiamen  \  or^  The  Port  of  Emouy.  .. 

THIS  is  a  famous  Sea-Port,  calPd  Emouy  from 
the  Name  of  the  Ifland  wjiich  forms  it,  for  it  is  pro- 
perly a  Place  for  Ships  to  ride  at  Anchor,  and  one 
of  the  beft  Harbours  in  the  World ;  it  is  hemm'd  in 
on  one  .Side  by  the  Ifland,  on  the  other  by  the  Con- 
tinent, and  by  abundance  of  other  Iflands,  which  are 
very  high,  and  flielter  it  from  every  Wind  j  it  is 
fo  Ipacious  withal,  that  it  ean  contain  many  thou- 
fands  of  Veflels,  and  the  Sea  there  is  fo  deep,  that 
the  largeft  Ships  may  come  up  clofe  to  the  Shore,  and 
ride  there  in  perfedt  fafcty :  You  fee  there,  at  all  times, 
a  great  Number  of  Cbinefe  Barks,  which  are  on 
their  Voyage  to  the  Countries  bordering  upon  China : 
About  twenty  Years  ago  you  might  fee  there  many 
European  Veflels,  but  now  they  come  thither  but  fel- 
dom,  and  all  the  Trade  is  removed  to  Canton.  The 
Emperor  keeps  fix  or  feven  thoufand  Men  there  in 
'  Garrifon,  under  the  Command  of  a  Chinefe  General. 

In 
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In  entering  into  the  Haven  you  double  a  Cape,  or 
Rock,  and  this  .Rock  divides  the  Paflage  in  two,  al-' 
moft  as  Mtngant  docs  the  Port  of  Breji :  The  Rock 
.is  vifible,  and  rijfes  fevcral  Feet  above  ''""atef. 
Three  Leagues  from  thence  there  ftahds  a  little  Iiland, 
having  a  Hole  through  which  you  fee  from  one  fide 
to  the  other ;  undoubtedly  for  this  rcafon  it  is  callj^d 
jTj^  hored  IJland. 

The  IJlands  cf  Pong  hou, 

•THE  Mands  of  Pong  bou  form  a  fmall  Archipe- 
lago between  the  Port  of  Emouy  and  the  Ifle  of  /ir- 
mofdj  which  is  inhabited  by  a  Chinefe  Garrifon ;  thenei 
i^  however  a  learned  Mandarin  who  refides  there, 
to  have  an  Eye  upon  merchandifing  Vcfleis,  which 
]go  and  come  from  China  to  Formoja^  and  from  For- 
,  tnofa  to  China ;   thefe  Veffels  arc  alnioft  continually 

pailing  and  repafling,  from  which  a  confiderable  Re- 
venue arifes  to  the  State.  As  thefe  Iflands  are  no- 
thing but  Sand  and  Rocks,  all  the  Neceflaries  of  Life, 
and  even  Fuel,  arc  brought  thither  either  From  Hia* 
'  men  or  Formof a:  There  is  neither  Bufh  nor  Bramble 
to  be  feen;  one  only  wild  Tree  is  all  their  Orna- 
inent.  The  Harbour  is  convenient,  and  fheltered.from 
all  forts  of  Winds ;  it  has  a  fandy  Bottom,  and  from 
twenty  to  five  and  twenty  Fathom  Water.  When, 
the  Hollanders  were  Mafters  of  the  Port  of  Formofa^ 
they  built  a  Fort  at  the  Extremity  of  the  large  Ifladd 
ci  Pong  bou  to  defend  the  Entrance;  there  remains 
no  more  at  prefent  than  the  Name  of  Hong  mao  tcbaij 

'  which  fignifies  the  Fort  of  the  Red-hair*d  Men  {io  the 
Chinefe  call  the  Hollanders.)  This  Port,  ^tho*  in  a  wild 
and  uninhabited  Place,  is  abfolutely  ncceflary  to  Pbr- 
fhofa^  which  has  none  of  its  own,  where  a  Veflel  that 

^  draws  above  eight  foot  Water  can  come. 
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Tar  Ouan;  or,  The'IJland  (7/Formo(a. 

:l^all  treat  a  ]jtde :iporeJafgetyoftiiislfla^,^|j9t^ 

Jo&^^t  ;it  wasia  Jopg  time  •uftkno^wxi  eyen^fOj  jthc,  C^'- 

.a^^,  ..whofe.firft  Eijxring  iijitajt  was, in  :t^e>J^cigvjpf 

the  Jatft  Emperor  C^;/^  i&(f,  tho*itjlies.^t  no^greatipi-   * 

ftaoce  from  them,  and  bccaufe  the  Gaver^me^t,  Man^ 

ners,  andCuftoms  of  thcfe.Mlfindersj.wiiich^e  f^f- 

,  Jcrent  from  ithofe  of  the  CH^^^j  and  the  Courfe  thfy 

'  took  to^.gct  Ppffeflion  of  the,  Ifla^id,  deferye  ;ap .  5xait 

and  oopious  Relation. 

The  whole.  Ifle  of  i^(>;:^^4s^,not,yQder  the,  Dc^i- 

luonof  the  CHnefe\  .it  isi  diyidi^  by  a.  Chaiix  ,of  JJ^oua- 

.  ,tains  into  two.  rart?  y  Eaft c  and  .Weft :  That;  Part  ;5sn- 

.^yr  which  lies  on  the.Weft.of  thcfeJMounfauisJbelpQgs 

;to  C&/^<^,  .and  js  incUided  between  22^.;8'.  ^and  ?ff. 

xacy.  .of 'Northern .  Latitude.    The  Inhabitanjts.^of  the 

^Eaftcm.  P;art,  if  we  brieve  the.  Ci««^,care[B^bi- 

.  xians :  The.  Gauntry  is  mountainous,  and  uncultiya^ed. 

The  Charafter  they  giye  of  ,.thfim^  differs,  littler  from 

v,wjiat.is^ .reported  pf  the.  Sayages  of  Amifica :  iThey 

.xleicriber  them  as  ^^  more,  dynis&ed  than  the  ^  Iroquois^ 

?And  more,  .chafte  than,  the  I^diansy  of  a,  jfweet,  and 

[^gentle.  Difpofidop,  lovbg,i4nd  niutually  affiftingpne 

t,aJiother,..diiinterefted,  .making  no.  account  of  Gl<>}d 

t^uid  .Silver,. of  which  *tis  faid  they  have  feyepiljJijlwP?  i 

.;but  exceflively  revengeful,  having  no<  Laws  ^nor  Ci-» 

.yfl.  Government,  jiybg  up9n  the.  Fl?i(h  ptpepftg-^d ; 

p  Fiih,  without^  any f  Token*  of  Worlhip  or.^Rcligion,  ^ 

.Thit  isjthe  Defcription .which  the  C^»^  have  dravyn 

..ef  the  People  wh(^  poUefs  the  EajSiern  ^onpf^Fopmo^ 

,fo :  But  as  the  Cbine/e  are  not  to  be  thorougjt^ly  ere? 

ditcd  when  they  fpe^k  of  Sifj^ngers,  I  will  not  .war- 

,  rapt . this  Account  to  be trqe, . napre  ^efpecially.asthere 

Lare.nQ  Dealings  bet  ween  the  iCbinefe.  ^d  thefc  People, 

,  and. they  arc  in  continual  War,  with  each  other. 

,  The  CUnefe  knew  ^  there  .were  Gold,  Mines  in  the 

Ifland  before  they  conqu?iicdri  it,  which  they  had  r^o 
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fooncr  done,  but  they  fearch'd  every  where  for  thcfc 
Mines  :  As  they  found  *cm  not  in  the  Weftern  Part, 
whereof  they  were  Mailers,  they  were  refolved  to  feek 
for  them  in  the  Eaftern  Part  of  the  Ifle,  where  they 
were  aflured  they  might  find  *em  ;  accordingly  they 
fitted  out  a  fmall  Veflel  in  order  to  go  thither  by 
Sea,  not  caring  to  expofe  themfelves  in  the  Moun- 
tains, where  their  Lives  would  have  been  in  Danger. 
They  were  courteoufly  received  by  the  Iflanders,  who 
generoufly  ofiered  them  Lodgings,  Provifions,  and 
all  forts  of  Afliftance.  The  Cbinefe  continued  there 
about  eight  Days ;  but  all  their  Endeavours  to  difco- « 
ver  the  Mines  were  to  no  purpofe,  whether  it  was 
the  Fault  of  the  Interpreter,  who  opened  their  Dcfign 
to  thefc  People,  or  Policy  and  Fear  of  giving  um- 
brage to  a  Nation  who  had  Reafon  to  dread  the  Cirf- 
nefe  Government :  However  it  was,  they  difcover^d 
only  fome  Ingots  in  the  Cottages,  which  the  poor 
People  had  little  Value  for,  yet  thefc  were  a  dan- 
gerous Temptation  to  a  Cbinefe. 

Little  pleafed  with  the  Succefs  of  their  Voyage,  and 
impatient  at  the  Sight  of  thofe  Ingots,  they  bethought 
themfelves  of  a  moft  barbarous  Stratagem ;  they  fitted 
out  their  Veflel,  and  thefe  innocent  People  ftirnifhcd 
them  with  every  thing  neceflary  for  their  Return.  They 
invited  their  Hofts  to  a  grand  Entertainment,  as  they 
faid,  to  teftify  their  Gratitude  ;.  they  made  thele 
poor  People  drunk,  and  while  they  were  faft  aflcep, 
the  Chineje  cut  their  Throats,  aod  failed  away..  This 
cruel  Aftion  was  .not  long  unpuniflied;  but  the  In- 
nocent fufFered  for  the  Guilty  :  For  as  foon  as  the 
Report  ot'this  was  fpread  in  the  Eaftern  P^rt  of  the 
Ifland,  the  Inhabitants  took  up  Arms,  and  made  an 
Irruption-  into  the  Northern  Part  which  belonged  to 
China,  >and  flew  without .  Mercy  all  that  oppofed 
them,  Men,  Women  and  Children,  and  fet  Fire  to 
their  Dwellings  :  Since  that  Time  the  two  Part^  of 

the  Ifland  have  bc?n  continually  at  War, 

'^  Tha{ 


China,  CniNESE-TAiiTARy,  c^c.        173 

That  Part  of  the  Ifland  Formofa,  poffefs*d  by  the 
Cbinejej  certainly  dcferves  the  Name  they  gave  it :  It 
is  a  moft  pleafant  Country,  the  Air  is  wholefome  and 
every  where  ferene,    it  yields  all  forts  of  Grain,  and 
is  water'd  by  feveral  fmall  Rivers,  that  defcend  from 
the  Mountains  which  feparate  it  from  the  Eaftern  Part ; 
the  Soit  brings  forth  plenty  of  Corn,  Rice,  Csfr.  there 
is  realbn  to  believe  that  the  Ground  would  alfo  pro- 
duce our  European  Fruit-Trees,  if  they  were  planted 
there.  You  fee  there  Peaches,  Apricots,  Figs,  Grapes, 
Chclhuts,  Pomegranates  ;  there  grows  a  Sort  of  Me- 
lons, which  they  call  Water-Melons  ;  thefe  are  much 
larger  than  thofe  in  Europe^  oblong,  and  fometimes 
round ;  the  Pulp  is  white  or  red,  and  they  are  full  of 
fweet  Juice,  which  is  very  agreeable  to  the  Tafte  of 
the  Chinefe.    The  Tobacco  and  Sugar  that  come  from 
thence  are  perfeftly  good ;  all  the  Trees  are  fo  beau- 
tifully ranged,  that  when  the  Rice  is  planted,  as  ufual, 
in  a  Line  and  chequer- wife,  all  this  large  Plain  of  the 
Southern  Part  refembles  a  vaft  Garden,  which  indu- 
ftrious  Hands  have  taken  Pains  to  cultivate. 

As  the  Country  was  not  inhabited  till  of  late  Years, 
but  by  a  favage  People,  and  under  no  Government, 
Horfes,  Sheep  and  Goats  are  very  rarely  feen  there  ; 
even  Hogs,  which  are  fo  common  in  Cbina^  are  dear 
there ;  but  they  have  greaf  Numbers  of  Hens,  Ducks, 
and  Geefe,  and  likewife  abundance  of  Oxen,  which, 
for  want  of  Horfes,  Muks  and  Affes,  ferve  for  com-  n 
iW)n  Riding  ;  thefe  are  difciplined  betimes,  and  they 
go  as  good  a  pace  and  as  fwift  as  the  beft  Horfes  ;  they 
l^ve  Bridles,  Saddles,  and  Cruppers,  which  are  often-  ' 
times  of  great  Value.  You  fee  there  a  great  many 
Stags  and  Apes,  but  few  Deer ;  and  if  there  are  any 
Bears,  wild  Boars,  Wolves,  Tigers,  and  Leopards, 
as  in  CUnay  they  are  in  the  Mountains  of  the  Eaftern 
Part ;  you  fee  none  of  them  in  the  Weft.  There  are 
out  few  Birds  ;  the  moft  common  are  Pheafants,  which 
the  Fowlers  will  fcarce  fuffer  to   multiply.     If  the 
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Wktcr  of  the  Rivers^ vras  as  good  to  drinks  as  if  is 
t6  make  the  Land  fruitful^  there  would  be  nothing, 
itantingih  thisr Iflandi 

Thi^Chinefe  divide  the  Lands  which  they  poflefs  in 
the  Ifld  of  Formofa  into  three  Uien^  or  fubordmate  Go- 
vernments^ which  depend  upon  the  Capital  of  this 
Ifle.  Each  of  thefe  Governments  have  their  particu*^ 
lar  Magiftfates,^  who  are  immediately  fubje£l  to  the 
Governor  of  this  Capital,  and  all  to  the  Viceroy  of 
the  Province  of  F(7  Hefty  whereof  Ti^i  ouan^  ovFormfa^ 
makes^aParf.  The  Capital,  which  is  called  ^ai  ouan 
foiti  is  very  populous^  and  a  Place  of  great  Reibrt  andL 
Commerce  v  it  is  equal  to*  moil  of  the  befl:  and  moiib 
pbpukxiS'  Cities  of  China.  You  find  there  every 
thing  that  can  be  defired,  either  what  the  Ifland  idielf 
furniflies,  as  Rice,  Sugar,  Sugar-Candy,  Tol»cca, 
Salt,  hunted  Venifon,  which  the  Cbiru^  muck  ad- 
mire. Fruits  of  every  kind,  Cloaths  of  various  Soiits»^ 
Wooiv  Cotton,  Hemp,  the  Bark  of  certain  Treesy 
certain  Plants  which  much  re&mble  %  Netd^i  great 
quantity  of  Medicinal  Herbs,  many  of  which  %x^  not . 
known  in  Europe  ;  or  what  is  imported  thiti|fpr>  as 
China  and  India  Cloaths,  Silks,  Varnifh,  Chtm^  Ware» 
the  feveral  Manufa6hires  of  Europe y  &c.  Those  arc 
but  few  Mulberry-Trees  in  this  Ifland,  an4  confe- 

?uently  there  is  but  little  Silk  made  in  the  Country, 
f  the  Cbinefi  had  Liberty  to  go  into  Formofa  pp  fettie 
there,  many  Families  would  gladly  do  it :  But  before 
they  can  go  thither,  they  muft  have  Pa^x)|ts  frcMa 
the  Mandarins  of  Chinay  which  are  obtained  with  Dif- 
ficulty, and  they  muft  give  Security  befides.  When 
they  arrive  in  the  Ifland,  the  Mandarins  there  ^re  ve- 
ry diligent  in  examining  thofe  who  come  in,  or  go 
out,  and  fome  of  them  exad  Money  under-hand.  This 
Excefs  of  Caution  is  the  EfFe6t  of  good  Policy,  to 
hinder  all  Sorts  of  Perfons  fi-om  pafling  ovet  to  For* 
mojiy  elpecially  when  the  Tartars  were  Mafters  of 
China.    Formofa  is  a  Place  of  great   Imiiortaoce, 

and 
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and  if  ^Cbinefi  fliouldfeize  it,  he  migKt  excite  great 
Troubles  in  the  Empire,  therefore  the  Emperor  keeps 
thdre  1 006  Men  in  Garrifoh,  comnianded  by  a  95^/^^' 
Ping^  or  Lieuteriant-Gerieral,  two  Major^Gfenerals', 
and  feyeral  inferior  Officers,  whom  he  taltes'  care  to 
change  eva^  three  Years,  or  oftner  if  there  be  Ob- 
cadon. 

The  Streets  of  the  Capital  are  almoft  afr  draNl^ii 
in  a  Line,  and  all  covered  feven  of  eight  MoftiJhs*^  fti* 
the  Year,  to  defend  them  from  the  Heat  of  dheSlJtf. 
They  are  from  thirty  to  forty  Foot  in  br6a!dth,.  btA  - 
fome  of  them  are  almoft  a  League  in  length.     They 
are  almoft  all  lin'd  with  Shops  of  Silk,   Cbihd  Wa^, 
and  other  Comniodities  in  adipirable  Order,  in  Which 
the  Cbinefe  excel.  'Twere  a  Pleafure  to  walk  in  thefe 
Sheets,  if  they  were  better  paved,  and  le(s  crowded  by 
Paiflengers :  The  Houfes  are  all  covered  With  Straw, 
and  buik  for  the  moft  part  with  Clay  artd  Bamboo  ; 
but  that  Difagreeablenefs  is  out  of  Sight,  by  reaToh  of 
the  Tents  that  cover  the  Streets,  io  that  you  can  fee 
riotKing  but  th^  Shc^s.  Tai  ouanfou  has  neither  For- 
tificaitions  nor  Walls :  The  Tartars  do  not  intrench 
their  Forces,  nor  confine  their  Courage  within  a  Ram- 
fwlrtj  Jbut  love  to  fight  on  Horfebatk  in  the  open 
Fidd.     The  Harbour  is  fheltered  from  every  Wind, 
fcut  the  Entrance  into  it  becbnies  more  difficult  every 
Day  :  Formerly  there  were  two  Ways  to  enter  into 
it,  brie  called  ¥a  kiang^  where  the  greatelt  Veflcli 
floated  with  eafe,  and  the  other  Loulb  men^  the  Bot- 
tom of  which  is  Rocky,  and  not  above  nine  or  t^n 
Foot  deep  at  high  Water.     The  Firft  is  now  unpaf- 
iable  ;  in  Ibme  Places  there  are  no  more  than  five  Foot 
Water,   and  no  where  above    feven  or  eight ;  the 
Sand  which  the  Sea  drives  thither,   fills  it  up  every 
Day :   By  this  Ta  kiang  the  Dutch  Veflels  formerly 
cntred  into  the  Harbour,  and  in  order  to  prevent  the 
coming,  in  of  ftrange  Ships,  they  erefted  a  Cirt^dei 
on  the  JExtrcihity  of  the  Ifland,  to  the  Soiith  of  Ta 
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kiang^  which  would  have  been  much  admired,  if  it 
were  not  built  upon  the  Sand ;  but  however  it  was 
very  neceffary  for  their  Defence  againft  their  moft 
formidable  Enemies,  the  Chinefe  and  the  Japanefi. '" 
That  Part  of  Formofa^  which  is  fubjed  to  the  Chi- 
nejiy  is  compofed  of  two  different  Nations,  the  Cbi- 
nefe  and  the  Natives  5     the  former  for  Lucre's  fake 
came  thither  from  feveral  Provinces  of  China.    T'ai 
ouan  fou^  Fong  cban  hien,  and  Tcbu  lo  hUn  are  inha- 
bited only  by  Chinefe ^  for  the  three  Hien  or  Govern- 
ments I  mentioned  before  are  all  in  the  Diftrift  of 
the  Capital :    The  Natives  ferve  as  Domefticks,  or 
rather  as  Slaves.     Befides  thefe  three  Cities,  the  Chi- 
nefe have  many  Villages,  but  not  one  confiderabJe 
Fort  except  Ngan  ping  tcinng :    This  Fort  ftands  at 
the  Foot  of  the  Caftle  of  Zeland^  for  that  is  the  Name 
which  the  Hollanders  gave  the  City  I  fpake  of.  There 
are  at  Ngan  ping  tching  four  or  five  hundred  Families, 
and  a  Garrifon  of  2000  Men,  commanded  by  a  Ma- 
jor-General.     The  Government  and  Manners  of  the 
Chinefe  at  Formofa  differ  nothing  from  thofe  of  China^ 
fo  that  I  fhall  only  oblerve  what  is  the   Genius  of 
the  Natives  of  the  Ifland,  and  the  Nature   of  their 
Government.     The  People  of  Formofa^  who  are  fub- 
je<5t  to  the  Chinefe,  are  divided  into  forty  five  Towns, 
or  Plantations,    which  they  call  Tche^  thirty  fir  in 
the  North,    and  nine  in  me  Southern  Part.    The 
Towns   of  the  North  are  very  populous,  and  the 
Houfes  little  different  from  thofe  of  the  Chinefe.  Thofe 
of  the  South  are  only  a  heap  of  Cottages  made  of 
Clay  and  Bamboo,  covered  with  Straw,  railed  upon 
a  kind  of  Terrafs  three  or  four  Foot  high,  built  in  the 
Form  of  a  Funnel  inverted,  and  from  fifteen,  twenty, 
thirty,  to  forty  Foot  in  Diameter ;  fome  are  feparated 
by  Fartition-walls.    They  have  in  thefe  Huts  neither 
Chairs,  Bench,  Table,  Bed,  nor, any  Moveable;  in 
the  middle  is  a  fort  of  Chimney,  or  Stove,  raifed  two 
or  three  Foot  or  more  from  the  Ground,  where  they 
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drds  their  Viftuals.  Their  common  Food  is  Rice, 
finall  Com,  and  any  Game  they  can  take,  which 
they  do  either  by  running  or  with  Arms.  Their 
Swiftnefe  is  furprifing^  they  will  outrun  Horfes 
that  go  fall  ip^,  which  proceeds,  as  the  Cbi^ 
nefe  iay,  from  their  Cuftom  of  binding  their 
Loins  and  Knees  tight  and  hard,  till  they  are  four- 
teen or  fifteen  Years  old.  For  their  Arms  they  ufe 
a  kind  of  Dart  or  Javelin,  which  they  hurl  the  Di- 
ftance  of  fcventy  or  eighty  Paces  with  the  utmoft  Ex- 
aAnels  ;  and  tho*  their  Bows  and  Arrows  are  Very , 
ordinary,  yet  they  can  kill  a  Phealant  flying  as 
fare  as  they  do  in  Europe  with  a  Gun.  They  are 
very  flovenly  in  their  Meals,  ufing  neither  Dilhes, 
Plates,  Spoons,  Knives  nor  Forks  :  They  place  what 
is  provided  upon  a  piece  of  Board  or  Matt,  and  ufe 
their  Fingers  to  eat  with,  as  the  Apes  do.  They  eat 
Flefli  half  raw,  and  the  lefs  it  is  roafted  the  more 
agreeable  it  is  to  them.  Their  Beds  are  the  freflt 
Leaves  of  a  certain  Tree  very  common  in  the  Coun- 
try, which  they  gather  and  fpread  upon  fhe  Ground^ 
or  on  a  Board  in  their  Cottages,  and  there  lie  down 
to  fleep.  Their  Habit  is  only  a  piece  of  Cloth,  which 
they  wear  from  the  Waift  down  to  the  Knees.  Pride, 
fo  rooted  in  the  Heart  of  Man,  finds  a  Way  to  in- 
dulge it  felf  even  in  Nakednefs  ;  it  puts  thefe  People  to 
more  Expence  and  Trouble,  than  thofe  who  are  more 
civilized,  and  acldifted  to  Luxury  and  Magnificence. 
Some  borrow  the  Hair  of  .Bcafts, 'and  the  Silk  of 
Worms^  which  they  imbroider  with  Gold  and  Sil- 
ver ;  fome  are  content  with  their  own  Skin,  in  which 
they  imprint  many  odd  Figures  of  Trees,  Beads, 
Flowers,  6?r.  The  Operation  is  fo  exceflively  pain- 
fal,  that  it;  would  certainly  kill  *em,  if  it  were  done 
all  at  once ;  they  are  imploy*d  in  it  many  Months, 
fome  a  whole  Year.  Every  Day  during  the  (Opera- 
tion they  muft  put  themfelves  to  fome  Torture,  and 
all  this  to  fatisfy  the  Dcfirc  they  have  pf  diftinguifh- 
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ing  thcmfclvjes  from  the  Multitud<^  fpr  k  i*  not  per- 
mitted indifferently  tp  all  forts  of  Pcrfops  to  vreai 
thefe  Miirks  of  Piftinftion.  ^  This  I^rivikg;  \ 
grantod  only  to  thpfe  who,  in  the  Judgment  ()l 
the  moft  confiderahle  Men  of  the  Tpwn,  have  ci 
celled  others  in  ^unping  or  Huntii^ :  But  all  va 
allowed  to  blp^kcw  their  Teeth,  wc^r  E^-ringj, 
Bracelets  ^Ippve  (h^  Elbows  and  WriAs^  CoUars,  aoij 
Opwn3  made  up  of  fn^l  party-coloured  Beads,  dif- 
pofed  in  teveral  Ranges  \  the  CrpwQ  termi^jates  in 
^  a  Pluniif  of  Feathers,  either  of  Cocks  or  Pheafaws, 
'  which  they  car^Uy  join  together.  Let  us  mm^ 
the^e  faqtaftical  Ornaments  upon  a  Man  pf  a  fine  fliat^ 
cfcr  Shape,  olive  Co?nple;don,  with  his  Hair  h^ngju^ 
negligently  upon  hi$  Shouldiers,  armol  with  a  Bow 
and  Arrowsi,  his  Qarment  no  more  than  a  Pi^  of 
Ck>th  two  or  three  Fopt  long,  round  about  bis 
Body  from  the  Waift  to  the  Koiee,  and  we  have  a 
true  Portrait  of  a  Bpaa  pf  the  South  Part  of  the  Iflc 
of  Formofa. 

In  the  North  Part,  where  the  Climate  is  k& 
warm,  they  glpthe  themfelve^  with  the  Deer-Skimi 
which  they  kill  i|\  Hi^nting,  of  which  they  make  a 
Garment  without  Sl^evei^  not  much  unlike  a  PaJma; 
tick.  They  wc^r  a  Cap  in  the  Fo^-m  of  a  Cylind^t 
made  of  the  Stalks  of  BMam  Leaves^  embelli/hed 
with  feveral  Crowns  pUced  one  dbove  another,  and 
tyed  tight  together  with  Fillets  and  fmall  party-co- 
loured Strings.  On  the  Top  of  the  C^p  is  ftuck  a 
Plume  of  Feathers  of  Cocks  or  Pheafants,  in  the 
i^me  Manner  as  is.  done  in  the  South. 

Their  Marriages  are  agreeable  enough  •,  they  ^n*t 
purchafe  Wives  ^s  they  do  in  Chinay  nor  have  any 
mercenary  Views  on  one  fide  or  the  other ;  perhaps , 
fhe.  Parents  may  have  fome  fmall  Intereft  to  confult. 
When  a  young  Man  is  inclined  to  Matrimony,  an(I 
has  found  a  Lafs  whom  he  likes,  he  goes  for  fcveral 
Days  after  with  a  Mufical  Inftrument  to  her  Door  j  | 
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if  fhe  conientB  to  have  huKi,  fhe  goes  out  to  meet 
him,  they  agnee  together  upon  Terms,  and  iaft  of  all 
ao^lDaint  their  Parents  with  their  Intentions.  The 
Wedding-Entertainment  is  prepared  at  the  Houfe  pf 
the  jFOung  Woman,  where  the  young  Man  abides  af-^ 
ferwar4&»  and  r^isrns  no  nK)re  to  his  Father.  From 
cha;^  tiine  the  young  Man  looks  upon  the  Houfe  of 
his  Fatha*-ia-X^w  as  his  own,  and  he  is  the  Support 
of  k  ;  as  for  hifi  own  Father's  Houie,  he  regards  ic 
iH>  moBC  than  the  Wonicn  in  Europe  do,  who  quit 
tbdr  Fathers  Houfe  to  go  and  live  with  their  Huf- 
bsuads.  Therefore  here  they  think  it  no  Happineft 
lo  have  Male  Chiklren,  they  defire  only  Da\^nters, 
who  procure  them  Sons-in-la\y^  that  will  be  helpful 
to  them^in  their  Old  Age*     \ 

Tho*  thefe  Iflanders  are  entirely  fubjeft  to  the  Chi^ 
nejij  yet  they  preferve  lome  Remains  of  their  ancient 
Qovcrnment.  Every  Town  makes  choice  of  three 
or  four  of  the  oidcft  Men,  the  moft  diftinguilhed  for 
Probity,  who  by  this  Choice-  become  the  Heads  and 
judges  of  the  reft  of  the  Town  :  Thefe  finally  deter^ 
^ine  ail  Dii^rences ;  and  if  any  one  refuf^s  to  abide 
by  ^k-  Judgment,  he  is  inftantly  turned  out  of  the 
Town,  without  Hopes  of  ever  returning  thither,  and 
no  other  Town  dares  to  receive  him. 

They  pay  their  Tribute  to  the  Chmefe  in  Corn,  in 
Ta^s  pr  Skins  of  Deer,  or  in  other  things  of  this  Na* 
t«fe  that  are  eafUy  found  in  the  Ifland.  To  regu- 
late what  .concerns  the  Tribute,  there  is  appoiitfed  in 
0^«y  Town  a  Chimfe^  who  underfiands  the  Language, 
to  i^«  as  an  Interpreter  to  the  Mandarins.  Thefe 
Interpreters,  who  ought  to  procure  the  Eafe  of  the 
poor  People,  and  hinder  them  from  being  opprcffed, 
are  fb  many  petty  Tyrants,  who  exercife  the  Patience 
not  onJy  of  the  Iflanders,  but  oS.  the  Mandarins  alfo,. 
who  are  forced  to  continue  them  in  their  Employs  to 
avoid  greater  Inconveniences.  Of  the  twelve  Towns 
which  were  fubjcft  to  the  Chmefe  in  the  Southern  Part, 
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there  remain  but  nine ;  thret  havercvolted,  and  drove  a- 
way  their  Interpreters,  paying  no  more  Tribute  to  Onna^ 
but  have  united  themfelves  with  the  Eaft  Part  of  thelfle. 
Under  the  reigning  Emperor  many  of  the  Towns 
have  fubmitted,  and  'tis  hoped  that  by  degrees  others 
will  follow  their  Example.  Tho*  ihefe  People  pafs 
in  the  Account  of  the  Chinefe  for  Barbarians,  they 
feem  to  approach  nearer  to  true  Wifdom  than  many 
Philofophers  of  China.  By  the  Confeffion  of  the  Chi- 
nefe themfelves,  there  is  amongft  'em  no  Cheating, 
Thicving,Quarrelling  or  LaW'fuits,exceptagainfl:  their 
Interpreters ;  they  are  juft  and  affedionate  one  to  ano- 
ther :  If  any  thing  is  given  to  one  of  them,  he  dares 
not  touch  it,  till  they  who  have  fhared  with  him  in 
the  Labour  and  Toil  partake  alfo  of  the  Reward. 

It  appears  that  there  were  Chriftians  among  thefc 
Iflanders,  when  the  Hollanders  were  Matters  of  the 
Port,  There  arc  many  who  underftand  the  Dutch 
Language,  who  can  read  their  Books,  and  who  in 
Writing  ufe  their  L^ettcrs,  and  many  Fragments  of 
pious  Dutch  Books  are  found  amongft  them. 

Thefe  People  adore  no  Idols,  but  abominate  cvcrf 
thing  that  has  any  Relation  to  them,  and  yet  perform 
no  Aft  of  Religion,  nor  recite  any  Prayers.  Never- 
thelefs  there  are  fome  amongft  them  who  acknow- 
ledge one  God,  the  Creator  of  Heave;i  and  Earth,  one 
God  in  three  Perfons,  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghoft ; 
and  who  fay  that  the  firft  Man  was  callod  Adaniy 
and'  the  firft  Woman  Eve\  that  for  difobeying  God 
'  they  drew  his  Anger  upon  themfelves,  and  all  their 
Defcendants ;  that  it  is  neceffary  to  have  recourfc  to 
Baptifm  for  to  wafh  off  this  Stain.  They  know  even 
the  Form  of  Baptifm,  yet  it  is  not  certain  whether 
they  baptize  or  no. 

Tho*  Formofa  is  not  far  from  China^  yet  the  C&- 
nefi^  according  to  their  Hiftory,  had  no  knowledge 
of  it,  till  the  Time  of  the  Emperor  Suen  tiy  of  the 
Dynafly  of  Mingy  about  the  Tear  of  our  Lord  1430, 
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when  the  Eunuch  Ouan  fan  pao^  in  returning  from  the 
Weft  was  caft  by  a  Storm  upon  that  Ifland. 

This  Eunuch  finding  himfelf  in  a  ftrange  Land, 
where  the  People  feemed  as  barbarous  as  the  Country- 
was  beautiful,  ftay*d  there  a  confiderable  time,  that  he 
might  gpt  feme  Intelligence  wheredf  he  might  inform 
his  Mafter :  But  the  EfFeft  of  all  his  Enquiry  was  that 
he  brought  from  thence  fbme  Plants  and  Medicinal 
Herbs,  which  ar6  ftill  ufed  in  Cinna  with  Succels. 

In  the  forty  fccond  Year  of  the  Emperor  Kia  tftngj 
and  in  the  Year  of  Chrift  1 564,  Tu  ta  yeou^  a  Com- 
mander of  a  Squadron  of  Ships,  cruifing^  along  the 
Eaftern  Sea  of  Cbina^  met  with  a  Pirate  named  Lin 
too  kien^  who  had  made  himfelf  Mafter  of  the  Ifles  of 
Pong  bou^  where  he  left  Part  of  his  Men  ;  he  was  a 
cruel  and  ambitious  Man,  thirftin'g  after  Glory  ;  and 
to  render  himfelf  famous,  he  no  fooner  perceived  Tu 
ta  yeou  but  he  came  upon  him  with  full  Sail,  attacked 
him  briskly,  and  had  infallibly  beaten  the  Cinneji 
Squadron,  if  the  Commander  thereof  had  been  a  Per- 
fon  of  lefs  Skill  and  Bravery.  Tu  ta  yeou  received  the 
firft  Fire  with  unconcern,  after  which  he  attacked  in 
Ms  Turn  Lin  tao  kien ;  the  Engagement  lafted  five 
Hours,  and  the  Night  put  an  end  to  it,  when  Lin 
too  kien  made  off  towards  the  Iflands  of  Pong  bou^  in 
order  to  refrefh  his  Men,  to  take  die  Soldiers  he  had  left 
on  Board,  and  to  return  towards  the  Enemy :  But  Tu  * 
tayeouy  an  experienced  Captain,  purfued  him  fo  clofe- 
'y^  that  Lin  tao  kien  found  by  Break  of  Day  the  En- 
trance into  the  Port  of  Pong  bou  blocked  up  by  the 
Enemy's  Ships :  His  Forces  being  much  diminilhcd 
w  Ae  Engagement,  and  Terror  having  feized  the  reft, 
he  judged  it  dangerous  to  attempt  to  enter  the  Hzr- 
"Our ;  he  then  relblved  to  continue  his  Courfe,  and  to 
go  and  water  at  Formofa. 

^  Tu  ta  yeou  purfued  him  thither,  but  meeting 
^ith  Shoals,  and  having  no  knowledge  of  the  En* 
^ance  of  the  Harbour,  he  was  unwilling  to  expofc 
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his  Sliips,  and  retired  to  the  Ifles  of  Pe^  Bou^  of 
which  he  made  himfelf  Maftcr,  and  taking  the  SQldic» 
Prifoners  that  were  left,  placed  a  good  Garrifon  there, 
returning  vidlorious  to  China^  where  he  gave  an  Ac- 
count of  his  Difcoveries  and  his  Expedition.  The 
Court  received  the  News  with  Joy,  and  nominated 
a  Mandarin  of  Learning  for  Governor  of  the  Iflands 
of  Pong  i?ou.  Formofa\  fays  the  Chinefi  Hiftorian, 
was  then  an  uncultivated  Place,  arid  inhabited  orfy 
by  Barbarians,  JLin  too  kien,  who  had  grand  Defigns, 
did  not  think  this  Ifland,  in  the  Condition  it  was  in^ 
convenient  for  him  •,  therefore  he  maf&cred  all  the  In- 
habitants  that  fell  into  his  Hands,  add  with  unparal^ 
lel'd  Barbarity  fmeared  his  Veflch  with  the  Blood  of 
thefe  unfortunate  People,  and  prefently  fctting  iatl  he 
retired  to  the  Province  of  ^a^  tongj  where  he  diei^ 
mifer^biy. 

At  the  End  of  the  Year  rfizo,  ^ich  was  the  firft 
of  the  Emperor  Tien  hi  ^  Jafanefe  Stquadron  ^ 
Ships  eamfe  upon  the  Coaft  of  Rrmofa :  The  Com* 
mander  finding  the  Coqntty,  tho*  uncultivated,  apn> 
per  place  to  fettle  a  Colony,  took  a  Refolution  to 
feize  upon  itj  arid  to  that  End  left  there  a  Party  of 
his  Men,  with  Orders  to  get  Inforrhation  nccefl&ry  to 
the  Execution  of  his  Defign. 

About  the  fame  Time  a  DuUh  Veflel,  in  her  Voy* 
age  from  Japan^  or  in  her  Return  thither,  was  forced 
by  a  Storm  into  formofa^  where  they  found  the 
Japanefe  in  no  condition  of  oppofing  them:  The 
Country  appearing  beautiful  to  the  Hollanders j  and 
advantageous  for  their  Commerce,  they  pretended 
Want  of  Refrefhment,  and  Things  neceflary  for 
refitting  their  VeflSl,  which  was  damaged  by  the 
Storm:  Some  of  them  made  an*  Excurfion  into 
the  Country,  and  having  examined  it,  returned  cm 
Board.  The  Hollanders  did  not  work  at  thdr  Veflel 
during  the  Abfence  of  their  Companions,  and  it  wse 
not  tjll  after  their  Return  that  they  thought  of  refit- 
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iilg  her.  They  bcfeeched  the  Japanefey  with  whom 
Chey  had  no  mfaid  to  be  at  Variance,  for  fear  of 
lidrting  their  Commerce,  to  permit  diem  to  build  an 
Hahitatiorl  nport  the  Brink  of  the  Ifland,  at  ote  of  the 
Entrances  into  the  Harbour,  which  might  be  fervice- 
'^ibfe  to  them  with  refpeft  to  their  Commerce  xo'Ja^ 
pan ;  the  JapOnefe  at  firft  rejedted  the  Propofal,-  but 
the  Hollandets  prcfled  the  Matter  fo  that  the  Japanefe 
at  laft  confehted,  when  they  stflured  them  they  requir* 
cd  no  more  Groimd  dlan  vS^hat  could  be  incpmpaffed 
with  an  Ox*$  Hide. 

The  Hollanders  then  took  an  Ox*s  Hide  and  cut  it 
into  fmall  Thongs,  Which  they  tkid  end  to  end,  and 
therewith  meafbred  the  Ground  they  defired:  The 
Japunefe  were  at  firft  a  little  vexed  at  this  Trick,  but 
after  fomfc  RefleAion^  they  laughed  at  it,  and  were 
paci^cd,  ^d  fufFered  the  HoUaniets  to  do  as  they 
pieafed  with  the  Piece  of  Ground.  Upcm  this  Spot 
they  built  the  Fort  I  mentioned ;  over  the  Gate  arc 
ftill  feen  thefe  Words,  The  Caftle  cf  2eland,  1634. 

fty  building  thfe  Port  the  Hotlamen  had  tte  Cbm- 
liland  of  th?  Harbour,  and  th^  only  Paflage  wherfc 
gitat  Veflfels  could  come  in :  Perblpj^  th^  Jofane^ 
perceived  too  late  the  Importance  of  if;  but  however  it 
was,  whether  they  took  DHguft  at  the  new  Fort,  or 
did  not  find  then-  AccdUrit  in  thfe  Ifland,  a  little 
while  after  they  quitted  it  eiltifely,  and  returned  home. 

fty  this  mearti  the  Hollanders  becatnc  fole  Matters  of 
Potmofa^  for  the  Inhabitantsf  were  in  nO  condition  to 
oppdfc  them.  The  Setter  to  fecure  the  Harbour,  they 
built  on  the  other  Side,  over  againft  the  Fon  of  Zeland^ 
a  Fortification  confiftjng  of  four  Half-Baftions. 

At  this  Time  China  was  ill  in  a  Flame,  imbroiled 
with  a  Civil  War,  which  was  the  Defolation  of  many 
beautiful  Provinces,  and  fuftaining  at  the  fame  Time 
a  War  againfl  the  Tartar ^  who  at  lafl  feized  upon  the 
Empire,  and  founded  the  prefent  reigning  Dynafty, 
Ctac  pf  thofe  who  fhewed  moft  Valour  and  Courage 

N  4  ^ 
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in  oppofing  the  I'artars^  was  Tcbing  Ubi  long  of  the 
Province  of  Fo  kien^  a  Man  ralfed  by  Fortune  from 
a  fmall  Beginning  to  be  the  richefl  Merchant  of 
China.  Tcbing  tcln  long  fitted  out,  at  his  own  Expencc, 
a  fmall  Fleet  againft  the  T'artars  \  he  was  prcfently 
followed  by  a  vaft  Number  of  Cbinefe  Ships,  and 
thereby  became  the  Commander  of  as  formidable 'a 
Fleet  as  was  ever  feen  in  thefc  Seas.  The  Tartar  of- 
fered him  the  Dignity  of  King,  upon  condition  he 
would  pay  him  Homage,  which  he  refufed,  but  did  not 
long  enjoy  his  good  Fortune. 

His  Son  TcUng  tcbtng  cong  iucceedcd  him  in  the 
Command  of  this  numerous  Fleet ;  more  zealous 
ftill  for  his  Country  and  Fortune  than  his  Father , 
he  made  feveral  Attempts,  befieged  many  conlider- 
able  Cities,  as  Hai  Ubing  in  the  Province  of  Fo  kien^ 
which  he  took  after  having  cut  in  pieces  the  Tarta- 
rian Army  that  came  to  its  Relief,  Ouen  tcbeou  in 
the  Province  of  Tcbe  kiang^  Nan  king  in  the  Province 
of  Kiang  nan^  &c. 

This  firft  Succefs  lafted  not  long,  for  he  was  at 
length  overcome  by  the  Tartars y  and  drove  out  of 
Cbina  :  Then  he  turned  his  Views  and  Ambition  to- 
wards  Formofa^  refolving  to  drive  the  Hollanders  out  of 
the  lame,  and  .eredt  a  new  Kingdom  there.  It  was 
the  17th  Year  of  the  Emperor  Cbun  cbi  the  Fa- 
ther ofCang  hiy  and  1661  pt  our  Lord,  when  Tcbtng 
tcbing  cong  quitted  China  in  order  to  retire  to  For- 
mofa :  In  his  Paffage  he  took  the  Iflands  of  Pong  bou. 
The  Hollanders  believing  they  had  nothing  to  fear 
from  China^  which  was  ftill  embroiled,  took  no  Care 
to  fortify  Pong  bou  and  Tai  ouan :  Therefore  Tcbing 
tcbing  cong  foon  maftered  thefe  Iflands,  and  left  there 
100  Ships  to  guard  them,  and  continued  his  Courfc 
towards  Formofa,  There  were  no  more  than  eleven 
Hollanders  left  to  defend  the  Fort  and  Harbour  of  For- 
mofa  •,  the  reft  of  the  Garrifon  was  made  up  partly 
©f  India  Blacks,  ^nd  pardy  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the 

Country? 
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Country  :  Notwithftanding  this  Inequality  of  Forces, 
the  Hollanders  relblved  to  defend  thetafelves,  which 
they  did  with  Courage  and  Bravery.  Tcbing  tcidng 
cong  entered  the  Harbour  with  his  Fleet  compofed  of 
Qoo  Sail,  by  the  Channel  of  Loulh  metij  a  League  a- 
bove  the  Fort  of  Zeland  5  he  landed  Part  of  his  Men 
with  a  Defign  to  attack  the  Fort  by  Sea  and  Land: 
The  Siege  lafted  four  Months,  in  which  Time  the 
Hollanders  defended  thenifelves  with  their  Cannon,with 
more  Succels  than  they  could  hope  for.  TcHng  Uhing 
4:ong  was  inraged  to  fee  fuch  Oppofitiop  and  Courage 
in  a  Handful  of  Europeans  againft  an  Army  fo  nume* 
rous  as  his.  As  the  Cbine/e  had  not  the  Ulc  of  Can* 
non,  they  could  not  anfwer  the  Hollanders ;  fo  they 
had  no  Hope  of  reducing  them  but  by  Famine, 
which  would  require  a  long  Time,  during  which  they 
might  be  relieved  by  their  Ships  coming  from  Bats* 
via^  or  thofc  that  traffick  to  Japan. 

STching  tcbing  cong  was  fenfible  of  the  Difficulty  oS 
his  Enterprize ; .  but  he  law  himfelf  Ihut  out  of  CUna^ 
without  Hopes  of  ever  returning  thither  under  the 
itartarsj  againft  whom  he  had  waged  War ;  he  knew 
befides  that  if  Formoja  was  not  open  to  him,  he  had 
no  fiirther  Remedy  left :  For  thefe  Reafons  he  refolv- 
ed  to  ufe  his  utmofl  Efforts  againft  the  Hollanders. 
Thefe  had  "aaually  four  Ships  in  the  Harbour,  and 
they  had  put  on  Board  each  of  them  one  of  their  own  . 
Men,  together  with  Indians  to  guard  it  -,  the  other  fe- 
vcn  Hollanders  remained  in  the  Cittadel  or  Fort  of 
Zeland.  . 

The  Chinefc  Captain  being  determined  to  make  a 
Sacrifice  of  fome  few  of  his  Veffels,  turned  them  into 
Fire-fhips,  which  having  the  Advantage  of  a  high 
Wind  from  the  North-Eaft,  drove  upon  the  Veffels 
of  the  Hollander s<i  and  bqrnt  three  of  them  out  of  four. 
When  he  had  thus  fucceeded  in  his  Wifhcs,  he  fum- 
moned  the  Hollanders  to  furrender,  declaring  that  he 
would  give  tfcem  Leave  to   depart  with  all   their 
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Effcfts,   but  if  they  refufed  wotdd  give  them  r6 
Quaner. 
The  Hollanders  haviiffi  no  more  than  one  Ship  ?eft 

,  fyt  their  Aftiftance,  wiMtngJy  accepted  the  dfFer : 
Tliey  loaded  their  Veffcl  tvich  all  theit-  Eflfedfe,  de* 
Krcrtd  the  Place  into  the  Hand3  of  the  Ctinefey  and 
d^arccd. 

Tcbif^  tcbing  cofig^  havih|  now  hone  to  dppofe  hfc* 
Defigns,  diftnbated  a  cftrtam  Number  of  his  Troops 
k  that  Fart  of  Formofdy  tvhich  is  at  this  time  iii 
Ac  Poflfelfion  of  the  Cbtiufe^  and  placed  a  Garrifon 
^t  JB  long  tcbasy  a  fdti^^ieti  Fortrefs  which  the  Spa- 
Mdrdj  fbrmcrly  built.  He  erefted  a  Fortrefs  at  Tdh 
dbotd  Ubfffgy  upon  the  Mouth  of  the  River  Tan  chouu 
where  die  Cbinefe  Veffels  mi^t  lie  at  Anchor,  and 
pitched  upon  thofc  Places  where  Tchu  to  yen  and  Fong 
ihan  tkn  now  ftdnd,  for  the  Building  of  two  Towns, 
which  he  called  Tien  bing  hieHj  and  Ouan  nien  hien : 
He  appointed  the  Capital  of  thefe  new-erefted  States 
at  a  Place  now  called  tat  ouan  fou^  and  gave  to 
ichfe  City  the  Narhe  of  Ching  tienfou :  His  Palace  and 
Coxirt  ne  fettled  in  the  Fort  of  Zeland.  and  gave  it 
the  Name,  which  it  ftUl  preferves,  of  Ngan  ping  fou. 
.  It  was  then  that  Formofa  b^gan  to  receive  a  new 
Form,  for  he  eftablilhcd  there  the  fame  Laws,  the  fame 
Cuftoms  and  Government  as*  in  China:  He  en- 
joyed his  new  Conqueft  but  a  Ihort  Time,  for  he 
died  within  a  Year  and  fome  Months  after  he  took 

'  P'oflfeflton  of  this  Ifland.     His  Son  fcHng  king  mat 

fucceeded  him  :  As  he  was  a  Perfon'addifted  to  Books, 

fce  took  little  Care  of  cultivating  the  Country,  which 

Ei*  Father  had  procured  for  him  with  fb  much  Toil 

and  Labour:    This  abated  the  Courage  and  Zeal  of 

the  Troops  for  his  Service, 

\ti  the  twelfth  Year  of  the  Reign  of  Cafig  biy  and 

in  f  673  of  the  Chriftian  ^fa,  the  Kings  of  ^tiang 

fifng  it)d  Fo  kUH  revolted  ftom'  the  Emperor.    TcUng 

^^t  Mi^   diSTvrbxd  t6  fe^i^imate  )the  Ardour  of  his 

/  '  Soldiers, 

/ 
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Soldiers,  tx)dc  a  Relblution  to  join  (he  King  of  Fo 
kUn  againft  the  Tartar :  He  fitted  out  bis  Fleet,  and 
"wertt  in  order  to  have  an  Interview  with  him  upon 
the  Coafts  of  his  Province.  Becaufe  he  would  be 
trettoed  Hke  a  Sovereign  Prince^  and  the  King  df  Fo 
kien  would  have  the  Precedency  of  him^  he  was  fa 
provoked  that  he  declanrd  War  a^inft  him  upon  the 
Spot. 

They  fought  with  Reiblution  and  Courage  on  both 
Sides  ;  hoii  the  Forces  of  Tcbing  kkig  mat  bdiig  com-^ 
{)o{ed  of  Vet^an  Soldiers,  ib  many  Engagements 
were  fo  R^ny  Victories.  The  King  of  Fo  kien  at  kft 
found  himfeif  obliged  00  undergo  the  Tonfure  onco 
Hiore^  add  to  furrender  bimielf  to  the  Difcretion  vA 
Cleincncy  of  the  1'ariars,  Tcbing  ki^  mat  returned 
to  Formifa^*  where  he  died  ibdn  after,  leavil^  his  Son 
febing  ke  fan^  who  was  very  youngs  for  his  Succrf- 
fbr,  under  the  Care  oiLie^a  koue  can^  and  Fong  Jifan^ 
two  Officers  well  attached  to  him. 

The  Revolt. ef  Fo  kien  terminating  in  the  Advan^ 
tkfft  oi  the  Tartars^  they  aboliflied  the  Tide  of  Kingi 
and  in  the  Year  1682  appointed  for  Governor  of 
this  and  the  Province  of  Tcbe  kia^^  a  f/ong  tou^ 
which  is  a  .Dignity  fomethir^  above  that  of  Viceroy. 

The  firfl  they  nominated  /was  Tfong  tou  yao ;  a 
Man  of  great  Capacity,  civil  and  engaging.  He  no 
fooner  entered  i^n  his  Charge,  but  he  publiflied  a 
General  Amncfty,  which  reached  even  Formofa^  for 
all  thofe  who  would  fubmit  to  the  Tartarian  Govern^ 
ment,  promifing  to  procure  them  the  fame  Employ <* 
ments,  and  the  fame  Honours  and  Privileges  they  en^ 
joyed  ^undcr  dieir  own  Governors. 

This  Declaration  had  the  Efie&  which  Tfong  tou 
yao  ddired  ^  the  greatefl  part  of  thofe  who  had  fo^ 
lowed  Tckix^  ^^Hf  ^^  having  abandoned  their  Na- 
tive Country,  Wives  and  Children,  and  living  in  a 
ftrange  Land,  uncultivated^  and  almoft  uninhabited, 
and  deipairing  of  drawing  any  confiderable  A^vaf^ 

tage 
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tage  from  it,  were  tranfported  to  find  a  favourable 
Opportunity  of  returning  to  their  Families  ;  fome  did 
not  deliberate  at  all,  but  immediately  forlbok  Ticking 
he  fan  to  go  to  Fo  kien. 

^fong  ton  yao  received  them  with  much  Civility, 
and  conferred  great  Favours  upon  them,  infomuch 
that  they  were  followed  prcfently  after  by  many  o- 
thers. 

J'fong  ton  yao  believed  then  there  was  a  favourable 
Conjunfture  to  feize  upon  Formofa^  and  immediately 
fent  away  a  confiderable  Fleet  under  the  Command  of 
a  7J/(>^,  or  Lieutenant-General,  to  reduce  the  Iflands 
of  Pong  bcu.  The  Titou  found  more  Refiftance 
than  he  expefted ;  the  Soldiers  with  the  help  of  the 
Hollanders  Cannon  made  a  vigorous  Defence,  but  they 
were  at  laft  forced  to  yield  to  Numbers.  The  Iflc  of 
Pong  bou  being  taken,  the  young  Prince's  Council 
judged  it  impoffible,  confidering  the  Temper  of  his 
Troops,  to  preferve  Formofa  \  and  without  waiting 
for  the  Arrival  of  the  Tt  tou^  to  attack  'em  in  Form, 
they  diipatched  away  a  Packet-boat,  to  carry  a  Peti- 
tion to  the  Emperor  in  the  Name  of  the  young  Prince, 
by  which  he  lubmitted  to  his  Majefty.  Here  follows 
the  Petition,  as  it  was  tranflatcd  from  the  CUnefe. 

Tching  ke  fan.  King  of  Yen  ping.  Chief  Commander 
of  the  Army^  prefents  this  Petition  to  the  Emperor. 

*  W  H  E  N  I  proftrate  my  fclf  at  your  Majefty's 

*  Feet,  and  refleft  on  the  Grandeur  of  China,  that  its 

*  Reputation   has  always  been  maintain'd  with  Ho- 

*  nour,  that  it  has  boafted  of  a  very  numerous  Suc- 

*  ceflion  of  Kings,  I  cannot  but  acknowledge  that  it 

*  is  the  Ipecial  Providence  of  ^en  which  made  choice 

*  of  your  illuftrious  Houfe  to  govern  the  nine  Earths.* 

*  Tien  had  not  brought  about  this  Revolution,   but 

•  That  is  io/ay,  all  the  habilahle  World,  the  Chinefc  dMde 
^  Earth  into  nine  Sorts  i  i.   Mpuntaimus  good' Earths     2*  Stoiiy 
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for  the  Pcrfeftion  and  Improvement  of  the  f  Five 
Virtues,  as  appears  plainly  by  the  good  Manage- 
ment and  happy  Succefs  of  all  your  Majefty*s  Un- 
dertakings.    As  for  my  Anceftors,  they  bore  true 
All^iance  to  their  Sovereigns,  and  in  this  they  en- 
deavoured to  tiftify  their  Gratitude  for  the  Favours 
they  received  from  the  preceding  Dynafty,  at  a 
Time  when  my  Family  had  received  nona  from 
your  glorious  Dynafty,     This  Attachment  to  his 
Prince  obliged  my  Grandfather  Tcbing  tcbing  cong 
to  forfake  Cbina^  to  feek  for  Shelter  in  the  unculti- 
vated Lands  of  the  Eaft.    My  Father  Tcbing  king 
mtn  was  a  ftudious  Man,  not  caring  to  expote  him- 
fclf  to  Dangers ;  like  the  Kings  of  22r  lang^  he  whol- 
ly employed  himfelf  in  governing  and  inftrufting 
his  People ;  contented  with  this  Spot  of  Land  in  the 
midft  of  the  Sea,  he  had  no  further  Views.     Hi- 
therto I -have  enjoyed  Advantages  derived  from  my 
Anceftors,  and  teftify  my  Gratitude  continually,  by 
calling  to  mind  the  Favours  which  they  received 
from  Heaven,  without  a  Thought  of  aggrandifing 
my  felf  upon  Earth.    At  prefent  I  behold  your  Ma- 
jefty  refembling  the  Heavens,  which  cover  all  things 
by  their  Expanfion  and  Height,  and  alfo  the  Eatth 
which  by  its  Firmnefs  fuftains  them,  always  inclin- 
able to  fliew  Mercy,  and  to  ftop  the  Effcdt  of  too 
rigorous  a  Juftice ;  which  Clemency  is  the  Founda- 
tion upon  which  your  Government  ftands.     Your 
Majefty  is  become  like  the  riling  Sun,  which  no 
fooner  appears  in  the  Horizon,  but  its  Light  is  diffii- 
fed  in  an  inftant  over  the  whole  Earth,  and  diffipates 
in  a  Moment  the  flight  Mifts  which  obfcure  the  Sur- 
fecc  thereof;  how  then  dare  I  think  but  of  applying 
myfelf  to  my  Perfciftion,  as  the  only  Expedient  of  ma- 
king my  Life  eafy  for  the  future.  If  I  had  thought 

tains,      3.  Hills*     4.  Black  and  dry  Earth.      5.  Moift  Earth.     6m 
Sandy  Eartk      7.   Rich  Earth,     8.  Yellow  Earth.     9  Red  Earth, 
'f-  Charity^  J*ifiici^  Dtcenty^  Prudence^  and  Fidelity* 

*  of 
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of  failing  Weftward  of  Cbinaf  I  confitfs  I  had  been 
to  blame ;  for,  alas !  how  few  remain  of  my  Fa- 
mily which  came  to  Fdrmofa!  They  arc  become 
like  early  Dew,  which  vaniihes  at  the  Appearance 
of  the  Sun.  How  then  durft  I  undertake  any  thing 
againft  your  Majefty  ?  I  fincerelfik  afiicm  that  my 
Heart  fu^its  entirely  to  your  Majefty,  and  my 
liituve  Behaviour  will  make  it  evideoL  I  am  fen'- 
fihle  now  that  I  have  been  engaged  in  a  bad  Ouie, 
and  for  the  future  I  will  Tcnture  to  walk  fee&ly  in 
the  Paths  of  Charity,  after  the  Example  of  A' &^. 
I  ardently  wifh  to  foe  a  perfe&  Harmony  between 
Heaven  and  Earth  :  The  poor  People  cf  this  Ifle 
de(ire  no  more  than  to  live  in  a  frugal  Manner, 
they  are  Strangers  to  Gluttony  and  Dn3nkena€&. 
If  they  are  treated  with  Humanity ,  they  will  be  more 
inclinable  to  Submiflion.  It  is  the  Naxurs  oi  Fiih 
to  k)ve  the  decpeft  Waters  ;  they  can  enjoy  a  long 
Life  in  the  midft  of  the  Waves  of  th/o  S^.  Thus 
have  I  kid  open  to  your  Majefly  in  this  Petition 
the  true  Sentiments  of  my  Heart,  and  if  not  in  the 
fincereil  Manner,  may  I  never  enjoy  the  oomfiirt- 
able  Light  of  the  Sun !  * 

The  Emperor,  in  anfwer  to  this  Petition,  orc^sred 
Vfchmg  ke  fan  to  leave  Formofky  and  come  tx>  Pe- 
Mng,  Tddng  kefan^  who  was  afraid  to  gp  to  P^bhtg^ 
li^iiied  to  the  Emperor  in  a  fecond  Petition,  whidi 
he  lent  by  Ibme  of  his  principal  OiHc^s,  tdiat  beki^ 
born  in  the  Southern  Countries,  and  of  a  weakly 
Conftitution,he  dreaded  the  coki  Climate  of  the  North, 
therefore  he  befeeched  his  MajejEty  to  give  him  leave 
to  retire  into  the  Province  at  Fo  kien^  from  whence 
hiS"  Anocftors  came.  This  kft  Petition  had  no  Ef- 
ftd;  fo  that  the  unfortunate  Prince,  feeing  himfelf 
almoft  abandoned,  was  conftrained  to  deliver  Formo- 
fa  into  the  Hands  of  the  Tartars,  and  to  go  to  Pe- 
kingj  where  upon  his  arrival  at  Court  he  was  in- 
VOTcd  with  the  Quality  of  Count,  in  the  twenty  fe- 
cond Year  of  Car^h^  and  1683  of  the  Chriftian  jpra. 

8  The 
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Tchc  kung. 

nrH  IS  is  oae  of  the  moft  fcrtil  aod  a:i^di|ig  Provii^ 
*  ces  of  tte  ]^D^pi^-  i^  is  bounded  pn  th^  Baft  by 
the  Sea,  on  the  South  by  the  Province  of  Fo  1^^  p(i 
the  North  and  Weft  by  the  Pppvinceg  of  ^ng  nan 
sMid  KunHg^*  It  conuins  elevea  iw,  or  Towns  of 
|he  Firft  Urder,  which  are  like  ib  ns^ny  {^roy^^p^ 
%Dd  fcventy  ieven  Town*  of  the  S^ond  ^d  Third  Oiy 
der«  withput  reclf-onbg  an  infinkcNumb^  of  Towiy 
4Dd  ViUages^ceeding  populous. 

The  whole  Couniry  is  interfperfed  with  Mounjaws 
.  g}mQft  all  cultivated,  and  fruitful  FiekU  with  Rivef^ 
and  Chaopeb,  cut  out  cither  by  Nature  or  the  Induftcy 
the  Cbinefe.  Thefe  Channels  are  large,  diaen^  an^ 
l^ank'd  on^  each  fide  with  Free  Stone,  having  lodges 
over  them  al:  proper  Diftance$^  which  n^ainiam  aco^ 
ipunication  between  one  part  of  the  Country  and  an^ 
thpir^  fo  th^t  a  Man  may  travel  by  Land  or  W^«r 
tofo'  the  whole  Province.  The  Spring?  of  freOl  W^ 
tet  4nd  Lakes,  wherewith  the  Couiitry  aboM^d^  c^ih 
tribute  much  to  ks  j^ertility. 

The  Inhabitants  j^-e  of  ^  fweet  and  afiabk  Diipp- 
fitiqn,  and  have  a  great  dfal  of  Wk  swad  Politen^i 
their  Silks,  wliich  are  ingenioufly  made,  and  imb^- 
der'd  with  Gold  and  Silvei',  are  the  bq^  of  any  th^t 
are  made  in  China^  and  fo  cheap,  that  ^  Garment 
jiiadc  of  the  fineft  Silk  cofts  lefs  tlmn  oneof  oppamon 
Woollen  Cloth  in  Europe.  They  have  thete  ^  gre^t 
many  Fields  full  of  Dwarf  Mulberry-Tnees,  which 
are  reftrain'd  in  their  Growth-,  they  plaw?t  and 
prune  *em  almoft  like  Vines.  Long  Expericnoe  b^ 
taught  the  Chinefe^  that  the  Leaves  of  the  fipall  Mul- 
berry-Trees make  the  beft  SUk. 

They 
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They  nouriih  in  this  Province  fo  great  a  Number 
of  Silk- Worms,  that  one  may  affirm  this  alone  is 
capable  of  funifhing  Japan^  the  Philippines^  and  £«- 
rope  with  Silks  of  all  forts. 

Every  thing  neceflary  for  Life  is  found  here  in  a- 
bundance ;  the  Mountains  which  lie  to  the  South  and 
Weft  are  all  manured ;  in  other  places,  where  they  are 
rocky,  they  furnifh  Timber  for  building  Ships  and 
Houfes. 

In  the  Lakes  of  this  Country  is  found  the 
Golden  Fifh,  of  which  I  gave  a  Dcfcription  elle- 
where ;  there  is  here  excellent  Crawfifh,  and  in  great 
Quantity.  In  fome  Places  there  grows  great  Plenty 
of  Mufhrooms,  which  ar«  carried  over  the  whole  Em- 
pire^y  After  they  have  pickled  *em  in  Salt,  they  dry 
•em,  and  keep  'em  a  whole  Year  ;  when  they  have 
a  mind  to  ufe  them,  they  fteep  *em  for  fome  time  in 
Water,  which  makes  'em  as  good  and  frefti  as  when 
firft  gathered. 

The  beft  Hams  of  Bacon  are  made  in  this  Pro- 
vince. Here  is  likewife  found  that  extraordinary  Tree 
called  Ou  kieou  mou^  which  produces  Tallow,  and 
alfo  thofe  finall  Trees  bearing  a  very  white  Flower, 
which  refcmblcs  Jeffamin,  except  that  they  have  grea- 
ter quantity  of  Leaves,  and  their  Smell  is  far  more 
pleaknt.  One  of  the  Flowers  is  iiifficient  to  per- 
fume a  whole  Houfe :  Therefore  the  Cbinefi  have  fo 
great  a  Value  for  them,  that  to  preferve  thefe  finall 
Trees,  they  take  the  fame  Precautions  that  are  ufed 
in  Europe  to  defend  Orange-Trees  from  the  Rigor 
of  the  Winter. 

Tho*  the  Fruit  called  Pe  tci  is  found  in  other 
Places,  yet  it  is  moft  common  in  this  Province :  It 
grows  in  Fenny  Ground,  and  is  about  the  bignels  of 
a  Chefnut ;  its  Kernel  is  covered  with  a  thin  Skin, 
the  Pulp  is  white,  and  full  of  pleafant  Juice,  hard, 
and  a  little  fourifh. 

Some 
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Some  pretend,  that  if  a  Piece  of  Copper  Money 
be  put  into  the  Mouth  along  with  the  Fruit,  the 
Teeth  can  break  it  as  eafily  as  the  Fruit  it  /elf;  Per^ 
Martini  reports  this  as  a  Truth,  but  other  Miffiona- 
ries,  willing  to  make  a  TriaL  did  not  find  it  lb. 

Throughout  the  whole  Empire  thbfe  Canes  6t 
Reeds  are  to  be  found  which  the  Portiiguefe  call  Bam-^ 
hoosy  but  Tcbe  kiang  has  greater  plenty  of  them  than 
any  other  Province ;  there  are  whole  Forefts  of  thcrtl 
in  it.  Thefe  Bamboos  are  of  great  ufe  in  China  5 
they  are  very  large  and  hard,  and  tho*  they  ire  hol- 
low within  and  knotty,  yet  they  are  vefy  ftrong,  and 
will  bear  the  heavieft  Weight.  The  Leaves  are  long, 
and  turn  lip  at  the  Erids ;  as  hard  as  they  are,  they 
Iplit  eafily  into  fmall  Strings,  and  they  make  of  them 
Matts,  Boxes,  Combs,  i^c.  As  they  are  naturally 
hollow,  they  are  very  proper  to  make  Pipes  to  convey 
Water  from  Place  to  Place,  or  they  may  ferve  for 
Tubes  of  Telelcopes,  and  other  things  of  the  fame 

kind. 

t 

JTje  Firft  Gity^  Capild  of  the  Pro1;ince^ 

Hang  tcheou  fou. 

:       THIS  is  one  of  the  richeft  and   largeft  Cities  of 
the  Empire :  It  is  chiefly  confiderable  on  account  of 
its  Situation,  which  is  the  moft  advantageous  that  could 
be  defired,  the  prodigious  Number  of  its  Inhabitants, 
the  Conveniency  of  its  Canals,  and  the  Trade  it  car- 
ries on  of  the  fineft  Silk  in  the  World. 

If  we  believe  the  Cinnefe  Proverb,  it  is  the  Terre- 
ftrial  Paradife  :  It  is  almoft  of  a  round  Form,  and  a- 
bout  forty  Lys,  or  four  Leagues  in  Circumference, 
without  including  the  Suburbs  ;  .thefe  Lys  ought  to 
be  360  Paces.  From  the  Eaft  Gate  to  the  North, 
they  reckon  ten  Lys ;  one  of  our  Miflionaries,  in 
counting  the  Steps  of  the  Chairmen,  readily  judged 
that  a  Lys  has  that  Meafure. 

Vol.  L  O      •  ^s 
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As  to  the  Number  of  Inhabitants,  it  amounts 
to  more  than  a  million  of  Souls.  A  Chriftian  Gentle- 
man afliired  a  Miffionary  that  refided  there,  that  with- 
in the  City  alone,  without  comprehending  the  Sub- 
urbs, which  are  very  lai^e,  the  Officers  who  levy  the 
Tax  have  upon  their  Lifts  about  300,000  Hou^  or 
Families ;  this  Number  is  called  in  the  Cbtnefcy  San 
cbe  voan^  which  (ignifies  thirty  times  io,coo. 

The  Walls  of  Hang  tcheou  are  very  high  and  thick : 
The  Water  in  the  Canals  of  the  City  is  not  clear,  and 
there  is  upon  thofe  of  the  Suburbs  a  prodigious  Num- 
ber of  Barks,  where  whole  Families  dwell  as  in  a  Can- 
ton. The  Streets  are  very  narrow,  but  the  Shops  /^ 
are  convenient,  and  the  Merchants  are  reckoned  very  ; 
rich. 

Thefe  Streets  are  adorn'd  with  Triumphal  Arches, 
but  chiefly  in  Places  of  great  Refort  ;  there  are  many 
Monuments  raifed  in  honour  of  fuch  Mandarins  as 
had  diftinguifhed  themfelves  in  the  Difcharge  of  their    « 
Office,  or  were  advanced  to  the  chief  Dignities  of  the    j 
Empire  :   You  fee  there  alfo  four  great  Towers  of  fe-    I 
veral  Stories.  There  are  7000  Men  in  Garrifon  under 
the  ^Jiang  kiun^  or  Tartarian  General,  and.  3000  un- 
der the  Fou  yueny  or  Viceroy. 

Tho'  there  are  large  Gardens  in  the  City,  and  the 
Houfes  have  but  one  Story,  it  is  furprifing  how  po- 
pulous it  is :  The  great  Streets  are  crowded  like  thctfe 
of  Paris  J  with  this  Difference,  that  you  fee  no  Wo- 
men there  :  The  Tartarian  Troops  have  a  Fortrefs, 
which  is  feparated  from  the  City  by  a  Wall.  The 
River  Tcien  tang  kiang  runs  clofe  by  the  Walls,  and 
in  this  Place  it  is  a  large  League  in  breadth. 

We  may  fay,  without  an  Hyperbole,  that  Hang  . 
tcheou  is  properly  the  Region  of  Silk,  becaufe  that  is 
the  chief  Commodity  _  that  is  wrought  there.  They 
pretend  they  have  60,000  People  at  work  within  the 
Walls ;  and  if  fo,  there  muft  be  many  hundred  thou- 
fands  in  the  adjacent;  Parts,  and  Places  depending  upon 

'       Kia 
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Ksa  bingfou^  and  Hon  tcheou  fou^  fince  there  is  fcarcc 
a  little  Village  where  Silk  is  not  wrought. 

The  flower'd  TafFetaes,  and  Satins  called  Lin  tfe.^d 
others  quite  plain,  but  clofe  worked  and  even,  called 
Lao  fang  fe^  which  are  made  in  this  City,  are  count- 
ed the  beft  in  the  whole  Empire,  and  radfl:  in  re- 
queft :  But  that  which  renders  this  City  delightful 
is  a  fmall  Lake  hard  by,  called  Si  hou^  which  is  a- 
bout  two  Leagues  in  Circumference,  the  Water  of 
which- is  as  limpid  and  clear  as  Cryftal,  fo  that  you  may 
fee  the  fmalleft  Stones  at  the  bottom  ;  the  Sides,  wJhere 
the  Water  is  (hallow,  are  all  covered  with  the  Flow-^ 
ers  of  Lien  hod.  There  ^re  laid  upon  Piles  in  this 
Lake  handlbme  Walks,  which  are  paved  with  large 
fijuare  Stones,  for  the  Conveniency  of  thofe  who  pafi 
on  Foot.  There  are  likewile  Caufeways  made,  and 
lined  with  Free-Stones,  with  Openings  for  Boats  to 
pafs  through,  over  which  there  are  Bridges. 

In  the  middle  of  the  Lake  are  two  fmall  Iflands, 
where  People  commonly  refort  after  they  have  taken 
their  Pleafure  upon  the  Water,  in  one  of  which  there  i4 
a  Temple  built,  and  proper  Hotifes  for  Entertain- 
ment :  The  Sides  of  the  Lake-  are  likewife  adorned 
with  Temples,  and  large  Monafteries  of  Bonzes,  toge- 
ther with  fine  Houfes,  among  which  there  is  a  fmall 
Palace  for  the  Emperor's  Ufe,  who  lodges  ftiere  when 

he  makes  a  Tour  into  the  Southern  Provinces. 

> 

fhe  Second  City^  Kia  hing  fou. 

ALL  this  Country  is  watered  with  Lakes  and 
Canals  cut  by  the  Induftry  of  the  Chinefe ;  the  Ci- 
ty is  large,  populous,  and  carries  on  a  good  Trade  ? 
its  Suburbs  are  of  great  Extent,  and  there  are  feveral 
Bridges  over  the  Canals  and  Ditches  :  There  is  not  a 
Houfe  where  they  don't  breed  Silk-worms, 

Canals  are  cut  thro'  all  Parts  of  the  City,whofe  Sides 
are  lined  with  fine  Free-Stone,  and  in  all  the  Street 
there  are  handfomc  Piazzas,  under  which  one  may 
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walk  free  from  Rain;  there  are  many  Triumphal 
'Arches,  both  within  and  without  the  City,  and  fif- 
teen Marble  Towers  on  the  Sides  of  the  Canal  that 
lies  to  the  Weft  of  the  City,  by  which  all  the  Barks 
pals. 

The  Fruit  called  Pe  tcbij  which  I  mentioned  before, 
grows  every  where  in  Standing  Waters  and  Mooriih 
Ground,'  In  Autumn  they  catch  little  Birds,  which 
they  pfeferve  in  Wine  made  of  Rice,  and  fell  all  the 
Year  -,  they  take  likewife  very  good  Cray-Fifh. 

In  the  Neighbourhood  of  the  City  Hai  yen^  which 
is  upon  the  Sea-Shore,  there  are  Salt-Pits,  from  which 
they  gain  a  great  deal  of  Salt ;  and  on  all  fides  you 
fee  little  elfe  but  Silk  Manufaftures ;  The  Country 
is  flat,  and  hath  not  fb  much  as  ong  Mountain  ;  the 
Jurifdiftion  of  this  City  contains  fcvcn  Cities  of  the 
Third  Order. 

the  Third  City^  Hou  tcheou  fou. 

THE  great  Lake,  on  the  Banks  of  which  this 
City  ftands,  gives  it  the  Name  of  Hou  tcheou  ;  it  is 
one  of  the  gre^teft  and  moft  confiderable  Cities  in 
Cbina^  with  refpeft  to  its  Riches,  Trade,  Fertility  of 
its  Soil,  and  the  Beauty  of  its  Canals  and  Moun- 
tains. 

.  The  Quantity  of  Silk  which  is  manufadhired 
there  is  inconceivable ;  the  Tribute  which  one  City 
in  its  Dependance  [Te  tfin  bien]  pays  alone,  amounts 
to  500,000  Taels  or  Ounces  of  Silver  5  this"  is  aifo 
the  chief  Place  in  China  for  making  Writing-Pencils, 
and  the  Crop  of  Tea  is  here  very  plentiful ;  it  has  un- 
der its  Jurifdiftion  one  City  of  the  Second  Order,  and 
fix  of  the  Third. 

Tlbe  Fourth  City^  Ning  po  fou. 

NING  POy  which  the  Europeans  have  called 
Liam  pOy  is  a  very  good  Port  on  the  Eaftcrn  Sea  o£ 
Cbina^  overagainft  Japan ;  it  is  a  City  of  the  Firft 

Order, 
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Order,  and  has  four  of  die  Third  under  its  Jurifdic- 
tion :  It  is  fituate  on  die  Confluence  of  two  fmall  Ri-^, 
vers,  which,  after  their  Union,  forni  a  Channel  reach- 
ing to  the  Sea,  and  is  deep  enough  to  bear  Veffels  of 
200  Tun  ;  one  of  thefe  Rivers,  which  the  Cbinefe  call 
Kin^  comes  from  the  South  ;  the  other,  named  Taoy 
from  Weft  North- Weft :  Thefe  Rivers  water  a  Plain 
furrounded  almoft  on  all  fides  with  Mountains,  and 
form  a  fort  of  an  Oval  Bafon,  whole  Diameter  from 
Eaft  to  Weft  (drawing  a  Line  acrofs  the  City)  may- 
be about  ten  or  twelve  thouiand  Toifes,  the  Chineji 
Toife  being,  as  I  have  already  fiiid,  ten  Foot :  That 
from  North  to  South  is  much  greater. 

The  Plain;  which  refembles^a  Garden  for  its  Lc- 
velnefi  and  Cultivation,  is  full  of  Towns  and  Houfes, 
and  divided  by  a  great  Number  of  Canals  made  by 
the  Waters  which  fall  froria  the  Mountains  ;  tht  Ca- 
nal, upon  which  one  Part  of  the  Suburbs  is  lituated, 
reaches  to  the  Foot  of  the  Mountains,  is  feparated  in- 
to three  Branches,  and  is  about  Ave  or  fix  thouiand 
Toifes  long,  and  fix  or  feven  broad. 

Within  this  Extent  of  Ground  there  are  reckoned 
fixty-iyc  Canals  on  the  right  and  left  Sides  of  the 
principal  one,  fome  of  which  are  broader  than  the 
principal  itfclf :  This  vaft  Quantity  of  Water,  con- 
duced with  Art,  renders  the  Plain  exceeding  fruitfiJ, 
and  caufes  it  to  yidd  two  Crops  of  Rice ;  befides  the 
Rice,  they  alfo  fow  Cotton  and  Pqlfe ;  there  one  may 
alfo  behpld  a  great  Number  of  Trees  which  bear 
Tallow. 

The  Air  is  alfo  every  where  wholefome,  and  the 
Country  pleafant  and  open.  The  Sea  fppplies  a  great 
Quantity  of  Filh,^  all  Sorts  of  Shell-Fi(h,  and  good 
Lobfters;  among  others,  in  the  beginning  of  the 
Summer,  they  catch  a  Fifli  called  Hoangy  that  is  to 
iay,  the  Yellow  Fifli,  which  are  much  fought  after 
on  account  of  their  delicate  Tafte ;  but  as  they  will 
not  keep  long  out  of  Water,  they  take  care  to  put 
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them  into  Glaffes,  and  by  this  means  tranfport  them 
throughout  the  Empire. 

The  Walls  of  King  Po  are  5074  Geometrical  Paces 
in  Circumference  -,  and  from. the  Eaftern  to  the  Weft- 
ern  Gate,  through  a  Street  which  lies  almoft  in  a  di- 
reft  Line,  there  are  reckoned  5274  large  Paces  : 
The  Walls  built  of  Free-Stone  are  in  good  Re- 
pair, and  capable  of  refitting  every  thing  but  Cannon- 
Balls. 

There  is  an  Entrance  into  the  City  through  five 
Gates,  two  of  which  are  towards  the  Eaft,  becaufe 
the  Port  is  on  that  Side ;  not  to  fpeak  of  the  two 
Water-Gates,  fo  called  by  the  Cinn^fe^  which  are  two 
great  Arches  that  oppn  through  the  Walls  to  give 
Paflage  for  the  Barks  in  and  out  of  the  City,  it  be- 
ing divided  by  fcveral  Canals.  On  the  South- Weft 
Side  thereof  there  is  not  one  Building  which  is  worth 
our  Notice  ;  but  there  is  a  Tower  leveral  Stories  high, 
built  with  Brick  ;  and  before  the  Eaftern  Gate,  which 
lies  moft  Southward,  there  is  a  Bridge  over  the  Kin 
made  of  fixteen  flat-bottomed  Barks  fattened  toge- 
thef  w,ith  Iron  Chains,  which  may  be  about  forty 
Toifes  long.  ♦ 

That  which  is  moft  agreeable  to  the  Rules  of  Ar- 
chite6hire,  is  what  the  Chine/e  call  Pat  leoUy  or  Pi 
fan^  and  we  Triumphal  Arches.  The  Streets,  which 
are  very  narrow,  appear  more  fo  on  account  of  the 
Pent-houfes  which  are  over  the  Shops,  infomuch  that 
two  of  our  large  Coaches  could  not  pais  without  Dif- 
ficulty. This  City  was  plundered  and  fack'd-  during 
the  late  War,  but  for  fome  Years  paft  begins  to  flou- 
rifh  again ;  it  is  a  large  Garrifon. 

The  Entrance  into  Ning  po  is  difficult,  elpecially 
for  large  Veffels,  there  being  but  fifteen  Foot  Water 
over  the  Bar  in  the  higheft  Tides  ;  in  coming  up  the 
River,  you  leave  on  the  left  Hand  Tin  hai  hien^  which 
is  lender  its  Jurifdiftion. 

This 
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This  City,  which  is  an  oblong  Square,  is  1000 
Toifes  in  Circumference,  and  is  commanded  by  a 
Cittadel  built  on  a  very  high  Rock,  by  the  Foot  of 
which  all  Veflcis  muft  neceffarily  pafs/  at  half  the 
diftance  of  a  Piftol-Shot ;  they  enter  in  during  the 
Space  of  one  Tide,  along  a  very  fine  River  aboi^t 
150  Toifes  broad,  and  feven  or  eight  Fathom 
deep,  having  Salt-Houfes  on  each  fide,  with  Towns, 
and  a  well-cultivated  Country,  which  at  a  great  di- 
ftance is  bounded  with  high  Mountains. 

The  Chinefe  Merchants  of  Siam  and  Batavia  go 
thitha-  yearly  tx)  buy  Silks,  which  they  know  to  be 
the  fineft  in  die  Enipire ;  thofe  of  Fo  kietty  and  other 
Provinces,  refort  thither  continually :  They  alio 
have  a  great  Tfade  with  Japans  Nanga  Zacha  be- 
ing diftant  fi'om  thence  but  two  Days  Sail,  the  Cfo- 
nefe  carry  thither  Silks,  Stuffs,  Sugar,  Drugs,  and 
Wine,  and  bring  back  Copper,  Gold,  and  Silver  : 
About  eighteen  or  twenty  Leagues  from  Ning  po  ia 
an  Ifland  called  I'cbeo  chan ;  the  Port  is  very  good, 
but  not  commodious  for  Trade ;  and  it  is  here  the 
Englijh  landed  by  chance  at  their  firft  Arrival,  not  be- 
ing able  to  find  the  way  to  Ning  po  among  the 
Iflands  on  this  Coaft. 

The  Fifth  City^  Chao  hing  fou. 

THIS  City  is  fituated  on  one  of  the  moft  beau- 
tiful plains  in  the  World ;  there  are  Canals  in  every 
Street,  and  no  City  fo  much  refembles  Venice  as  this,     ' 
tho'  it's  vaftly  preferable  to  that,  bccaufe  the  Canals 
here  are  filled  with  very  clear  Running- Water. 

We  may  pafs  and  repafs  into  any  Part  of  the  Ci- 
ty on  all  fides,  by  the  Affiftance  of  Boats,  there  be- 
ing not  one  Street  without  a  Canal  -,  for  which  rea- 
Ibn  there  are  very  high  Bridges,  and  many  that  have 
only  one  Arch. 

.   On  each  fide  of  every  Canal  are  large  clean  Streets, 
pavfed  with  great  white  Free-Stones,  for  the  moft  part 
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fix  or  feven  Foot  long  ;  and  here  are  a  great  many  Tri- 
umphal Arches  very  handfomly  built.  It  is  faid  to 
be  at  leaft  four  Leagues  in  Circumference,  for  which 
reafon  it  is  (divided  into  two  Hien  or  Subaltern  Ju- 
rildidlions,  which  have  their  difldndt  Governments, 
one  of  which  has  th^  Name  of  Cban  in^  and  the  other 
^ei  ki. 

Several  Houfes  (which  is  feldom  feen  in  the  reft  of 
the  Cbinefe  Cities)  are  built  of  Free-Stone,  extremely 
white ;  thefe  Stones  are  got  out  of  an  almofl:  inex- 
h^uftible  Quarry,  which  is  in  the  Mountain  called 
Kiaomenchany  two  Leagues  from  th^  City;  the 
Walls  which  encompafs  it  are  between  two  Ditches, 
the  on?  within  the  City,  and  the  other  without ;  thefe 
Ditches  are  fill'd  with  Water  as  clear  and  limpid  as 
that  df  the  Canal. 

Chao  king  is,  in  fome  fenfe,  a,  City  of  Learned 
Men,  and  its  Inhabitants  are  the  moft  formidable  for 
Sophiftry  In  all  China^  being  very  well  skill'd  in  the 
Laws ;  there  is  no  Viceroy  or  great  Mandarin,  who 
is  not  defirous  of  one  out  of  this  City  to  employ  as 
his  Secretary :  There  are  reckoned  in  this  Diftrid:  eight 
Cities  of  the  Third  Order. 

The  Wine,  which  is  made  here  in  great  Quanti-r 
ties,  is  very  much  efteemed,  and  tranfported  through- 
put the  Empire.  About  half  a  League  from  the 
City  isa  Sepulchre,  faid  to  be  that  of  the  Grand  Tuy 
who  made  his  way  to  the  Throne  in  the  beginning 
of  the  Monarchy,  by  draining  a  great  Part  of  the 
Empire  which  lay  under  Water.  On  the  fide  of  the 
Sepulchre  is  erefted  a  ftately  Edifice,  by  Order  of  the 
late  Emperor  Cang  hi^  who,  in  the  28th  Year  of  his 
Reign,  went  to  pay  due  Honour  to  the  Memory  of 
this  great  Prince. 

Not  far  oflT  there  \%  a  remarkahle  Mountair^^  cal-r 
ted  1}>e  Mountain  of  Apesy  becaufe  it  is  fomething 
of  that  Shape;  it  is  a  Place  of  great  Refort,  where 
People  go  to  take  all  kinds  of  Diverfion :     One  fee$ 

there 
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there  a  handfome  Summer-Houfe,  which  fcrves  to 
feaft  in,  at  the  bottom  whereof  is  a  Pond  exceeding 
.  deep,  in.  which  are  kept  Fifh  of  an  extraordinary 
Bigqefs  ;  they  appear  at  the  top  of  the  Water,  and 
Bread  being  thrown  4own  from  the  Window  of  the 
Summcr-Houle,  they  fwallow  it  whole. 

7}}e  Sixth  City^  Tai  tcheou  fou. 

THIS  City,  which  hath  fix  others  in  m  M- 
ftrift,  is  fituate  on  the  Bank  of  a  River,  in  a  very 
mountainous  Country  ;  tho'  it  is  not  fo  rich  and  con^ 
fiderablc  as  the  Cities  of  which  I  have  been  fpeaking« 
yet  the  Neighbourhood  of  the  Sea  fupplies  it  with  all 
things  neceflary.  The  moft  remarlcable  thing  is^ 
that  they  catch  a  kind  of  Thornback,  whole  Skin  is 
proper  for  fcveral  Ufes,  efpecially  to  make  Scabbards, 
for  Cutlafles.  They  carry  on  a  great  Trade  with  them 
in  the  Country,  and  tranfport  them  into  Japanj^  and 
throughout  the  Empire. 

fbe  Seventh  City^  Kin  hoa  fou. 

THIS  City  is  placed  in  the  Hearty  of  a  Pro- 
vince, and  on  the  Banks  of  a  fine  River,  into  which 
feveral  little  ones  difcharge  themfclves :  It  was  for- 
merly of  great  Extent,  and  famous  for  the  Beauty  of 
its  Buildings  •,  but  the  People,  who  are  of  a  warlike 
Difpofition,  having  long  refifted  all  the  Power  of 
the  Tartars  who  invaded  China^  were  at  length  fub- 
dued,  and  one  Part  of  the  City  burnt  ;  it  is  now  re- 
built, as  well  as  a  laree  Bridge  which  is  on  the  Weft- 
fide,  and  another  of  Bo^ts  ne^r  the  City  Lang  ki 
bteuj  which  is  the  fineft  of  all  thofe  which  the  fir- 
tars  burnt. 

Kin  boa  hath  eight  Cities  of  the  Third  Order  in  its 
Diftrlft ;  they  are  partly  fituated  in  a  level  Country, 
and  partly  among  the  Mountains.  Rice  grows  here 
in  great  Pl^nty^  ^d  the  Wine  ipade  of  it  Is  ^uch 
^fteemcd. 
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They  here  drive  on  a  great  Trade  with  large  dri- 
ed Plumbs,  and  Hams,  which  are  much  efteemed, 
and  fent  into  all  the  Provinces  of  the  Empire,  There 
are  almoft  every  where  feen  little  Shrubs,  with  a 
white  Flower  not  unlike  Jefiamin,  which  produce 
Tallow  that  makes  very  white  Candles,  which  will 
not  ftick  to  the  Hands,  nor  yield  any  bad  Smell  when 
extinguilh'd. 

l!he  Eighth  City^  Kia  tcheou  fou.     ^ 

"THE  Situation  of  this  City  is  agreeable  enough  j 
it  is  built  near  a  fine  River,  and  between  two  others 
th^t  are  fmaller  that  run  into  it :  It  is  the  moft 
Southern  City  of  the  Provmce,  and  borders  on  the 
Provinces  of  Kiang  fi  and  Fo  kien ;  but  the  Road 
which  leads  to  this  laft  Province,  which  is  but  three 
Days  Journey,  is  very  difficult  to  travel  in,  becaufe 
of  the  Mountains  which  there  is  a  Neceflity  ofpaf- 
fmg. 

This  Road  begins  in  the  Neighbourhood  of  the 
City  of  Kiang  cban  hien^  wherein  one  is  oblig'd  to 
travel  near  thirty  Leagues  on  Mountains,  wHofe 
Afcents  and  Defcents  are  very  fteep ;  there  is  one  that 
hath  Stairs  on  the  fide  of  it  of  more  than  300  Steps 
made  of  Stone  i  the  Travellers  find  from  time  to  time 
convenient  Inns.  The  reft  of  the  Country  hath  no- 
thing remarkable  ;  it  hath  five  Cities  in  its  Di- 
ftria. 

7^e  Ninth  City^  Yen  tcheou  fpu,  and  Men 

tcheou  fou. 

T  H  O'  this  City  is  fituate  on  the  Banks  of  a  Ri- 
ver that  runs  nigh  its  Walls,  and  is  near  enough  ano- 
ther which  carries  pretty  large  Barks,  yet  it  is  not 
to  be  compared  to  the  other  Cities  of  the  Province 
for  the  Grandeur,  Number,  and  Riches  of  its  Inha- 
bitants, 
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bitants.     The  Hills  and  Mountains,  of  which  this 
Country  is  full,  render  it  very  unequal. 

There  are  found  here  Mines  of  Copper,  and  Trees 
that  yield  Varnifli,  which  gives  a  Value  to  the  Ca- 
binet-Work fo  much  efteemed  in  Europe ;  when  this 
Varnifh  is  once  dry  it  never  melts  again,  and  will 
bear  boiling  Water.  The  Paper  Manufafture  of  this 
Place  is  in  equal  Efteem,  and  for  which  they  have  a 
great  Demand  :  Si^  Cities  of  the  Third  Order  arc  in 
its  Diftri<ft. 

^e  'Tenth  City,  Ouen  tcheou  fou. 

THE  Situation  of  this  City  is  in  Marfliy  Land, 
very  near  the  Sea,  and  the  Beauty  of  its  Buildiiigs 
gave  it  the  Name  of  Little  Hang  tcheou.  The  Flux 
and  Reflux  of  the  Seaafcends  to  the  very  Walls,  where 
one  may  fee  a .  great  Number  of  Barks  and  largq- 
Vefiels,  that  lie  there  in  a  fafe  and  commodious 
Haven. 

The  whole  Country  is  a  Mixture  of  fertile  Pkins 
and  barren  Mountains,  fome  of  which  are  very  crag- 
gy and  fteep,  efpecially  in  the   Neighbourhood   of  . 
Fo  kien  ^  it  hath  five  Cities  of  the  Third  Order  in  its 
Diftrid.  , 

The  Eleventh  Cityy  Tchu  tcheou  fou. 

THIS  whole  Country  is  encompaffcd  with  vaft 
Mountains,'  the  Vallies  are  very  fruitful,  and.  Rice  is 
very  cheap,  on  account  of  the  Difficulty  of  tranP  \ 

porting  it  elfe where  -,.  the  City  is  fituated  on  the  Banks 
of  a  fine  River;  which  is  navigable  as  far  as  the  Sea : 
The  Mountains  are  covered  with  handfome  Trees,  and 
among  others  with  Pines  of  an  extraordinary  Thick- 
nefs ;  there  are  fome,  as  we  have  been  aflfur'd,  that 
will  hold  more  than  thirty  Men  in  the  Cavity  of  their 
Trunk  -,  they  fervc  for  building  Houfcs  and  Chinefe 
Veflels. 

•The 
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The  Rivulets  are  bordered  widi  Forefts  of  Reeds 
or  Cane,  called  by  die  Europeans,  Bamboos ;  fome 
^t>w  up  to  the  Hei^  of  thirty  Foot,  and  the  fmall- 
cft  are  not  leis  than  ten  -,  if  they  are  burnt  whife 
green,  there  proceeds  a  Water  from  them  looked  up- 
on by  the  Phyficians  as  very  wholefome,  and  is  given 
to  thofe  who  have  their  Blood  coagulated  by  any 
Bruile  or  Fall,  it  being  pretended  that  this  Water 
lias  the  Virtue  of  freeing  the  Body  from  this  corrupt- 
ed Blood.     It  hath  ten  Cities  in  its  Diftridt. 


7be  Sixth  Province  of  the  Empire  ^  China, 

Hou  quang. 

•ir  H I S  great  Province  is  placed  in  the  middle  of  the 
Empire,  between  the  Provinces  of  Ho  natiy  Kiang 
natty  Kiang  Ji,  ^^^g  ^ongj  ^angftj  KoeiUbeoUy  Se 
tcbueny  and  Chen  ft ;  the  great  River,  Tang  ife  kiangy 
runs  crofi  it  from  Eaft  to  Weft,  dividing  it  in  two 
Parts,  the  Northern  and  Southern, 

The  North  Part  contains  eight  FoUy  or  Cities  of 
the  Firft  Order,  and  fixty  Cities  of  the  Second  and 
Third  Orders,  without  reckoning  the  Towns,  Villa- 
ges, and  Cities  of  War. 

The  grcatcft  Part  of  this  Province  is  a  flat  open 
Country,  watered  in  all  parts  with  Brooks,  Lakes, 
and  Rivers  ^  there  are  great  Numbers  of  all  kinds 
of  Filh,  and  great  Plenty  x)f  Wild-Fowl  upon  the 
Lakes. 

*  The  Fields  nourifli  Bcafts  widiout  number ;  the 
Land  produces  all  forts  of  Grain  and  Fruits,  efpeci- 
ally  Oranges  and  Citrons  of  all  kinds  -,  the  Moun* 
ta|ns  contaih  great  Plenty  of  Simples  and  Medicinal 
^erbs  }  feme  of  them  abound  with  Talk,  and  others 
arc  covered  with  large  old  Pines,    fit  to  make  the 

great 
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great  Pillars  which  the  Cbinefe  Architcfts  make  ufe 
of  in  their  fineft  Buildings. 

In  th^  Sands  of  the  Rivers  and  Brooks  which  dc- 
fcend  fix)m  the  Mountains  they  find  Gold ;  there  are 
^lines  of  Iron,  Tin,  Tottenague,  and  fuch  like  Me- 
tals, alfo  great  Quantities  of  Paper,  made  of  the 
Bamboos  which  grow  there :  In  the  Fields  there  are 
great  Numbers  of  little  Infefts  that  yield  Wax,  as 
well  as  Bees  which  produce  Honey. 

In  a  word,  there  is  fuch  great  Plenty  of  ail  forts 
of  Commodities,  that  it  is  commonly  called  the  Ma- 
gazine of  the  Empire ;  and  it  is  a  Proverb  among 
the  Cbinefe^  That  the  Province  of  Kiang  fi  may  fur- 
mjb  China  with  a  Breakfafty  hut  none  but  Hou  quang 
can  wholly  maintain  it. 

There  was  formerly  in  this  Province  a  great  Num- 
ber of  Princes  defcended  from  the  Royal  Family  of 
Hong  vouy  but  this  Family  is  now  almofl;  extinguiih- 
cd  by  the  Tartars. 

.  The  North  Part  of  the  Province  of  Hou  quang. 

The  Ftrft  Cityy  and  Capital  of  the  Province^  Vou 

chang  fou. 

THIS  is  both  the  Capital  of  the  Province,  and 
the  North  Part  of  it,    called  Hou  pe^  where  refides 
the  Tfong  tou  of  both  Parts  of  this  Province  -,    it  has 
under  its  particular  Jurifdidlion  one  City  of  the  Second      ^ 
Order,  and  nine  of  the  Third. 

Vou  chang  is  almoft  in  the  Centre  of  the  Em-, 
pire,  and  fituate  in  a  Place  which  may  moll  eafily 
communicate  with  the  reft  of  the  Provinces.  This 
City  joined  to  Han  yang^  from  which  it  is  fcparatcd 
only  by  the  Breadth  of  the  River  Tang  tfe  kiangy  and^ 
the  little  River  Han  forms  a  Place  the  beft  Peopled, 
and  of  the  greateft  Refort  in  China  j  one  may  com-  / 

pare  the  Extent  of  this  City  to  PariSy  and  Han  Tang 
to  Lyonsy   or  Rcuen:    Add  to  this,   an  incredible 

I^um- 
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The  Mountains  produce  ievend  Sorts  of  Medicinal 
Herbs,  and  a  great  Quantity  of  fine  Tin :  The  Soil  is 
fertile  in  every  Part,  and  there  grows  here  a  very  un- 
cx)mmon  Shrub  not  unlike  Ivy ;  it  creeps  up  the  oqt* 
fide  of  Trees  as  that  does,  and  produces  Flowers  of  a 
yellowilh  White ;  the  Extreniities  of  the  Branches  are 
as  fine  as  Threads  of  Silk. 

This  City  hath  fix  Cities  of  the  Third  Order  iindcr 
its  Juriididion ;  one  of  them,  called  Tcbeou  cban  Uen, 
is  on  the  Banks  of  a  River  that  difcharges  it  felf  in- 
to the  Hany  its  Water  is  ufeful  to  take  Spots  out  of 
Silk,  and  to  fharpen  Edge-Tools ;  beyond  all  queftion 
there  are  certain  Salts  mixed  with  the  Water  that  give 
it  this  Virtue. 

The  Sixth  City,  Te  ngan  fou. 

THIS  City  is  not  far  from  ,the  River  Taf^  t/e 
kiaffg^y  is  fituated  on  the  Banks  of  a  River  that  rum 
into  it,  and  which  communicates  by  feveral  Branches 
with  divers  Lakes  which  lie  near  it :  Six  Cities  of  the 
Third  Order  are  in  its  Diftrift.  The  Country  is  en- 
dofed  on  the  North  by  Mountains,  and  on  the  South 
^  by  Rivers,  which  render  it  very  fi-uitful : '  There  is  no- 

thing particular  belongs  to  it,  but  a  kind  of  White 
Wax,  |)roduced  by  little  White  Infefts,  which  do 
not  rcguire  any  Care  like  Bees,  but  are  found  in  the 
open  Fields :  They  make  Candles  of  this  Matter,  which 
h  whiter  than  Wax,  yields  a  clearer  Light,  and  while 
burning  a  more  agreeable  Scent.  , 

The  Seventh  City,  Kin  tcheou  fou. 

THE  Diflxia  of  this  City  is  confiderablc,  it  con- 
tains thirteen  Cities,  two  of  the  Second  Order,  and 
eleven  of  the  Third ;  it  makes  a  fine  Appearance,  the 
Lakes  which  are  round  it  do  not  a  litde  contribute  to 
render  the  Land  fiiiitful  and  pleafant  j  befides  it  hath 
a  great  Trade,  is  well  built,  and  is  not  lefs  populous 
than  the  Capital :  It  is  divided  by  a  fingle  Wall  into 

two 
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two  Parts,  one  of  which  belongs  to  the  Cbtnefe^  the 
other  to  the  Tartars^  of  which  the  Garriibn  confifts. 

There  are  Plenty  of  Oranges  of  a  little  fhairpiih 
Tafte^  the  different  Lakes  furnifh  Variety  of  the  beft 
Filh.  The  Reafon  why  the  Tartars  have  built  a  Cit- 
tadel  in  this  Place,  is  to  keep  the  Government  of  the 
City  in  their  own  Hands,  the  Situation  of  which  reri* 
dcrs  it  of  great  Confequence ;  it's  commonly  laid  that 
thofe  who  are  poflefled  of  Kin  tcbeou  have  the  Key  of 
>Cbina. 

The  Eighth  City^  Hoang  tcheou  fou. 

THE  Situation  of  this  City  is  on  the  Banks  of  the 
River  Tang  tfe  kiang ;  its  fmalJ  Diftance  from  the  Ca  • 
!  pital,  and  the  Number  of  Lakes  .which  furround  it,  ren- 
der it  a  moll  agreeable  Place  for  Habitation ;  it  is 
extremely  well  peopled,  and  for  Trade  gives  place 
to  few  other  Cities.  There  come  there  daily  a  fur- 
prifing  Number  of  Barks,  loaded  with  all  forts  of 
Merchandize. 

The  whole  Diftridl  is  admirably  well  cultivated, 
I  and  agreeably  diverfified  by  the  Rivers  and  Brooks 
that  Water  it,  as  well  as  by  the  Mountains  which 
bound  it  on  the  North ;  fome  of  thefe  Mountains  are 
covered  with  Trees,  which  are  of  great  fervice  to  the 
Inhabitants ;  there  are  alfo  Fountains,  which  have  the 
Property  of  giving  Tea  a  delicious  Tafte. 

There  are  taken  in  the  River  near  the  City  great 
Numbers  of  Tortoifes,  fome  great,  fome  fmall,  which 
the  Nobility  keep  in  their  Gardens  for  Diverfion,  and 
alio  at  their  Pleafure-Houfes.  They  make  exaellent 
Arrack,  which  is  very  ftrong,  and  takes  Fire  in  an 
Inftant,  and  hath  no  bad  Smell  5  there  are  alio  very 
good  Chefnuts,  and  very  large.  Its  Diftrid:  contains 
nine  Cities,  one  of  the  Second  Order,  and  eight  of 
the  Third. 
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T^e  South  Part  of  the  Province  of  Hou  quang. 

^e  Ftrji  City^  and  Capital  of  the  South  Part^ 

Tchang  tcha  fou. 

THIS  is  the  Cajpital  of  the  South  Part  of  the 
Province,  called  by  the  Cbinefe  Hou  nan :  It  is  fituatc 
on  a  large  River,  which  hath  Communication  with 
the  great  Lake  Tong  ting  hou :  The  Rivjers  and  Lakes 
wherewith  the  Country  is  watered,  and  the  Eafe  with 
which  Husbandmen  convey  the  Waters  into  their 
Grounds  by  Machines,  of  which  I  have  elfcwhere 
fpoken,  renders  the  Soil  rich  and  fruitful,  inibmuch 
that  there  is  no  fear  of  Famine  in  Seafons  of  the 
greateft  Drought.  There  is  great  Plenty  of  Filh  in 
the  Rivers,  and  efpecially  of  very  fine. Lampreys. 

The  Country  is  partly  flat,  and  partly  mountainous, 
from  which  they  get  fine  native  Cinnabar,  and  plenty 
of  Chalk,  which  the  Cbinefe  Phyficians  turn  into  Lin^, 
and  mix  with  their  Wine,  which  they  pretend  is  ex- 
cellent to  preferve  Health.  This  Capital  hath  in  its 
Diftridl  one  City  of  the  Second  Order,  and  eleven  of 
the  Third. 

The  Inhabitants  of  this  City  have  given  occafion 
to  a  great  Feftival,  which  is  celebrated  in  the  fifth 
Month  throughout  the  Empire :  The  Mandarin  who 
governed  this  City,  and  was  much  cfteemed  and  beloved 
by  the  People  for  his  Probity  and  Virtue,  happening 
to  be  drowned  in  the  River,  they  inftituted  a  Feftival 
to  his  Honour,  which  is  celebrated  by  Sports,  and 
Feafts,  and  Fights  upon  the  Waters,  as  if  they  in- 
tended to  fearch  for  the  Mandarin,  the  Objed  of  their 
Love  and  Grief:  This  Feftival,  which  was  at  firft 
particular  to  this  City,  came  afterwards  to  be  obierved. 
throughout  the  Empire. 

. .  They  prepare  for  this  remarkable  Day  finall  gilt 
Barks,  long  and  narrow,  one  of  whofe  Ends  is  of 
the  Shape  of  a  Dragon,  whence  they  are  called  Long 
tchuen.   Formerly  they  had  Skirmifhcs  upon  the  Wa- 

tcr, 
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ter,  and  there  were  Rewards  affigned  to  thofe  that 
got  the  Viftory  •,  but  as  thefe  forts  of  Diverfions  were 
attended  with,  dangerous  Gonfequences,  and  fome- 
I times  were  accompanied  ^th  fatal  Accidents,  they 
were  prohibited  by  the  Mandarins  almoft  all  over  the 
Empire* 

The  Sicmd  City^  Yo  tcheou  fou. 

THE  Situation  of  this  City  is  uncommon;  it 
ftands  on  theBariks  of  the  great  River  Tang  tfe  kiang^ 
and  the  great  Lake  Tong  ting :  This  Lake,  which  re- 
fcmbles  a  Sea,  is  remarkable  for  the  Greatnefs  of  its  Cir- 
cuit, which  is  more  than  fourfcore  of  our  Leagues ; 
j  for  the  Quantity  of  its  Water,   efpecially  in  certain 
;  Seafons,  in  which  the  two  great  Rivers  of  the  Province,, 
fwelled  with  Rains,  difcharge  themfclves  into  it,  pat 
ifing  out  on  the  {other  Side  infenfibly  diminilhed,   and 
for  the  aftonilhing  Quantity  of  fine  Fifh  which  are 
caught  therein.     The  great  Number  of  Barks  and 
;  Merchandizes  which  are  brought  thither,  render  it  one 
of  the  richeft  Cities  of  the  Empire  ;  its  Diftrii5l  con- 
tains one  City  of  the  Second  Order,  and  {sven  of  the 
Third ;    fome  of  thefe  Cities   are  on  the  Eaft  Side 
of  the  Lake,  ancf  others  on  the  Weft  i^  It  is  every 
where  ejctremely  fruitful,  and  full  of  different  kinds 
i  of  Orange  and  Limon-Trees. 
I    Several  of  the  Mountains  are  covered  with  Forefts 
i  of  different  forts  of  Trees,  efpecially  Pines;  in  fbme. 
are  found  Lajpis  Lazuli^  and  the  Green  Stone,  which, 
reduced  to  Powder  fiirnilhcs  Painters  with  a  very  beau- 
tiful Green  -,  out  of  others  are  got  Chalk,   and  little 
black  Stones,  which  the  Phyficians  likewife  reduce  in- 
I  to  an  impalpable  Powder,  and  give  it  as  an  efficacious 
Remedy  againft  Difeafes  of  the  Throat,    efpecially 
thcQuinfey. 
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^e  TTlnrd  Cityj  Pao  king  fou. 

THIS  City  ftands  on  the  River  Lo  kiang^  whofc 
Stream  runs  into  the  Heng  kiangy  which  hath  a  Com- 
munication with  the  Lake  Tong  ting.  Its  Diftrift 
confifts  of  fruitful  Vallies  and  plea&nt  Fields,  which 
arc  mountainous  towards  the  Province  of  ^at^  fu 
^  *  It  hath  in  its  Jurifdiftion  one  City  of  the  Second 
Order,  and  Four  of  the  Third, 

Oi  the  North  of  the  City  Ou  kiang  tcbeau  the  Ri- 
ver is  dangerous,  and  the  Barks  pafs  along  with  diffi- 
culty ;  its  Stream  pafles  acrols  the  Rocks  with  a  won- 
deritil  Swifmefs.  There  is  a  Column  of  Copper  e- 
re&ed,  to  which  the  Barks  are  '  made  fail  till  the 
neceiTary  Meafures  are  taken  to  get  up  the  River 
with  S^ety. 

Tie  Fourth  City^  Heng  tcheou  fou. 

TheDiftrift  of  this  City  is  of  a  pretty  large  Extent, 
it  comprehends  one  of  the  Second  Order,  and  nine  of 
the  Third  $  it  is  fituated  on  an  Angle>  made  by  two 
Rivers  that  indole  part  of  its  Bounds.  Its  Mountains 
are  pleaiant  and  well  cultivated,  fome  of  which  are 
covered  with  Evergreens.  The  Coifntry  produces  all 
the  Neceflaries  of  Life ;  there  is  great  plenty  of  Game, 
and  feveral  Mines  of  Silver,  but  the  Opening  of  them 
is  prohibited.  They  alfo  make  very  good  Paper  j  in 
ihort>  every  thing  is  plentiful,  and  this  is  not  one  of 
the  Icaft  Cities  of  the  Province. 

the  Ftftb  City^  Tchang  te  fou. 

IT  is  a  large  City,  fituated  on  the  Banks  of  the 
River  Tuen  kiang^  and  at  a  fmall  Diftance  from  the 
great  Lake  Tong  tingj  wherein  the  River  dilcharges  it 
fclf.  Its  Extent  is  fmall,  having  but  four  Cities  of  the 
Third  Order  in  its  Diflxift ;  bOt  the  Land  is  the  mofl 
fruitful  of  any  in  the  Province,  and  the  River,  which 
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is  navigable  almoft  throughout,  caufes  Trade  to  flou- 
rifli ;  every  thing  grows  there  in  great  plenty. 

That  which  is  uncommon,  is  a  particular  Sort  of 
Orange-Trees,  which  bear  no  Fruit  till  the  Seafbn  in 
which  others  bear  is  pafl :  This  makes  the  Cbineje 
call  them  Winter  Orange-Trees :  They  have  a  ve- 
ry delicious  Tafte. 

The  Mountains  are  foil  of  Deer :  There  are  alfo 
plenty  of  Cedars  on  them,  whofc  Fruit  is  not  good 
to  cat,  but  they  hang  it  up  in  their  Rooms,  becaufe 
it  yields  a  very  agreeable  Scent.  There  is  alfo  great 
ftore  of  Lapis  Lazuli^  zm  well  as  the  befl  Manna. 

The  Sixth  City^  Tching  tcheou  fou. 

THIS  City  is  fituated  on  an  Angle  made  by  two 
•Rivers ;  the  Country  is  watered  by  a  great  Number 
<rf"  Brooks,  which  nmkes  the  Vallies  exceeding  finit- 
fill;  it  is  very  full  of  Mountains,  which  yield, plenty 
rf  Quickfilver,  Lapis  Lazuli^  and  Green  Stones  for 
Painting :  There  are  alfo  Mines  of  Silver  aiid  Gold. 

The  People  Who  inhabit  thele  Mountains  are  not 
ib  polite  as  the  reft  of  the  Cbinefe ;  on  the  contrary, 
dieir  rude  and  iavage  Manno:^  make  them  to  be 
looked  upon  as  Barbarians :  The  Diftrift  of  this  CI- 
ty  contains  one  of  the  Second  Order,  and  nine  of  the 
Third. 

The  Seventh  City^  Yong  tcheou  fou.    . 

THIS  City,  the  moft  Southern  of  the  Province, 
is  furrounded  with  .Mountains,  whofe  Verdure  renders 
a  very  agreeable  Profpeft,  and  is  fituate  on  the  Banks 
of  a  River,  which  not  far- from  thence  runs  into  the 
Siang  kiarig.  The  Water  of  this  River  is  fo  clear  and 
limpid,  that  in  the  deepeft  Places  you  may  count  the 
Scones  and  Flints  that  are  at  the  Bottom  :  There  grows 
plenty  of  Bamboos  in  Ibme  part  of  this  Diftri(5l,  and 
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in  others  the  Lien  boa^  with  y^llo^  Flowers :  There 
are  eight  Cities  in  its  Jurifdidtion,  one  of  the  Second 
Order,  and  feven  of  the  Third. 

Befides  thefe  principal  Citiei,  there  are  two  of  the 
Second  Order,  which  are  not  fubjedt  to  any  FoUy  or 
City  of  the  Firft  Order,  and  have  each  a  Jurifdi6tion 
over  other  Cities :  The  firft  is  called  TJin  tcbeou^  and 
is  on  the  Frontiers  of  the  Province  of  Koei  tcheou^  it 
h^  in  its  Diftridt  three  Cities  of  the  Third  Order : 
The  fecond  is  called  Tching  TcbeoUy  a  very  large  and 
populous  City,  built  between  two  Rivers  ;  five  Ci- 
ties of  the  Third  Order  are  fubjed  to  it,  all  fitu- 
ated  on  the  Frontiers  of  the  'City  of  ^ang  long :  The* 
this  City  is  full  of  Mountains,  yet  they  do  not  hin- 
der its  Cultivation. 


■ri}e  Seventh  Province  of  the  'Empire  of  China, 

Ho  nan. 

npH  I  S  Province^  for  the  Mildhefe  of  its  ClimatCj 
and  Fertility  of  its  Soil,  is  generally  efteem'd  a 
delicious  Country,  and  is  called  by  the  Chinefe  Tong 
hoa^  that  is.  The  Flower  of  the  Middle,  becaufe  it  is 
fituated  near  the  middle  of  Cbina.  It  is  bounded  on 
the  North  by  the  Provinces  oi  Pe  tcheli  and  Cbanji^ 
on  the  Weft  by  Chen  fi^  on  the  South  by  Hou  quango 
and  on  the  Eaft  by  Chan  tong ;  it  is  watered  by  the 
River  Hoang  ho,  Befides  the  Forts,  Caftles,  and  Gar- 
rifon  Cities,  it  contains  eight  FoUy  or  Cities  of  the 
Firft  Order,  and  102  of  the  Second  and  Third  Or- 
ders. 

The  Chinefe  fay  that  Fo  Ai,  the  Firft  Founder  of 
their  Monarchy,  kept  his  Court  in  this  Provinee  ; 
fome  of  their  Authors  affirm  that  he  began  his  Reign 
^952  Years  before  the  coming  of  Cbrifi :  If  their  O- 

pinion 
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pinion  Jbe  true,  it  confirms  the  Chronology  of  the  Sep^ 
tuagint. .  The  Air  of  this  Country  is  very  temperate 
and  healthful ;  it  abounds  with  Corn,  Rice,  Pafture, 
Cattle,  Oranges  of  all  forts,  Pomegranates,  and  all 
kinds  of  Fruits  as  Eur$pe  does.  The  whole  Province 
is  a  Champaign  Country,  excepting  towards  the  Weft, 
wherq  there  are  Mountains  covered  with  Forefts  ; '  but 
towai^s  the  Eaft  it  is  cultivated  like  a  Garden  5  the 
Cbinefe  call  it  The  Garden  of  China. 
.  It  is  alfo  well  watered  with  Fountains,  Brooks  and 
Rivers,  which  make  it  very  plcafant.  There  is  a 
Lake  in  it  remarkable  for  giving  an  inimitable 
Luftre  to  Silk,  with  which  this  Country  abounds. 
In  one  of  the  Cij^s*  named  Nang  yag^  there  is  a  ' 

I  kind  of  Serpent,  wh^rae  Skin  is  fpeckled  with  whjte 
I  Spots,  which  the  Cbinefe  Phyficians  fteep  in  a  Phiol 
nil  of  Wine,  and  give  it  as  a  Remedy  for  the  Palfy. 

^e  Firji  Cityy  and  Metropolis  of  the  Province^  . ' 

Cai  fong  fou. 

.THIS  is  a- large,  rich,  and  populous  Place,  fitu- 
ated  in  a  fine  Country,  in  the  middle  of  a  large  and 
sell  cultivated  Plain,  within  two  Leagues  and  a  half 
the  River  Hoang  bo  \  it  hath  this  Inconveniency, 
ing  fituated  in  a  Bottom,  that  the  River  is  higher 

the  City":  "     '   '  - 

To  prevent  the  Inundations  they  have  mkde  great 
Dikes  of  more  than  thirty  Leagues  long ;    in  the  Year 
J164.2  this  City  was  befieged  by  the  Rebels,  whofe 
y  confifted  of  upwards  of  100,000  Men  ;  the 
Jity  had  endured  a  Si^e  of  fix  Months  -,  the  General 
f the  Army,  who  was  come  to  fuccour  the  City,  find- 
ig  it  imprafticable  to  relieve  it,  ordered  the  Dikes 
f  the  great  River  Hoang  bo  to  be  broke  open,  in  order 
overflow  the  Country.  The  Inundation  was  fo  vio- 
t  that  it  droysrned  the  City,   and  joOjOoo^inhabir 
nts  periihed, 
^- 
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Caifong  was  then  three  Leagues  in  Circumfei^nce ; 
it  has  been  rebuilt  fince  that  Misfortune,  but  is  not  con- 
fiderable  enough  to  be  placed  in  the  Firft  Rank  of 
the  Cities  of  China.  Its  Diftrift  is  very  large,  and 
Contains  four  Cities  of  the  Second  Order,  and  thirty 
of  the  Third. 

^e  Second  City^  Kouei  te  fou. 

THIS  City  is  fituated  in  a  vaft  Plain  between 
two  fine  Rivers ;  its  Diftrift  contains  feven  Cities, 
one  of  the  Firft  Order,  and  fix  of  the  Third:  Thefe' 
Cities  are  rich,  and  well  peopled  ;  the  Country  is  flat, 
and  well  cultivated  :  The  Air  is  very  pure,  and  the 
Soil  fruitful  in  all  forts  of  Grain  and  Fruits,  eipecial^ 
ly  Oranges  and  Pomegranates. 

The  Third  City^  Tchang  te  fou. 

THIS  City  is  fituated  in  the  Northern  Part  of 
the  Province  •,  its  Diftrift  is  not  large,  being  ftraight- 
ned  by  the  Provinces  of  Pe  tcbe  li^  and  of.  Cbanfi  ;  it 
is  well  watered  with  feveral  Rivers,  which  make  its 
Soil  very  fertile  •,  they  dig  out  of  the  Mountains,  which 
are  not  very  high,  Loadftones,  and  they  bear  divers 
kinds  of  Wormwood,  In  the  PrecincS:  of  this  City 
there  is  one  City  of  the  Second  Order,  and  fix  of  the 
Third. 

The  Fourth  Cityr  Ouei  kiun  fou. 

THIS  City  is  built  on  the  Bank  of  a  River  in 
a  fandy  Ground,  whole  Soil  is  not  fo  rich  a3  the  reft 
of  the  Province ;  it  has  in  its  Diftridt  but  fix  Cities  of 
the  Third  Order. 

Tie  Bftb  CUyy  Hoai  king  fou. 

THE  Territory  of  this  City  is  but  of  a  very 
fmall  Extent ;  it  is  bounded  on  the  North  by  the 
Mountains  which  feparate  it  from  the  Province  of 
Ckanjiy  9^d  on  the  South  it  hath  the  great  River  Hoang 
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ho ;  its  Diftrift  contains  but  fix  Cities  of  the  Third 
Order.  The  Air  is  mild,  and  very  healthful,  the 
Soil  is  equally  fertile,  producing  all  the  neceflaries  of 
Life  in  abundance :  There  are  great  Quantities  of  Sim-^ 
pies  and  Medicinal  Plants,  which  fupply  the  Province* 

Jie  Sixth  City^  Honan  fou. 

THIS  City,  which  has  the  lame  Name  with  the 
Province,  is  fituated  between  Hills  and  three  Rivers. 
The  Cbinefe  thought  formerly  that  it  was  the  Center 
of  the  Earth,  becaufe  it  is  in  the  Center  of  their  ]^« 
pirc  The  Soil  about  it  is  fertile,  and  the  City  is 
very  large  and  populous ;  itis  Diftrift  is  of  great  Ex- 
tent, and  contains  one  City  of  the  Second  Order,  and 
thirteen  of  the  Third.  One  of  thefe  Cities,  called 
^engfong  bieny  is  remarkable  for  die  Tower  which  the 
£imous  fcbeau  kong  built,  and  in  which  he  ufed  to  ob- 
fcrve  the  Celeftial  Motions  ;  there  is  yet  remaining 
an  Inftrament  with  which  he  uied  to  take  the  Alti-* 
tude  of  the  Sun  at  Noon,  in  order  to  find  the  Lati- 
tude :  He  lived  upwards  of  looo  Years  before  the 
Birth  of  Chrift  ;  the  Cbinefe  pretend  that  he  invented 

die  Mariners  Compafs. 

•         • 

^e  Seventh  City^  Nan  y ang  fou. 

THE  Country  about  this  City  is  very  fine^ 
large,  and  of  a  wonderful  Fertility  ;  the  City  is  fitu- 
ated on  the  Banks  of  a  fmall  River,  being  neither 
large,  rich,  nor  populous,  and  is  furrounded  with 
Mountains ;  fome  of  them  have  the  Lapis  Lazuli^ 
There  are  alfo  Serpents  fpotted  with  White,  as  I 
mentioned  before,  and  which  the  Cbinefe  Phyficians. 
ufe  for  the  Cure  of  the  Palfy.  The  Jurifdiftion  of 
this  City  is  vaftly  great,  and  comprehends  two  Cities 
of  the  Second  Order,  and  fix  of  the  Third. 


^e 
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The  Eighth  Cityy  Yu  hing  fou. 

THIS  City  is  fituatcd  upon  the  Banks  of  the  Ri- 
ver Tu  ho.  Tlie  Country  within  its  Diflrid  is  very 
large,  and  is  partly  flat,  and  partly  mountainous, 
efpecially  to  the  North  and  South  ;  it  is  watered  with 
feveral  Rivers,  which  renders  the  Soil  very  fruitful. 
There  are  two  Citics/of  the  Secood, .  apd  .twelve  of  the 
Third  Ordo-  under,  its-  Jurifflidion,  .  * 


^e  Eighth  Trcvifice  of  the  Empire  of  China, 

Chan  tong. 


-~  t  * 


^ HIS  is  one  of  thcmoft  fruitful  Provinces  of  the 
f^  Empire  :  It  is  bounded  Weftward  with  the  Pro- 
vince of  Fe  tche  liy  and  Part  of  Ho  nan^  Southward 
Vfixh  Kiang  nan^  Eaftward  with  the  Gulph  of  Kiang 
,  »4»,  .  and  Northward  with  the  Gulpli  of  Pe  iche  li. 
It. is  divided  into,  fix  Countries  ;  there^are  in  it  fix  Ci- 
ties of  the  Firft  Order,  and  114  of  the  Second  and 
Third  Order,  befides  fifteen  Forts  built  along  the 
Coafts  at  the- Mouth  of  Havens  arid  Rivers,  and  fe- 
yeral  Iflands.  in  the  Gulph,  •  which  are  very  populous, 
ajad  have  ver-y  good  Havens.  The  Imperial  Canal  paf- 
fes  through  Part  of  this  Province ;  it  is  through  this 
Canal  that  all  the  Barks,  which  go  from  the  Southward 
to  F eking  pafs ;  tthe  Duties  which  they  pay  for  the  Mer-» 
chandifes  they  carry  amoupt  to  io,qoo,ooq.  The 
,  Length  of  this  Canal,  the  Thicknefs  and  the  Height  of 
the  Dikes  through  which  it  runs,'  and  which  are  made 
of  hewen  Stone,  with  Ornaments  at  proper  Diftances, 
ihew  the  admirable  Induftry  of  the  Cbinefe.  Befides 
this  great  Canal  it  is  well  water'd  with  Lakes,  Ri- 
vers, and  Brooks,  which  render  it  very  fertile.  It 
abounds  with  Rice,  Millet,  Wheat,  Barley,  Beans, 

and 
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and  all  forts  of  Grain  and  Fruity  and  alfo  wkK  alt 
forts  of  Fowls,  as  Capons,  Pheaiants,  Partridges,, 
Quails,  and  Hares,  which  sUre  very  cheap ;  and.  alio 
Fifli,  which  are  fo  plenty  that  they  are  fold  for  little 
or  nothing.  » 

There  are  Fruits  of  all  kinds,  efpeci^ly  Pears, 
which  are  excellent,  Chefiiuts,  fine  Peaches,  divert 
forts  of  Nuts,  and  multitudes  of  Prunes ;  the.  Pruaes 
and  Pears  are  dry'd,  and  afterwards  fent  into  other; 
Provinces.  There  is  a  fort  of  Fruit  which  the  Por-- 
tu^uefe  call  Figs,  and  the  Chinefe  Setfe,.  which  is  to 
be  found  no  where  but  in  China  >  altho*  it  grows  in 
other  Provinces,  this  of  Chan  long  hath  the  greatefi 
Plenty  of  it. 

This  Fruit,  of  which  I  have  fpoken  in  other  Pk- 
ccs,  is  never  ripe  but  towards  the  beginning  of  Au- 
tumn :  It  is  commonly  dry*d  as  the  Figs  are  in  Europe f 
and  Ibid  in  the  Empire,  when  it  becomes  white  as  if 
Flour  had  been  thrown  on  it,  and  is  covered  by  little 
and  little  with  a  Coat  of  Sugar.  Some  of  it  is  excel- 
lent for  Tafte,  and  eats  like  our  bt&  dry'd  Figs  -,  fuch 
is  that  which  is  gathered  in  the  Province  of  Chanfi^ 

There  is  another  Kipd,  which  is  green,  and  is  nevar 
tender  when  full  ripe,  but  is  cut  with  a  Knife  like 
our  Apples :  The  Trees  which  yield  thefe  Fruits, 
have  very  little  need  of  Dreffing.  There  are  a  kind  of 
Worms,  like  our  Caterpillars,  which  fpin  in  the  Fields 
a  fort  of  white  Silk,  whofe  Threads  flick  to  th$ 
Bulhes  and  Shrubs,^  of  which  they  make  a  coarfcr 
Silk  than  that  >vhidh  is,  made  of  the  Silk  Worms 
brought  up  in  Houfes,  but  clofer  and  thicker. . 

^b^  Ftrji  Cityy  and  Metropolis  of  this  Province^    . 

Tfi  nan  fbu. 

ALTHO*  this  Capital  is  not  built  near  the  great 
Canal,  yet  all  its  Trade  is  upon  it :  About  a  League 
from  this  Town  there  is  a  large  Village  galled  Leou 

keouj 
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kem^  which  is  on  the  Banks  of  a  River  called  Xfi^S 
boj  which  runs  into  the  Canal,  and  by  which  all  the 
Merchandifc  of  this  Town  is  conveyed  to  it.  The 
principal  Commodity  of  this  Country  are  the  Silks 
called  Kien  tcbeou.  which  are  made  of  the  Silk  of  the 
Worms  like  Caterpillars,  already  defcribed,  and  arc 
Tery  lafting,  and  very  cheap.  The  other  Commo- 
dity is  Cbinefe  Glafs,  called  Leou  li^  which  is  made 
*  at  a  large  Town  called  Ten  tching^  within  the  Di- 
ftrift  of  this  Capital :  This  fort  of  Glafs  is  more  britde 
than  that  of  Europe^  and  breaks  when  expofed  to  the 
Inclemencies  of  the  Airi 

Tfi  nan  is  a  very  large  and  populous  Place ;  there 
are  feveral  Lakes  within  its  Walls,  from  which  Ca- 
nals have  been  made  through  the  City ;  it  is  alfo 
beautified  with  very  fine  Buildings.  There  are  within 
its  Diftridt  four  Cities  of  the  Second  Order,  and 
twenty  fix  of  the  Third.  The  Country  about  it,  which 
l-caches  to  the  Sea,  is  very  finitful  in  all  kind  of 
Grain,  and  abounds  with  Catde.  In  fome  of  its 
Mountains  there  are  Iron  Mines,  and  the  Lakes  are 
well  flocked  with  Fifli.  The  Flowers  called  Uen 
boaj  which  I  have  mentioned  feveral  times,  are  very 
plentiful  in  this  Country.     * 

^e  Second  City^  Yen  tcheou  fou. 

THE  Territory  depending  upon  this  Capital  is 
inclofed  between  two  confiderable  Rivers,  one  to  the 
North  called  Ta  Ubin  ho^  and  the  other  to  the  South 
calPd  Hoang  ho^  befides  feveral  other  fmall  Rivers 
and  Lakes,  which  abound  with  Fifh,  and  make  the 
Soil  very  fruitful.  The  Country  is  very  well  cul- 
tivated, and  the  Mountains  are  covered  with  Woods, 
and  the  Air  mild  and  temperate.  There  are  twenty 
feven  Cities  within  the  Jurifdidion  of  this  Capital, 
whereof  four  are  of  the  Second  Order,  and  twenty 
three  of  the  Third.  One  of  thefe  Cities  called,  Tei 
mng  tcheou  J  is  in  no  wife  inferior  to  Ten  tcheou  j  cither 
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in  Magnitude,  Number  of  Inhabitants,  or  Ridies ; 
being  feated  in  the  midft  of  the  great  Canal,  it 
is  one  of  the  mofl  conliderable  Marts  of  the  Em« 
pire. 

There  is  another  City  called  Kio  fern  kien^  which 
is  remarkable  for  being  the  Birth-Place  of  Confucius^ 
the  great  Philofopher  of  this  Nation,  in  Honour  of 
whofe  Memory  die  Cbinefe  have  ereded  fcvcrai  Pub- 
lick  Monuments. 

?i&^  7&W  City^  Tong  tchang  fou. 

THIS  City  is  fituated  upon  the  Banks  of  the 
great  Canal,  and  is  very  rich,  and  a  Place  of  great 
Trade.  The  Country  within  its  Difbidt  produces 
Corn,,  and  Fruits  of  all  forts  in  great  abundance,  fy 
that  nothing  is  wanting  either  for  the  Neceflaries  or 
Pleaiures  of  Life.  There  are  three  Cities  of  the  Se- 
cond Order,  and  fifteen  of  the  Third,  within  its  Ju-» 
riididbion. 

There  is  one  of  thefe  Cities  called  Lin  tjin  tcbeou^ 
which  is  very  confiderable  for  its  Trade,  and  it  is 
there  that  the  grand  Canal  joins  the  River  Oei  boz 
It  is  one  of  the  moft  populous  and  trading  Cities  of 
the  whole  Empire,  and  is  no  lefs  remarkable  for  its 
fine  Buildings,  but  above  all  for  a  Tower  of  eight 
Stories  high,  which  is  without  the  Wall,  whof?  Out- 
fide  is  pf  Porcelain,  adorned  with  diverfe  Figures, 
and  the  Infide  of  polifh'd  Marble  of  difierenf  Co- 
lours ;  in  the  Wall  there  is  a  Stair-Cafe,  and  at  every 
Story  a  fine  Gallery  of  Marble,  with  Iron  Rails 
gilt ;  at  the  Comer  of  each  Gallery  there  are  little 
Bells,  which,  being  fhaken  with  the  Wind,  make  an 
agreeabla  Sound  ;  there  are  alfo  feveral  Idol  Tem- 
ples of  curious  Architedture. 

^e  Fourth  Cityj  Tfm  tcheou  fou, 

THE  Territory  dependmg  upon  this  City  is 
partly  watered  with  Rivers,  and  partly  mountainous ; 
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the  Soil  is  very  fruitful,  and  the  Neighbourhocxi  of 
the  Sea  fupplies  it  with  all  neceffarics  of  Life  ;  it  a- 
tounds  with  Fifh,  whofe  Skins  bring  great  Profit  to 
the  City.  In  this  Country  the  Cows  breed  in  their 
Bellies  a  yellow  Stone,  called  by  the  Cbimfej  Nieou 
hoang^  which  fometimes  is  as  big  as  the  Egg  of  a 
Goofe,  but  no  harder  than  a  foft  Leaden  Pencil,  and 
is  more  eftecmM  by  the  CUnefe  Phyficians  than  the 
Bezoar-Stone  \  they  fay  that  when  it  is  pulverised  in 
hot  Water,  it  immediately  cures  Defluxions  and  Ca- 
tarrhs, in  the  fame  manner  as  the  Stone  which  grows  in 
a  Bullock's  Gall-Bladder  cures  die  Jaundice. 
'  There  is  one  City  of  the  Second,  ^and  thirteen  of 
the  Thu-d  Order,  within  the  Jurifdidion  of  this 
City. 

the  Fijfth  Cityy  Ten  tchcou  fou. 

THIS  City  is  built  on  the  Sca-Shore,  and  has 
d.  very  convenient  Harbour,  with  a  ftrong  Garrifbn, 
and  feveral  Veffels  which  guard  the  Gulph.  Within 
its  Diftrift  are  eight  Cities,  one  of  the  Second  Or- 
der, and  feven  of  the  Third :  Part  of  thefe  Cities  are 
QH  the  Continent,  the  others  are  Sea-Ports,  where 
diere  are  very  good  Oifters.  Altho'  the  Country  is 
mountainous,  yet  it  is  well  watered  with  Rivers,  and 
the  Soil  very  fruitful.  The  Stone  of  Nieou  hoang^  is 
to  be  found  here,  as  well  as  in  the  preceding  City. 
The  Bamboos  or  Reeds  are  fquare  here,  altho'  round 
every  where  elfe. 

The  Sixth  City^  Lai  tcheou  fou. 

THIS  City  is  built  upon  a  Promontory,  and  is 
furrounded  by  the  Sea  on  one  fide,  and  by  Mountains 
on  the  other.  There  ai*e  two  Cities  of  the  Second 
Order,  and  five  of  the  Third,  within  its  Jurifdic- 
tion,  fome  of  which  Hand  by  the  Sea-fide,  efpecially 
Kiao  tcheou^  the  Situation  of  which  renders  it  almoft 
impregnable.     The  whole  Country  is  watered  with 
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Rivers,  which  makes  it  very  fruitful )  and  it  is  in- 
tcnuix'd  with  Plains  and  Mountains,  efpccially  to- 
wards the  Sea-coaft. 


J^be  Ninth  Province  of  the  Empire  of  China,  \ 

Chan  fi. 

T^  H I S  is  one  of  the  fmalleft  Provinces  of  China^ 
"*•  bounded  on  the  Eaft  by  Pe  Ube  li,  on  the  South 
by  Ho  nan  J  on  the  Weft  by  Chenjiy  and  the  NortK 
is  fcparated  from  Tartary  by  the  Great  Wall..  j£ 
has  but  five  Cities  of  the  Firft  Order,  and  eighty 
five  depending  Citids :  There  arp  alfo  feveral  Fortt 
built  at  certain  Diftances  to  defend  the  Great  Wal]^ 
and  levari  Garrifons,  which  are  larger  and  more  por 
pulous  than  many  of  the  other  Towns.  We  leara 
from  Hiftory,  that  the  People  of  this  Province  were 
the  firft  Inhabitants  of  China.  :■  - 

.  The  Climate  is  healthful  and  agreeable,  but  vc^ 
ry  mountainous;  fome  of  thefc  Mountains  are  very, 
fruitful,  and  have  abundance  of  Coal*Mincs,  which 
ferve  them  for  Fuel,  Wood  being  not  very  plenty  ia 
this  Province. 

It  abounds  with  all  manner  of  Com,  excepting 
Rice,  and  furniflbes  Wheat  and  Millet  to  other  Pro- 
vinces: Its  Vines  halve  very  g(x)d  Raifrns,  fit  to 
make  Wine  of,  if  the  Chinefe  chofe  it,  but  they  only 
dry  them,  and  fell  them  to  the- whole  Empire. 

There  is  a  great  abundance  of  Musk,  of  Porphy- 
ry, of  Marble,  and  Jafper  of  divers'  Colours  %  the 
Laps  .Lazuli  is  very  common  here ;  and  there  are 
many  Iron  Mines,  which  Iron,  when  wrought,  is  af- 
terwards fent  into  the  other  Provinces. 

There  are  Lakes  of  Salt-water  from  which  they 
draw  Salt,  and  many  Fountains  of  hot  and  boiling 
Water. 
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STAtf  Ftrft  Cityy  and  Ct^pital  of  the  Province,' 

Tai  yucn  fou... 

THIS  City  was  formerly  very  fine,  and  beauti* 
'  fy'd  with  a  great  many  fine  Palaces,  which  belonged 
to  the  Princes  of  the  laft  Imperial  Family,  Tai  ming 
cbao%  bat  they  are  all  fallen  to  Ruin,  and  Ibme 
Parts  of  the  City  are  almoft  defolate,  tho*  the  Place 
is  healthful  and  agreeable.  Befides  the  Silks  which  are 
wrought  here  (as  dfewhere)  they  nmke  fine  Carpets, 
luch  as  the  Turkey  ones,  of  all  Sizes ;  and  as  the 
Mountains  fiirniih  them  with  Iron,  they  have  a  great 
Trade  in  that  Commodity. 

This  City  is  very  ancient  and  populous,  near  three 
Leagues  in  Circuit,  furrounded  with  ftrong  Walls, 
and  ieated  on  the  Bank  of  the  River  Fuen  ib ;  it  has 
a  very  large  Diftrift,  which  comprehends  five  Cities 
of  the  Second  Order,  and  twenty  of  the  Third. 

There  are  on  the  neighbouring  Mountains  fine  Mo* 
numents  of  Marble,  and  fome  of  hewen  Stone,  be- 
tides Triumphal  Arches,  Statues  of  Heroes,  Lions, 
Horfes,  and  other  Animals,  very  natural,  and  the 
whole  furrounded  by  Forefts  of  ancient  Cyprcfs- 
Trees,  planted  chequcr-wife.  This  Country  a- 
bounds  with  Musk,  and  here  are  fine  Veilels  made  of 
Earth  ;  fjifis  Lazuli  is  alfo  very  common  here. 

The  River  Fuen  bOy  which  is  often  mentioned  in 
the  mofl  ancient  Cinnefe  Books,  runs  through  this 
Capital,  as  the  River  Ouei  does  thro*  the  City  of  Si 
nganfou^  and  afterwards  both  of  them  fall  into  the 
Yellow  River y  by  which  means  they  water  the  Pro- 
vinces of  Ho  nan  and  of  Kiang  nan. 

The  Second  Cityy  Pin  yang  fbu. 

ALT  H  O*  Pin  yang  is  only  the  Iccond  .City  of 
this  Province,  it  is  not  at  all  inferior  to  the  Capital, 
neither  in  Antiquity,  Fertility  of  Soil,  Extent  of  Di- 
ftrid»,  or  Number  of  Cities  depending  upon    iu 
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which  are  thirty-four,  viz.  fix  of  the  Second  Order, 
and  twenty-eight  of  the  Third  ;  feveral  of  them  are 
very  confiderable,  befides  great  numbers  of  Towns 
jMid  Villages  that  are  very  populous.  It  is  feated  on 
the  Bank  of  the  River  Fuen  boy  and  is  upwards  of 
four  Miles  round. 

The  Country,  which  is  within  its  Diftrift,  is  partly 
Champaign,  and  partly  Mountainous,  ^nd  is  wdl  cul- 
tivated; the  great  River  Hoang  ho  runs  through  it 
from  Weft  to  North ;  there  is  a  Lake  of  Salt-water 
ficar  Ngany  ineny  from  which  they  make  Salt, 

Tie  Third  City^  Lou  ngan  fou. 

THE  Territory  of  this  City  is  not  very  large, 
having  but  eight  Cities  of  the  Third  Order  under  its 
Jurifdidion,  bur  it  is  fituated  in  a  very  agreeable 
Place,  almoft  at  the  Head  of  the  River  ifo  tfang  ho.  ^ 
Altho*  the  Country  is  Mountainous,  yet  it  is  fruitful, 
and  produces  all  Neceflarics  of  Life.  This  whole  Di- 
ftrift  is  very  thick  fet  with  Towns  and  Villages. 

The  Fourth  City^  Fuen  tcheou  fou. 

THIS  City  is  feated  between  the  Capital  and  Pin 
yangy  about  half  way  ;  it  takes  its  Name  from  the 
River  Fuen  hoy  on  whofe  Banks  it  is  built  in  a  very 
commodious  Situation  for  Trade :  Its  Diftrift  is  not 
very  large,  for  it  contains  but  one  City  of  the  Second 
Order,  and  fcven  of  the  Third,  and  the  greater  Part 
of  thcrfl  are  built  between  the  great  River  Hoang  hoy 
and  the  River  Fuen.  Tho'  the  Country  is  Moun- 
tainous, it  is  well  cultivated,  and  abounds  with  all 
Sorts  of  Grain  and  good  Pafture.  There  are  a  great 
many  Baths,  and  Fountains  almoft  boiling  hot,  whofe 
Waters  differ  in  Colour  and  Tafte. 

The  Fifth  Cityy  Tai  tong  fou. 

THIS  City  is  neither  fo  ancient,  nor  fo  large  as 

the  others  of  the  fame  Province ;  it  is  built  in  a  veiy 
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Mountainous  Country,  and  is  the  only  Place  expofe^ 
to  the  Incurfions  of  the  Tartars ;  it  is  very  well  forti- 
fied, according  to  the  Manner  of  the  Chinefej  and  h^ 
a  very  ftrong  Garriftwi ;  its  Territory  is  furroundd 
with  the  Great  Wall,  which  has  Forts  fronri  Place  tp 
Place;  its  Jurifdiftion  is  very  large,  and  cxteaded 
over  four  great  Cities  of  the  Second  (>der,  and  feven 
of  the  Third  ;  its  Mountains  abound  with  all  kkds 
of  Simple  and  Medicinal  Herbs,  which  the  Botanifis 
gather  with  great  Care;  Lapis  Lazuli  h  in  great  plenty 
here  ;  and  tl^re  is  a  kind  of  Jafpcr  which  is  tranfpar 
rent,  and  as  white  as  Agate  ;  Porphyry,  Marble,  and 
Jalper  of  all  Colours  are  very  plentiful ;  and  here  is 
alfo  a  great  Trade  for  Skins. 

The  Tenth  Prmnce  of  the  Empire  of  China, 

Chen  fi. 

TpH  I S  Province  is  divided  into  two  P^wts,  the  Eaft 
and  Weft,  and  contains  eight  Fou  or  Cities  of  die 
Firft  Order,  and  io6  of  the  Second  and  Third  Orders, 
befides  a  great  many  Forts  on  the  Great  Wall.  Kan 
tcheou^  and  So  tcbeoUy  are  the  moft  confiderable  Garri- 
Ibns  of  this  Province  ;  the  Air  is  temperate  j  the  Peo- 
ple are  mild,  and  more  civil  and  affable  to  Strangers 
than  the  other  Northern  Cbinefe  -,  the  overflowing  of  the 
Rivers  renders  the  Soil  very  fertile,  which  abounds 
with  Wheat  and  Millet,  but  produces  very  little  Rice. 
There  are  abundance  of  very  good  Gold  Mines,  but 
they  are  not  fuffer'd  to  be  open'd :  There  are  alfo 
great  Quantities  of  Drugs,  as  Rhubarb,  Honey, 
Wax,  Musk ,  Cinnabar,  and  odorifo-ous  Wood  re- 
fembling  Sandal,  and  abundance  of  Coal -Mines. 
There  are  many  Quarries  of  a  certain  foft  Stone  or 
iVJineral,  called  Hiung  boang,  of  which  they  make 
Vcflels  i  and  the  Phyficigns  eftcem  it  as  a  fovereign 
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Remedy  againft  all  fotts  of  PoxfoD,  tnaligifiant  F6i 
vers,  and  contagious  Heats  in  the  Dog -Days.  They 
fte^  this  Mineral  in  Wine ;  it  is  of  a  pale-red  Co- 
lour, with  a  yellowifli  Caft,  and  fpotted  with  little 
Mack  Points,  and  looks  like  theSubltance  of  a  Crayon^ 
There  is  alio  a  fmaJl,  dark  blue  Stone,  flreak'd  with 
white ;  the  Chinefe  fay  that  when  it  is  ground,  .and 
rcdiKcd  to  Powder,  it's  an  excellent  Remedy. 

Stags  and  Deer  are  here  in  great  multitudes,  be* 
fides  great  numbers  of  Bears,  Wild-Bulls,  and  other 
Animals  refembling  Tigers,  whole  Skins  arc  very  cu- 
rious ',  there  is  a  kind  of  Goat,  from  whence  they  get 
Musk,  and  certain  Animals  who  have  Wool  on  their 
Backs,  whofe  Tail  is  very  long,  and  the  Flefh  well 
tafted  ;  there  is  alio  a  lingular  Kind  of  Bats  as  lar^ 
as  Hens,  which  the  Chinee  prefer  to  the  moft  deli» 
cious  Birds.  They  mix  Wool  and  Goats-Hair,  and 
make  a  very  fine  fort  of  Stuff,  which  they  wear  next 
to  their  Skin  in  Winter.  There  is  a  kind  of  Bird  too> 
which  is  very  beautiful,  called  the  Golden  Hen. 

There  are  all  forts  of  Flowers,  particularly  one 
which  they  call  The  ^een  of  Flowers^  refembling 
the  Rofe  but  finer,  and.  hath  larger  Leaves,  tho* 
the  Smell  is  not  fo  pleafant ;  it  has  no  Prickles;,  it) 
Colour  is  Motley,  Red  and  White,  yet  there  are  fomc 
of  them  Red  and  Yellow  ;  the  Shrub  on  which  they 
grow  refembles  our  Elder-Tree ;  in  hot  Climate? 
they  are  obliged  to  cover  it,  to  prefer  ve  it  from  the 
Heat  of  the  Sun. 

The  Eajiem  Part  of  the  Province  of  Chenfi,  Ytong, 

The  Ftrfl  City^  and  Capital^  Si  ngan  fou. 

NEXT  to  Peking  this  is  the  largeft  and  fineft 
City  of  China  •,  it  is  built  in  a  great  Plain,  and  is  the 
Refidence  of  the  Tfong  ton  of  the  two  Provinces  of 
Chan  ft  and  Se  tchuen^  as  alfo  the  Governor  of  the 
Eaftcrn  Part  of  this  Province.   There  are  in  its  Jurif- 
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didtion  fix  Cities  of  the  Second  Order^  and  thirty-one 
of  the  Third. 

This  City,  for  feveral  Ages,  was  the  Seat  of  the 
Chinefe  Emperors,  and-  is  yet  very  populous,  and  a 
Place  oF  great  Trade,  efpccially  in  Mules,  which 
they  breed  up  in  great  Numbers,  and  fend  to  Pe- 
king^  where  they  arc  fold  for  five  or  fix  hundred 
Livrcs  apiece,  it  being  the  ufual  Cuftom  for  all  Per- 
fons  of  Diftindtion  to  have  a  Servant  ride  before  them 
in  the  Streets. 

The  Walls  of  this  City,  which  are  well  fortiiy'd 
with  Towers,  and  furrounded  with  a  deep  Ditch, 
are  about  four  Leagues  in  Circuit,  and  are  very  near 
a  Square,  the  Sides  being  almoft  equal :  Some  of  the 
Gates  are  very  magnificent,  and  remarkable  for  their 
Height :  The  Houfes  are  but  very  low,  and  ill-built, 
as  they  are  generally  over  all  China ;  the  Furniture 
is  but  indifferent,  and  Porcelain  fcarce,  the  Workmen 
being  lefs  skilful. 

There  is  a  flrong  Garrifon  of  Tartars  in  this  City, 
commanded  by  a  Tftan  kun^  or  General  of  their  Na- 
tion, which  are  in  a  feparate  Quirter  of  the  City, 
from  which  it  is  parted  by  a  ftrong  Wall  :  There 
are  great  Numbers  of  Mandarins  here,  who  arc  moft 
Tartars. 

The  Natives  of  the  Country  are  ftronger,  braver, 
and  more  ufed  to  Fatigue  than  in  the  other  Pro- 
vinces :  The  Mountains  which  are  in  the  Territory 
of  Signanfou  are  very  agreeable,  and  afford  a  kind 
of  Earth  which  is  extremely  white,  and  highly  valu'd 
by  the  Ladies,  who  ule  it  to  whiten  their  Skins. 

J'be  Second  City,  Yen  ngan  fou. 

THIS  City  is  featedin  an  agreeable  Plain,  along 
the  Banks  of  the  River  Ten  bo  :  There  are  within 
its  Diftrift  three  Cities  of  the  Second  Order,  and  fix- 
teen  of  the, Third.  Within  its  Walls  is  a  high 
Mountain,  which  is  remarkable  for  the  fine  Buildings 
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that  are  upon  it :  There  drops  from  its  Mountains 
a  certain  Liquor  they  call  Oil  of  Stone^  which  they 
burn  in  Lamps  :  The  Country  is  very  rich  in  Sable- 
Skins,  and  other  rich  Fur ;  and  there  is  Marble  of  all 
forts. 

^e  Third  City^  Fong  tfiang  fou, 

THIS  City  is  large,  the  Buildings  are  fine,  and 
the  Air  temperate ;  the  Country  in  its  Territory  is 
well  cultivated,  and  fruitful,  being  plentifiilly  watered 
with  Rivers  and  Brooks.  In  its  Diftridl  there  are  one 
City  of  the  Second  Order,  and  itvtn  of  the  Third. 

3^<f  Fourth  City^  Han  tchong  fou.  i 

•    » 

THIS  City  is  feated  on  the  Banks  of  the  River 
Hon :  In  its  Territory  there  are  two  Cities  of  the 
Second  Order,  and  fourteen  other  Towns  of  the 
Third  ;  it  is  watered  by  feveral  Arms  of  the  River. 
The  City  is  l^ge,  and'  very  populous ;  the  high 
Mountains  and  the  Forefts  that  furround  it,  make  it 
very  ftrong,  and  ferve  for  Bulwarks  •,  the  Vallie?  are 
agreeable,  and  produce  all  Neceffaries  of  Life  in  a- 
bundance. 

This  Country  has  great  Quantities  of  Honey,  Wax, 
and  Cinnabar  •,  Deer,  Stags,  and  Bears  are  alfo  very 
cbnimon;  the  Feet  of  thefe  laft  are  delicious  Food  for 
the  Cbinefe. 

The  Way  which  was  formerly  made  through  the 
Mountains  leading  to  the  Capital  is  very  furpri- 
fmg,  upwards  of  one  hundred  thoufand  Men  ha- 
ving been  eniploy'd  to  complete  it  ;  they  levelled 
the  Mountains,  and  made  Bridges  from  one  Moun- 
tain to  another,  and  when  the  Vallies  were  too  wide 
they  ercfted  Pillars  to  fupport  them  •,  thefe  Bridges 
are  part  of  the  Road,  and  are  prodigioufly  high, 
and  upon  which  four  Horfemen  can  ride  abreaft: 
There  are  Rails  on  each  fide  to  prevent  Travellers 
from  falling  down,  and  Villages  with  Inns  in  them 
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for  their  Conveniency.  Within  the  DiftriiSt  of  this 
PJace  rihere  is  a  Bird  of  Prey  which  is  very  rare, 
called  Hai  ifing^  fomething  like  our  Falcons  for 
Quickneis  and  Courage  \  but  when  any  are  caught 
they  immediately  carry  them  to  the  Emperor's  Fal- 
conry. 

^e  tVepm  Tart  of  the  Province^  Yfi 

Tie  Ftfth  City^  Ping  leang  fou, 

THIS  City  is  fituated  upon  an  Arm  of  the  Ri- 
ver Kin  bo.  Here  is  Plenty  of  all  things ;  the  Cli- 
mate is  very  moderate  ;  the  Profpeft  of  the  Mountains 
which  furround  it^  together  with  the  Waters,  render 
it  very  agreeable :  It  has  within  its  Diftrid:  three 
Cities  of  the  Second  Order,  and  feven  oi  the  Third. 

The  Sixth  City^  Kong  tchang  fou. 

"  THIS  City  is  very  populous,  and  drives  a  great 
Trade  .*  It  is  built  on  the  Banks  of  the  River  Hoeij 
and  furrounded  with  very  high  Mountains :  It  affords 
abundance  of  Musk,  and  the  Mountains  produce  the 
Mineral  Him^  hoang^  as  alio  the  dark  blue  Stone, 
white-ftreaked,  both  which  I  have  already  mentioned. 
This  City  has  in  its  Territories  three  Cities  of  the  Se- 
cond Order,  and  feven  of  the  Third* 

The  Seventh  City^  Lixig  tao  fou. 

THIS  City  is  built  on  the  Banks  of  a  River 
which  falls  into  the  Hoang  ho^  or  Tellow  River^ 
Great  Quantities  of  Gold  are  found  in  the  Sand  of  the 
neighbouring  Rivers  and  Brooks:  The  Country  is 
very  mountainous,  abounding  with  Wild-Bulls,  and 
a  certain  Kind  of  Animal  refembling  the  Tiger,  whole 
SKins  are  very  valuable. 

The  Vallies  are  covered  with  Corn,  and  thofe  -that 
are  near  the.  Rivers  with  Cattle  j  in  Ihort  the  whofe 

Territory 
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Territory  is  very  fruitful :  It  confifts  of  two  Cities 
of  the  Second  Order,  and  three  of  the  Third. 

The  Eighth  City y  Kin  yang  fou. 

THIS  City  has  always  been  looked  upon  as  a 
Barrier  againft  the  Incurfions  of  the  Tartars^  and  is 
very  ftrongly  fortified,  according  to  the  Cbinefe  way ; 
the  Country  about  it  is  very  fruitful ;  there  is  a  kind 
of  Herb  called  IGn  fee^  that  is  to  fay,  Golddn  Silkj 
which  is  look'd  upon  as  a  good  Remedy,  as  likewife  a 
kind  of  Bean  which,  as  they  fay,  is  an  admirable  Spc- 
dfick  againft  any  fort  of  Poifon :  This  City  has  in  its 
Diftridl  but  one  City  of  the  Second  Order,  and  four 
Of  the  Thh-d. 

A  noted  City  of  the  Second  Orders  Lan  tcheou. 

T  H  O*  Lan  tcheou  is  a  City  only  of  the  Second 
Order,  and  depending  on  the  Preceding,,  yet  it  is  a 
noted  one  in  the  Province,  being  the  beft  of  all  thofe 
that  are  built  on  the  Tellow  River.  The  City  is  not 
very  large,  tho*  it  is  the  Capital  of  the  Weftern  Pro- 
vince, and  the  Refidence  of  the  Governor.  The 
chief  Trade  of  this  Place  is  Hides,  which  are  brought 
from  ^artary  through  SI  ning  and  ^o  fa ;  as  alfb 
Woollen  Stuffs,  the  principal  and  moft  efteem'd  of 
which  is  caird  Cou  jong  5  it  is  a  kind  of  Serge,  very 
fine,  and  almoft  as  dear  as  the  common  Satin,  but 
it  is  hard  to  preferve  it  fi^om  being  moth-eaten. 
There  is  another  Stuff  called  Pe  jongj  which  is  fub- 
je£t  to  the  fame  Inconveniency ;  and  a  coarfe  StuflT 
made  of  Cows  Hair,  called  Muoujongy  which  is  ve- 
ry ufeful  in  fnowy  Weather.  Notwithftanding  all 
this  Commerce,  Lan  tcheou  is  not  accounted  a  rich 
City  in  China. 
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He  Eleventh  Province  of  the  Empire  of  China, 

Sc  tchucn. 

Tp  H  E  Province  of  Se  tcbuen  is  bounded  on  the 
**"  Noith  by  Chen  fty  on  the  Eaft  by  Hou  quango 
on  the  South  by  Koei  tcheou  and  Tun  nan^  and  on  the 
Weft  by  the  Kingdom  of  ^Inbety  and  fome  other 
neighbourmg  Countries.  It  is  divided  into  ten  Di- 
ftrids,  which  comprehend  ten  Cities  of  the  Firft  Or- 
der, and  fourfcore  and  eight  others  of  the  Second 
and  Third  Orders,  befides  Xjarrifons  and  Forts  in 
great  number. 

The  great  River,  Tang  tfe  kiangy  runs  through  the 
Province,  which  is  vaftly  rich,  not  only  by  reafbn 
of  the  great  Quantity  of  Silk  that  it  produces,  but 
^in  Mines  of  Iron,  Tin,  and  Lead ;  in  its  Amber, 
Sugar-Canes,  excellent  Load-Stones,  and  Lapis  La- 
zuli ;  this  laft  is  of  a  very  fine  Blue.  It  abounds  al- 
io in  Musk,  and  great  Quantities  of  Orange  and 
Limon-Trees  :  There  are  alfo  fine  Horfes,  which 
are  fmall  and  pretty,  and  very  fwift ;  likewife  Stags, 
,  Deer,  Partridges,  Parrots,  and  a  certain  kind  of 
Hen  with  Wool  like  Sheeps-Wool ;  they  are  ve- 
ry^ fmall,  have  very  fliort  Feet,  and  are  of  great 
efteem  among  the  Chincfe  Ladies,  who  keep  them 
for  their  Pleafure. 

The  bcft  Rhubarb  comes  from  this  Province  ;  and 
the  true  Root  of  Foulin^  which  has  under  its  Bark  a 
kind  of  Pulp,  fpongy  and  glutinous,  which  the  Phy- 
ficians  make  ufe  of  in  all  their  Remedies ;  there  is 
alfo  fome  in  the  other  Provinces,  but  it  is  wild  and 
not  fo  good  as  this :  There  is  alfo  another  Root 
called  Fenfe^  which  bears  a  great  Price,  and  conle- 
quently  is  not  fo  commonly  made  ufe  of.  As  this 
Province  is  far  from  the  Sea,  and  cannot  get  Salt  fo 

con- 


CHiNA,  ChINESE-TaRTAIVY,  &^C.  233 

conveniently  as  fome  others,  they  dig  Pits  in  the 
Mountains  from  which  they  get  Salt- Water,  which 
.evaporated  by  Fire  leaves  a  Salt  behind  it,  but  is  not 
fo  good  as  that  of  the  Sea. 

The  Ftrft  City^  and  Capital  of  Jbe  Province  of 

Tching  tou  fou. 

THIS  was  formerly  one  of  the  fineft  Cities  in 
the  Empire,  but  was  ruined  in  the  Civil  Wars  in  the 
Year  1642,  as  well  as  the  whole  Province:  Since  that 
Time  it  has  not  recovered  its  ancient  Splendor,  how- 
ever it  is  a  populous  and  trading  Place :  Its  Diftrift 
is  very  large,  having  fix  Cities  of  the  Second  Ordcr^ 
and  twenty  five  of  the  Third. 

The  Land  is  well  cultivated,  and  the  Country  well 
watered  with  Canals,  both  natural  and  artificial ;  two 
of  its  Rivers  are  very  remarkable,  the  firft  for  gi- 
vmg  a  fine  Luftre  to  Velvet,  and  the  other  for  tem- 
pering of  Iron.     ^, 

The  Second  City^  Pao  ning  fou. 

THIS  City  is  feated  between  two  Rivers ;  it  is 
fmall ,  but  neat  and  a  Place  of  Conimerce ;  the 
Houfes  are  well  built,  the  Country  about  it  is  covered 
with  Mountains,  where  there  are  Deer  and  Stags  in 
great  number :  It  abounds  with  Musk,  and  has  ten 
Cities  in  its  Jurifdidion,  two  of  them  of  the  Secogd 
Order,  and  eight  of  the  Third, 

The  Third  City^  Chun  king  fou. 

THIS  City  is  feated  on  the  Banks  of  a  fine  Ri- 
ver, and  has  within  its  Diftridt  two  Cities  of  the  Se- 
cond Order,  and  feven  of  the  Third  :  It  is  furround- 
ed  with  Mountains,  fome  of  which  are  covered  with 
Orange  Trees ;  there  is  more  Arable  Land  than  in 
the  Territories  of  Pao  ning. 

It 
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It  produces  great  quantities  of  Silk,  as  alfo  C^angear 
of  all  Sorts,  the  Root  Scorzonera^  and  a  kind  of 
Chefiiut  very  agreeable  to  the  TaHe. 

The  Fourth  City^  Su  tcheou  fou. 

THIS  City  is  feated  on  dlie  Banks  of  the  River 
Tang  tfe  kiang^  which  makes  It  a  Place  of  great  Com- 
merce, and  opens  a  Communication  with  the  Capital,, 
and  with  feveral  other  Places  of  the  Province.  ^  Al- 
tho'  the  Country  is  mountainous  yet  it  is  very  fruitftil, 
there. being  nothing  Vanting  for  the  Conveniencies 
and  Plcafurcs  df  Life.  There  are  a  raft  Quantity  of 
Canes  called  Bamboo^  which  the  Cbinefe  make  ufe  of 
in  various  Works ;  There  are  ten  Cities  of  the  Third 
Orcfer  in  its  Jurifdiftion. 

The  Fifth  Cityy  Tchong  king  fou. 

THIS  is  one  of  the  fineft,  and  moft  trading  Ci- 
ties of  the  Province,  and  has  in  its  Diftridl  three  Ci- 
ties of  the  Second  Order,  and  eleven  of  the  Third : 
It  is  built  at  the  Confluence  of  two  remarkable  Ri- 
vers, which  make  its  Trade  with  tie  whole  Province 
confiderable. 

tchong  king  is  built  upon  a  Hill,  the  Houfes  fccm 
to  rife  one  above  anodier  like  an  Amphitheatre  5  the 
Country,  ^hich  is  depending  upon  it,  is  of  a  vaft 
Extent,  and  mix'd  with  Vallies  and  Mountains  ;  the 
Air  is  very  temperate :  ^They  make  very  pretty  Trunks" 
here  of  Canes  twifted,  and  painted  with  divers  Colours. 
The  Rivers  abound  with  excellent  Filh,  and  Tor- 
toifes  are  in  high  efteem  there. 

72^  Sixth  Cityy  Koei  tcheou  fou. 

THIS  City  is  feated  on  the  Banks  of  the  great 
River  Tang  tfe  kiang^  and  is  the  Key  to  the  Province, 
where  there  is  a  Cuftom-Houfe  kept  to  receive  the 
Duties  of  the  Merchandizes  which  are  brought  there  v 
it  is  very  rich  thro'  its  great  Commerce.     There  are 

ten 
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ten  Cities  within  its  Jurifdiftion,  one  of  the  Second 
Order,  and. nine  of  the  Third;  Altho*  the  Country  is 
mountainous,  yet  the  Induftry  of  the  Husbandmen 
has  made  it  very  fruitful.  There  are  great  Quantities 
of  Mu$k,  and  of  thofe^  Wells  from  which  they  pro- 
cure Salt :  Orange  and**  Limon-Trees  are  very  com- 
mon here.  Id  the  Northern  Part  the  Mountains  are 
very  rugged  and  fteep,  and  inhabited  by  a  very  bar- 
barous People,  when  compared  with  the  common 
Cbinefe. 

f he  Seventh  City ^  Mahoulbu.' 

THIS  City  is  built  on  the  Banks  of  the  River 
Kn  cha  kiangy  and  has  but  one  City  of  the  Third  Or- 
der in  its  Diftrift,  which  is  very  fmall,  but  very  fruit- 
ful;  In  fbme  of  its  Mountains  there  are  Stags. 

The  Eighth  Ctty^  Long'ngan  fou. 

ALTHOUGH  this  City  has  but  thnscCitics  of 

tbc  Third  Order  within  its  Difkrift,  yet  it  is  looked 
upon  as  one  of  the  moft  important  Places  of  the  Pro- 
vince, being  the  Key  of  it,  and  having  feveral  Ports 
mder  its  Juriidi&ioQ,  which  were  formerly  rf  great 
ufe  to  prevent  the  Invafions  of  the  Tartars:  The 
Country  abounds  both  vith  fte^  Momitains  and 
fruitful  VaUies« 

The  Ninth  City^  Tfun  y  fou. 

THIS  City  has  nothing  remarkable,  only  that  it 
is  feated  on  the  Frontiers  of  the  Province  of  Koei 
tcheoH^  and  is  capable  of  defending  the  Entrance  of  it 
on  that  Side :  It  hath  two  Cities  of  the  Second  Order, 
and  four  of  the  Third  Order  fai  its  Jurifdiftion  :  The 
Country  is  very  nK)untainous,  and  is  fruitful  enough 
in  fome  Places. 
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The  Tenth  City^  Tong  tchucn  fou.  -  ^ 

THIS  is  a  Military  Place,  as  well  as  the  Cities 
of  Ou  mong^  Ton  fou^  and  TcUn  hiung  tou  fou :  They 
arc  thus  called  becaufe  the  Inhabitants  are  old  Sol- 
diers,  the  Profeffion  defcending  from  Father  to  Son : 
Befides  their  Pay  they  have  the  Lands  which  furround 
the  City :  Thcfe  Troops  are  disbanded  in  time  of  Peace, 
and  to  make  thiem  amends  they  are  phced  in  all  the 
Garrifons  that  are  in  the  Frontiers  of  the  Empire : 
Befides  thcfe  Cities  of  the  Firft  Order  there  are  others, 
which  tho'  they  are  only  of  the  Second  Order,  yet 
have  fome  of  the  Third  Order  depending  on  them, 
and  many  Forts,  or  Places  of  War,  fiich  as  thofc 
that  follow. 

Tong  tcbouen  tcbeou^  whole  Country  is  watered  with 
feveral  Rivers,  and  is  very  fruitful,  the  Air  very 
healthful,  and  the  Vallies  and  Mountains  well  culti- 
vated; there  are  abundance  of  Sugar-canes,  which 
produce  the  beft  Sugar :  There  are  a  great  Number 
of  Villages  well  peopled. 

Kia  ting  tcheoUy  whofe  Territory  is  well  water'd 
with  Rivers,  and  produces  abundance  of  Rice,  and 
hath  Musk  very  plenty. 

Ta  tcbeou^  which  is  the  ncaneft  Town  to  TTnbety  and 
commands  fcveral  Forts  upon  the  Borders  of  that 
Province. 


7be  Twelfth  Province  of  the  Empire  of  China, 

Quang  tong. 

T^HIS  Province  is  the  moft  confiderable  of  the 

Southern  Provinces  of  China ;   it  is  bounded  on 

the  North  Eaft  by  Fo  kien^  on  the  North  by  Kiangjt^ 

on  the  Weft  by  ^ang  fi^  and  the  Kingdom  of  Tong 
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king  ;  the  other  Part  is  encompafled  by  the  Sea,  and 
has  feveral  confiderablc  Havens  on  the  Coaft.  It 
is  divided  into  ten  Countries,  which  contain  ten  Ci- 
ties of  the  Firft  Order,  and  eighty  four  of  the  Second 
and  Third  Order,  befides  Forts  and  Garrilbns,  to- 
gether with  the  Town  of  Macao^  and  the  lile  of  San-- 
ciaHj  of  which  I  fliall  give  an  Account,  both  being 
now  well  known  in  Europe. 

The  Country  confifts  of  Vallics  and  Mountains, 
and  is  fo  fertile  as  to  yield  two  Crops  of  Corn  yearly : 
Whatever  can  contribute  to  the  Pleafures  of  Life  a- 
bounds  here ;  as  alfo  Gold,  Jewels,  Silk,  Pearls,  Pew- 
ter, Quick-Silver,  Sugar,  Brafs,  Iron,  Steel,  Salt- 
Peter,  Ebony,  and  feveral  forts  of  od<M*iferous  Wood. 
There  is  alfo  plenty  of  all  forts  of  Fruits,  as  Pome- 
granates, Raifins,  Pears,  Prunes,  Chefnuts,  and 
Peaches,  which  tho*  they  do  not  ripen  very  well 
make  pretty  good  Sweat-Meats :  There  are  others 
that  are  excellent,  as  the  Bananaes^  the  Ananas^  the  Li 
tdfiy  the  Long  yueriy  with  Orangps  and  Limons  of  all 
forts. 

There  is  a  particular*  kind  of  Limon,  which  grows 
upon  Trees  as  thorny  as  the  Citron-Tree,  but  is 
much  larger  %  its  Flower  is  white,  and  of  an  excellent 
Odour  -,  when  diftilled  it  yields  a  very  agreeable  Li- 
quour  •,  the  Fruit  is  near  the  Size  of  a  Man's  Head, 
the  Rind  nigh  the  fame  Colour  as  other  Oranges,  but 
the  Fr^it  is  either  reddifh  or  white,  and  the  Tafte  is 
b^we^n  fweet  and  four. 

Thefe  is  another  fort  of  Fruit,  larger  than  com- 
mon Which  grows  out  of  the  Trunk  of  the  Tree; 
its  Bark  is  very  hard,  and  within  it  has  a  great  num^^ 
ber  of  little  Cells,  which  are  full  of  a  yellow  Pulp, 
very  fweet  and  agreeable  when   the  Fruit  is  ripe. 

Fifti  is  very  plentiful  on  the  Coaft  •,  there  are  all  forts 
of  Oyfters,  Lobfters,  very  good  Crabs,  and  Tor- 
toifes  of  an  extraordinary  Si:^.    The  Cbinefi  make 
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very  fine  Works  of  their  Shells  :  There  are  abun- 
dance of  wild  and  tame  Peacocks,  which  are  fern  to 
other  Provinces. 

There  are  prodigious  Numbers  of  tame  Ducks ;  they 
hatch  the  Eggs  in  the  Oven,  or  in  Dung,  and  put  the 
young  ones  in  Boats,  and  carry  them  to  the  Sea-fliorc 
at  Low- water,  where  they  feed  on  Oyftcrs,  and  o- 
ther  Shell-Fifh  :  Several  Boats  go  together,  and  con- 
fcquently  feveral  Flocks  of  thefe  Ducks  are  inter- 
mixed upon  the  Shore  ;  but  as  foon  as  they  ftrike  on 
a  Bafon  each  Flock  returns  to  its  own  Boat,  as  Pi- 
geons do  to  their  Houfes.  / 

There  is  a  remarkable  Tree  in  this  Province,  which 
the  Portuguefe  call  Iron-Wood,  refembling  Iron  not 
only  in  Colour,  but  alfo  in  Hardnefs  and  Weight, 
which  laft  prevents  its  Swimming  upon  the  Water. 
There  is  another  fort  of  Wood,  called  Wood  of 
Rofes,  it  is  between  Black  and  Red  5  the  Chinefe  make 
Tables,  Chairs,  and  other  Houfhold  Goods  of  it. 

There  are  Crab-fifh  taken  out  of  a  Lake  in  the  Ifle 
of  Hai  natty  which  when  taken  out  of  the  Water  be- 
come as  hard  as  Stones,  and  are  a  good  Remedy  a- 
gainft  Fevers. 

The  Mountains  are  covered  with  a  vaft  Quantity  of 
an  admirable  kind  of  Ofiers  or  Willows,  which  arc  the 
Size  of  one's  Finger,  and  which  creep  upon  the 
Ground,  and  produce  very  long  Sprigs,  refembling 
twilled  Cords  ;  they  are  very  limber,  and  not  eafily 
broke ;  they  make  of  them  Cables  and  Ropes  for 
Ships,  Baskets,  Hurdles,  Seats,  and  very  commodi- 
ous Matts,  on  which  the  Chinefe  lie  in  Summer,  they 
being  very  cool. 

The  People  of  this  Province  are  very  ihduftrious, 
and  tho*  they  are  not  quick  at  Invention,  they  are  very 
skilful  in  imitating  any  fort  of  Work  that  is  ftiewn 
them  from  Europe^  and  which  they  improve  to  great 
Perfeftion. 

As 


r 


China,  Chinese-Tartary,  ^c.       239 

As  the  Provincfe  of  ^atig  totjg  is  a  Maritime  Pro- 
vince, and  the  furtheft  diftant  from  the  Court,  its 
Government  is  one  of  the  mpft  confiderable  of  the 
Empire :  The  Tfon  ton  of  it  is  alfo  that  of  the  Pro- 
vince of  Siuang  ft  J  and  refides  at  ^chao  kin^^  which  is 
the  Deareft  to  the  Court. 

The  Ftrjl  City^  and  Capital  of  the  Prinmce  of 

Quang  tcheou  fou. 

THIS  City  is  called  by  the  Europeans^  Canton ; 
.and  is  one  of  the  richeft  and  moft  populous  Cities  oF 
China  ;  it  carries  on  a  great  Trade  with  the  neigh- 
bouring Kingdoms,  as  alio  with  Europe. 

It  is  fcated  on  the  Banks  of  one  of  the  fineft  Ri- 
vers of  the  Empire,  called  Ta  bo,  which  comes  from 
the  Province  of  ^ang  ft  \  it  meets  another  River, 
which  is  deep  enough  to  bring  up  large  Vcflels  from 
the  Sea  to  the  City,  and  is  carried  by  Canals  into  fe- 
vera!  Provinces  •,  its  Mouth  is  very  wide,  and  more 
remarkable  for  its  Name,  which  is  Hou  men,  that  is. 
Gate  of  the  Tyger,  than  for  its  Fort«,  which  have 
been  built  to  prevent  Chinefe  Pirates.  The  Countries 
bordering  on  it  are  well  cultivated,  and  full  of  Rice, 
or  of  a  fort  of  Trees  which  are  always  green. 

The  great  Quantity  of  Money,  which  is  brought 
here  from  foreign  Countries,  draws  the  Merchants 
from  all  the  Provinces  to  this  Port,  where  all  the  Cu-  * 
riofities  of  the  Empire  are  to  be  bought :  Neverthe- 
\ti%  the  Manufaftures  of  this  Town  are  not  much  e- 
fteem'd  at  Peking,  excepting  the  Silk-Stuffi  called  Cha, 
which  are  the  beft  of  the  kind,  efpecially  thofe  that 
are  ftrew'd  with  Flowers  with  Holes  in  it  like  Lace, 
which  are  very  much  ufed  in  Summer^  being  very 

cheap  and  neat. 

The  Number  of  Tradefmen  in  t^is  City  is  almoft 
incredible,  and  yet  not  fufficient  to  fiipply  the  Trade 
which  it  hath :  They  have  efUblifbed  a  great  many 
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Faftories  at  Fo  chan^  which  have  rendered  that  Bo- 
rough very  confiderable. 

Fo  chan  is  within  four  Leagues  from  Canton  5  its 
Circuit  is  upwards  of  three  Leagues  -,  it  is  in  no  wife 
inferior  to  Canton^  in  relpeft  either  of  Riches,  or 
Number  of  Inhabitants,  which  by  report  is  upwards 
of  a  Million  of  Souls. 

The  Refidence  of  the  Vice-Roy  is  at  Canton  ;  the 
Diftridt  of  this  Capital  comprehends  feventeen  Cities, 
-  one  of  the  Second  Order,  and  fixteen  others  of  the 
Third. 

The  Prolpeft  of  this  City  and  of  the  adjacent 
Country  is  the  fineft  that  can  be,  for  in  going  up  the 
River  that  runs  to  this  City  the  Country  on  both 
Sides  perfedtly  fmiles,  being  fine  Green  Fields  as  far 
as  the  Sight  can  extend,  intermixed  with  pleafant 
Groves,  and  little  Hills  one  above  another,  which 
are  like  an  Amphitheatre,  Rocks  covered  with  Green 
Mofs,  Villages  in  little  Wood^,  and  Iflands  cut  out 
into  Canals,  the  whole  making  a  beautiful  Landskip. 

The  City  is  very  large,  and  made  of  three  different 
Towns,  feparatcd  by  fine  Walls  very  high,  but  fb 
nearly  join*d  together,  that  the  fame  Gate  that  ferves 
to  go  out  of  one  ferves  to  go  into  the  other :  The 
whole  forms  a  Figure  fomething  like  a  Square. 

The  Circumference  of  this  City  is  very  near  to  that 
of  Paris^  tho*  there  are  no  void  Spaces  nor  large  Gar- 
dens, but  fbme  very  beautiful  Squares. 

The  Streets  are  long  and  fbaight,  and  paved  with 
hewen  Stones  very  hard,  tho*  they  are  but  narrow, 
excepting  a  few  which  are  a  little  wider  ;  fi^om  Place 
to  Place  there  are  Triumphal  Arches :  There  are  like- 
wife  covered  Places,  which  have  the  fineft  Shops  un- 
der them.  The  Houfes  are  not  magnificent,  the  ge- 
nerality of  thei#  being  level  with  the  Ground,  built 
with  Earth,  with  fome  Ornaments  of  Bricks,  and  co- 
vered with  Tiles.  The  Streets  are  full  of  Shops,  ex- 
tremely neat.    The  Quality  and  -Gentry  are  carried  in 
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CbakS)  but  the  common  People  walk  the  Str^qty 
feare-foQted)  and  often  bare-Jiciaded)  or  elic  with  4 
^  Straw  Hat  of  a  va{l:  Circumference,  and  an  odd  Fi-* 
gure^l  to  defend  them  from  the  Sun  and  Rain*  There 
ore  no  Carriages  for  Goods,  but  all  forts  of  Merchai>« 
^i&s  are  carried  by  Porters. 

The  Idol-Temples,  furrounded  with  the  Cells  of 
the  Bonzes,  are  remarkable ;  as  alfo  the  Hall  of  Con-^ 
fucius^  and  the  Academy  where  the  Learned  meet. 

Xhe  Ta  men^  or  Palaces  of  the  Mandarins,  are  re* 
markable  for  their  Beauty  and  Magnitude  :  The  Ri-^ 
ver  is  covered  with  a  Multitude  of  fmajl  Barks,  which 
contain  an  infinite  Number  of  Perfons,  and  appeaf 
like  a  floating  Town :  Thefe  Barks  are  placed  iu 
Ranks,  and  form  Stre^ ;  each  Bark  contains  a  Fa-* 
mily,  arid  is  divided  ipto  different  Apartments  like 
Hooles;  the  commoQ  People,  who  inhabit  them^ 
go  a  Filhing  early  in  the  Morning,  or  to  the  Rice 
Harveft,  of  which  they  have  two  Crops  a  Year :  The 
Number  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Canton  is  computed  to 
exceed  a  Million  of  Souls  :  At  the  end  of  each  Street 
there  is  a  Barrier,  which  is  Ihut  every  Evening  foon 
after  the  Gates  of  the  City,  fo  that  every  body  is 
oblig'd  to  be  at  home  early  at  Night ;  this  Mediod 
prevents  a  great  many  Diforders  in  China. 

The  Second  Cityy.  Chao  tchcou  fou. 

THIS  City  is  fituated  at  the  Confluence  of  two 
navigable  Rivers,  one  comes  ftx>m  the  Town  of  Nan 
hiongj  and  the  other  runs  from  the  Province  of  Hou 
quang.  The  Bank  of  one  of  thefe  Rivers,  which  k 
to  the  Wefltward  of  the  City ,  is  joyn'd  to  it  by  a 
Bridge  of  Boats,  and  is  well  inhabited. 

This  Country  is  very  thick  fct  with  Villages,  and 
very  fertile  in  Rice,  Paftures,  Fruit,  Catde,  and 
Fifli,  but  the  Air  is  not  healthful,  and  very  often, 
from  the  midft  of  O£loher  to  the  Month  of  December ^ 
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Diltaies  reign  there, which  (weep  away  great  Numbers 
of  the  Inhabitants.  There  are  fix  Cities  of  the  Third 
Order  within  its  Jurifdidtion,  near  one  of  which  grow 
black  Reeds,  which  look  like  Ebony,  and  of  which 
they  make  mufical  Inftruments. 
^  Within  a  League  of  Cbao  tcbeou  there  is  a  Mona- 
ftery  of  Bonzes^  which,  as  they  fay,  formerly  con- 
tained a  thoufand  of  them ;  its  Situation  is  the  fineft 
that  can  be,  all  the  Country  adjoining  belongs  to  this 
Monaftery,  which  was  founded  between  eight  and 
nine  hundred  Years  ago.  The  Founder  of  it,  whole 
Body  is  greatly  revered,  lived  in  extreme  Aufterity, 
and  wore  an  Iron  Chain  always  round  him,  which 
corrupted  his  Flelh,  and  bred  Worms ;  he  was  lb 
fet  upon  mortifying  himfelf,  that  he  pick'd  up  the 
Worms  as  they  fell  off,  and  replaced  them,  laying, 
that  there  was  flill  fomething  to  prey  on.  His  Suc- 
ceflbrs,  the  Bonzesy  followed  his  Example  but  very 
ill,  profefTing  Charity,  and  yet  praftiling  all  manner 
of  Debauchery.  Formerly  the  Pilgrims  complained 
that  they  ufcd  to  rob  and  plunder  them,  but  now  there 
are  Orders  to  prevent  it. 

The  mrd  City^  Nan  hiong  fou. 

THIS  is  a  large  trading  City,  fcated  at  the  Foot 
of  a  Mountain,  which  feparates  the  Province  of  ^ang 
Tong  from  that  of  Kxangfi^  from  which  run  two  great 
Rivers,  one  towards  the  South,  and  the  other  to 
wards  the  North ;  this  City  has  but  two  Cities  of 
the  Third  Order  under  its  Jurifdiftion.  Between  Nan 
hiongy  which  is  the  laft  City  of  the  Province  of  ^ang 
tongy  and  Nan  ngany  which  is  the  firft  oT  the 
Province  oflGangJi^  there  is  a  high  Mountain  call'd 
Mri  lin^  over  which  there  is  a  remarkable  Road.  The 
Difbince  from  one  Place  to  the  other  is  ten  Leagues , 
and  the  Pailage  over  the  Mountain  is  fomewhat  more 
than  a  League,  being  furrounded  on  both  Sides  with 
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Precipices ;  but  as  it  is  Very  wide^  no  unhappy  Acci- 
dent has  been  yet  known. 

I^fbnl  the  Top  of  the  Mountain  one  may  fee  a 
greilt  Way  into  the  two  Provinces :  There  is  a  kind 
of  Temple  erefted  in  honour  and  to  the  Memory  of 
the  Mandarin  who  contrived  this  wonderful  Road, 
which  is  the  moft  remarkable  of  all  Cbina^  being  the 
grand  PafTage  for  whatever  comes  either  from  the 
Eall  or  South,  and  is  throngM  at  all  times  ilnioft  as 
much  as  the  Streets  of  great  Towns, 

The  Fourth  City,  Hoei  tcheou  fbiii 

THIS  City  isalmoft  furroiindfed  with  Water^ 
and  is  built  in  the  moft  fertile  Part  of  the  whole  Pro- 
vince. It  hath  eleven  Cities  within  its  Diftriifl:,  one; 
of  the  Second  Order,  and  ten  of  the  Third.  All 
forts  of  Pifli  are  very  plentiful  in  this  Country,  afi 
Oyfters,  Crawfifh,  Lobfters  and  Ctzht  i  as  alfo  T6r- 
toifes  of  a  monftrous  Size.  There  are  two  remarkable 
Bridges,  one  of  which  has  forty  Arfchei,  and  jbin^i 
to  the  Eafiward,  the  Banks  of  the  two  Rivers  which 
meet  there  *,  the  other  is  to  the  Weft  upbn  a  little 
Lake  which  waters  the  Walls  of  the  TdWn.  This 
Lake  is  but  6ne  LeagUe  in  Circuit,  and  is  lined  witk 
Stone  quite  round  i  the  Shore  is  beautify'd  witit  fine 
Gardens  and  Trees.  There  are  two  Iflands  on  this 
Lake,  where  they  have  built  Pleafure-Houfcs,  which 
have  a  Communication  one  with  another  by  means  of 
a  beautiful  Bridge. 

In  one  of  the  Mountains  of  this  Diftrift  there  is 
a  particular  kind  of  Butterfly,  which,  on  account  of 
its  Beauty  and  Size,  is  fcnt  to  Court,  and  made  ufe    ^ 
of  for  certain  Ornaments,  which  I  have  defcrib'd  elfe- 
where. 

The  Fifth  City,  Tchao  icheou  fou, 

THIS  City  is  feated  near  the  Mouth  ofth^  River 
Han  kiang,  and  the  Tide  ebbs  an^  flows  here  i.  it  has 
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a  fine  Bridge  on  the  Eaft,  which  is  very  long  and  pro- 
portionably  wide.  There  are  eleven  Cities  of  the 
Third  Order  ia  its  Diftrift  ;  this  Country  is  fepa- 
rated  from  the  Province  oiFo  Hen  by  M ountains^  and 
is  generally  very  fruitful. 

^e  Sixth  Cityj  Tchao  king  fou. 

THIS  City,  according  to  the  Opinion  of  the  greatcft 
Judges,  is  the  belt  built  and  the  fineft  in  the  whole 
Province,  and  is  the  Place  of  Refidence  of  the  Tfm 
ton  of  the  two  Provinces  of  ^ang  t$ng  and  Siudngfi: 
It  is  ieated  on  the  River  ^aho  ;  there  is  a  Tower  of 
nine  Stories  high  at  the  Eaft  of  the  City ;  the  Ha- 
ven is  very  fpacious,  and  is  at  a  Place  where  thrfee 
Rivers  or  Canals  meet,  one  of  which  runs  to  Canton. 
From  Tchao  Hng  to  Canton  both  Sides  of  the  Ri- 
ver are  lined  with  ViUagps,  and  fb  near  to  one  ano- 
ther that  they  feem  to  make  but  one.  There  is  one 
upon  the  Left  Hand  of  an  extraordinary  Length,  con- 
taining near  200  Houles,  which  appear  like  fb  many 
fquare  Towers,  There  is  alfo  the  Village  of  Fa  chan^ 
in  which  it  is  computed  that  there  are  1,000,000  of 
Souls.     There  are  upwards  of  5000  Barks  upon  the 
River,  which  are  longer  than  our  fmall  Veflels,  in 
each  of  which  there  is  a  Family ;  befides  a  vafl  Num- 
ber of  Fifhing-Boats,  and  Canoes  to  crols  the  River 
with,  there  being  no  Bridge  over  thefe  great  Rivers. 
In  this  Country  there  are  abundance  of  wild  and 
tame  Peacocks  ;  as  alfo  China  Wood,  and  the  Wood 
which  the  Portuguefe  call  Pao  de  Rofa^  as  likewife  the 
Iron-Wood,  which  I  have  already  mentioned.  There 
':■   is  one  City  of  the  Second  Order,  and  five  of  the  Third 
within  the  Diflridt  of  Tchao  king. 

The  Seventh  City^    Kao  tcheou  fou. 

THE  Tide  flows  and  ebbs  as  far  as  this  Town, 
fo  that  the  Chinefe  Barks  go  up  to  it ;  the  Country 
is  very  fruitful.     This  City  has  within  its  Diflrift 
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one  City  of  the  Second  Ordor,  and  five  of  the  Third. 
This  Diftrift  is  fiirrounded  on  one  fide  by  the  Sea,  and 
on  the  other  by  Mountains ;  there  are  a  great  Num- 
ber of  Peacocks,  and  other  forts  of  Birds  of  Prey. 
There  is  alfo  a  kind  of  Stone  like  Marble,  which  na- 
turally reprefents  the  fall  of  Waters  firom  the  Moun- 
tains, and  Landskips  ;they  cut  it  in  Leaves,  and  make 
Tables  and  other  curious  Houlhold-goods  of  it.  There 
is  a  kind  of  Crawfifh  like  the  common  fort,  but 
when  they  are  out  of  the  Water  they*  petrify  with- 
out lofing  their  natural '  Form.  The  Chinefe  Phy- 
ficians  ufe  them  for  a  Remedy  againft  burning  Fea- 
vers. 

Ti&tf  Eigbtb  Cityy  Lien  tcheou  fou. 

THIS  City  is  a  very  convenient  Harbour  for  the 
Cbine/e  Barks :  It  has  but  one  City  of  the  Second  Or- 
der, and  two  of  the  Third  within  its  Diftrifl: :  This 
Country  is  on  the  JBorders  of  the  Kingdom  of  Tong 
Itif^j  from  which  it  is  feparated  by  inacceflible  Moun- 
tains :  There  are  great  Numbers  of  Peacocks :  They 
fifh  up  Pearls  out  of  the  Sea ;  and  there  arc  abon- 
daiKe  of  fine  Works  made  of  Tortoife-Shells. 

The  Ninth  City^  Loui  tcheou  fou. 

THE'  Territory  of  this  City  is  the  fineft  and  the 
mod  fertile  of  all  the  Weftern  Cities  of  this  Province : 
It  is  almoft  all  furrounded  with  the  Sea,  and  is  fepa- 
rated  from  the  Ifland  of  Hat  nan  by  a  fmall  Straight. 
There  are  many  Villages  whofe  Inhabitants  live  by 
Fifliing :  Here  grow  thofe  long  Ofiers  which  I  have 
already  mentioned,  with  which  they  make  Ropes,  6fr. 
Within  the  Diftrift  of  this  City  there  are  only  three 
Cities  of  the  Third  Order. 
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7T)f  fentb  Cityj  and  Capital  of  the  IJle  ^Hai  nan,  • 

Kiun  tdieou  fbu. 

Hai  nan  iignifies  South  of  the  Sea^  and  is  a  large 
Ifland,  bounded  on  die  North  by  the  Province  of 
^ang  fu  which  may  be  fcen  in  f  aim  Weather ;  on 
the  South  by  the  Canal  which  is  formed  by  the  Bank 
of  Paracel^  and  the  Eaftcrn  Coaft  of  Cofhin  China ; 
Weft  ward  by  part  of  this  Kingdom,  and  part  of  ^ot^ 
kingy  and  Eaftward  by  the  Cbinefe  Sea. 

Its  greateft  Length  from  Eaft  to  Weft  is  between 
fixty  and  feventy  Leagues,  and  its  Breadth  from  North 
to  South  is  between  forty  and  fifty  Leagues  :  The 
whole  Circuit  is  near   1 60  L^ues. 

The  Soil  of  the  Northern  Part  of  the  Ifland  is  a 
Plain,  reaching  from  the  Sea-(ide  about  fifteen  League^ 
into  the  Country  ;  on  the  contrary  the  Southern  and 
Eaftem  Parts  are  very  Mountainous.  There  arc  l9mc 
Valleys  in  the  Centre  of  the  Ifland  which  are  culti- 
vated, the  reft  being  moftly  b^rrqi  Land  5  yet  there 
are  two  Crops  of  Rice  eyery  Year,  which  ilipply 
ihc  Nccefljties  of  a  npni^rous  People. 

The  Climate  of  the  Northern  Part  is  very  unr 
healthful,  elpecially  on  account  of  t}ic  Water ;  the 
Inhabitants  are  obliged  tp  boil  the  Quantity  of  Wa- 
ter in  the  ^^orning,  which  they  depgn  tp  life  all  that 
Day. 

The  Ifland  is  in  the  Diftrift  of  the  Province  of 
^ang  tong  v  Kiun  tcheouy  its  Capital,  is  built  on  a  Pro- 
montory, and  Ships  lie  at  ^nphor  under  its  Walls.  Two 
8ort$  of  Mandarins  command  here,  as  in  all  other  Parts 
of  Ci&iw,that  is.  Mandarins  ofL^rning,  and  MandBt- 
rins  pf  Arm?,  or  Qificers.  There  are  three  Cities  of 
the  Second  Order,  and  ten  of  the  Third  under  it? 
Jurifdiftion,  ^nd  they  are  all  near  the  Sea-fide. 

The  greateft  part  of  the  Ifland  is  fubjeft  to  the  Em- 
peror of  Cbina^  except  the  middle  called  Li  mou  chan^ 
i>V  ^cbi  chan,  which  is  independant,  apd  is  inhabited 
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by  a  free  People,  who  have  never  been  conquered,  nor 
have  fubmitted  to  the  Authority  of  the  Mandarins  ; 
but  they  have  been  obliged  to  abandon  their  Plains 
and  champaign  Country  to  the  Cinnefe^  and  to  retire . 
into  the  Mountains  in  the  Centre  of  the  Ifland,  where 
they  are  fhelter'd  from  their  Infults. 

Formerly  thcfe  People  ufed  to  trade  with  the  Chn- 
nefe^  and  exchange  Gold,  Cinna  Wood,  and  Calam- 
ha  Wood  for  other  Commodities,  which  brought 
immenfe  Profits  to  the  Cinnefe  Governors;  but  the 
Emperor  C^»^  iW,  hearing  what  great  Quantity  of 
Gold  his  Manidarins  ufed  to  get  by  it,  forbid  them  on 
pain  of  Death  to  trade  with  thefc  People.  However 
Ibmetimes  they  carry  on  a  clandeftine  Trade  with 
them,  but  this  has  been  very  inconfiderable  within 
this  tiiirty  Years  to  what  it  ufed  to  be. 

Thcfe  iflanders  never  appear,  unlefs  it  be  fbme- 
times  when  they  make  Irruptions  into  the  Villages 
which  are  ne^eft  to  the  Cinnefe  ;  but  they  are  fuch 
Cowards,  that  fifty  Cbinefe  will  put  to  flight  a  thou^ 
&nd  of  them.  Neverthelei^  there  are  other  Iflanders 
^morc  tradable,  and  have  fubmitted  to  the  Cbinefe 
who  live  in  the  Plains,  having  no  Communication 
with  thofe  of  the  Mountains ;  others  are  Shepherds 
to  the  Cbinefe^  and  labouring  Men  :  There  are  great 
Numbers  of  them  in  the  Eaftern  and  Southern  Part 
of  the  Ifland  :  They,  are  generally  deformed,  very 
Ibort,  and  of  a  reddifli  Colour, 

Bdth  Men  and  Women  have  their  Hair  in  a 
Ring  over  the  Fore-part  of  the  Head,  and  upon  it  a 
litde  5traw  Hat,  ty*d  under  the  Chin  with  two  Strings. 
Their  Habit  is  a  Piece  of  Cloth  made  of  Cotton, 
which  is  either  black  or  of  a  deep  blue  Colour,  which 
covers  them  from  the  Girdle  down  to  the  Knees ;  the 
Women  wear  a  ihort  fort  of  Waiftcoat  of  the  fame 
StuflF  5  they  likewife  paint  their  Faces,  from  their  Eyes 
downward,  with  blue  Streaks  made  with  Indigo.  Both 
Sexes  wear  Pendants  to  then-  Ears,  either  of  Gold  or 

R  4  Silver 
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Silver  made  in  the  Shape  of  a  Pdu*,  and  veiy  wdl 
wrought. 

Their  Arms  arc  Bows  and  Arrows,  in  which  they 
are  not  very  skilful  ^  they  have  alfo  a  kind  of  Hanger 
which  they  carry  in  a  little  Basket  tyM  behind 
them  ;  It  is  the  only  Inftrumcnt  which  they  have  t6 
do  all  their  Carpenters  Work  with»  and  to  tut  Sticks 
and  Briars  when  tlvry  crbfs  Forefts.  Brides  the  Goki 
Mines  which  are  in  the  midft  of  the  ifle,  there  are 
in  the  Northern  Part  Mines  of  Lafis  Lazuli^  which 
is  carried  to  CunPon  to  paint  the  blue  Porcelain ;  the 
fineft  Wood,  both  for  Scent  and  Sculpture,  is  taken 
^m  the  Mountains  of  Hat  nan. 
^  The  choiceft  Wood,  next  to  that  of  Cbina^  is  the 
Jffc^  A' j  called  by  the  Europcam  Rofe-Wood,  or  Violet* 
Wood,  becaufe  of  its  Scent.  There  is  a  yellow  Wood 
which  is  very  fine  and  incorruptible ;  Columns  of  a 
certain  Size  made  of  it  are  fold  ^  ,a  very  dear  late, 
^d  kept  as  well  as  the  Hoa  ti  for  the  fole  Ufe  of  the 
JEmperor, 

The  Ifland  not  only  produces  the  fame  Fruits  as 
grow  in  CHna^  but  alfo  Sugar,  Tobacto,  and  Cot- 
jDwi ;  Indigo  likewife  is  very .  common  here.  !Be(ides 
th?r|:  ^  a  Harveft  of  the  Nuts  ctf  Are^uiety  and  a 
Crop  pf  Hatan  :  They  catch  abiindance  of  all  fcrts  of 
Fifti,  which  are  faltpd  and  ftht  abroad.  In  fhort,  tlw 
Iftand  oi  Hat  nan^  confidcring  its  Situation,  Magni-r 
lude  and  Riches,  may  be  placed  in  the  Number  rf 
the  moft  cpnfiderabte  of  the  Aftatidk  Iflands, 

In  the  North  of  the  Ifland  there  is  a  Ptort  where 
^11  the  Barks  of  Canton  come,  which  is  formed  by 
a  wide  River,  whofe  Mouth  is  defended  by  two  little 
Forts,  and  has  but  ten  or  twelve  Foot  Water :  Within 
two  Leagues  of  this  Port  \%  the  Capital,  between  them 
jte  a  lai^e  Plain,  in  which  are  a  great  many  line  C&- 
fiefe  Sepulchres,  among  which  there  is  a  Grofi  raifed 
pn  the  Tomb  of  an  Italian  Jefuit,  who  was  the  firft 
Mjflionary  that  canie  into  this  Ifland,,    There  is  a 
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gae  Fort  to  thp  Southward  c^  the  Ifle  lat  the  Bottom  bf 
a  great  Bay,  wKere  there  is  near  twenty  Foot  Wa- 
ter J  on  the  Shore  of  this  Port  there  are  abundance  of 
maritime  Plaits,  and  of  *  Madrepores  of -^  all  kinds : 
Thar  are  Trees  which  yield  Dragons-Bloody  Bnd 
many  othdrs  of  difierent  Sorts  which  diftil,  an  Inci- 
fi(m  being  made,  a  white  Juice,  which  as  it  hardens 
turns  red,  but  is  not  at  all  of  a  Confiftence  like  Gum 
or  Rozin.  This  Matter  being  thrown  into  a  Per- 
fuming-pan  burns  flowly,  and  diffules  a  Smell  wedcer 
but  more  agreeable  than  Incenfe. 

Among  the  Rocks  in  the  Sea  there  is  a  little  kind 
of  blue  Fifli  refembling  a  Dolphin,  in  greater  Eftecm 
among  the  'Cbntefe^  than<the  Golden  Fifh  which  is 
in  their  Rivers ;  this  blue  Fiih  lives  but  a  fhort  time 
cut  of  its  Element. 

Among  the  Animals  of  this  Ifland  there  is  a  re-- 
mafkable  kind  of  great  black  Apes,  whofe  Phy(iog« 
nomy  refembks  very  much  that  of  Mankind,  having 
Features  well  made ;  but  this  Kind  is  very  fcarce  : 
Thare  are  others  that  are  grey,  and  very  ugly,  but 
very  ccHomon. 

*  All  Ibits  of  Game  are  very  plemifiil  here,  there  is 
is  very  fine  Hunting  of  all  kinds  ^  befides  Wood- 
Hens,  which  are  excellent,  there  are  abundance  d£ 
Turtle-Doves,  as  ilfo  both  kinds  of  Wood-Pidgeons : 
Stags  are  alio  very  -common  here,  and  Maron  Hogs, 
which  arc  a  kind  of  Wild-Boars. 

There  are  alfo  fcveral  forts  of  curious  Birds,  as  Ra- 
vens with  white  Circles  about  their  Necks  like  a  Neck- 
cloth, and  Starlings  which  hive  the  Rdemblance  of 
die  Moon  upon  thdr  Bills.  There  is  alfo  a  kind  of 
Bird,  not  unlike  a  Black-bird,  of  a  deep  blue  Colour,  ^ 
with  long  yellow  Ears  about  half  an  Inch  long,  which 
fpeak  and  whiftle  in  perfedtion.  There  is  likewile  a 
fmall  Bird,  bf  the   Size  of  a  Linnet,  the  Colour  of 
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E^Aem  and  Southern  Parts  are  pretty  well  cuk>- 
vat»d,  being  a  flat  Country  ;  but  every  where  dfe, 
efpecially  towards  the  North,  it  is  full  ot  Mountains, 
which  are  covered  with  Trees. 

There  are  Mines  of  all  Iqnds  of  Metals  in  this  Pro- 
vince, elpedally  of  Gold  and  Silver,  which  the  Ctn- 
nefcy  out  oif  Policy,  prohibited  to  be  open'd  for  fome 
time,  to  avoid  the  DUbrders  that  might  be  occafion'd 
thereby ;  bift  they  have  at  laft  ventured  to  open  die 
Gold  Mine  at  the  fole  Expence  of  the  Emperor. 

There  is  a  particular  Tree  in  this  Province,  which 
inftead  of  Pi^h  ha!di  a  foft  Pulp,  of  which  they  maike 
Flour,  and  whofe  Talle  is  pretty  ^ood. 

In  this  Ifland  there  are  plenty  of  little  Inie£b  that 
produce  White  Wax,  of  which  I  have  i^ken  clfe* 
where :  The  Cinnamon  that  grows  here  diffufes  an 
Odour  much  more  s^rceable  than  that  of  Ceylan.  They 
make  Silks  here,  and  there  are  Parrots,  Porcupines, 
amd  Rhinocerofes. 

fTbe  Ftrfi  tityj  ahd  Capital  of  the  Province  of 

Quci  ling  fou. 

THIS  City  is  fituated  on  the  Banks  of  a  River 
that  runs  into  xltttTa  bo\  and  tho*  this  River  is  con- 
fiderable  yet  it  is  unnavigable,  on  account  of  its  Nar- 
rownels  and  Rapidity,  and  confequently  is  unfervice- 
able  for  Trade.  The  Name  of  this  City,  ^ei  ling^ 
fignifies  a  Foreft  of  the  Flowers  of  S^uei^  they  being 
more  numerous  in  this  Province  than  in  any  other, 
ifpeciajly  in  the  Diftrift  of  this  City  5  it  grows  upon 
a  great  Tree,  whofe  Leaves  are  like  thofe  of  the 
Laurel ;  the  Flowers  are  fmall,  and  yellow,  and 
grow  in  Tufts  j  they  foon  fell  off  the  Tree,  and  then 
others  fucceed :  In  Autumn  this  Tree  is  full  of  Flow- 
en,  whofe  Smell  is  fo  agreeable  that  the  whole  Coun- 
try is  perfumed  therewith. 

In  this  Country  are  found  the  beft  Stones  which  the 
Learned  ufe  to  make  Ink  of,  and  there  are  Birds 

whojb 
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vfhoic  Feathers  are  divcrfify'd  with  variety  of  Co- 
lours, which  are  wove  into  their  Silks. 

This  Capital  has  but  two  Cities  of  the  Second  Or- 
der, and  feven  of  the  Third  within  its  Diftrift :  It  is 
almoft  lurrouided  with  lavage  and  barbarous  People, 
who 'inhabit  the  neighbouring  Mountains.  I  have  al- 
ready g^ven  an  Account  of  their  Manners,  and  of  the 
Difference  between  thofc  that  lived  under  the  Cbinefi 
Mandarins,  and  thofe  that  were  independant. 

The  Second  Cityy  Lieou  tcheou  fou. 

THE  Diftrift  of  this  Citjr  is  large,  and  well  wa- 
tered, but  the  Country  about  it  is  very  mountainous  ; 
there  is  abundance  of  Simples  for  the  Ufe  of  Phyfick ; 
there  are  two  Cities  of  die  Second,  and  ten  of  the 
Third  Order  under  its  Jurifdiftion  :  In  the  Number 
of  the  latter  is  Vou  fuen  bten^  femous  for  the  Gfenius 
of  its  Inhabitants,  for  there  are  no  Examinations  at 
'Peking  for  the  Degree  of  Doftor,  until  feveral  Learned 
Men  of  this  City  have  taken  it  firft,  in  order  to  be 
employed  in  Affairs  of  State. 

7i&<?  TTnrd  Cityy  Kin  yuen  fou. 

THIS  Chy  is  not  pleafant,  tho*  it  is  built  on  the 
Banks  of  a  large  River,  becaufe  it  is  furrounded  with 
craggy  Mountains,  and  is  not  far  diftant  from  thofc 
of  tfe  Province  of  Kbei  tcheou ^  which  are  almoft  in- 
acceflible,  and  inhabited  by  none  but  a  People  almoft 
favage. 

The  Vallies,  which  are  between  thefe  fruitful  Moun- 
tains, are  full  of  Villages  and  Forts,  and  they  fin4 
Gold  in  the  Rivers.  It  has  two  Cities  of  the  Second 
Order,  and  five  of  the  Third  in  itjs  Diftrift. 

The  Fourth  City^  Se  nguen  fou. 

THE  Diftridt  of  this  City  is  fmall,  and  contain* 
but  one  of  the  Second  Order,  and  two  of  the  Thu*d, 
and  is  furrounded  with  Mountains :  The  People  were 

formerly 
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formerly  very  brutifh  and  lavage,  but  are  beconle  mdi« 
polite  fincc  they  have  been  incorporated  into  the  Eift- 
pire. 

the  Ftftb  City ^  Pinglofou. 

THIS  City  is  fituated  on  the  Banks  of  a  great 
River,  which  is  not  verv  fit  for  Navigation,  becauie 
it  runs  through  feveral  very  flrait  Vallies,  and  a- 
bounds  with  Willows.  It  hath  one  City  of  the  Se- 
cond Order,  and  feven  of  the  Third  in  its  Diftrift, 
which  are  all  furrounded  with  Mountains,  that  render 
the  Country  very  dilagreeable,  and  yet  fome  are  co- 
vered with  Orange-Trees,  and  there  is  a  great  Quan- 
tity of  White  Wax. 

^be  Sixth  City^  Ou  tcheou  fbu. 

ALL  the  Rivers  of  this  Province  unite  near  this 
City,  which  joins  to  the  Province  of  ^ang  tong^  and 
is  the  Key  of  the  whole  Province,  and  the  moft  con- 
fiderable  City  for  Commerce  in  it :  It  hath  one  City 
of  the  Second  Order,  and  nine  of  the  Third  within  its 
Jurifdidion.  The  Country  is  partly  mountainous,  and 
partly  flat :  In  the  Mountains  is  found  Cinnabar,  and 
the  uncommon  Tree  called  ^ang  lang^  which  in- 
ftead  of  Pith  hath  st  foft  Pulp,  of  which  they  make 
Flour,  and  whofe  Taflfc  is  pretty  good. 

Befides  other  Animals,  which  are  common  in  Cbma^ 
there  is  the  Rhinoceros,  and  a  kind  of  yellow  Ape, 
whofe  Shape  and  Cry  refcmble  thofe  of  an  ordinary 
Dog. 

The  Seventh  City^  Sin  tcheou  fou. 

THIS  City  is  fituated  at  the  Confluence  of  two 
Rivers  in  an  agreeable  Country,  when  compared  with 
the  reft  of  the  Province  5  it  produces  a  kind  of  Cin- 
namon, which  is  not  near  fo  good  as  that  of  fhe 
Wind  of  Ceylon^  cither  for  Smell  or  Taftc  s  there  arc 

alfo 
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alfo  Trees  that  produce  the  hard  Wood  called  Iron- 
Wood.  They  make  here  a  kind  of  Linen  Cloth  of 
a  fort  "of  Grafs,  which  is  often  fold  dearer  than  the 
common  Silks  ;  and  there  is  likewife  a  yellow  Earth 
which  they  affirm  to  be  good  againft  all  forts  of  Poi- 
fon.  The  Diftridt  of  this  City  is  not  confiderable, 
and  contains  but  three  Cities  of  the  Third  Orddr. 

The  Eighth  Cityi  Nan  ning  fou. 

THIS  City  is  almoft  furrounded  with  Rivers  and 
fmall  Lakes ;  it  hath  four  Cities  of  the  Second  Order, 
and  three  of  the  Third  within  its  Diftrift,  which  is 
foil  of  Mountains  and  Vallies.  There  are  large  Par- 
rots which  foon  learn  to  talk,  and  very  large  Porcu- 
pine^ as  well  as  Iron  Mines  in  fome  of  its  Moun- 
tains. 

The  Ninth  City^  Tai  ping  fou. 

THIS  City  is  built  on  a  Point  of  Land  which 
is  almoft  furrounded  by  a  River ;  on  the  Landfide 
it  is  fortify'd  by  a  Wall  that  reaches  from  one  Arm 
of  the  fame  River  to  the  other  j  The  Territory  of 
this  City  is  very  fruitfol|  very  populous,  and  well 
cultivated,  being  the  beft  in  all  the  Province :  There 
are  a  great  Number  of  Forts,  bfecaufe  it  is  near  the 
Confines  of  the  Kingdom  of  Tong  king. 

The  Chinefe  call  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Country 
Barbarians,  becaufc  they  are  not  fo  polite  as  them- 
fel ves :  There  are  within  the  Diftridt  of  this  City  twelve 
Cities  of  the  Second  Order,  and  two  of  the  Third. 

file  Tenth  City,  Se  ming  fou. 

THIS  City  is  likewife  fituated  in  the  Neighbour- 
hood of  the  Kingdom  of  Jong  king,  in  a  mountainous 
Country,  near  the  Pillar  which  the  Tonkinefe  have 
erefted  for  the  Limit  of  their  Kingdom,  and  which  I 
have  defcribed  in  another  ^^lace  ;  the  Mountains  are 
well  ftock'd  with  Wood :  It  has  but  four  Cities  of  the 

Second 
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Second  Order  in  its  piftria:  This  Country  pro-' 
duces  all  the  Neceflaries  of  Life ;  but  the  Inhabitanti 
are  not  near  i^  polite  as  they  arc  in  the  reft  of  the 
Empire. 

JSt  Eleventh  City^  Tchin  ngan  fou. 

A  GREAT  Part  of  die  Diftricft  of  thi>  City 
is  dependant  on  the  Kingdom  of  ^om  king,  and  has 
but  one  City  of  the  Second  Order.  Formerly  it  was 
but  open  Towns,  which  thev  have  en}aigtd>  and 
furrounded  with  Walls,  to  malce  it  a  City  of  the  Se- 
cond Order.  The  Manners  of  its  Inrabitaats  are 
not  different  from  thofe  of  the  Cbine/e^  and  the 
Country  produces  all  things  neceflary  for  Life.  Here 
is  great  Plenty  of  Honey  and  Wax. 

.    /       Tie  Twelfth  City,  Se  tchin  fou. 

THE  Diftria  of  this  City  is  very  fmall,  and 
comprehends  but  two  of  the  Second  Order ;  it  a  fi- 
tuated  at  the  Confluence  of  two  finall  Rivers  which 
join  near  its  Wall.  The  Country  is  pardy  flat, 
and  pardy  mountainous,  and  ftands  on  die  Frontiers 
of  the  Province  of  Tun  nan ;  it  is  full  of  Towns  that 
are  well  peopled. 
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The  Fourteenth  Province  of  the  Empire  g^  China, 

Yun  nan. 

nr  H I S  is  one  of  the  richeft  Provinces  of  the  Em- 
pire, and  is  bounded  by  the  Provinces  of  Se  tcbuen, 
Koei  tcbeou,  and  ^ang  fi,  on  one  fide ;  and  on  the 
other  with  Tinbet,  and  a  Savage  People  litde  known, 
and  the  Kingdoms  of  Aoa,  Pegu,  Laos,  and  fong  king. 
It  contains  twenty-one  Cities  of  the  Firft  Order,  and 
fifty-five  of  the  Second  and  Third,  and  is  well  wa- 
tered 
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!  ter*d  with  Rivm  and  Lakes,  which  render  it  very 
firiitfuL 

All  forts  of  Provifions  sire  very  cheapo  and  they 
f  receive  great  Profits  from  the  Grold  which  they  find  a- 
I  mong  the  Sand  iii  the  Rivers,  and  Torrents  that  iA 
iue  from  fome  of  the  Mountains  in  the  Eaftem  Part ; 
this  gives  realbn  to  believe  that  there  is  abundance  of 
Giold  Mines,  that  would  bring  in  immenfe  Riches  if 
allowed  to  be  open'd* 

Befides  the  commbn  Copper'  Mines,  which  are 
found  in  other  Provinces,  they  have  here  ^  particular 
kind  of  Copper  tall'd  P^  tong.,  which  is  intirely  white; 
it  alfo  produces  red  Amber,  but  no  yellow  :  There 
are  Rubies,  Saphires,  Agates,  Pearls,  Precious- 
Stones,  Musk,  Silk,  Benjamin,  a  fort  of  Incenfe 
which  is  grcady  admired.  Lapis  Lazuli^  and  very  fine 
Marble. 

There  is  alfo  of  that  kind  of  Marble  which  is  na- 

I  turally  painted  with  divers  Colours  reprefenting  Land- 

\  skips,  with  which  they  make  Tables ;    fome  think 

Rubies,  and  other  Precious-Stbn^s,  are  brought  hert 

from  the  Kingdom  of  Ava, 

They  have  excellent  Horfes,  that  ate  very  l^rong 
and  vigorous,  but  low;  there  are  alfo  a  particular 
kind  of  Stags,  that  are  no  larger  than  our  common 
Dogs,  which  the  Nobility  keep  in  their  ^jardens  for 
i  their  Diverfiori,  as  likewife  great  Numbers  of  Gold- 
en Hens,  calloi  Kin  ki^  which  I  h^ve  deferibed  in 
another  Place. 

Thefc  People  are  very  ftrong,  couragiouSj  witty^ 
and  apt  to  learn* 

SrJ^  Ftrft  City^  and  Capital  of  the  Province^ 

Yun  nan  fou, 

THIS  city  i^  fituated  to  the  Banks  of  a  largef 
Lake,  which  they  call  the  Southern  SeSj  which  fome 
Years  ago  was  remarkable  for  its  Beauty,  and  was  up- 
wards of  a  League  in  Circuit,  and  adorned  with  fine 

Vou.h  S  Buiki- 
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Buildings  and  Gardens.  A  Cinm/e  Prince  formerly 
kept  his  Court  there  i  and  the  Tarlars^  who  were 
then  Maftcrs  of  China^  had  granted  him  the  Invefti- 
ture  of  it,  with  the  Title  of  King  ;  but  this  Prince 
having  revolted,  and  taken  Arms  againft  the  Empe- 
ror in  the  Year  1 670,  his  Family  was  ruin'd,  and  he 
dying  foon  after  01  Old  Age,  his  Troops  were  di- 
Iperfed. 

The  J'rade  for  Metals  is  greater  here  than  in  any 
other  Province :  There  is  a  kind  of  Stuff  which  is 
X  uncommon,  called  Tong  hat  touanfe^  that  is,  Satin  of 

the  Eaftem  Sea  5  it  is  thick,  made  of  Silk-Thread 
twifted,  plain,  without  Luftre  or  Flowers,  and  is 
dyed  into  all  forts  of  Colours,  as  the  Tonan  tfe^  or 
common  Satin  ;  ll^ey  make  alfo  fine  Carpets. 

The  City  of  Tnn  nan  has  more  Reputation  than 
Riches,  the  Shc^s  are  but  poorly  fiirnifliy ,  the  Mer- 
chants are  not  wealthy,  the  Buildings  but  indiffe- 
rent, and  the  Inhabitants  thin  when  compared  with  the 
Capitals  of  other  Provinces. 

The  Tfong  tou^  or  Governor-General  of  the  Pro- 
vinces of  Tun  nan,  and  of  Koei  tcheou^  refides  here, 
as  alio  the  Viceroy  of  the  Province,  Withm  iK!^  Di- 
ftrid  are  four  Cities  of  the  SecQnd  Order,  and  feven 
of  the  Third. 

The  whole  Country  is  very  agreeable  and  fertile, 
the  Waters  are  very  good,  the  Climate  is  temperate, 
and  the  Canals  are  made  large  enough  to  admit  confi^ 
derable  Barks. 

The  Inhabitants  have  Wit  as  well  as  Courage,  and 

their  Employment  is  either  the  Exefciie  of  Arms,  6r 

Agriculture.    The  Horfes  of  this  Country  are  fmall, 

but  ftrong  and  lively :  Z»pw  LazuH  is  found  here,  as 

'  alfo  the  Trees  whofe  Wood  is  called  Rofe-JVcod. 

The  Second  Cityy  Ta  li  fou. 

THIS  Qty  is  alfo  built  on  the  Banks  of  a  Lake, 
.which  is  very  long,  and  well  ftock'd  with  all  forts  of 
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tifh  i*  the  City  is  large  and  populous,  the  Climate  ve- 
ry mild,  and  the  Soil  jfruitfiil. 

This  is  the  principal  Place  where  they  make  curious 
Tables,  and  other  Ornaments  of  fine  Marble,  which 
IS  got  from  a  Mountain  called  Ttenjungy  and  is  natu- 
rally beautify*d  with  different  Colours,  fo  that  one 
would  imagine  an  able  Painter  had  embellilh'd  it  with 
Mountains,  Flowers,  Trees,  and  Rivers.  7'a  li  has 
Under  its  Jurifdidion  four  Cities  of  the  Second  Or-* 
dcr,  and  three  of  the  Third* 

The  Tiird  City^  Ling  ngan  fou. 

THE  Diftria  of  this  City,  which  contains  fouf 
Cities  of  the  Second  Order,  and  five  of  the  Thirds 
confifts  of  Plains,  Vallies,  and  Mountains,  whofe 
Profpeft  is  not  dilagreeable  i  it  is  watered  by  two 
Lakes  and  fcveral  Rivers,  and  is  vety  fertile,  efpeci- 
ally  in  Rice  and  Wheat ;  it  produces  alfo  Honey,  a 
great  Quantity  of  Wax,  and  moft  of  the  Fruits  which 
grow  in  Cinna. 

^be  Fourth  Ctty^  Tchoii  hiung  fou. 

T  H-I S  City  is  fituated  in  the  CenjJ'of  the  Pro- 
vince, in  a  very  fine  Country j  watered'ly  feveral  Ri-- 
Vers^  and  cncompaflfed  on  all  fides  with  beautiful 
Mountains  which  fervc  inftead  of  Ramparts:  The 
Air  is  healthfiil,  and  the  Sioil  produces  all  forts  of 
Grain  in  abundance  %  there  are  alfo  very  good  Pa- 
fturcsrf 

The  Mountains  yield  Lapis  Lazuli^  and  fine  green 
Stones ;  there  are  likewife  Silver  Mines,  but  they  arei 
not  permitted  to  be  open'd^  It  has  within  its  t)iftrift 
.only  (WO  Cities  of  the  Second  Orders 

Sri^  Fifth  Cityy  Tching  kiang  fou. 

THE  Situation  of  this  City  is  very  agreeable, 
being  built  on  the  Side  of  a  Lake,  and  in  a  Plain  fur- 
rounded  with  Mountains,  which  are  at  a  proper  Di- 

S  ^  ftance^ 
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ftance,  to  render  the  Profpc6t  agreeable :  Its  Diftrid: 
is  not  large,  and  contains  but  two  Cities  of  the  Se* 
cond  Order,  and  two  of  the  Third  ;  but  it  is  water- 
.  cd  with  Lakes  and  Rivers,  which  make  it  very  fruit- 
ful, and  in  which  there  are  abundance  of  excellent 
Fifh ;  they  make  .here  Carpets  of  Cotton,  which  arc 
very  valuable. 

*  72><f  Sixth  Cityy  King  tong  fou. 

THIS  City  is  furrounded  with  very  high  Moun-* 
tains,  in  which  they  fay  there  are  Silver  Mines  ;  the 
Country  abounds  with  Rice,  and  the  Vallies  are  well 
watered  with  Rivers  and  Brooks.  Altho*  it  is  placed 
in  the  Rank  of  Fou^  there  is  no  other  City  in  its  Di- 
ftri6t :  To  the  Weft  of  this  City  there  is  one  of  thofc 
forts  of  Bridges  which  I  have  already  defcrib'd  clle« 
where  -,  it  is  lupported  by  Iron  Chains,  and  the  Sight 
of  the  Precipices,  with  the  Motion  of-  the  Bridge 
when  feveral  Perfons  go  over  it  together,  generally 
fright  Perfons  the  firft  time  they  pais  over  it. 

^e  Seventh  City^  Quang  nan  fou. 

T  H I  S^ity,  as  well  as  the  preceding,  hath  no 
other  within  its  Jurifdiftion ;  it  is  feated  on  the  Fron- 
tiers of  the  Province  of  Koei  tcbeou^  and  is  almoft 
feparated  from  the  reft  of  the  Province  by  frightful 
Mountains;  however  its  Territory  is  not  the  lels 
fertile.  The  Clnnefe  call  the  Inhabitants  of  this 
Country  Barbarians^  becaufe  of  their  Unpolitenels. 

The  Eighth  City^  Quang  fi  fou. 

THIS  City  is  fituated  on  the  Banks  of  a  Lake, 
and  furrounded  with  Mountains ;  it  has  two  Cities  of 
the  Third  Order  within  its  Diftrift,  but  has  nothing 
worthy  of  Obfervation, 
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J%ie  Ninth  Cityy  Chun  nlng  fou. 

• 

THIS  City  is  very  fmall,  its  Circuit  being  but 
half  a  League :  It  is  furrounded  with  Mountains,  and 
the  Paflages  leading  to  it  are  very  narrow  ;  the  Soil 
is  fruitfiil,  but  the  Inhabitants  are  as  5arbarous  in 
their  Manners,  as  the  Climate  which  they  inhabit. 

The  Tenth  City^  Ku  tfing  foii. 

A  L  T  H  O*  this  City  is  furrounded  with  Moun- 
tains, the  Soil  that  is  about  them  is  pretty  fruitful.  . 
Within  its  Jurifdiftion  are  five  Cities  of  the  Second 
Order,  and  two  of  the  Third :  The  Inhabitants  are 
very  labwious,  and  cultivate  every  Inch  of  Ground ; 
but  they  are  fo  litigious,  that  they  often  fpend  their 
Fortunes  in  Law. 

The  Eleventh  City^  Yao  ngan  fou. 

THE  Territory  of  this  City  is  confiderable,  al- 
tho*  it  contains  but  two  Cities,  one  of  the  Second  Or- 
der, and  the  other  of  the  Third.  It  is  intermixt  with 
Mountains  which  are  cover'd  with  fine  Forefts  and 
fruitful  Vallies,  and  produces  abundance  of  Musk: 
Near  the  City  there  is  a  Well  of  Salt- Water,  irom 
which  they  nuke  very  white  Salt :  The  Inhabitants 
of  this  Country  are  ftrong  and  warlike. 

The  Twelfth  City^  Ko  king  fou. 

THIS  City  is  furrounded  with  Mountains,  and 
has  but  one  City  of  the  Second  Order  in  its  Diftrift. 
It  is  feated  on  the  Banks  of  a  Lake  whofe  Circumfe- 
rence is  fix  Leagues ;  the  People  arc  couragious,  and 
are  generally  armed  with  Bows  and  Arrows ;  the 
Country  produces  Musk,  and  Pine  Apples ;  there  are 
the  fined  Carpets  made  here ;  and  they  pretend  that 
there  are  Mines  of  Gold  within  its  Mountains,  bor- 
dering upon  the  Countries  of  Si  fan^  or  Land  of 
Lamas. 
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The  thirteenth  Cityj  Vou  ting  fou, 

THIS  City  is  fituatcd  on  the  Confines  of  the 
Province  of  ^Se  tchtien^  in  a  very  fruitful  Country, 
watered  with  Streams  and  Rivers,  where  a  confidera- 
ble  Garrifon  is  kept  to  defend  it  from  the  Inciirfions  of 
the  Mountaineers  of  the  Neighbourhood, 

The  Land  is  well  cultivated,  and  abounds  with  Pa- 
fture  Ground,  which  feeds  a  great  number  of  Sheep. 

Some  of  the  Mountains  are  fo  fteep,  and  the  raf- 
fages  fo  narrow,  that  a  Man  can  fcarcely  get  to  the 
Top  ;  the  Inhabitants  retire  there  in  time  of  War, 
as  to  an  inacceflible  Refuge :  It  has  but  two  Cities 
of  the  Second  Order,  and  one  of  the  Third  with)q 
^ts  Piftrift. 

The  Fourteenth  City^  Li  kiang  tou  fou. 

I T  is  faid  that  the  Inhabitants  of  this  City,  and 
its  Territory,  are  defcended  from  ibme  ancient  Colo^- 
nies  of  Cinnefe^  which  came  and  fixed  there ;  it  has 
no  other  City  within  its  Diftrift,  but  is  furroundcd 
•  by  Mountains  which  feparate  it  from  the  Land  of  the 
Lamas  :  It  is  not  doubted  but  that  there  ^re  Mines  of 
Gold  within  its  Mountains.  The  whole  Country  is 
very  well  watered,  and  the  Land  fruitful  j  there  art 
found  here  Amber  and  Pine- Apples, 

.  The  Fifteenth  City^  Tuen  kiang  fou. 

T  P I  S  City  is  built  on  the  Banks  of  a  large  Ri- 
ver,  caird  Ho  li  kiang:  It  has  no  Jurildiftion,  hav- 
ing no  City  depending  on  it.  The  Country  is  diyerfi- 
fy^d  with  Mountains  and  Vallies,  watered  with  feveral 
Rivers,  and  abounds  with  Silk,  Ebony- Wood,  Palm- 
Trees,  and  Trees  of  Areca^  which  thefe  People  chew 
^vith  the  Leaf  of.  Betel  5  there  are  ^und^ncc  of  Pea- 
pojcks  liere. 

The 
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Ttbe  Sixteenth  City^  Mong  hoa  fou. 

THIS  City  has  nope  depending  on  it,  but  is  fur- 
rounded  with  High  Mountains ;.  nor  is  there  any 
Country  in  the  whole  Empire  that  abounds  fo  plenti- 
fiiUy  with  Musk  as  this. 

the  Seventeenth  Cityj  Yung  tchong  fou, 

THIS  City  is  pretty  large  and  populous,  and  is 
built  in  the  midft  of  high  Mountains,  on  the  Border* 
of  the  Province,  in  the  Neighbourhood  of  a  Sa- 
vage People,  whofe  Genius  and  Manners  the  Inhabi- 
tants of  this  Country  partake  of  The  Country  pro-, 
duces  .Gold,  Honey,  Wax,  Amber,  and  a  vaft. 
quantity  of  fine  Silk,  It  has  within  its  Diftrifts  one 
Gity  of  the  Second  Order,  and  two  of  the  Third.     ' 

The  Eighteenth  City^  Yung  ning  tou  fou. 

THIS  City  is  built  ^t  the  Extremity  of  the  Pro-  ^ 
vince,  and  almgft  jojns  to  the  Land  of  the  Lamas :  On 
*e  Eaft  it  hath  a  fine  Lake,  with  four  fmall  Ifland^ 
in  it,  but  there  is  no  City  within  its  Jurifdiftion.  Iff, 
this  Country,  as  well  as  in  the  Kingdom  of  Thibetr 
there  are  a  particular  kind  of  Cows,  of  whofe  Tails 
divers  Ufes  are  ipade ;  in  particular.  Stuffs  through 
which  Rain  cannot  penetrate ;  and  Carpeting,  which 
is  very  v^Lluable,  and  with  which  the  Cbinefe  Officers 
adorn  their  Standards  and  Bucklers. 

Hie  Nineteenth  City^  Yung  pe  fou. 

THIS  City  is  bulk  in  die  midft  of  Mountains, 
ks  Territory  is  very  fruitful,  and  there  are  large  Plains 
watered  by  a  fine  Lake,  and  feveral  large  Rivers  and 
Streams  i  but  it  hasno  CityNvithin  its  Diftrid:,. 

l^e  twentieth  Cityy  Cai  hoa  fou. 

THIS  City  has  nothing  worthy  Remark,  only 
that  it  is  on  the  Confines  of  the  Kingdom  of  Tong 
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kingj  and  is,  on  that  fide,  the  Key  of  jthe  Province* 
It  is  fituated  iji  a  Country  which  is  full  of  fertile  Val- 
lies  and  high  Mountains }  but  has  no  Jurildidion  nor 
City  depending  on  it. 

^e  Twenty-firft  City^  San  ta  fou. 

THIS  laft  City  is  on  the  Confines  of  the  King- 
dom of  Avuy  and  is  properly  a  Garrifon  to  defend 
the  Frontiers ;  it  is  furroundcd  with  Mountains,  and 
the  Vallies  are  watered  with  Rivers,  which  make  the 
Soil  very  fertile. 


^lie  Fifteenth  Province  of  the  Empire  of  China, 

Ko^i  tcheou^ 

nr  H I S  Province  is  one  of  the  fmallejp:  of  China, 
lying  between  the  Provinces  of  Hon  quango  Se 
tcbuen^  Tun  nan,  3.nd  ^angjiy  it  contains  teb,  Cities 
Df  the  Firft  Order,  and  thirty-eight  of  the  Second 
and  Third. 

It  is  full  of  inacceflible  Mountains,  and  pardy  in- 
habited by  People  that  would  never  fubmit  to  the  Em- 
peror, and  who  live  independent  of  the  Laws  of  the 
Empire.  I  have  given  ^  Account  of  them  in  the  be- 
ginning of  this  Work. 

The  Emperors  have  tried  fcveral  times  to  people 
this  Province,  and  have  fcnt  thither  Chinefe  Colonies 
and  Qovernors,  with  their  Families  ;  there  are  abun- 
dance of  Forts  and  Places  of  War,  where  they  keep 
ftrong  Garrifbns ;  The  Taxes  of  this  Province  arc 
not  fulficient  to  defi-ay  the  Expence  of  their  Subfift- 
ence,  and  thg  Emperor  is  obli^d  to  fend  new  Supplies 
cyery  Year, 

In  the  Mountains  there  are  Mines  of  Gold,  Silver, 
and  Mercury  i  and  it  is  from  part  of  this  Province 
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Aat  they  get  the  Copper  with  which  they  make  all 
the  fmall  Brafs  Money  which  is  in  the  Empire,  Be- 
tween the  Moijntains  there  are  very  agreeable  and 
fruitful^  Vallies,  efpecially  near  the  Rivers:  Provi- 
fions  are  cheap,  but  not  fo  plentiful  as  in  other  Places* 
Tha«  arie  no  Silks,  but  they  make  Stuffs  of  a 
certajin  flefh  which  refcmbles  Hemp,  and  is  very  pro* 
per  for  Summer- Cloaths, 

Cows  and  St^gs  are  in  great  plenty  here,  as  alio  the 
beil  Horfos  of  China ;  there  are  likewife  Multitudes  df 
wild  Hens,  which  are  efleemed  excellent. 

fhs  Firji  CUyy  and  Capital  of  the  Province,  Kooi 

yang  fou. 

THIS  is  one  of  the  fmalleft  Cities  of  Cbina^ 
&t  Circuit  of  it  being  not  above  a  l^cague  :  The 
Houies  are  partly  of  Earth,  and  partly  Brick :  It  is 
a  Place  of  no  Trade,  the  River  not  being  navigable. 
It  has  within  its  Jurifdidion  thre^  Cities  of  the  Se- 
cond Order,  and  four  of  the  Third ;  as  alio  a  great 
many  Forts  round  about  it:  The  Country  is  fmooth 
and  level  in  fome  Places,  in,  others  it  abounds  with 
very  ftccp  Mountains. 

The  Sficond  Cit^^  Se  tch^ii  fou. 

^  H I S  City  is  feated  on  the  Borders  of  the  Pro- 
vmce  towards  that  of  Hou  quango  and  hath  only 
fome  Forts  with)n  its  Jurifdiftion.  The  whole  Coun- 
try is  foil  of  IVIoyntsiins,  and  produces  Quick-Silver, 
Cinnabar,  and  divers  other  Commoditip,  The  Inhabi- 
tants are  ignorant  of  all  Chinefe  Learning,  tho*  they 
are  not  fo  barbarous  as  fome  others  of  the  fame  Pro- 
vince; they  commonly  go  bare-footed,  and  are  fo 
inured  to  Fatigue,  that  they  can  walk  over  Ilocjcs  with 
p,  furprUing  Swiftnefi. 
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The  7%ird  City^  Se  nan  fou, 

■THIS  City,  which  is  built  on  the  Banks  of  a 
fine  River,  and  in  an  cxtenfive  Plain,  hath  within 
its  Diftritft  three  Cities  of  the  Third  Order,  and  feve- 
ral  Forts:  It  is  furrounded  on  all  fides  by  Moun- 
tains, fome  of  which  are  inacceflible ;  in  time  of 
War  the  Inhabitants  fhelter  themfelvcs  in  thefe Moun- 
tains, and  carry  their  Goods  with  them,  to  prevent 
feeing  plundered  by  the  Soldiers  which  croft  their 
•  Country:  There  arc  a  Savage  People  skulking  a- 
•  bout  tfeofe  Mountains,  who  have  fcarce  any  Commu- 
nication with  the  Cbinefi. 

fbe  Fourth  City^  Tchin  yucn  fou. 

THE  Diftria  of  this  City  is  but  very  fmall,  and 
comprehends  only  fome  Forts,  and  two  Cities  of  the 
Third  Order.  The  Country  produces  Pom^ranatf  s> 
Oranges,  and  the  fincft  Flowers  that  are  in  all  Cinna  i 
The  Inhabitants  of  the  Mountains  have  no  Com-» 
munication  with  the  Chinefcy  and  are  next  to  Bar-f 
barians. 

The  Fifth  City,  Che  tfien  fou. 

THIS  City  is  fituated  between  the  two  prece- 
ding ones ;  its  Diftrid  is  very  fmall,  having  only 
Ibme  Forts,  and  one  City  of  the  Third  Order  in  it. 
The  Inhabitants  of  the  Mountains^  have  fomething 
very  different  in  their  Manners  from  the  Chineje  Po-i 
litenefs,  and  DOth  Men  and  Women  go  bare-footed  ; 
the  Country  produces  a  large  Quantity  of  Quicks 
iilver„ 

7'he  Sixth  City^  Tong  gin  fou. 

THIS  is  a  Frontier-City  of  the  Province,  to* 
wards  that  of  Hou  quang  \  there  is  but  one  City  and 
fome  Forts  within  its  Diftrift,  and  there  is  abundance 
of  Gold  and  Copper  Mines  to  be  met  with  here.   The 
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Communication  of  the  Cbineje  with  the  Inhabitants     • 
have  civiliz'd  them  of  late>  tho'  th^  were  formerlj 
meirc  Barbarians. 

The  Seventh  City^  Ngan  chan  fou. 

THE  Territory  of  this  City  is  very  mountain* 
0US9  and  contains  three  Cities  of  the  Second  Orjder,. 
and.  five  of  the  Third,  with  fcveral  ^rriibnM  Forts 
to  keep  in  awe  the  neighbouring  Jnhabdtants,  who  are 
independant,  and  live  on  the  Mountains,  The  Vallies 
^nd  Plains  are  well  watered,  and  would  be  very  fruitful 
}S  the  People  were  more  induflrious,  and  giycn  to 
Labour, 

ne  Eigbtb  Cityy  Tou  yun  fou. 

THE  Jurifdiftion  of  this  City  is  but  fmall,  and 
comprehends  only  two  Cities  of  the  Second  Order, 
and  two  of  the  Third :  It  is  in  the  Neighbourhood 
of  the  Mountains  which  are  inhabited  by  the  Seng 
ma$fej  a  People  whom  the  Cbine/e  could  never  fub- 
(due,  and  Who  have  their  particular  Government, 
^  I  have  mentioned  in  another  Place:  It  is  fcpa- 
rated  fh)m  them  pnly  by  a  River,  and  fome  fleep 
^fount^s, 

Jie  Ninth  City^  Ping  yuen  fou.  • 

THE  Territory  of  this  City  is  likewife  in  the 
Neighbourhood  of  thefe  wild  People,  who  are  inde- 
'  pendant  of  the  Empire  of  Cbina^  and  who  live  on 
inaccellible  Mountains. 

This  Diftriift  contains  only  two  Cities  of  the  Se^ 
(cond  Order,  and  two  of  the  Third.  The  Soil  pro- 
duces excellent  Tea,  and  all  kinds  of  Oranges ;  there 
is  a  kind  of  Linen  Cloth  made  of  a  fort  of  Hemp 
very  djfFcrenf  from  that  of  puro^e, 
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3%e  Tenih  Cityt  Oud  ning  fou. 

THIS  lad  City  is  built  on  the  Bsnk  of  a  fine 
Lake,  in  the  midft  of  a  Plain  fuirounded  with 
Mountains,  and  has  within  itt  Diftrift  three  Cities 
of  the  Second  Order,,  and  three  of  the  Third,  be- 
fidet  feveral  Forts  with  Garrilons  for  the  Defentx  of 
the  Country. 


THE 

ANNALS 

O  F    T  H  E 

CHINESE  Monarchy: 

O  R, 

^Chronological  History  of 
the  moft  remarkable  Events  that  hap- 
fend  during  the  Reign  of  every 
Emperor. 

F o  HI,  the  Firji  Emperor. 

iE  was  bora  in  the  Province  of  Chen  /, 
and  was  chofen  on  account  of  his  fuperior 
Merit  to  govern  his  Countrymen,  who 
call'd  him  Ihn  tfe,  that  is  to  fay.  Son  of 
Heaven^  to  denote  that  he  was  more  &- 
vour'd  by  Heaven  than  the  reft  of  Mankind,  fincc  it 
was  from  Heaven  he  rccriv'd  thofc  extraordinary  Qua- 
lities which  had  raifed  him  to  the  Throne. 

At  this  Time,  fays  a  Cbinefe  Author,  Men  differ*d 
but  little  |rom  Brutes  j  they  knev  their  Motbo-,  but 
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not  their  Father ;  they  liv^d  in  a  favagc  manner,  and 
fought  nothing  but  to  fatisfy  their  Hunger,  for  as 
foon  as  they  were  filled  they  threw  away  the  Remains  r 
It  was  then  their  Cuftom  to  devour  every  Part  of  thcf 
Animal ;  they  alfo  drank  the  Bloody  and  cloathed 
themfelves  with  the  Skins. 

Fo  hi  taught  them  how  to  make  Nets  for  Fifhing 
and  Fowling,  and  alfo  inftru6tcd  them  to  bring  up 
Domeftick  Animals,  as  well  for  Food  as  for  Sacrifices  \ 
by  thefe  means  he  provided  for  the  Sublifbence  of 
his  People. 

This  Prince  alfo  sketched  out  the  eight  Koua^  find- 
ing that  thi  knotted  Cords,  which  they  ufed  inftead  of 
Charadters,  and  to  inftrudt  their  Children,  were  very 
unfit  to  publifli  his  Laws,  and  to  leave  to  Polterity 
the  InftruAions  he  intended. 

Thefe  Koua  are  three  Lines,  which  by  diflferent 
Combinations  make  fiicty  four  5  and  he  drew  out  thefe 
famous  Lines  for  Symbols  to  expreis  what  he  defired^ 

Thefe  eight  Koua^  or  Symbols  of  three  Lines  each, 
cither  ftrait  or  crooked,  exprcfled  certain  general 
Things  on  which  the  Generation  or  Corruption  of 
particular  Things  depended :  One  reprefented  the  Hea- 
ven, another  the  Earth,  the  third  Thunder  and  Light- 
ning, the  fourdi  Mountains,  the  fifth  Fire,  the  fixth 
the  Clouds,  the  fcventh  the  Waters,  and  the  eighth  the 
Wind.  He  taught  them  how  to  make  ufe  of  thefe 
Charafters,  and,  to  give  the  greater  Force  to  his  new' 
Liaws,  he  declared  that  he  had  feen  them  traced^  upon 
the  Back  of  a  Dragon^Horfe^  which  rofe  fi-om  the  Bot-^ 
torn  of  a  Lake  ;  he  call'd  it  a.  Dragon-Horfe  bccaufe 
it  had  the  Shape  of  a  Horfe,  aud  the  Scales  and  Wingsi 
of  a  Dragon. 

This  Prodigy  gaining  Credit  among  the  PcOpfa 
gave  him  occauon  to  create  Oifficers^  or  Mandarins, 
under  the  Name  of  the  Dragon*  He  called  one  the 
Flying' Dragon^  and  his  Employment  was  to  com-» 
pofe  Books;   he  nam'd  another  tho Hiddcn-Drfffg^ffi 
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tod  he  was  to  inake  the  Calendar  ^  a  third  was  called 
the  Refident'Dragon^  and  he  had  the  Care  of  the 
Buildings ;  a  fourth  the  ProteSting-Dragon^  and  his 
Charge  was  to  obviate  and  relieve  the  Wants  and  Mi- 
feries  of  the  Common  People ;  a  fifth  call'd  the  TVr- 
refirial'Dragon^  had  the  Care  of  the  Lands ;  a  fixth^ 
hamed  the  Dragon  of  the  WaterSy  was  to  look  after 
the  Woods  and  Flants,  and  preferve  the  Communica- 
tion of  the  Springs. 

He  made  a  Prime  Minifter,  and  divided  the  Go- 
vernment of  his  State  between  four  Mandarins,  one  of 
whom  he  fent  to  the  North,  another  to  the  South, 
the  third  to  the  Eaft,  and  the  fourth  to  the  Weft :  B/ 
thefe  means  he  made  his  Laws  flourilh.  The  Sexes 
'were  not  then  diftinguiflied  by  different  Habits,  but 
lived  in  common  without  Shame,  altogether  ignorant 
of  Conjugal  Laws. 

Fo  hi  reformed  this  Diforder ;  he  commanded  the 
Women  to  diftinguilh  themfclves  by  their  Habit ;  he 
made  Laws  for  Conjugal  Society,  by  one  of  whidi 
no  Man  could  marry  a  Woman  of  his  own  Name, 
-whether  related  or  not. 

This  Cuftom  ftill  remains ;  as  for  Inftance,  thoft  of 
•the  Name  of  Tong  Ly^  iSc.  trannot  marry  Wives  of 
the  fame  Name,  tho*  twenty  Generations  diftant,  and^ 
of  different  Families.  To  foften  the  lavage  Nature 
-of  his  new  Subjefts,  and  to  quiet  wild  and  turbulent 
Spirits  he  invented  Mufick,  and  made  the  Inftrument 
Ktn  \  the  upper  Part  of  which  was  convex,  to  repre- 
fent*  Heaven,  the  under  Part  flat,  to  reprcfent  the 
Earth.  If  this  Harmony  invented  by  Fo  hi  was  na 
better  than  the  prefent,  it  does  not  feem  likely  to  have 
any  great  Effeft  on  the  Mind :  The  Cbinefe^  indeed, 
lay  that  the  Mufick  of  Fo  hi  was  quite  Divine^  but 
if  fo  it  is  a  Treafure  irrecoverably  loft. 

Fo  hi  died,  and  was  buried  in  a  Place  called  ^chin ; 
he  was  fucceeded  by  Chin  non^.  A  Chinefe  Hiftorian 
mentions  fifteen  Princes  before  Chin  nongy  but  others, 

who 
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^ho  follow  the  general  Opinion^  affirm  that  thefe 
Princes  were  only  Lords  of  Tributary  Provinces,  near- 
ly fuch  as  thoie  fince  called  Tchu  beou. 

Chip  nong,  the  Second  Emperor. 

THE  Number  of  People  being  greatly  increafed, 
the  Plants  and  Animals  were  not  fufficient  for  their 
Suftenance ;  therefore  Chin  nong^  touched  with  the  Suffer- 
ings of  his  Subjefts,  thought  of  making  the  Earth  fupply 
their  Wants  \  he  invented  the  neceflary  Implements  of 
Husbandry,  and  taught  the  People  to  fow  five  Sorts 
of  Grain  -»  from  hence  he  was  caird  Chin  nongy  which 
is,  Heavenly  Husbandman ;  he  taught  them  alfo  to 
make  Salt  of  the  Sea-Water. 

The  People  being  fubjed  to  many  Di&afes,  for 
which  they  knew  no  Remedies,  Chin  nong  experien- 
ced on  himfelfthe  Nature  of  Simples,  and  difcover*d 
their  gpod  and  bad  Qualities;  he  confider'd  their 
Power,  whether  hot,  temperate,  or  cold,  and  made 
ufe  of  them  accordingly,  as  a  King  does  of  his  Sub- 
jcfts. 

He  difcover'd  in  one  Day  feventy  poifonous  Plants, 
and  found  means  to  make  them  ufeful,  that  is  to  fay, 
he  found  out  the  Counter-Poifon :  After  which  he 
wrote  Books  of  Phyfick,  and  taught  the  Means  to  re- 
ftore  Health  to  the  Sick,  which  makes  'him  e- 
fteem*d  the  Author  and  Prince  of  Phyfick.  Their 
Simplicity  of  Manners  banifh'd  all  Spirit  of  Conten- 
tion 5  every  one  had  enough  to  live  on,  the  Laws  were 
few,  and  there  was  no  occafion  to  encreafc  the  Num- 
ber; but  the  Government  was  majeftick  and  fevere.  Chin 
-  Wf^  gave  the  firft  Idea  of  Commerce,  and  eftaWilhed 
publick  Markets,  to  which  about  the  middle  of  the  Day 
the  People  reforted,  and  having  bought  all  Neceflaries 
returned  quietly  Home. 

Whilft  this  Prince  was  thus  wholly  employed  for 
the  good  of  his  Subjefts,  So  Cha  a  Tributary  Prince 
revolted  i  but  he  was  puniihed  by  his  own  Subjeds, 

who 
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who  put  him  to  death.    Every  one  returnM  to  their  j 

Duty,  and  there  was  no  Perfoii  in  the  whole  Empire 
who  did  not  willingly  fubmit  to  the  mild  and  juft 
Government  of  Chin  nong :  He  died  at  Tcba  biang^  a 
Place  fubordinate  to  Tcbang  tcba. 

Some  Hiftorians  make  feven  Emperors  from  Chin 
nong  to  Hoang  tiy  viz.  Lincoue^  Tcheng^  Ming^  I\ 
^y^  Ly^  and  Tu  Ouang ;  the  laft  was  depofed,  per- 
haps the  others  were  only  tributary  Princes.  How- 
ever it  is  certain  that  the  Cbinefe  Hiftorians  place  on- 
ly Fobi^  Cbin  nongj  and  Hoang  ti  in  the  Rank  of  the 
firft  Emperors,  to  whom  the  Arts  and  Sciences  owe 
their  Beginning  and  their  Progrefs. 

Hoang  ti,  tbc  Tbird  Emperor. 

HISTORY  relates  that  Tu  ouang  was  a  paffionate 
and  violent  Prince,  that  he  governed  with  Rigour,  and 
that  the  People  groaned  under  his  Oppreflion.  The 
tributary  Princes  took  up  Arms,  and  one  of  them,w2. 
3'cbiyeoUj  was  the  firft  who  fet  up  the  Standard  of  the 
revolted  Princes ;  the  Emperor  was  depofed,  and  /fo- 
ang  ti  fet  on  the  Throne, who  was  but  twelve  Years  old; 
Cbin  non£^  Mother  had  a  younger  Brother,  who  was 
hereditary  Prince  of  Cbao  tien :  The  Heir  of  this 
Prince  during  the  Reign  of  Tu  ouang  married  Tou 
faoj  who  being  much  diforder*d  by  the  Noife  of 
Thunder,  was  deliver*d  of  Hoang  ti  on  the  Mountain 
I  Suen  Tuen. 

He  was,  fays  the  Hiftory,  a  wonderful  Child ;  he 
had  fcarcely  left  the  Breaft  but  he  could  Ipeak  ;  in 
his  Infancy  he  difcover'd  a  great  deal  of  Wit  and  Ad- 
drefs,  in  his  Youth  an  admirable  good  Nature  and 
fweetnefs  of  Temper,  and  in  his  Manhood  an  uncom- 
mon Penetration  and  Judgnlbnt.  icbiyeou  bcforemen- 
tioned  was  a  reftlefs  Prince,  whofe  boundlefs  Ambi- 
tion was  the  Caufe  of  great  Troubles  ;  Hoang  ti  at- 
tacked him,  and  gave  him  Battle  three  Times.  He 
perceiving  that  thick  Fogs  faved  the  Enemy  from  hii 
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Purfuit,  and  that  the  Soldiers,  rambled  out  of  the  way, 
and  loft  the  Courfe  of  the  Wind,  he  made  a  Carr 
which  fhow*d  *em  the  four  Cardinal  Points ;  by  this 
Method  he  overtook  fcbiyeou^  nude  him  Prifoncr 
and  put  him  to  Death.  Some  lay  there  were  engraved 
in  this  Carr,  on  a  Plate,  the  Charafters  of  a  Rat  and 
a  Horfc,  and  underneath  was  placed  a  Needle  to 
determine  the  four  Parts  of  the  World,  This  would 
amount  to  the  Ufe  of  the  Compafs,  or  fomething  ve- 
ry near  it,  being  of  great  Antiquity,  and  well  attefted. 
*Tis  pity  this  Contrivance  is  not  explained,  but  the  In- 
terpreters knowing  only  the  bare  Faft  dare  not  venture 
on  Conjefturcs. 

After  having  regulated  the  moft  important  Afiairs 
of  the  Empire,  Hoang  ti  employed  himielf  wholly  in 
making  his  Subje6b  happy,  by  procuring  them  all 
the  Conveniences  he  could  imagine  ;  he  levelPd  the 
Mountains,  and  made  Highways  for  the  Convenience 
of  Trade  j  he  enlarged  the  Bounds  of  his  Empire, 
which  he  extended  towards  the  Eaft  to  the  Ocean,  on 
the  North  to  ancient  ^artaryy  and  on  the  South  to 
the  River  Kiang^  which  fe^ved  as  a  Barker  to  his  Do- 
minions. He  created  fix  Minifters  to  aflift  him  in  the 
Government  of  the  Empire,  and  made  Tfang  kiai  Man- 
darin to  write  Hiftory :  He  intrufted  Ta  nao  with  the 
Care  of  making  the  Kia  tfe^  or  Cycle  of  fixty  Years. 
This  Cycle  is  cbmpofed  on  one  fide  of  ten  Charac* 
ters,  called  Tion  kan,  and  on  the  other  fide  of  twelve, 
which  are  call'd  "Ti  tcbii  Thefe  Characters  do  not 
exprefs  any  thing,  but  are  inftead  of  Figures  or 
Marks ;  the  fir  ft  ten  are  called  the  ten  Stems,  and  the 
others  the  twelve  Branches :  Thefe  Marks  are  taken 
two  by  two  to  denote  the  Year,  and  are  fo  combined 
that  the  fame  do  not  conje  together  in  fixty  Years. 

Tofig  tcheng  was  ordered  to  make  a  Sphere  and  a 
Calendar :  *Twas  he  who  difcovercd  the  Polar  Star, 
and  the  others  which  furround  it ;  the  Form  of  this 
Sphere  is  not  known,  which  reprefented  the  Celeftial 
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Orbs  ;  at  length,  by  means  of  many  Experiments,  he 
could  foretel  the  Changes  of  the  Weather,  and  of  the 
Air.  The  Lot  of  Li  cbeou  was  to  regulate  Figures 
and  Mcalures ;  the  Method  of  computing,  which  he 
invented,  is  ilill  in  ufe :  *Tis  a  litde  Box  divided  in 
two  in  the  middle,  and  crofs'd  by  fmall  Wires,  on 
which  feveral  Balls  are  flrung ;  there  are  but  two  on 
each  Wire  of,  the  upper  Row,  each  of  which  Hands 
for  five ;  the  lower  Row,  which  is  much  larger,  has 
five  Balls  on  every  Wire,  and  every  Ball  is  reckoned 
as  one.  When  they  reckon  fi-om  right  to  left,  the 
Numbers  encfeafc  as  in  our  Figures  :  This  Method 
of  computing  is  more  ready  and  more  fure  than  our 
Calculation  with  the  Pen. 

For  Meafures  he  took  a  Grain  of  Millet  for  the 
Length  of  a  Line,  ten  Lines  for  an  Inch,  ten  Inches 
for  a  Foot,  ^c.  The  different  way  thefe  Grains  which 
are  oval  may  be  placed  has  made  the  Difference  of 
Meafures  in  their  feveral  Dynafties. 

Under  the  prefent  Dynafty  there  are  three  forts  of 
Meafures,  i/,  the  Palace  Foot,  which  is  to  the  Paris 
Foot  as  974  to  100.  2^,  The  Foot  of  the  Tribunal 
of  Publicfe  Works,  call'd  Kong  pou^  which  is  made 
ufe  of  by  Workmen;  it  is  a  Line  Ihorter  than  the 
Palace  Foot.  3^,  The  Taylors  Foot,  which  is  ufed 
by  thofe  who  fell  Silks,  6fr.  it  is  feven  Lines  longer 
than  the  Kong  pou. 

Ling  lun  was  appointed  to  improve  Mufick,  and 
to  explain  the  Order  of  the  different  Tones.  * 

Tongyuen  was  ordered  to  make  twelve  Bells  of  >Cop- 
per,  which  reprefented  the  twelve  Months  of  the  Year. 

Hoang  ti  afterwards  invented  the  Cap,  Mien^  for  a 
Diadem :  This  Cap  bent  downwards  a  little  before, 
and  rofe  behind  ;  it  was  feven  Inches  wide,  arid  one 
Foot  two  Inches  long  :  He  made  himfelf  likewife^ 
Habits  and  Ornaments  fuitable  to  his  Dignity  5  his 
Robe  was  blue  and  yellow,  to  imitate  the  Colours  of 
Heaven  and  Earth. 

T  2  After 
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After  having  attentively  confidered  the  Pheafant's 
Feathers,and  the  various  Colours  of  Birds  and  Flowers, 
he  found  out  the  Art  of  Dying,  and  commanded  the 
Habits  of  the  Rich  and  Poor  to  be  of  different  Co- 
lours.  He  caufed  feveral  Inftruments  to  be  made  of 
great  ufe  to  the  Publick,  Machines  for  bruifing  Rice, 
Kitchen-Furnaces,  Kettles,  &ftf.  and  the  People  began 
to  eat  Rice  drefs*d  different  ways.  He  built  Bridges 
over  Rivers,  made  CofHns  for  the  Dead;  he  gave 
Inftruftions  to  make  Bows  and  Arrows,  and  Wind- 
Inftruments,  as  Flutes,  Fifes,  Organs,  Trumpets 
which  imitated  the  roaring  of  a  Dragon,  and  Drums 
which  made  a  noife  like  Thunder. 

Seeing  hollow  pieces  of  Wood  flote,  he  made  Barks, 
and  invented  Oars  \  he  invented  alio  Wheel-Carriages, 
and  train'd  Oxen  and  Horfes  to  draw  them.  The 
People  then  dwelt  in  wretched  Huts ;  Hoang  ti  gave 
the  Model  of  regular  Buildings,  and  built  himfelf  a 
Palace  call'd  Ho  h$ng^  where  he  facrificed  to  the.  So- 
vcreiga  Lord  of  Heaven.  To  facilitate  Commerce,  he 
coined  Money,  which  he  calPd  JGn  tao^  becaufc  it  had 
the  Shape  of  the  Blade  of  a  Knife,  and  he  made  fuch 
good  Regulations  in  the  Expences  of  the  Empire,  that 
his  Riches  were  immenfely  increafed.  Men  fiiffer'd 
feom  without  by  the  Rigour  of  the  Seafons,  and  with- 
in by  the  Paflions  which  difturbed  the  Mind ;  they 
died  before  their  Time;  Hoang  ti  carefully  confider'd 
the  five  Elements,the  Sealbns,and  the  Nature  of  Man, 
and  order'd  three  Doctors,  nam'd  Kype^  Teufou^  and 
Ley  kongj  to  examine  the  Blood- Veffels  ;  after  which 
he  directed  the  proper  Remedies  of  every  Diftemper, 
and  Men  lived  out  their  Time  according  to  the  due 
Gourfe  of  Nature. 

He  order'd  the  Emprefs  to  inftruft  the*  People  in 
the  manner  of  breeding  Silk-Worms,  to  wind  off  their 
Webbs,  and  to  make  themfelves  Cloaths.  This  Prince 
had  not  a  Moment's  reft,  and  tho*  he  had  taught  his 
Subje£bs  to  build  Houfes  and  Cities,  and  had  built 
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himfelf  a  Palace,  he  had  no  certain  Refidence,  but 
encamped  with  his  Soldiers. 

•  He  rti«afured  the  Country,  and  divided  it  into 
Tcbeou'i  he  made  leveral  Principalities  of  loo.Lys 
each,  where  he  built  Towns  ;  he  ordered  that  240  Paces 
in  length,  and  one  in  breadth,  fhould  make  a  Mou  ; 
that  100  Mou  fhould  make  a  King ;  lb  that  the  Pace 
being  five  Foot,  a  Mou  of  Land  contained  6000  fquare 
Foot,  and  600,000  a  IGng.  He  alfo  ordainM  that 
nine  King  Ihould  be  call^  3[y?»g,  and  that  it  fhould 
be  the  Portion  of  eight  Families,  which  fhould  have 
each  a  Kingy  or  100  MoUj  and  the  remaining  in  the 
middle  fhould  belong  to  the  Emperor,  and  be  culti- 
vated at  the  common  Expence  of  thefe  eight  Fami- 
lies. He  ordered  four  Paths  to  be  made  to  each  T/ing^ 
and  that  three  Tying  fhould  be  called  Ho  kiy  three  Ho 
hi  2i  Street,  five  Streets  a  Town,  ten  Towns  a  Touy 
ttn  Tou  a  Che^  and  ten  Cbe  a  Tcbeou. 

Hoang  ti  died  upon  the  Declivity  of  the  Mountain 
King  cbanj  and  was  buried  in  the  Province  of  Cban 
tpHg.  The  CUnefi  Authors  give  this  Prince  the  higheft 
Encomiums  ;  the  Virtue  and  Talents  of  this  Prince, 
they  fay,  equalled  Heaven  and  Earth ;  his  Gbvern- 
ment  was  admirable,  his  Laws  folid,  his  Cbndudl 
mofl  fleady  :  He  pour'd  out  his  Favours  upon  all  the 
World,  and  his  Liberality  has  reached  down  to  us,  - 
fo  that  we  might  fay  he  ftill  lives.  He  had  twenty 
five  Children,  and  one  of  them,  named  Cbao  Hao^ 
fucceeded '  him  in  the  Empire. 

Chao  hao,  the  Fourth  Emperor. 

THIS  Prince  gain'd  the  Affeftions  of  his  People 
by  his  good  Nature,  and  fweetnefs  of  Temper.  It  was 
ipread  abroad  that  the  Fong  hoang  had  been  feen  at  his 
coming  to  the  Crown,  which  was  look'd  upon  as  a 
Prefage  of  a  happy  Reign,  becaufe  (the  Chinefe  fay) 
this  wonderful  Bird  never  appears  but  in  the  Reign 
of  good  Kings  :  The  Fong  hoang  is  a  very  fcarceBird, 
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or  rather  a  Fiftion,  much  as  our  Pbcenix ;  according 
to  the  Chinefe  Defcription,  he  refembles  an  Eagle,  but 
cxcells  him  in  the  great  Variety  of  his  Colours.  The 
pretended  Appearance  of  this  Bird  gave  the  new  Em- 
peror the  Hint  of  diftinguiihing  his  Officers,  by  the 
Shape  of  various  Birds  on  their  Garments  :  The  Or- 
der was  given,  and  is  obferv*d  to  this  Day  :  The 
Mandarins  of  Letters  have  Birds  on  their  Habit  em- 
broidered in  Gold,  to  diftinguifh  their  Rank ;  the  Man- 
darins of  the  Army  have  Animals,  as  the  Dragon,  the 
Lion,  the  Tiger,  fcfr.  By  thefe  Marks  of  Honour 
the  I^eoplc  know  the  Rank  thefe  Officers  have  in  the 
nine  Degrees  of  the  State. 

Among  thefe  new  Mandarins,  thofe  call'd  the  five 
Hieou  were  to  aflemble  the  People  j  others  were  to 
govern  the  five  different  forts  of  Artifans ;  others  were 
to  prefide  over  Tillage,  and  obferve  the  Behaviour  of 
the  People.  This  Prince  governed  with  great  Equity ; 
their  own  Authors  fay  he  exaftly  imitated  Fo  hi  ;  he 
reformed  the  Meafures  of  Grain,  he  made  a  Drum  to 
beat  the  Watches,  he  cleared  the  Channels  of  Rivers, 
and  levelled  the  Ways  on  the  Mountains,  and  laftly 
he  invented  a  new  fort  of  Mufick,  for  which  he  was 
called  Tayuen.  The  Emperor  died  very  old,  and 
left  five  Sons ;  four  of  them  had  each  a  particular  Me- 
rit, but  as  he  obferved  greater  Talents  in  his  Nephew 
Tcbuen  hio^  who  was  the  Grandfon  of  Hoang  tiy  he 
gave  him  the  Preference  before  his  Children,  and  qhofe 
him  to  fucceed  in  the  Empire. 

Tchuen  Ijio,  the  Fifth  Emperor. 

H  E  was  no  fooner  on  the  Throne,  but,  far  from 
miftrufting  thofe  whofe  Place  he  filled,  he  gave 
them  the  moll  conSderable  Employments,  and  fuch 
as  were  moft  fuitable  to  their  Difpofitions.  As  thefe 
Princes  underftood  perfeftly  the  Nature  of  Metals, 
Waters,  and  Woods,  fcfr.  he  gave  to  one  the  Infpec- 
tion  of  the  Mines,  another  he  made  to  prefide  over 
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the  "Waters  and  Forefts,  and  having  tried  their  Fide- 
lity, he  rais'd  them  afterwards  to  more  honourable 
Employments.  Towards  the  end  of  Cbao  Hao's  Reign 
the  People  began  to  thruft  themfelves  into  the  facred 
Offices,  every  Family  would  have  a  domeftick  Prieft ) 
Tcbuen  Hto  reformed  this  Abufe,  and  join'd  the  Prieft- 
hood  to  the  Crown,  and  made  a  Law  that  none  but 
the  Emperor  Ihould  offer  folemn  Sacrifices  to  the 
Lord  of  Heaven.  This  hath  been  obferved  ever  fince, 
for  the  Emperor  alone  is  Pontiff,  and  has  a  Right  to 
offer  Sacrifices  in  the  Temple  of  Heaven  :  If  it  hap- 
pens tliat,  thro*  Age  or  Sicknefs,  he  cannot  go  to  the 
Temple  to  perform  the  Funftion,  he  deputes  fome 
Prince  or  great  OfHcer  to  fupply  his  Place,  and  to 
difcharge  this  Duty  of  Religion.  As  this  Emperor 
was  an  expert  Aftronomer,  he  altered  the  Manner  of 
obferving  and  calculating  the  Celeftial  Motions,  and 
becaufc  thefe  Motions  appeared  at  a  great  Diftance; 
he  invented  a  Machine  v/hich  gave  a  plainer  Idea, 
and  was'  of  ufe  in  Equations,  Afcenfions,  6?r.  The 
Interpreters  fay  nothing  of  the  Conftruftion,  Shape,  or 
Proportion  of  this  Inftrument :  They  fpcak  only  of  a 
Conjunction  of  die  five  Planets  in  the  Conftellation 
Cbcy  which  happened  in  the  Reign  of  tcbuen  Hio ; 
but,  as  a  judicious  Cbinefe  Aftronomer  obferves,  this  is 
not  a  real  Conjun<5tion. 

The  Conjunctions  of  the  Planets  have  always  been 
cfteem'd  good  Prefages  for  the  reigning  Prince  ;  there, 
are  more  of  thefe  felfe  Conjunctions  in  the  following 
Part  of  this  Hiftory ,  efpecially  at  the  Change  of  the 
Dynafties ;  and,  witliout  going  far  for  Examples,  we 
find  one  in  the  fecond  Year  of  the  Reign  of  the  pre- 
fent  Emperor  :  The  Conjunction  of  four  Planets  was 
a  fufficient  Reafon  to  make  one  of  five  in  his  favour.. 

The  Emperor  feem'd  pleafed  with  it,  and  received 
the  Compliments  of  the  Court  on  this  Occafion  ;  every 
Body  gained  by  it,  efpecially  the  Mathematicians,  who 
did  not  err  through  Ignorance. 

T  4  This 
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This  falfe  Conjunftion  which  was  carefully  chroni* 
tied,  may  b^  the  Occafion  of  great  Difputes  and  falft 
Syftems  in  future  Times  ;  If  two  or  three  thoufand 
Years  hence  an  European  (hould  calculate  this  Con- 
junftion,  he  would  not  find  Saturn  in  it.  Should  this 
make  us  doubt  other  Fafts  of  Tong  Ubing^s  Hiftory, 
it  would  be  no  difficulty  to  the  Chinefe^  who  pcrfedly 
underftand  this  common  piece  of  Flattery,  and 
know  what  to  abate  of  thefe  Compliments  to  the  Em- 
peror on  iuch  Occafions. 

Tcbften  bio  regulated  the  Calender,  and  defir*d  to  be- 
gm  the  Year  the  firft  Day  of  the  Month,  in  which  the 
•  Sun  fliould  be  neareft  the  fifteenth  Degree  of  /tquari- 
fiSj  for  which  he  is  called  the  Author  and  Father  of 
the  Ephemeris  ;  he  chofe  the  Time  that  the  Sun  paf- 
fes  thro*  the  Middle  of  this  Sign,  becaufe  in  this  Sea- 
fon  the  Earth  is  adorned  with  plants.  Trees  renew 
their  Verdure,  and  all  Nature  feems  to  be  reanimated. 

This  Prince  died  very  old,  and  was  buried  at  Poif 
yang:  His  SuccefTor  was  Ttco  or  Kao  Jin^  Grandchild 
ofChao  bao,  The  Defcendants  of  Tchuen  hioy  who 
were  numerous,  had  in  courfe  of  time  feveral  little 
States,  of  which  they  were  tributary  Princes,  It  is 
always  the  Emperor  who  grants  thefe  Government^ 
to  Princes,  either  as  being  Relations,  or  Ferlbns  of 
great  Merit ;  they  hold  of  the  Empire  much  like  the 
Pukes  and  Counts  of  Germany^  and,  in  cafe  of  a  War^ 
they  are  obliged  to  furnifh  a  certain  Number  of 
Troops  to  defend  the  Emperor. 

Ti  CO,  or  Cao  fin,  the  Sixth  Emperor. 

THE  Cfo»^  Writers  highly  extol  this  Prince, 
they  fay  he  was  very  knowing,  he  faw  thro*  every 
thing,  he  examined  every  thing  himfelf,  and  entered 
into  the  moft  minute  Circumftances  :  He  was  popu- 
lar, without  lofmg  his  Majefty ;  he  lov*d  his  Subjedbi 
tenderly,  he  diftributed  his  Favours  to  all  Men,  he 
parefully  ainen^od  what  was  wrong  in  himfelf,  he  was 
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religious  in  the  Worfhip  of  the  Sovereign  X^ord  of 
Heaven,  whona  he  fcrved  rcfpedlfully ;  his  Majd3:ic 
Air  commanded  Veneration,  his  Virtue  was  eminent^ 
he  always  aded  right,  and  kept  the  juf):  Me^  in  eve- 
ry thmg ;  in  fliort,  diere  was  no  Nation  enlightened 
by  the  Sun,  or  water'd  by  the  Rain,  that  did  not  o- 
bey  his  C(Mnmands  with  Pleafure ;  he  appointed  Ma^ 
fters  to  teach  the  People  Virtue,  and  invented  Vocal 
Mufick.  Kkn  he  was  die  fiirft  who  by  his  Orders  made 
Songs,  he  appointed  others  to  make  diScrent  forts  of 
Flutes,  a  Drum,  a  Bell,  a  King  (which  is  a  t;hin  flat 
Plate  diey  ffaike  with  a  Mallet)  \  he  made  that  Piece 
of  Muiicky  which  fignifies  the  Beauty  of  Heaven,  cf 
die  Earth,  and  of  the  four  &afons.  He  gave  the  fiitft 
Example  of  Polygamy,  by  marrying  tpur  Wives ; 
he  had  by  the  Fim  a  Son  named  ^*»  whoie  Defceni- 
dants  made  the  Dynafly  of  ^cheou ;  by  die  fecond^ 
a  Son  named  Su^  whole  De&endants  made  the  Dy^ 
n^fty  of  Cbatig  \  the  third  bore  him  Too  ;  and  the  Son 
by  the  fourth  was  called  *Tchi ;  the  great  hopes  the 
Emperor  had  of  this  Princ^  induced  hitn  to  make 
him  his  Succeflbr. 

Tchi,  the  Seventh  EmperoK 

THIS  Prince  did  not  long  maintain  the  Opinion  of 
his  Merit ;  he  made  ufe  of  his  Power  only  to  givt 
himfelf  up  to  Brutal  Pleafores  ;  The  tributary  Princes^ 
who  were  accuftomed  to  obey  wife  Emperors,  could 
not  forbear  his  Extravagancies ;  they  made  him  fe4 
veral  Remonftrances  on  his  Conduft,  but  without  Suc->> 
cefs  ^  they  therefore  made  him  quit  the  Throne,  ba-? 
nifhed  him,  and  gave  the  Empire  to  his  Brother  T(9o. 
The  Cycle  of  fixty  Years  cannot  be  ufed  brfore  the 
Reign  of  X'^ ;  for  akho*  it  was  invented  by  the  h^ 
mous  Hoang  ti^  the  Duration  of  thefe  firft  Reigns  v% 
very  uncertain  :  On  the  contrary,  from  the  Emperor 
Too  to  Chrift,  the  Chronology  is  perfectly  well  kept, 
4nd  the  Qbinefeyfntj^r%  have  very  particularly  diftm- 
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guiihed  the  Events  of  each  Year,  even  to  the  Divi- 
fions  in. the  Empire,  and  the  Duration  of  each  Inter- 
regnum ;  this  induced  me  to  begin  the  Cycle  with  the 
Emperor  Tao. 

Yao,  the  Eighth  Emperor ^  reigned  alone  72  Tearsy 
and  with  Chun  28  Tears y  whom  he  made  his  Com- 
f  anion  in  the  Empre. 

cydc  I.  •TW  AS  in  the  fortjr-firft  Year  of  the  preceding 
Cycle  that  this  Prince  mounted  the  Throne :  He  is 
tfteem'd  the  firft  Lcgiflator  of  the  Nation,  and  the 
Pattern  of  Sovereigns ;  after  him  and  his  Succeflbr 
all  Emperors,  who  are  jealous  of  their  Reputation,  en- 
deavour to  form  themfelves,  and  it  is  at  prefent  the 
higheft  Praife  you  can  give  an  Emperor  of  Cbina^ 
to  fay  he  is  like  Tao  and  Chun^  &c.  Hiftory  lays, 
that  Virtue  was  natural  to  him  -,  he  was  aftive,  labo- 
rious, vigilant,  of  fuch  Penetration  and  Judgment, 
that  he  forefaw  every  thing ;  his  Moderation  and 
Equity  maintained*  the  Vigour  of  the  Laws,  and  at 
the  feme  time  made  them  belov'd ;  he  never  em- 
ployed his  Authority  but  for  the  Good  of  his  Sub- 
je6b ;  his  Modefly  was  equal  to  his  Greatnefi,  ajid 
fhonc  even  in  the  Homage  which  was  paid  to  his 
Rank ;  fo  frugal  at  Meals,  that  he  was  fatisfyd 
•  with  the  coarfeft  Food ;    no  Magnificence  in  Furni- 

ture -,  his  Palace  was  bare  of  all  Ornament ;  his  Ha- 
bit only  Woollen  Stuff  in  Summer,  or  of  Deer-Skins 
in  Winter  -,  if  any  publick  Calamity  happen'd,  or 
any  Subjeft  committed  a  Crime,  he  attributed  it  to 
his  Mifconduft,  or  the  Anger  of  Heaven  for  his  ne- 
glefting  to  teach  the  People  their  Duty ;  he  never 
made  a  Progrefs  thro*  his  Empire,  before  he  had  fa- 
crificed  to  the  Supreme  Being,  and  his  Subjects  wait- 
ed with  as  much  Impatience  to  fee  him,  as  parch'd 
Fields  expeft  the  Rain. 

It 
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It  is  the  Cuftom  of  the  Chinefe  Philolbphers  to 
form  their  Maxims  of  Morality  by  their  Conformity 
to  the  Aftions  of  this  Emperor,  and  his  two  Succef. 
fors  ;  this  Conformity,  once  proved,  gives,  their  Max- 
ims an  indifputable  Authority.  Taoj  who  delighted 
in  Aftronomy,  appointed  two  skilful  Mathematicians, 
Hi  and  Hoj  carefully  to  obferve  the  Courfe  of  the 
Heavenly  Bodies,  and  to  make  Inftruments  for  thi« 
Purpofe :  By  their  Afliftance  he  regulated  the  twelve 
Lunar  Months,  and  re-eftabliflied  the  Intercalary 
Months,  which  returned  feven  times  in  nineteen  Years* 
The  Emprefs  was  employed  in  breeding  Silk-Worms^,* 
and  teaching  the  Women  Improvements  in  the  Silk- 
Manufa(5hjre,  which  till  then  was  very  imperfeft. 
This  Prince  new  regulated  the  Adminifti'ation,  by 
eftablifhing  fix  fuperior  Courts,-  which  remain  to  this 
Day  :  The  Reputation  of  his  Virtue  and  wife  Go- 
vernment drew  feveral  neighbouring  Nations  into 
his  Dominions,  and  his  Subjcfts  increas'd  to  that  Dc-. 
gree,  that  the  Country  could  not  fupport  them,, 
chiefly  becaufe  all  the  Low-Lands  were  overflowed, 
either  by  the  Remains  of  the  Univerfal  Deluge,  as- 
fome  believe,  or  by  the  Stoppage  of  the  Channels  of. 
the  Rivers. 

The  Emperor  undertook  to  recover  thefe  Lands, 
and  appointed  an  Officer,  named  Kouen^  to  make 
Drains  to  carry  oflf  the  Water ;  this  Officer,  being 
either  negligent  or  ignorant,  imploy'd  nine  Years .  in 
this  Work  without  Succefs,  for  which  he  was  pu- 
nifliM  with  Death  :  But  his  Son  Tu  made  amends  for 
the  Father's  Misbehaviour,  for  in  thirteen  Years, 
with  unweary*d  Labour,  he  levell'd  Mountains,  con- 
fined Rivers  within  their  Channels,  drained  the  Lakes 
and  Marflies,  enclbfed  feveral  rapid  Torrents  with 
Banks,  and  divided  the  Rivers  into  feveral  Canals : 
By  thefe  means  he  gained  a  great  Extent  of  Country, 
and  rendered  the  whole  much  more  fertile,  and  you 
will  find  in  the  Sequel  that  liich  a  coHfiderable  Service 

was 
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was  not  unrewarded.  In  the  mean  time  Yao  was  con- 
fidering  of  a  Succeffor,  in  which  he  confulted  only 
the  Welfare  of  his  People :  Difcovering  his  Defign 
one  Day  to  his  Courtiers,  one  of  them  told  him. 
That  his  eldeft  Son  was  worthy  of  the  Throne,  as  he 
was  deferving  fudi  a  Father ;  and  that  the  People 
would  not  fail  paying  a  due  Regard  to  the  hereditary 
Virtues  of  his  Blood. .  Too  reply*d,  /  ahhor  tbofe  ay 
much  who  praife  th€  fFickedy  as  tbofe  who  ealumniatttb^ 
Jufi :  I  know  my  Son ;  under  an  Appearance  of  VUr" 
tue  be  conceals  real  Vices. 

Some  time  after  Too  fent  for  one  of  his  Miniftcrs, 
in  whom  he  confided  for  his  Wifdom  and  Probity, 
and  would  have  refigned  the  Crown  in  his  Favour  ; 
but  this  wife  Minifter  excufed  himfelf  from  receiving 
die  Honour,  and  at  the  lame  time  propc^ed  to  the 
Emperor  a  Husbandman,  named  Cbunj  whofe  Vir- 
tue, Probity,  and  Patience  in  the  fevereft  Trials,  be- 
fides  many  other  excellent  Qualities,  had  rendered 
him  worthy  of  the  Crown. 

Tao  fent  for  him,  ajid  made  jiim  Governor  of  a 
Province,  where  Ci&«»  gained  fuch  a  great  Reputation, 
diat  at  the  End  of  three  Years  he  was  made  aflb- 
ciate  in  the  Empire,  and  marry'd  the  Emperor*s  two 
Daughters. 

The  Emperor  lived  twenty-eight  Years  afterwards, 
in  perfc6t  Union  with  the  new  Colleague  he  had  cho- 
fen  ;  till  at  length,  perceiving  himfelf  near  his  End, 
he  exhorted  Cbun  to  govern  like  a  Father,  and  to  re- 
member he  was  made  for  the  People,  and  not  the 
People  for  him  ;  and  that  an  Emperor  was  railed  a-*^ 
bove  the  reft  of  Mankind,  only  to  do  them  good,  and 
to  prevent  their  Wants  :  Finilhing  thefe  Words,  he 
drew  his  laft  Breath,  and  died  n  8  Years  old,  leaving 
nine  Children  :  All  his  People,  who  had  experienced 
in  this  Prince  the  Love  and  Tendernefs  of  a  Father 
ahd  a  Mother,  mpurn*d  for  him  three  Years, 

Chun, 
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Chun,  tba  Ninth  Emperor ^  reigned  alone  go  Tears. 

TA  O  died  in  die  twentieth  Year  of  this  Cycle,  Cydc  z. 
and  Chun  began  to  reign  alone  the  Year  following ;  A.C.2277 
he  is  efteemed,  as  Tao^  one  of  the  Legiflators  of  the. 
Nation.  Prefcntly  after  the  Death  of  the  Eqiperor, 
Chun  fliut  himfelf  up  in  the  Sepulchre  of  Too  for 
three  Years,  from  whence  arofe  the  Cuftom  of  mourn- 
ing three  Years  for  a  Parent. 

The  Advancement  of  Chun  is  attributed  to  his.  Obe- 
dience and  Submiflion  to  his  Parents ;  for  the*  they  air 
ways  us*d  him  feverely,  and  fometimes  to  the  endan- 
gering his  Life,  yet  it  never  alter'd  his  dutiful  Beha- 
viour, fo  that  by  degrees  his  Refpedt  and  Patience  got 
ihe  better  of  their  ill  Treatment. 

From  whence  their  Philofophers  draw  thefe  two 
^eat  Principles  of  Morality ;  Firft,  That  however 
wicked  Parents  may  be.  Children  are  not  the  left 
bound  to  pay  them  Refpeft  and  Obedience,  Second- 
ly, That  there  is  no  Man  fo  wicked,  but  may  be  re-, 
claimed  by  repeated  Obligations, 

Chun  J  having  paid  his  Duty  to  the  Memory  of  2ao^ 
took  Poflcflion  of  the  Imperial  Palace,  and  received 
the  Homage  of  the  tributary  Kings,  and  found  in  his 
Palace  a  vaft  Quantity  of  Gold  and  Jewels :  He 
made  a  Sphere  reprefenting  the  Seven  Planets,  each 
Planet  reprefented  by  different  Jewels :  He  made  al- 
fo  fome  new  Laws,  and  appointed  inferior  Officers 
in  each  of  the  fix  Courts  elkblifh'd  by  his  Predecef- 
for.  He  hqnoiu^d  Men  of  Learning  with  his  Fa« 
vour  and  Proteftion^  vifited  his  Provinces  once  a 
Year,  and  rewarded  or  punifh'd  the  tributary  King* 
with  fo  much  Juftice,  that  he  gained  the  Efteem  of 
all  his  People.  / 

The  Improvement  of  Agriculture  was  one  of  his 
principal  Clonccrns;  for  which  end  he  forbad  all 
Governors,  und^  fevere  Penalties,  to  difcourage  the 

Husbandman  by  heavy  Exadions. 

He 
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He  was  particularly  cautious  not  to  give  any  Gro- 
vernments  to  any,  but  to  thofe  of  known  Merit  and 
Capacity.  And  laftly,  he  made  many  other  Ordi- 
nances, the  Wifdom  and  Equity  of  which  have  made 
him  regarded  as  one  of  the  greateft  Heroes  of  this 
Country  :  One  of  thefc  Ordinances  may  feem  ex- 
traordinary, which  permits  any  Pcrfon  to  write 
on  a  Table,  exposM  to  publick  View,  whatever  he 
thinks  blameable  in  the  Emperor's  Condudl. 

In  the  fifty-fourth  Year  of  this  Cycle  he  made  Tu  his 
Succeflbr,  preferring  him  before  his  Children  for  the 
Good  of  his  Subjefts ;  he  was  led  to  this  Choice  by 
the  Capacity  and  Merit  of  this  Great  Man,  and  in 
Ibme  meafure  out  of  Gratitude  for  the  Advantages  he 
had  procured  to  the  Empire  in  draining  the  Lands. 
He  lived  feventeen  Years  after  he  had  placed  Tu  on 
the  Throne,  in  fuch  a  ftrift  Union  with  this  Prince, 
that  the  Royal  Authority  never  feem'd  to  be  divided. 

The  tenth  Year  of  this  Cycle  the  Emperor  Chun 
died,  aged  no  Years,  and  was  buried  in  the  Province 
of  Chen  ft. 

T^he  Firji  Dynajly^   nanld  Hia,    which  contains 
Seventeen  Emperors  in  the  Space  0/4,^^  Tears. 

Yu>  the  Ftrfi  Emperor^  reigned  alone  Ten  Tears. 

Cyde  3.  np  H  E  Second  Year  of  this  Cycle,  which  is  the 
•*•  Year  2217  before  Qhx\%  Tuy  or  Tayu^  which 
fignifies,  Tu  the  Greats  governed  the  Empire  alone, 
and  kept  his  Court  in  the  Province  of  Chan  ft.  A 
Son  of  the  Emperor  Chun^  grieved  to  fee  a  Stranger 
on  the  Throne, -endeavoured  to  raifc  a  Rebellion,  but 
being  forlaken  by  the  Nobles  and  the  common  Peo- 
ple, his  Attempts  only  help*d  to  eftablifh  Tu^  whofe 
Virtue  and  great  Genius  had  entirely  won  the  Hearts 
^  .  of 
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of  his  Subjeds.  The  Knowledge  he  had  acquir*d  of 
the  Nature  of  Lands,  enabled  him  to  write  an  excel- 
lent Treatife  of  Agriculture,  in  which  he  taught  how 
to  cultivate,  to  fow,  and  manure  Lands.  He  af- 
terwards caufed  the  Slopes  and  higher  Grounds  to  be 
level'd,  that  the  Water  might  flow  to  thofe  Places 
which  moft  wanted  it.  He  divided  his  whole  Domi- 
nions into  nme  Provinces,  and  caufed  as  many  great 
brazen  Veflcls  to  be  made,  on  each  of  which  a  Map 
of  a  Province  was  engraved :  In  fucceeding  Times 
thefe  Vcflels  became  very  precious,  for  *twas  believed 
that  the  Safety  of  the  State  depended  on  their  Prefcr- 
vation,  and  whoever  could  get  Pofleflion  of  them 
thought  himfelf  fure  of  the  Crown.  The  Empire 
became  Hereditary  under  this  Prince, .  as  well  as  the 
Pricllhood,  which  was  before  united  to  the  Crown, 
and  has  remained  to  this  time  inviolably  attach'd  to 
it,  it  being  Death  for  any  other  Perfon  to  offer  Sacri- 
fices. 

It  was  the  way  to  gain  the  Emperor's  Favour,  to 
admonifh  him  of  his  Conduft  ;  and  he  thought  no 
Employment  fo  becoming  a  Monarch,  as  that  of  do- 
ing Jiilice  to  his  People :  For  this  end  he  gave 
Accefs  at  all  Hours,  and  at  the  Gates  of  his  Palace 
were  fix'd  a  Bell,  a  Drum,  and  three  Tables,  one  of 
Iron,  another  of  Stone,  die  third  of  Lead,  and  he 
ordered  all  Perfons  to  found  one  of  thefe  Infbniments 
when  they  wanted  Admittance  5  the  Bell  was  to  di- 
ftinguifh  Civil  Affairs,  the  Drum  was  to  be  beat  for 
Bufinefs  relatbg  to  the  Laws  or  Reli^on,  the  Table 
of  Lead  for  Matters  of  the  Adminif&ation,  the  Ta- 
ble of  Stone  to  denote  a  Complaint  of  Wrong  done 
by  fome  Magiflratc,  and  lafUy  the  Table  of  Iron, 
to  complain  of  fome  hard  Ufage.  The  Emperor  re- 
ceived every  body  gracioufly  that  came  to  give  him 
with  any  Information',  or  to  implore  his  Juflice  ;  it  is  . 
related,  that  he  ^ofe  from  Table  twice  in  one  Day  at 
the  Sound  of  the  Bell  i  and  anodxcr  Day,  that  he 
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came  three  times  out  of  the  Bath  to  hear  fome  Com- 
plaints. 

He  ufed  to  fay.  That  a  Prince  ought  to  be  as  cau- 
tious of  his  Conidu£t,  as  if  he  walk'd  upon  Ice ;  that 
nothing  was  more  difficult  than  to  goirern ;  that  Dan- 
gers fiuTOund  a  Monarch ;  that  he  has  every  thing  to 
leaTi  if  he  gives  himfelf  up  to  his  Pleafure ;  that  he 
Ihould  avoid  Idlehefs,  choofe  good  Minilters,  and 
follow  their  Couhfels ;  and  when  once  he  had  made  a 
Refolution,  he  fhould  execute  it  without  Delay. 

In  this  Reign  Ttie  invented  Cbinefe  Wine :  This 
Drink  is  made  of  Rice,  and  as  ibon  as  the  Emperor 
caited  it,  he  exprefs'd  his  Concern  thus,  ^s  Liquor^ 
fiiys  he,  will  cauje  the  greateft  troubles  in  the  Empire  \ 
and  forthwith  banifhing  the  Inventor,  forbid  the  ma- 
king any  Under  fevete  Penalties:  This  Precaution 
prov'd  of  no  EflEcfti  for  the  Art  of  making  it  was 
preferv'd,  and  it  is  at  prefent  efteem'd  one  of  their 
greateft  Delicacies. 

Ti  ki,  the  Second  Emperor^  reined  9  Tears. 

TI  Kly  the  Son  of  Tu^  fucceeded,  and  the  People 
ohferving  the  fame  great  Qimlities  in  the  Son,  which 
they  had  admired  in  the  Father,  were  more  cafily 
C(xnforted  for  their  Lofs. 

The  Beginning  of  his  Reign  was  difturb^d  by  a 
War  with  a  tributary  Prince,  who  ill  treated  his  Sub- 
jefts,  and  defign'd  to  make  himfelf  abfolute.  The 
Emperor  tterdbre  put  himfelf  at  the  Head  of  his 
Army,  and,  with  the  Affiftance  oS  fix  tributary 
Princes,  reduced  the  Rebel.  The  People  did  not 
long  enjoy  the  Benefits  of  this  Prince's  Wifdom,  for 
hie  died  in  the  29th  Year  of  this  Cycle,  and  his  Son 
Tai  kang  fucceeded. 

Tai  kang,  the  third  Emperor ^  reigned  29  Tears. 

TAI  KANG  began  his  Reign  by  making  ie- 
veral  Principalities,  which  he  divided  anK)ng  his  five 
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Brethren,  in  order  to  lefen  the  Jealoufy  they  might 
entertain  on  feeing  him  preferred  5  but  this  was  the 
only  wife  Adtibn  of  his  Reign; 

'H^  abandoned  the  Care  ctf  the  Govct-nment,  to  give 
himfelf  wholly  to  irregular  Paffions ;.  his  Palace  was  ^ 

fiill  of  loofe  Women  ;  he  fpent  whole  Days  in  the 
Woods  hunting  wild  Beafts  \  his  Horfes  and  Doga^ 
rava^d  the  Coiintiy,  and  deftroy'd  the  Harvefts :  The 
People  in  general  complained  grievoufly  of  this  Ty-^ 
ranny ;  but  Complaints  and  Remonftrances  hav- 
ing no  Eflfeft,  there  followed  a  general  Revolt. 

One  of  the  Emperor's  *Ghief  Officers  undertook  t<S 
dethrone  him :  He  was  General  of  the  Army^  which 
entirely  confided  in  him ;  with  the  Gonlent  of  the 
Nobility  he  made  the  Emperor  Prifoncr^  while  he  was 
hunting  in  the  Woods,  where  he  had  been  upwards  of 
three  Months,  fent  him  into  Banifhment,  and  fee  his 
younger  Brother  Tchong  kang  on  the  Throne :  This 
Revolution,  which  happened  in  the  47th  Year  of  this 
Cycle,  was  efFefted  without  any  Diforder. 

Tchong  Kang,  the  Fourth  Emperor^  reigned 

Thirteen  Tears. 

Tchong  kang  would  never  take  the  Title  of  Em- 
peror while  his  Brother  was  living,  fo  that  the  Yeaxi 
of  this  Reign  are  computed  from  the  Death  of  Tai 
kang.  *  ; 

He  difcover^d  as  much  Prudence  as  Mbdefty  in  this 
Conduft :  He  was  afraid  that  JT  would  on  fome  occa- 
fion  make  life  of  his  Power  to  dethrone  him,  as  h6 
had  done  his  Brother ;  neverthelefs  he  found  an  Expe- 
dient to  reward  his  Services,  and  to  fecure  himfelf. 

He  declar'd  that  the  wife  Counfel  of  fo  skilftil  a 
'Minifter  as  2"  was  abfolutely  neceffary  to  him,  and  de- 
fired  to  have  him  near  his  Perfon  5  J*  was  caught  in 
the  Snare,  and  expefted  to  make  himfelf  foon  Ma- 
iler of  the  Emperor,  and  to  govern  the  Empire  in  hia 
Name :   The  Employments  of  Privy ' Counfellor  and 
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General  were  never  given  to  *the  iamc  Peribn.  Tcixmg 
kang  ^ve  the  Command  of  the  Army  to  Tcbeeu^  aa 
Officer  of  approved  Fidelity :  Thi^  prudent  M«afurc 
helpM  greatly  to  .fix  him  on  the  Throne. 

T  finding,  by  the  Confequence,  that  he  had  no  Sham 
m  the  Favour  or  Confidence  of  Tcboj^  kang^  vow'd 
in  Revenge  lo  deftroy  the  Imperial  I^ily  ;  yet  h^ 
diiguifed  nts  Refentanent,  and  finding  he  could  n<^ 
C35ecute  his  Projeifts  while  tcbeou  was  at  the  Head  of 
the  Army^  he  tried  feveral  Ways  to  difplace  him,  but 
in  vain.  All  his  Attempts  proving  abortive,  he  con- 
tentsed  himfelf  with  gaining  the  Good- Will  of  the 
Chief  Officers,  atyi  had  the  Addre&  to  infinuate  Jum- 
felf  into  the  good  Graces  ot^  the  next  Heir  to  the 
Crown,  till  he  had  an  Of^rtumty  of  efieding  his 
Defign  :  While  thefe  things  were  in  Agitation  Tai 
kang  died,  the  5  8th  Year  of  this  Cycle,  and  then  Mekong 
kang  took  the  Title  of  Emperor. 
■r  The  fccond  Year  of  this  Cycle,  or  the  fixth  as  a» 
thers  fay,  there  was  a  remarkable  Eclipfe  of  the  Sun 
in  thp  Conftellatiqn  Tan^ :  The  two  Aftrbnomers  Hi 
and  Hoy  who  prefided  in  the  Tribunal  of  the  Mathe- 
maticks,  were  put  to  death  becaufe  they  had  not  fore- 
told thi$  Eclipfe,  but  by  excdllve  Drinking  had  ne* 
jgledcd  to  compute  and  obferve  the  Celcftial  Mo-- 
tions :  This  caufcd  fome  Defed  in  the  Calendar  ea-* 
trufted  to  their  Care,  which  was  a  capital  Crime, 
Some  believe  thefc  Mathematicians  pri^rately  fayour'd 
the  Trcalbn  that  T  was  fecretly  plotting,  ai>d  that 
they  loft  their  Lives  partly  on  this  Account,  i'chor^ 
kang  died  the  1 3th  Year  of  the  Cycle,  and  Tt  Jiang 
fuccecded  him  the  Year  following., 

Ti  fiang,  the  Fifth  Emperor ^   reigned  2  y  Tears. 

THE  Folly  of  Ti  fiang  was  the  Caufe  of  his  Ruin, 
and  was  very  near  being  the  Deftrudtion  of  his  whole 
^Family  ;  inftcad  of  following  the  Conduft  of  his  Fa- 
ther with  regard  to  T^  by  keeping  him  but  of  ail 
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confiderable  Employments,  he  betame  his  chief  (Con- 
fident, and  he  was  fo  blind  as  to-di^kce  the  fait:hfiil 
Tckou^  and  give  the  Command  of  the  Army  to  tM^ 
Tmitpr. 

T  being  reftojr'd  to  thb  important  Poft  be^an  t(j 
■  think  of-  executing  his  Defign ;    he  firft  gained  thtf 
iiOve   of  the  Soldiers,  'and   ufed  them  by  degrees 
to  pay  left  regard-  to  the  Commands  of  the  Emperor 
than  to  his  own ;    m  ftiort  he  carried  on  Co  wariy  In* 
.trigue$,  that  the  Emperor  was  obliged  to  take  Rcftige 
I  in  the  Court  of  two  Tributary  Kings  hiis  Relations* 
I    7i  while  he  was  in  Favour,  had  r^ifed  a  great  num-« 
'ber  of  Jris  Crcatoccs.to  the  \ii^ft  i^oft$  of  the  State  j 
bit  fearing  left  o^hej'  Tributary  Princes  Ihould  join  the 
I  Emperor,  he  did  not  openly  declare  his  Rebellion : 
iHehad  recourfe  to  the  corqmon  Artifices ;  he  wrot^ 
a  very  fubmiflive  Letter  to  the  Emperor^  full  of  jf^C- 
fiirances  of  his  Fidelity,  entreating  him  to  return  to 
m  Pidace :  JWe  added  that  they  were  his  greatcft  Ene- 
!mies  who  had  given  him  thofe  unjufl:  Suipiclons,  and 
^uifid  them  falfely  of  feveral  Crimes,  for  wliich  they 
js^ere  baoifh^d,  or  put  to  death,  and  their  Employ- 
jP^nti  given  to  hi^  own  Creatwes. 
!   jT,  ej^Jeding  foon  to  enjoy  the  Fruits  of  his  ViHaoy, 
tcnilh'd  by  a  Treachery  equal  to  his  own :  Among 
is  Dependants  there  was  one  Ban  ^,  a  dFffea]fcKnj 
rtftil  Fellow,  in  wTiom  he  chiefly  confided,  ^ndh^ 
;ircn  him  the  gmitcft  Poft  in  the  Army.    This^m- 
litious  Villain  thought  he  fhould  poffefs  the  Crow^i,  if 
tone  Blow  hceouIS  deftroy  both  his  Patron  aijfd  bis  So- 
vereign:  For   this  caad  he  ordered  Soldiers,  \s^am 
;  could  truft,  to  aflaffinate  T'  as  he  was  hunting,  aijjl 
ive  out  that  it  was  done  by  the  Emperor*s  CSrdcrs  r 
his  fuccceded  to.  his  Wifli,  and  his  Death  was  loofe*d 
>n  as  the  jufl:  Puni(hment  of  a  rqbellious  Sutgelft,^ 
Nothing  cemain'd  but  to  difpatch  the  Emperor,  which 
e&fted  by  t^e  following  Contrivance  : .  He  ient  for 
^  the  Son  of  JT,  and  excited  him  to  revenge  hfe  Fa* 
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ther*s  Death,  and  furnifh*d  him  with  Means,  by  pri- 
vately detaching  a  Part  of  the  Troops  he  commanded. 
Kiao  marches  towards  the  Emperor,  who  liad  only 
Time  to  raife  a  fmall  Army,  gives  him  Battle,  entire- 
ly routs  his  Forces,  kills  the  Prince  with  his  own 
Hand,  and  extirpates  his  whole  Family. 

The  Emprefs  alone  efcapcd  his  Rage  5  who  being 

pregnant  with  great  difficulty  took  Refuge  in  the 

Mountains.     Han  tfo  immediately  feized  the  Crown, 

'  and  rewarded  the  fignal  Services  of  Kiao  with  a  prin* 

cipal  City. 

• 

Han  tfo,  a  Ufurperj  reigned  Forty  Tears. 

THE  Emprefs  was  delivered  of  a  Son  among  the 
Shepherds  in  the  Mountains,  whom  fhc  called  Cbm 
hang. 

The  Birth  of  this  Prince  was  a  Secret  many  Years, 
•and  he  arrived  to  an  Age  of  Maturity  before  theUfur- 
per  knew  of  it.  The  young  Prince  being  inform'd 
that  he  was  fought  after,  retired  to  the  Court  of  a  Tri- 
butary Prmce,  and  ferv'd  in  his  Family  as  a  Domc- 
ftick,  where  he  pafs'd  for  a  Shepherd's  Son  :  Yet  his 
Mafler  obfcrv'd  fomething  Grand  and  Noble  in  his 
Air,  above  what  is  generally  feen  in  an  obfcure  Birth 
and  a  rural  Education,  upon  which  he  fent  for  him 
one  Day,  and  •cing  alone  with  him  enquired  the 
Particulars  of  his  Family. 

Cbao  kang  told  him  ingenuoufly  all  his  MisfortuneSj 
which  he  had  heard  from  his  Motlier :  The  Prince^ 
who  had  been  before  informed  of  nis  Story,  embrac*c 
Cbao  kangy  gave  him  his  Daughter  in  Marriage,  anc 
Part  of  his  Principality  for  a  Portion :  In  this  Statioi 
the  young  Prince  dilcover'd  his  fine  Talents,  anc 
prov'd  himfelf  worthy  of  the  Throne. 

His  Father-in-law  immediately  wrote  to  all  the  grca 
Men,  who  were  Friends  to  the  late  Emperor ;  an( 
being  fecure  of  the  People,  who  hated  the  Ufurpet 
he  rais'd  an  Army,  and  engaged  the  Tyrant  in  di 
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ilth  Year  of  the  Cycle :  Han  tfo  making  a  faint  Re- 
fiftance  was  defeated,  taken  Prifoner,  and  put  to  an 
infemous  Death :  At  the  fame  Time  Chao  kang  was 
reftor*d  to  the  Throne  of  his  Anceftors  with  general 
Acclamations. 

Chao  kang,  the  Sixth  Emperor^  reigned  22  Tears. 

A  S  foon  as  Chao  kang  was  feated  on  the  Throne,  he 
ordered  his  Troops  againft  the  Murderer  of  his  Fa- 
ther :  Kiao  defended  himfelf,  but  his  little  Army  be- 
ing cut  to  Pieces  he  was  taken  Prifoner  and  beheaded. 
The  Death  of  thefe  .Rebels  reftor'd  the  Tranquillity  of 
the  State ;  the  Laws  regained  their  Vigour  -,  the  Em- 
peror often .  convened  the  Tributary  Princes  to  reform 
the  Diforders  which  had  infenfibly  crept  into  the  Go- 
vernment :  His  Orders  were  exattly  obey'd ;  his  Re-  ' 
putation  drew  feveral  Embaffies  from  foreign  Princes, 
,  and  his  Reign  was  glorious  and  peaceable.  He  diqd 
,  in  the  40th  Year  of  the  Cycle,  and  was  fucceeded  the 

next  Year  by  his  Son  31  cbu^ 

.1  ' 

Ti  chu,  the  Seventh  Emperor^  reigned  1 7  Tears. 

THIS  Reign  affords  us  nothing  remarkable :  The 
Reputation  this  Prince  had  acquired  in  the  Wars,  kept 
every  one  in  perfeft  Obedience ;    there  was   indeed 

jfome  little  Difturbaijce  toward  the  Sea,  but  it  was 
quieted  ^moft  .as  /pon  as  it  appear'd.     Tt  chu  died 

.the  57th  Year  of  the  Cycle,  and  the  fame  Year  his 
Son  it  hoai  afcended  the  Throne, 

Ti.hoai,'  the  Eighth  Emperor^  reigned  26  Tearj^ 

THE  Peace  and  good  Order  of  the  State  had  ren- 
dered the  Empire  fo  flourifliing,  that  fome  neighbour- 
ing Nations  fent  Ambafladors  to  Tt  hoai^  the  new 
Emperor,  in  th^  6pth  Year  of  the  Cycle,  defiring 
his  Proteftion  on  paying  a  yearly  Tribute.  It  ap- 
pears by  Hiftory  that  thefe  Ambafladors  came  by  Sea, 
^nd  confequently  Navigation  was  then  in  Praftice : 
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This  Rrince  growing  cffemtnatc  by  the  Eafe  of  a  long 
Peace,  became  a  Slave  to  his  Pleafures  j  he  pafs'd  the 
reft  of  his  Life  fliut  up  in'  his  Palace  among  Women 
OTfd  Eunuchs,  learring  the  Care  of  bis  Government  en. 
tirely  to  his  Minifters :  He  died  the  23d  Year  of  the 
Cycle,  and  the  next  Year  bis  Son  fucceeded  him  in 
the  Empire, 

Ti  maiig,  the  Ninth  Emfer^r^  reined  1 8  Tean. 

Tt  man?  was,  lite  his  Father,  an  indolent  Prince, 
tho^  not  Jo  much  a  Slave  to  his  Pleafures ;  all  that  he 
did  worth  Notice  was  transferring-  the  Court  towards 
the  Yellow  River,  and  vifiting  fonte  Parts  of  his  Do- 
minions :  He  died  the  40th  Tear  of  tht  Cycle,  and 
was  fucceeded  hj  his  Son  Tt  fie^  who  began  his  Reign 
the  Year  following. 

Ti  fie,  the  ^emh  Emperor^  reigned  1 6  Tears. 

rr  SIE  deferv'd  Praife  for  bis  Love  of  Tuftice, 
and  the  Care  he  took  to  preferve  the  Peace  of  his  Do- 
minions s  the  Petty  King^,  who  had  made  themfelvcs 
Tributary,  came  in  Perfon  to  pay  their  Homage, 
whom  he  honour'd  with  Titles  to  reward  their  Fi- 
delity, He  died  the  57th  Year  of  the  Cycle,  and  left 
bis  Crown  to  hi$  Son  Tt  pou  kiang, 

Ti  pou  kiang,  the  EliVMh  Emperor^  reigned 

5P  Tears. 

I T  Is  furprizing  that  nothing  happen*d  in  thi« 
long  Reign  worth  the  Notice  of  Hiftory,  which  on- 
ly appljiwds  the  Equity  of  the  Emperor,  and  thfe  Peace 
which  the  Empire  enjoyM  during  his  Reign.  He  ^ed 
the  56tb  Year  of  the  Cycle. 

He  named  his  Son  Kong  kta  for  his  Succeflbr,  but 
bis  Uncle  Ji  kiong  ufurp'd  the  Throne,  and  drove  out 
hk  Nephew, 

Ti 
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Ti  kiong,  the  Twelfth  Emperor ^  reined  2 1  Tears. 

TI  KIONG  the  Ufurper  peacefully  alcended  the 
iTirone,  the  57th  Year  of  the  Cycle,  and,  to  deprive 
his  Nephew  of  all  Hopes  of  the  Crown,  named  his 
Son  7i  kin  his  Succeflfeir.  He  died  the  1 7th  Year  of 
the  Cycle,  and  his  S(>ti  fucceeded  him.^ 

Ti  kin,  the  7%irtee/ith  Emperor^  reigned  2 1  Tears. 

.  TI  KI N  continued  the  Ufurpation  of  his  Father* 
and  reigned  as  long,  but  his  Lewdneis  rendered  hinx 
odious ;  yet  he  kept  the  Crown  tijl  his  Death,  which 
happened  the  38th  Year  of  the  Cycle:  He  could  not 
give  the  Crown  to  his  Son,  but  it  was  reftored  to  K$ng 
kia  the  lawful  Heu*« 

Kong  kia,  the  Fourteenth  Emperor j  reigned  3 1  Tears. 

[  KONG  KIA  did  not  anfwer  the  Peopfc's  Ex- 
pedkation  ;  forty  Years  Trouble  ihould  have  learned 
him  to  govern  his  Paffions,  yet  as  ibon  as  he  was  in 
Power  he  became  tTie  moft  kwd  and  cfFeminate  Prince 
that  ever  reign'd^ 

He  left  the  Care  of  the  Government  to  his  Mini- 
ftcrs,  of  whom  he  made  a  very  ill  choice,  beftowing 

I  the  moft  imporcant  Pofts  on  Sycophants  rather  than 
Men  of  Merit. 

This  Conduft  made  him  fo  little  regarded  that  the 
Tributary  Princes  refufcd  to  pay  him  Homage,  and 
he  never  had  the  Courage  to  oblige  them  to  do  their 
Duty. 

I        Tcbing  tang^  the  Founder  of  the  following  Dynafty,  cyde  n; 

I  wafc  born  the  f th  Year  of  this  Cycle,  and  tlic  nth 
Year  Kong  kia  by  his  Death  yielded  the  Crown  to  his 
Son  Ti  cao. . 

Ti  cao,  the  Fifteenth  Emperor^   reigned  1 1  Tears. 

THE  Vices  of  the  late  Emperor  had  rendered  the 
Succe0ion  precarknts^  and  this  Prince  did  not  help  to 

U  4  eftablifh- 
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eftablifh  it,  but  too  much  like  his  Father  made  his 
Palace  the  Seat  of  the  moft  infamous  Pleafures  :  His 
Excefles  Ihbrten'd  his  Days,  and  he  di^d  the  20th  Year 
of  the  Cycle. 

Ti  .fa,  the  Sixteenth  Emperor^  reigned  19  Teats. 

TI  FA  his  Son  fucceeded,  whofe  Charaftcr  is  not 
.  known  ;  Hiftory  only  mentions  the  Homage  which 
was  paid  him  by  the  Tributary  Princes  at  his  Accef- 
fion,  and  his  Misfortune  of  being  the  Father  of  JG^, 
the  worft  of  Men,  who  was  his  Succcflbr,  and  who 
3vas  the  laft  Prince  of  this  Dynafty, 

Kie,  the  Seventeenth  Emperor^  reigned  §2  Tearj. 

*  KIE  fucceeded  the  40th  Year  of  the  Cycle,  the 
Emperor  dying  the  Ye^r  before :  He  proved  a  Moq- 
fter  of  Cruelty,  like  the  Nero  of  Europe,  and  to  give 
sC  bad  Prince  the  vileft  Gharaftcr,  uiey  lay  He  is 
another  Kie:  He  u^as  born  with  fome  good  Qualities, 
and  a  wonderful  Strength  of  Body,  but  they  were 
cclipfed  by  the  numerous  Vices  to  which  he  was  ad- 
difted.  His  Wife  was  more  cruel  and  wicked  than 
himfelf,  whole  Commands  he  blindly  obey'd;  the 
Blood  of  his  Subjefts  was  every  Day  Ihed  to  pleale 
the  barbarous  Hunaour  of  this  Princels.  Kie  caufed  ar 
large  Space  of  Land  to  be  dug  like  a  Lake,  and 
having  hlled  it  with  Wine  commanded  three  thouland 
Perfon's  to  throw  thcmfelves  into  it :  There  was  a  pri- 
vate Apartment  in  the  Palace,  where,  in  thePrefehcc 
of  the  Emperor  and  Emprefs,  the  ftioft  abominable 
Excefles  were  committed. 

Thefe  horrid  Aftions  cauled  a  general  Revolt,  the 
whole  Body  of  the  People  taking  up  Arms,  but  the 
Chief  Minifters  flopt  the  Infurreftion,  having  yet 
fome  Remains  of  Lpve  for  his  Perfon  ;  They  reprc- 
fented  to  lym,  in  an  humble  Manner,  the  Dangers  he 
^as  expoled  to  hf  his  licentious  and  tyrannical  Con- 
du6l ;  but  thefe  Remonftranccs  made  him  ftill  more 

furious, 
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fiffious,  and  the  Minifter  who  fpoke  the  Senfe  of  the 
reft  was  condemned  and  executed  in  his  Prefence. 

The  Emperor's  Fury  did  not  Icflen  the  Zeal  of  his 
wife  Miniftdrs ;  they  prefented  to  him  a  Memorial,  in 
which  they  freely  reproached  him  with  his  abominable 
Cruelties :  He  had  fcarcely  read  it,  but  in  a  Tranfport 
of  Rage  he  refolved  to  put  the  Authors  to  Death. 
Aching  tang  J  one  of  the  Tributary  Princes,  who  was 
moft  efteem*d  for  his  Wifdom  and  Virtue,  having 
join'd  his  Remonftrances  to  thofe  aforementioned,  was 
imprifon'd  in  the  21  ft  Year  Qf  the  Cycle,  but  his 
Confinement  was  of  fhort  Duration.  Thefe  violent 
Proceedings,  whicK  encre^fcd  every  Day,  united  al} 
Orders  ofMen  againft  the  Tyrant :  By  general  Con-  • 
lent  they  chofc  Tching  tang  to  fupply  his  Place,  and 
obliged  him  to  declare  War  againft  the  Emperor. 

This  virtuous  and  difinterefted  Prinqe  declared  he 
had  no  Right  to  the  Crown,  and  that  if  he  took  up 
Arms  it  was  only  to  make  the  Eniperor  fenfible  of  his , 
Errors,  and  oblige  him  to  return  to  his  Duty.  His 
Army  was  loon  raifed,  each  Prince  furnilhing  his 
Quota:  The  Efnperor  alfo  endeavoured  to  raife  an 
■  Army,  but  coald  only  get  together  a  handful  of  Men : 
He  tried  to  engage  the  Tartars  in  his  Service  by  great 
Promifes,  but  without  Succefi,  being  equally  abhorred 
by  thofe  People. 

Being  thus  univerfally  abandoned,  he  had  recourfc 
to  Diflimulation,  confefs*d  his  Crimes,  and  feem'd. 
penitent,  defiring  they  would  only  grant  him  his  Life. 

Aching  tang  relented,  and  thinking  the  Emperor's 
Repentance  fincere  not  only  fpared  his  Life,  but  alfo 
reftored  him  the  Crown.  He  immediately  quitted  his 
Poft  in  the  Army,  and  returned  to  his  little  Domi- 
nions, giving  an  Exartiple  of  Moderation,  which 
Was  admired  by  the  whole  Empire. 

The  Emperor  was  fearcely  replaced  on  the  Thronic 
but'  he  began  his  ufual  Extravagancies ;  nay  more,  he 
raifed  an  Army  againft  Tching  tang^  whom  he  treated 
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as  a  Rebel  and  a  Traytor,  TCchin^  tat^  immediatdlj 
put  himfelf  in  a  Pofturc  of  Defence  j  bk  when  the 
l\iW)  Armies  nact»  the  Emperor's  Soldiers  •<3eferted  to 
Aching  tangy  and  throwing  their  Arms  at  his  Feet 
acknowledged  him  their  Sovereign. 

Kie  had  no  Refoge  left  but  Flight ;  he  baniflhi'd  him- 
fctf  from  the  Empire,  and  after  three  Years  Exife 
.  fiai&'d  his  criminal  Life^  which  has  made  his.  Namd 
aod  his  Memory  an  AboQwatioa  to  all  Poftefity. 


fe^.^^ 


^he  Second  Dynaft)\  called  Chaftg,  ^^»hich  com-* 
prebends  the  Lives  of  Twenty  Eight  Emperors 
in  the  Space  of  644  Tears. 

Tching  Taiig,  the  Fuji  Empersr^  reigned  1 3  Tfors^ 

nr  H  E  Thirty  Second  Year  of  the  Cycle  this  PriiKe 
*  afccnded  die  Tin-one,  and  gave  th«  Name  of 
Cham  to  the  Imperial  Family :  This  was  tfee  Name 
of  the  little  State  which  he  had  govern^  a  lof^ 
Time,  in  quality  of  a  King,  or  Tributary  Prince. 
His  Modeuy,  Gentlenefs,  Juftice,  and  Application, 
bad  already  gained  him  the  Admiration  of  the  Pco* 
pie,  and  he  was  acknowledge  Emperor  by  all  the 
Provinces  with  univerial  Applaufe :  He  alone  thot^ht 
Himfelf  incapable  of  fuftaining  fo  weighty  a  Burden> 
and  therefore  aflembled  his  Minifters,  and  the  Gran- 
dees of  his  Court,  in  order  to  deliver  up  a  Crown, 
which  any  other,  as  he  fiiid,  would  wear  more  wor- 
thily than  himfelf,  and  that  it  was  fufRcient  for  him 
that  he  had  delivered  his  Country  from  the  Perfecu- 
tion  of  the  Tyrant  •,  that  he  was  fatisfied  with  the 
fmall  State  which  Heaven  had  allotted  him  j  and  that 
it  was  with  a  great  deal  of  Grief  and  Concern  he  fat 
013  a  Throne  to  v/hich  he  was  not  the  lawful  Heir. 

The 
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The  Nc^les  g(  the  Empire  remonftraied  to  kirn, 
that  he  fat  on  it  by  th^  panicular  Dircdion  of  Hea- 
ven, which^  affefted  with  the  Misfortunes  of  the 
People,  had  chofen  him  to  be  the  Deliverer  of  his 
Country 9  and  that  it  was  evident^  from  die  unani- 
mous Concurrence  c^  all  Orders  and  Ranks,  that 
they  W6uld  have  ix>  other  King  but  him. 

uMfig  tang  J  whofe  Condudl  was  fincere^  aG<|uidi:ed 
at  laft  in  the  preffing  Inftances  of  the  gobies,  and 
govern'd  the  Empire  with  the  fame  Modefty  as  hod 
induced  him  to  refufc  it. 

He  immediately  abrogated  the  cruel .  Laws  of  his 
Predcceffor,  and  dffiablillrd  others  fall  of  Wififotti  and 
Equity  :  He  placed  his  Confidence  in  a  Minifter 
named  Tjn^  whole  Merit,  Prudence,  and  Fidelity 
were  perfeiEUy  weU  known  to  him,  whom  he  fixed 
ac  the  Head  of  his  Council^  and  to  whom  be  g^v^ 
the  Conunand  of  his  Armies. 

He  brought  the  Soldiers  under  the  ftridldl:  Dif-^ 
ioplme^  who  before  had  been  ufed  to  Plunder  and 
Rapine,  and  in  a  ihort  time  Order  and  Tranqu^-* 
lity  rcign'd  throughout  all  the  Provinces. 

He  caufed  to  be  ing^ven,  on  all  the  Veflek  which 
were  for  the  ufe  of  the  Palace,  the  moft  inftriHSlivc. 
Maxims  of  Morality,  that  they  might  be  continually, 
before  his  Eyes,  and  the  Eyes  of  his  Officers,  that 
their  Condud  might  be  always  direfted  by  thofe  Prin- 
ci{^es. 

He  gave  a  Angular  Mark  of  his  Tendernefe  to- 
wards his  Subjeflis,  in  die  time  of  a  univerfal  Drought 
which  lafted  feven  Years,  which  perhaps  is  the  feme- 
that  is  mentioned  in  Genefisy  imputing  to  his  own 
Faults,  the  Caufe  crf'fuch  a  general  Calamity  5  he  cfe* 
voted  himfelf  a  Viftitn  to  the  Good  of  his  People  i 
After  that  he  had  obferved  a  rigorous  Faft,  he  lay*d. 
a(ide  ihe  Ornaments  of  his  Dimity,  had  his  Hair 
cut  fhort,  which  then  was  worn  very  long,  and  be- 
ii^  bgtefooted^  as  a  Criminal^  he  lifted  up  his  Hands: 

towards 
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towards  Heaven,  and  entreated  it  to  fpare  his  Sub- 
jefts,  and  to  lay  the  Burthen  of  its  Wrath  on  him  a- 
Jone.  Hiftory  relates,  that  at  the  end  of  his  Prayer  the 
Sky  grew  dark^  and  a  general  Rain  followed^  which 
made  the  Earth  fertile,  and  reftored  Plenty. 

The  Death  of  this  Prince,  which  happen'd  the  for- 
ty fourth  Year  of  the  Cycle,  put  the  whole  Empire 
in  Mourning,  and  every  one  lamented  for  him  as  if 
he  had  loft  his  Father.  His  eldeft  Son  "Tat  ting  dy- 
'  ing  before  him,  the  Crown  devolved  to  his  Grandfon 
named  7ai  kia. 

.   Tai  kia,  the  Second  Emperor  j  reigned  33  Tears. 

THE  beginning  of  the  Reign  of  this  Prince  gave 

ai  general  Apprehenfion  of  his  Adminiftration  ;  far 

from  following  the  Steps  of  his  Grandfather,  his  Con- 

.  daft  was  direflbly  oppofite,  and  fuch  as  was  enough 

•   to  draw  on  him  the  Contempt  and  Averfion  of  his 

Subjedts. 

Tyn^  this  wife  Minifter,  whom  I  have  already 
mentioned,  and  in  whom  Ticking  tang  placed  his  whole 
Confidence,  had  acquired  great  Power  in  the  Empire  j 
he  made  ufe  of  it  to  remonftrate  to  the  new  Empe- 
ror the  Abufe  he  made  of  the  Power  with  which 
Heaven  had  intrufted  him  only  for  the'  Good  of  his 
People  -,  he  related  to  him  the  Examples  of  Divine 
Vengeance  on  vitious  Princes,  and  endeavoured  to  in- 
Ipire  him  >y ith  the  Love  of  Virtues  proper  to  a  Sove- 
reign. 

But,  as  the  young  Prince  gave  no  Attention  to  the 
wholefome  Advice  of  luch  a  wife  and  able  Servant, 
this  Minifter  found  out  an  Expedient,  the  Rafhncfs  of 
which  could  hardly  be  excufed,  if  the  Integrity  of 
his  Intentions  had  not  been  well  known  to  the  whole 
Empire. 

He  built  a  Houfe  near  the  Tomb  of  the  late  Em-, 
peror,  and  locked  T'ai  kia'  up  in  it,  that  he  might 
have  time  to  reflect  on  his  ill  Conduft,  and  to  form. 

him- 
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himfelf  over  the  Afhes  of  his  Grandfather,  upon  thofe 
Virtues  which  he  had  fo  perfeft  a  Pattern  of :  At 
the  fame  time  he  declared  himfelf  Guardian  both  of 
the  Prince  and  the  Empire. 

The  Emperor,  who  had  been  blinded'  by  his  high 
Fortune,  received  Advantage  from  his  Dilgrace,  and 
continued .  during  three  Years  to  make  wholefome 
Reflexions  on  his  own  Mifconduft,  and  on  the  Vir- 
tues neceflary  to  the  well-governing  of  a  great  Empire. 
The  Sincerity  of  his  Change  being  evident,  the  Mi- 
nifter  brought  him  out  himfelf,  and  condudted  him 
to  the  Throne  from  whence  he  had  made  him  de- 
Icend,  caufed  him  to  be  proclaimed  Emperor  the 
fecond  time,  and  made  him  acknowledged  by  all  th^ 
People. 

The  Emperor  thought  himfelf  obliged  to  his  Mini- 
fter  for  his  fevere  Behaviour  to  him,  he  refpefted  him 
as  if  he  had  been  his  Father,  and  foUow'd  always  his 
Counfcls,  governing  the  Empire  with  a,  great  deal  of 
Prudence.  The  Tributary  Princes,  who  had  began  to 
revolt,  fubmitted  thenifelves  with  Joy  to  his  Obe- 
dience ;  the  whole  Empire  was  under  conftant  Sub- 
miflion  to  the  Death  of  this  Prince,  which  happened 
the  feventeenth  Year  of  the  Cycle.  His  Succelfor  was 
Votings  another  Grandfon  of  the  firft  Founder  of  this 
Dynafty, 

Vo  ting,  the  third  Emperor^  mgned  .29  Tears. 

THIS  Prince,  defcended  ixom  "Tcking  tangy  did 
not  difgrace  the  Blood  he  fprung  from,,  but  was  Heir 
to  his  Virtues,  as  well  as  to  his  Crown.  He  had  the  . 
fame  Confidence  in  Tyn  as  the  other  had  ;  this  wife 
Minifter  dy*d  in  the  eighth  Year  of  his  Reign,  and 
the  twenty  fifth  of  this  Cycle,  when  the  Emperor, 
to  teftify  his  Eftcem  for  fo  great  a  Perfon,  did  Ho- 
nour to  his  Memory  by  moft  magnificent  Obfequies, 
He  w^s  fucceeded  in  his  Place  and  Wifdom  by  his 
Son  called  TpoUy  who  was  alfo .  honoured   with  the 

Con- 


joa  7^^  General  History  of 

Confidence  of  ckis  aod  the  following  Emperon.  The 
Emperor  died  the  forty  feventh  Year  of  this  Cycle, 
tod  was  fucceeded  by  hu  Brother  T^i  keng.^ 

Tai  kcng,  the  Fourth  Emperor^  reigned  25  Tears. 

HISTORY  relanes  nothing  rcnurkable  of  thii 
Emperor,  atid  the  two  following,  except  the  Year 
they  began  their  Reigns,  and  the  Year  they  died. 

This  Emperor  died  the  ekrenth  Year  of  the  Cy^ 

'    ck^  and  his  Son  5iao  kia  fuccoedod  htm. 

3iAQ  kia,  the  Bfth  Emperor^    reigned  1 7  Te^s. 

ALL  we  know  of  this  Empcror  is,  that  he  reign'cj 

,  peaceably  as  his  Father  had  done,  and  foUow'd  the 

Coonfels  of  the  feme  Minifteri    He  died  the  twenty 

eighth  Year  of  the  Cycle,  and  was  fuccecded  by  h^ 

Brother  Zbng  ki. 

Yong  ki,  the  Sixth  Emfervfy  reig^ted  12  Tears. 

THIS  Prince  was  Son  of  P^o  ting^  but  not  by  the 
lime  Mother  as  the  two  preceding  Eipperors  :  Some 
Pifturbances  were  beginning  in  his  Reign,  by  means 
of  fomc  tributary  Kings  or  Princes  having  refufed  to 
CQCftC  aaording  to  Cuftom  to  the  Aflembly,  which 
the  Emperors  held  from  time  to  time.  He  died 
the  fortieth  Year  of  the  Cycle,  and  was  fucceoied  by 
his  Brother  Tai  V(fu. 

Tai  vou,  the  feventh  Emperor^  reigned  60  Tears. 

Cyde  13.      HE  was  Son  of  the  fame  Mother  as  Tmg  ki  hi^ 
Year  be-   Brother^  whom  he  fucoeeded  :  His  Zeal  and  Ai^li- 
fore  Chrift  cation  to  do  his  People  Jufticc  was  fo  great,  that  he 
■7*       would  give  Audience  very  early  in  the  Morning,  and 
did  not  end  it  a$  loi^  as  there  appeared  any  P^&p 
that  required  it.   Among  other  Laws,  which  he  other 
eftabliihed  or  reviv^,  there  was-  one  by  which  he  or- 
dered, thaK  in  every  Town  a  certain  Number  of  old 

People. 
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People  fhould  be  maimtain'd  out  of  the  publkk Trck- 
fore,  which  Cuftom  is  yet  in  praftioe. 

After  he  had  reigaed  ia  Pe^bce  feventy  five  Tears^ 
he  died  in  the  fifty  fifth  Year  of  tfee  Cycle,  in  the 
Province  of  Ho  nan^  where  he  theq  kept  his  Court, 
and  was  fuccceded  by  his  Son  Tchong  ting. 

Tchong  ting^  the  E^btb  EmperWy  r/tgmd  i^  Tiars. 

THE  frequent  Inundations  of  the  Hoang  boy  or  Yel- 
low River,  obligpd  this  Emperor  to  abandon  the  Ci- 
ty where  he  kq)t  his  Court,  which  was  in  the  Pro- 
vince <rf'  Cbenjiy  and  to  renaove  it  firfl:  into  the  Pro- 
vince of  Ho  nm^  and   aftorward  into  the  ProyinciB 
of  Pe  tcbeli.     His  Reign  was  difturbed  by  a  People 
./who  inhabited  the  South  Part  of  the  River  22z^^  tfeOy^  14. 
kioMgy  who  made  Inroads  into  his  Provinces,  and  com-  Year  be- 
mitted  all  forts  of  Violence^    He  itxA  Forces  agwft  ^^  ^" 
them,  who  prefenriv  cut  them  in  Pieces,  and  by  tjiot  ^^^^* 
; .  means  prevented  th<s  Jifce  Outrages  fer  the  future, 
1  This  Expedhion  re-eftablifhed  the  Peace  of  the  EHxt 
i  pire,  whicJi  the  f  mperor  did  not  enjoy  long,  he  dy- 
j  wg  the  eighth  ye^r  of  this  Cycle,  >daea  his  Brothcc 
:  V^i  ^in  afcended  the  Tiirone, 

Vai  gin,  the  Ninth  Emperor^  reigned  1 5  Years. 

n"WAS  at  this  time  that  the  Civil  Wars  hc^ 
tween  the  Brothers*  of  the  deceased  Emperors  and 
their  aiHdren,  jfor  the  Right  of  th€  Crown,  began. 
Thefe  Wars  Jafteji  near  200  YeaK  ^  but  ?b^  Hiiftory 
fhaiitibnf  220  Particulars^  we  mull  be  fiient  on  that 
Su^edt :  This  Emperor  was  very  well  r-efpt6);ed  aflti 
bel9ved  of  his  Subje/t^ :  He  died  in  the  twenty  tlwdl 
Year^of  the  Cycle,  and  Ho  tan  kia  hk  Brother  fijK:r» 

ceecled  hioi. 

« 

Ho  tan  ki?,  the  Tenth  Emperor y  rAgned  9  Tears. 

H  E  kept  his  Court  in  a  City  of  the  Province  of 
Ho  nan^    fituated  on  a  Hill,  which  prevented   its 

being 
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being  overflowed  by  the  Inundation  of  the  Hoang  kdi 
He  died  the  thirty-third  Yeiar  of  the  Cycle,  and 
left  his  Crown  to  his  Son  Tfou  ye^  who  was  worthy 
of  fucceeding  him. 

Tfou  ye,  the  Eleventh  JSmperor^  reigned  19  Tears. 

THIS  Emperor  had  a  Colaoy  or  Prime  Mini- 
fter,  called  Ten^  who  was  a  very  able  and  prudent 
Statefman,  and  through,  whofe  wife  Gounfels  the 
Empire  enjoyed  a  lafting  Peace,  and  the  tributary 
Princes  were  kept  in  the  pcrfcdteft  Submiflidn  du- 
ring this  Reign  :  This  Emperor  dy'd  the  iifty-firft 
Year  of  the  Cycle,  and  was  fuccecded  by  his  Son 
Tfou  fin. 

Tfou  fin,  the  Twelfth  Emperor^  reigned  16' Tears. 

THE  Brothers  of  the  late  Emperor  would  have 
ufurp*d  the  Crown,  to  the  Prejudice  of  their  Nephew 
the  lawful  Heir,  under  colour  of  being  of  an  Age 
more  proper  for  the  Government,  and  had  creatol 
great  Difturbances  by  dividing  the  Empire  into  Par- 
ries, if  the  Authority  and  Ability  of  Colao  yen  had  not 
Prevented  theDilpute,  by  fupporting  this  Emperor  in 
is  lawful  PoffcflTion  of  the  Crown.  He  died  in  the 
feventh  Year  of  the  Cycle,  and  his  Brother  Vo  kia  fuc- 
ceeded  him. 

Vo  kia,  ibe  Thirteenth  Emperor ^  reigned  25  Tears. 

THIS  Emperor  ufurp'd  the  Crown  from  Tfim 
ting  hiis  Nephew,  and  Son  of  the  late  Empeix>r,  and  1 
enjoy*d  it  more  fortunately  than  he  defervM :  The  .  \ 
Defign  of  the  Ufurper  was  to  transfer  the  Crown  to 
his  Son ,  but  his  Meafures  wefe  difconccrted  by  the 
Prudence  of  the  lawful  Heir,  who  afcended  the  Throne 
immediately  after  the  Death  of  Vo  kia^  which  hap-' 
pen'd  the  thirty- fecond  Year  of  the  Cycle. 
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'iTlbutixig,  the  Fourteenth  EmpercTy  reigned  32  Tears. 

TSOU  7'INGy  in  the  late  Ufurper's  Timej  con- 
ceal'd  his  Refentmcnt  with  fo  much  Art  and  Prudence, 
that  hfc  g^in*d  his  Confidence  and  Friendfhip  ;  and 
behav'd  himfelf  with  that  Wifdom  and  Secrecy,  as 
t6  lucceed  to  the  Crown  without  making  ufe  of  any 
Violence,  tho*  he  excluded  the  Ufurper*3  Son  his 
Couluii 

He  governed  the  Empire  with  equal  Wilclbiii,  and 
beforfe  his  Death  gave  a  great  Example  of  his  Mo- 
defly^  by  leaving  the  Choice  of  a  Succeflbr  to  his 
Minifters,  in  cafe  they  jiidg'd  his  Son  incapable  of 
governing  his  Subjefts  ;  accordingly  they  chofe  Nan 
kengy  the  Son  of  Vo  kia^  who  had  been  banifh'd  from 
the  Empire. 

This  Prince  dy*d  the  fourth  Year  of  this  new  Cycle,  cyde  1 6. 
and  Nan  keng  fucceeded  him.  Year  bc- 

Nan  keng,  the  Fifteenth  Emperor ^  retgned  25  Tears,    i^^j^ 

A  L  T  H  O*  Nan  keng  was  chofen  by  the  Mini- 
fters,  yet  their  Choice  was  not  generally  approved  of, 
the  Governors  of  the  Provinces  declaring  for  the  Son 
of  the  late  Emperor,  fo  that  the  Empire  was  divi- 
ded into  two  Parties,  which  made  a  cruel  War  on 

,  each  other,  but  the  Party  of  Nan  keng  being  the 
ftronger,  kept  him  in  Poffcflion  of  the  Empire :  He 
removed  his  Court  into  the  Province  of  Ho  nan. 
This  Prince  was  fucceeded  by  Tang  kia^  the  Son  of 

!  f/bu  ting. 

1     Yang  kia,  fbe  Sixteenth  Emperor ^  reigned  7  Tears. 

THE  Difcords  in  the  Imperial  Family  caufed 
great  Troubles  in  the  Empire  ;  the  tributary  Princes, 
refiifing  to  pay  cither  Obedience  or  Tribute  to  the 
Emperor,  were  on  the  point  of  rendring  their  little 
Sovereignties  independant,  which  would  have  been  the 
Overthrow  of  the  Monarchy,  if  the  Emperor  had  not 

Vpl.  I-  X  dy*d 
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dy'd,  which  happened  in  the  thirty-fixth  Year  of  the 
Cycle,  and  was  Succeeded  by  Pouan  keng  his  Brother,   1 
who  ufurp'd  the  Throne  to  the  Prejudice  of  his  Nephew. 

Pouan  Keng*,   the  Seventeenth  Emperor^  reigned 

twenty-eight  Tears. 

THIS  Prince,  altho*  an  Ufurper,  was  the  Reftorer 
of  the  Empire,  by  his  extraordinary  Merit  and  greac  | 
Application  to  publick  Bufmefs.  He  kept  his  Court  in 
theProvinceof  Chanfi',  revived  the  ancient  Laws  of  the 
Emperor  Aching  tangj  which  had  been  neglected  thro* 
the  Negligence  of  his  Predeceflbrs,  and  followed  the 
Steps  of  that  great  Emperor  in  all  his  Aftions.  He 
made  it  a  Rule  never  to  intruft  any  important  Charge^ 
relating  either  to  his  Court  or  Empire,  but  with  thofe 
of  his  Subjefts  in  whom  he  found  the  greattft  Share 
of  Capacity  and  Merit.  He  eftablilhed  fo  good  Or-  \ 
der  throughout  the  State,  that  the  tributary  Princes  all 
returned  to  their  Obedience,  and  paid  him  the  ufual 
'  .    Tribute.  ! 

Yc^^be^       He  died  without  Iflue,  the  fourdi  Year  of  the  Cy-    ! 

foreChriil  ^^^»  ^^^  ^^^  Brother  Siaoftn  fucceeded  him. 

'  ^77'  Siao  fin,  the  Eighteenth  Emperor ^  reigned  2 1  Tears. 

THIS  Emperor  inherited  his  Brother^s  Crown, 
but  not  his  Virtues :  He  left  the  Government  intirely 
to  his  Minifters,  to  follow  his  Pleafures,  and  his  in- 
aftive  and  effeminate  Life  had  like  to  have  deftroyed 
all  good  Order  and  Difciplinc  in  the  Empire.  He  died 
in  the  twenty-fifth  Year  of  the  Cycle^  and  his  Son 
Siao  ye  fucceeded  him. 

Siao  ye,  the  Nineteenth  Emperor ^  reigned  2  &  Tears. 

THIS  Prince  was  educated  conformably  to  his 
Birth,  and  tK8  wife  Governors,  who  had  had  the  Care 

*  T/^i^  EmfirT  changtd  thi  Kami  of  his  Family  from  Chang 
f(f  Yng. 

of 
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of  his  Education,  expefted  that  he  would  have  fhew'd 
hiitifelf  worthy  of  the  Throne  he  was  deftin'd  to  -, 
but  he  no  fooner  faw  himfelf  Mailer  of  that  great 
Empire,  than  he  forgot  the  good  Inftruftions  they' 
had  given  him,  and  followed  the  pernicious  and 
wicked  Example  of  his  Father. '  He  dy'd  the  fifty- 
third  Year  of  the  Cycles  and  was  fucceeded  by  his  Son 
Vou  ting. 

Vou  ting,  the  twentieth  Emperor^  reigned  59  Tears4  - 

VOU  TING  was  yet  young  when  he  afcended  Cycle  1 8. 
the  Throne:     He  intrufted  the  Government  of  the  Year  be- 
Empire  with  hii  Prime  Minifter,  during  hi§  three  ^^  ^^"*^' 
Years  Mourning,  and  Ihut  himfelf  up  in  a  Hpufc  *^^^* 
near   his  Fathers  Tomb,   in    order  to  lament  his 
Death,  and  to  beg  of  Heaven  to  grant  him  the  pro- 
per Virtues  to  qualify  him  for  the  high  Station  to 
which  it  had  appointed  him. 

The  Time  of  his  Mourning  being  expired,  he  re- 
turned to  his  Palace,  and  faw,  in  a  Dream,  a  Man  . 
prefentcd  him  by  Hea^vcn  to  be  his  Prime  Minifter ; 
he  beheld  him  with  Attention,  and  the  Features  of 
his  Face  were  fo  ftrongly  imprinted  on  his  Fancyy 
that  he  drew  an  exadl  Portrait  of  him  When  he  a- 
Woke. 

Upon  this  he  aflembled  his  Minifters,  a:nd  having 
related  to  them  his  Dream,  and  Ihewed  the  Pifture  ta  ' 
them,  he  fent  feveral  of  them  to  fcek  for  tha?  Perfo« 
whole  Pifture  they  had  feen.    . 

They  found  hirii  in  a  Village  in  company  with  a 
great  many  other  Artificers  ;  his  Name  was  Fou  TuCy  a' 
Mafon  by  Trade :  He  was  immediatelv  can*ied  tor 
Court,  where  a  great  many  Queftions  relating  to  Por  . 
liticks  and  Government  were  propofed  to  him,  to^ 
which  he  gave  very  proper  and  juft  Anfwers,  with  a 
great  deal  of  Eloquence,  to  the  Admiration  of  every 
one,  fo  that  the  Emperor^  after  addrefling  him  in  the 
warmeft  Terms,  immediately  made  him  his  Firft  Mi- 
nifter^ X  2r  Foii 
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Fou  Tue  proftratcd  himfclf  before  the  Emperor,  ac- 
cording to  Cuftom,  whom  he  found  always  very 
compliant  with  his  Inftruflions,  the  Particulars  of 
whidi  I  fliall  publifli  in  the  Cbu  king ;  the  Emperor 
followed  thcfelnftruftions  regularly,  and  by  that  means 
became  a  Pattern  for  the  bcft  of  Princes,  and  his  Re- 
putation extending  to  the  moft  diftant  Nations  in- 
duced them  to  come  and  pay  Homage  to  him. 

This  Prince  died  m  the  fifiy-fccond  Year  of  the 
Cycle,  and  was  fucceeded  by  his  Son,  called  Xh 
keng. 

Tlbu  Keng,  the  ^wenty-firft  Emperor^  retgncd  7  Tears. 

THIS  Reign  was  fo  (hort,  and  the  Order  and 
Difcipline  of  the  Empire  fo  ejcadl  and  regular,  that 
the  Emperor  had  no  other  Care  than  to  preferve  it 
as  he  found  it:  He reign'd  feven  Years,  and  dy*d  the 
fifty-ninth  Year  of  the  Cycle,  his  Brother  Tfou  kia 
iiicceeding  him. 

Tfou  kia,  the  Twenty-fecond  Emperor^  reigned 

tbirty-four  Tears. 

^c^9.  TH  E  great  Virtues  of  his  Father,  Vou  ting,  the 
fbreChrift  ^^  ^^  whom  was  ftill  regretted,  rendered  the  Vices 
1257.  '  of  this  Prince  more  odious :  The  Father  was  endued 
with  Wifdom,  Modefty,  and  Meeknefe  ^  but  the  Son 
was  foil  of  Pride  and  Vanity,  and  given  up  to  all 
manner  of  Debauchery,  ufing  his  Subjedte  with  the 
utmoft  Contempt :  Such  an  irregular  and  diforderly 
Condu6l  caufed  Difturbahces  in  the  Empire,  which 
lcem*d  to  foretel  the  approaching  Ruin  of  this 
Dynafty. 

The  twenty-feventh  Year  of  the  Cycle  is  remarka- 
ble for  the  Birth  of  Ven  vang. 

The  Emperor  dy*d  the  thirty-third  Year  of  the  Cy- 
cle, and  left  his  Son  Lin  fin  his  Succeflbr. 


Lin 
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Lin  fin,  the  fweH/ty-third  Emperor y  reigned  6  Tears. 

THIS  Prince  was,  like  his  Father,  a  Slave  to 
his  Lufts,  and  fo  void  of  any  Application  to  Bufi- 
nefs,  that  he  left  the  Government  of  the  Empire  to 
his  Minifters,  forbidding  them  to  give  him  any  Ac- 
count of  publick  Affairs,  that  he  might  have  the  more 
Leifure  to  follow  his  infamous  Pleafures. 

At  length  his  Debaucheries  fhortning  his  Days,  deli- 
vered the  Empire  from  fuch  a  vicious  Prince.  He  died 
without  IfTue  the  thirty-eighth  Year  of  the  Cycle, 
and  was  fucceeded  by  his  Brother  Keng  ting. 

Keng  ting,  the  ^wenty^fourtb  Empror^  reigned 

twenty-one  Tears, 

HISTORY  relates  nothing  of  this  Emperor, 
excepting  the  Number  of  Years  that  he  reigned,  and 
the  Year  of  his  Death,  which  was  the  fifty-ninth 
Year  of  the  Cycle,  and  nine  Years  after  the  Birth  of 
Vou  vangy  who  was  the  Founder  of  the  following  Dy- 
nafly :  This  Emperor  was  fucceeded  by  his  Son 
Vau  ye. 

Vou  ye,  the  Twenty-fifth  Emperor y  reigned  4  Tears. 

A  S  ihort  as  this  Reign  was  it  appeared  too  long  Cyde  20; 
to  the  Chinefe :    They  fpeak  of  this  Emperor  as  an  Year  be- 
;  impious  and  wicked  Prince,  who  could  not  fail  to^^'cChrifl, 
draw  on  himfelf  the  Divine  Vengeance:     He  was  "97- 
kiird  by  Thunder  as  he  was  hunting,  the  third  Year 
of  the  Cycle  -,  his  Son  Tai  ting  fuccecding  him. 

About  this  time  Chinefe  Colonies  were  lent  to  inha- 
bit fome  Iflands  to  the  Eaftward ;  and  there  are  fome 
who  fay  that  Japan  began  to  be  inhabited  then. 

Tai  ting,  the  Twenty-ftxth  Emperor^  reigned  3  Tears. 

THIS  Emperor  began  his  Reign  by  declaring 
War  againft  a  tributary  Prince,  whofe  little  State  was 
C4lJe4  Teny  in  the  Province  of  Pe  tcbeli  \  and  Peking^ 

X  3  which 
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which  is  now  the  Metropolis  of  the  Empire,  was 
one  of  the  Towns  of  that  State :  He  died  the  fixth 
Year  of  the  Cycle,  and  was  fucceeded  by  his  Son 
Tt  ye. 

Ti  ye,  the  Twenty-feventh  Emperor ^  reigned  37  Tears. 

THIS  Emperor  continued  the  War  which  his 
Father  had  begun  agaihft  the  Prince  oi  Ten :  He  gave 
the  Command  of  his  Forces  to  a  great  General  called 
Kiliej  who  defeated  that  little  Sovereign,  and  d^priv'd 
him  of  his  State :  The  Emperor  was  fo  well  pleafed 
with  the  Conqueft,  that  he  gave  that  Principality  to 
his  General,  and  made  it  hereditary  to  his  Family  : 
Ki  lie  governed  it  feven  Years,  and  his  Son  Ven  vang 
fucceeded  him,  who  in  time  founded  the  Third 
pynafty. 

The  Emperor  dying  the  forty-third  Year  of  the 
Cycle,  was  fucceeded  by  Tcheou  his  third  Son,  who 
was  the  Son  of  the  Emprefs,  to  the  Prejudice  of  two 
pther  Sons  whom  he  had  before  by  a  Woman  of  the 
Second  Order,  but  as  they  were  born  before  their 
Mother  was  Queen,  they  were  deprived  of  the  Sucr 
ceffion :  Not  but  that  the  Father,  perceiving  ^cheou^s 
Want  of  all  Merit,  would  have  Jeft  his  Crown  to  the 
cldeft  of  the  other  two  Sons,  but  the  chief  Minifters 
pppofed  it  as  a  thing  contrary  to  the  Laws  of  the  Em- 
pire, which  they  afterwards  had  fufficient  Realbn  to 
repent  of. 

Tcheou,  the  Twenty-eighth  Emperor^  reigned  33  Tears. 

•PRIDE,  Luxury,  Debauchery,  Tyranny,  and 
Cruelty,  mounted  the  Throne  with  this  Emperor :  He 
married  a  Woman  named  Ta  kia^  who  was  the  moft 
beautiful  Perfon  in  the  whole  Empire,  but  the  moft 
barbarous  and  wicked  Wretch  of  the  Age  :  She  would 
have  all  things  direfted  according  to  her  Caprice  and 
imperious  Humour,  and  if  the  Minifters  failed  to 
ponform  to  her  Opinion,  they  were  immediately  ei- 
ther 
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thcr  banifhed,  or  condemned  to  Death  \  to  difobcy 
her  Orders,  was  accounted  Rebellion,  and  fhe  per- 
fuaded  the  Emperor  that  he  could  not  be  abfolute 
Maftcr  of  his  Subjecfls,  unlefs  he  made  himfelt  feared 
by  tljem. 

For  that  purpofc  fhc  caufed  a  brazen  Pillar  to  be 
erefted,  which  being  made  red-hot  with  f'ire,  the 
unfortunate  Wretch,  whom  her  Cruelty  had  condemned 
to  this  kind  of  Punilhment,  was  brought  to  it,  and 
forc'd  to  embrace  it,  till  fuch  time  as  his  FIcfh  was  con- 
fum'd  to  the  Bone,  which  horrible  Spedlacle  was  an 
agreeable  Diverfion  to  her. 

Thefe,  and  other  kinds  of  bloody  and  cruel  Exe- 
cutions, did  not  intimidate  the  wife  Ven  vang^  who 
had  the  Courage  bravely  to  oppofe  fuch  horrid  In- 
humanities :  The  Tyrant,  who  as  yet  refpefted  his 
Virtue,  did  not  ufe  him  with  the  fame  Rigour  as  he 
had  done  others  before  him,  whom  he  had  unjuflly 
put  to  Death  for  the  fame  Caufe,  but  fent  him  to 
Prifon  only  to  punifli  his  Ralhnefs,  as  he  call'd  it ;  . 
the  principal  Subjects  of  Ven  vang,  hearing  of  his  Im- 
prifonment,  immediately  refolved  to  fend  a  Prefent  to 
the  Emperor  to  induce  him  to  releafe  him,  and,  c- 
mong  other  things,  fcnt  him  a  young  Girl  of  very 
great  Beauty ;  Tcheou  was  fo  taken  with  her  Charms 
that  he  immediately  ordered  Fen  vang  to  be  fet  at  Li* 
berty,  whofe  Joy  was  doubled,  in  that  he  not  only 
obtained  his  Freedom,  but  at  the  fame  time  was  re» 
mov'd  from  fo  corrupt  a  Court. 

Altho  Ven  vang  was  Sovereign  of  a  fmall  State, 
yet  he  was  as  much  refpefted  and  eftecmM  diroiigh- 
out  the  whole  Empire,  as  Tcheou  was  hated  and  de- 
fpis'd :  This  high  Efteem  he  had  acquired  by  his 
great  Love  of  Juftice,  Meeknefs,  Modclly,  T'luga- 
lity,  Love  of  Learning,  and  great  Application  to 
publick  Affairs, 

The  Reputation  which  he  had  acquIrM  v/as  fo 
grcat^  th^t  forty  tributary  Prince$  chofe  lum  for  rlunr 
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Sovereign,     thinking  that   he   alone    could  put  a 
Stop  to  the  Evils  with  which  the  Empire  was  then 
afflifted ;  but  he  died  before  he  could  put  that  De- 
fign  in  Execution,  leaving  his  Principality  and   his 
Riches  to  his  fecond  Son,   called  Vou  vangy   whom 
he  pl-efcrrM  to  his  eldeft,  bec^ufc  he  would  not  en- 
ter into  his  Views  of  dethroning  the  Emperor  ;  ^cr 
his  Father's  Death,  he  retir'd  beyond  the  River  Tang 
tfe   kiang  towards   the  Borders  of   Se  tcbuetiy    and 
foundc(d  the  two  Kingdoms  of  Tue  and  IJou. 
Year  be-       Mean  while  Tcbeou  became  more  and  more  odious 
for«  ChriH,  ^^  j^jg  Subjefts,  who  groaned  under  his  Tyrannical 
^^^^'       Government:     One  of  his  Uncles,   feeing  that  he 
was  running  headlong  to  his  Ruin,   made  Remon* 
ftrances  to  him  on  his  ill  Gonduft,    whereupon  the 
Emperor    condemned    him  to  Peath  immediately, 
which  he  muft  have  fuffer'd,    had  he  not  counter- 
feited Madnefi ;    however,   he  kept  him  in  Prifon 
fome  time,  to  try  whether  it  was  real  or  pretended, 
but  the  Uncle  afted  his  Part  fo  well,  that  he  deceived 
the  Tyrant,  and  faved  his  Life.     He  caufed  alfo  a* 
npther  of  his  Uncles  to  be  immediately  ftrangled  up- 
on the  fame  Account,  whofe  Heart  he  order'd  to  be 
brought  before  him,  which  he  examined  widi  great 
Nicety,  more  to  latiate  his  Vengeance  than  to  latisfy 
his  Curiofity. 

Such  ftrange  Inhumanity,  carry'd  to  fuch  a  Length, 
provok'd  at  laft  the  whole  Empire  to  revolt :  The 
Princes  and  Grandees  intreated  Fou  vang  to  put  him- 
felf  at  the  Head  of  an  Army,  and  to  march  againft . 
the  Tyrant,  promifingto  fiirnifh  him  with  what  Forces 
Should  be  neceflary. 

The  Emperor  hearing  of  it  put  himfelf  at  the 
Head  of  a  much  more  numerous  Army,  and  mju'ch- 
ed  againft  his  Enemies;  but  fcarcely  was  the  Sig- 
nal of  Battle  given,  but  the  greater  Part  of  the 
Imperial  Army  threw  down  their  Arms,  and  join'd 
f^ou  vang. 

7'cbeou 
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Tcbfou^  finding  that  he  was  betray'd,  fled  to  his 
Metropolis,  and  retiring  to  his  Palace  fct  it  on  fire, 
that  he  might  not  fall  into  the  Hands  of  a  rebel- 
lious Subjed ;  this  happened  the  fixteenth  Year  of  the 
Cycle :  Through  the  Care  that  was  taken  to  extm- 
guifh  the  Fire  one  half  of  the  Palace  was  faved, 
and  Fou  vang  entred  it  as  Conqueror,  where  the 
firft  Objeft  which  he  met  with  was  the  Emprefs  Ta 
kiay  whom  he  immediately  flew  with  his  Sword. 
Hereupon  the  tributary  Princes,  and  the  Grandees  of 
the  Empire,  unanimoufly  elefted  him  Emperor,  and 
he  became  the  firfl:  Founder  of  the  Third  Dynafty, 
called  Tcbeou  *. 


mm 
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^he  J*bird  Dynafty^  called  Tcbeou,  which  com^ 
prebends  the  Reign  of  "Thirty-five  Emperors^ 
within  the  Space  2/"  8 1 3  Tears. 

Vou  vang,  the  Firft  Emperor^  reigned  y  Tears, 

•J^  H I S  new  Emperor  fixed  the  Seat  of  his  Em- 
pire  in  the  Metropolis  of  the  Province  of  Chen 
fXy  now  called  Si  ngan :  He  began  his  Reign  with 
oiBfering  Sacrifices  to  the  Lord  of  Heaven,  and  re- 
eftablifliing  the  Laws  and  Cuftoms  which  his  Prede- 
^eflbr  had  in  fbme  meiafure  ^bolifhed. 

He  confulted  Ks  tfon^  the  Uncle  of  the  Tyrant,- 
who  had  counterfeit^  Madnefs  to-  fave  his  Life,  vx 
Affairs  of  State,  Politicks,  and  Aftronomy,  whofe 
Inflruftions  to  the  Emperor  are  to  be  feen  in  a  Book 
called  Cbu  king^  of  which  we  fliall  fpeak  hereafter ; 
and  he  rewarded  this  Qreat  Man,  by  giving  him  and' 

*  The  Namt  of  this  Dynafty  is  fropounced  differently  from  tbejkme 
Name  of  the  late  Emperor. 

his 
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'  his  Poftcrity  the  Kingdom  of  Corey  for  a  Sovereignty 
and  made  it  in  a  manner  independant :  He  alio  erefted 
fifteen  Principalities,  which  he  gave  to  fifteen  of  his  Re- 
lations, bellowed  great  Rewards  on  his  Minifters,  and 
rais'd  feme  to  the  higheft  Honours  and  Preferments  of 
the  Empire,  particularly  his  Prime  Minifter  Tcheou  kong^ 
for  whom  he  had  a  very' great  Regard.  He  governed 
his  People  with  the  Tendernefs  of  a  Father,  and  was 
indefatigable  in  publick  Affairs  to  the  Day  of  his 
Death,  which  happened  the  twenty-third  Year  of  the 
Cycle,     He  was  fucceeded  by  his  Son  Tching  varg. 

Tching  vang,  the  Second  Emperor y  reigned  3,7  Tears. 

THE  tender  Years  of  this  Prince  when  he  afcend- 
cd  the  Throne^  rendered  him  incapable  qf  Governing,^ 
but  his  Uncle  ^cbeou  kong^  who  was  Prime  Minifter, 
and  whofe  Virtue  was  generally  acknowledged,  took 
upon  him  the  Care  both  of  the  Empergr  and  the 
Empire,  and  governed  with  great  Wifdom  and  Pru- 
dence, 

Ncverthelefs  his  Virtues  could  not  fcreen  him  from 
the  Envy  of  his  Enemies,  who  perfuaded  the  young 
Prince  that  his  Uncle  defignM  to  ufurp  the  Imperial 
Dignity,  which  the  Minifter  hearing  of'  took  a  Re- 
folution  of  retiring  from  Court,  which  was  a  great 
Affliction  to  all  good  Men,  who  were  convinced  of 
his  Probity,  and  Zeal  for  the  Welfare  of  his  Ne- 
phew. 

The  young  Emperor  was  very  well  pleas'd  to  be 
from  under  the  Tuition  of  his  Uncle,  and  took  up- 
on him,  with  great  Joy,  the  Government  of  the 
Empire,  till  Experience,  and  ill  SuCcefs,  made  him 
fenfible  of  his  own  Incapacity  of  fupportihg  fuch  a 
Weight,  Having  ordered  the  fecret  Records  of  the 
Empire  to  be  read  to  him,  in' order  to  make  tliem 
the  Standing  Rule  of  his  fiature  Conduft,  he  found, 
among  others,  a  Writing  under  his  Father*s  own 
Hand,  in  which  he  related  the  generous  Aftion  of 
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Tcbtou  kongy  when  at  the  Time  of  his  Sicknefe,  which 
happened  in  the  fecond  Year  of  his  Reign,  he 
had  not  only  offer'd  Sacrifices  for  his  Recovery^ 
but  alfo.had  publickly  ofFer'd  his  own  Life  to  Hca* 
vcn,  to  prefer ve  that  of  Fou  vang. 

After  reading  the  Writing,  Tcbing  vang  was  fo 
fenfibly  affeifted  with  this  lingular  Love  of  a  Sub- 
jedt  towards  his  Sovereign,  that  he  went  hinifelf  to 
the  place  where  Tcheou  kong  had  retir'd  and  iiv'd  in 
private,  intreating  him  not  to  forfake  him,  but  to  help 
and  aflift  him  with  his  Counfel,  and  brought  him  di- 
redkly  to  Court  with  him,  and  reinftated  him  in  his  for- 
mer Honours  and  Dignities.  The  Emperor  afterwards 
follow'd  the  Counfel  of  this  wife  Minifter,  which 
made  him  admir'd  as  well  abroad  as  at  home,  and 
occafion*d  the  King  of  Cocbinchina  to  fend  Ambafla- 
dors  to  him,  to  congratulate  him  on  his  Happincft 
pf  having  fo  wife  a  Minifter  as  T^cheou  kong.  Thefe 
Ambafl&dors  were  received  with  the  higheft  Marks  of 
Efteem  and  Friendlhip. 

After  they  had  had  their  Audience  of  Leave  in  order 
to  return  to  their  own  Country,  Tcheou  kong  gave  thenl 
.an  Inftrument,  which  on  one  fide  pointed  towards  the 
North,  and  on  the  oppofite  fide  towards  the  Souths 
to  d\rt&  them  better  on  their  way  home,  than  they 
had  been  direfted  in  coming  to  China.  This  Inftru- 
XMTA  was  called  Tcbj,  nan^  which  is  the  fame  Name  at 
the  Cbinefi  now  call  the  Sea  Compafs  by  :  This  has 
jgivcn  Occafion  to  think  that  Tcheou  kong  vr^iS  the  In- 
veRtor  of  the  Compafs. 

This  great  Minifter  died  the  thirty  third  Year  of 
the  Cycle,  jn  the  hundredth  Year  of  his  Age ;  and  thd 
Emperor,*  to  fhew  the  great  Regard  he  had  for  him, 
caufcd  him  to  be  buried  near  his  Father's  Tomb,  . 
with  the  fame  Dbfequjes  as  lyere  cuftom^ry  at  the 
Interments  of  th^  Emperors. 

Sometime  after  the  Empqror  a^ffembled  the  States  of 

the  Empire^  and  ordered  that  every  Prince  fliould  be 
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obliged  to  forbid  the  immoderate  Ufc  of  Wine  in  his 
Dominions,  as  being  the  Source  of  infinite  Misfor- 
tunes. This  Prince  died  the  fiftieth  Year  of  the  Cy- 
cle, and  left  his  Crown  to  his  Son  called  Kang  vang. 

Kang  vang,  the  Jiird  Emperor^  reigned  26  Tears. 

Cyde  22.      THIS  Emperor  was  very  peaceably  inclined,  and 

Year  be-    his  Reign  was  free  from  Wars  both  at  home  and  a- 

fcre  Chrift  broad,  and  from  thence  he  was  fumamed  the  Pact" 

«o77*      jick :    He  was  a  great  Lover  of  Agriculture,  which 

was  brought  to  great  Perfeftion  in  his  Days.     He 

died  the  twenty  fifth  Year  of  the  Cycle,  and  was  liic- 

ceeded  by  his  Son  fcbao  vang. 

Tchao  vang,  the  Fourth  Emperor^  reigned  5 1  Tears. 

ONE  fingle  Paflion,  to  which  this  Prince  was  in- 
tirely  devoted,  eclipied  all  his  Virtues.  He  was  fo  gi- 
ven to  Hunting  that  he  neglected  intirely  the  Af- 
fairs of  the  Empire,  being  continually  engaged  in 
that  Exercife,and  followed  by  an  Army  of  Hunters  and 
Dogs,  which  fpoiled  the  whbleCountr^,  and  ruined  his 
People,  who  were  continually  lamenting  to  fee  their 
fineft  Harvefts  overrun  by  Horfes  and  D(^.  This 
ill  Condu6t  drew  an  univerfal  Hatred  upon  him,  and 
brought*  him  to  an  untimely  Death,  for  his  Subjefts 
Cyde  23.  conlpired  againft  his  Life,  and  invented  the  following 
Year  be-  Stratagem  to  prevent  their  being  difcovcr*d.  Know- 
ibie  Chrift  ing  Aat  die  Emperor  in  returning  from  hunting 
io»7-  was  obliged  to  crofs  a  River  which  was  pretty  broad, 
and  that  there  were  Boats  ordered  to  wait  upon  him, 
they  prepared  one  fo  built  that  they  knew  it  would 
immediately  fell  in  Pieces ;  the  Emperor  went  into  it 
with  fome  of  his  Nobles,  and  before  they  had  got  to 
the  middle  of  the  River,  the  Boat  feparated  and  funk 
at  once,  and  the  Emperor  and  all  his  Attendants 
were  drowned.  Thus  perifhed  this  Prince  the  fiicteenth 
Year  of  this  Cycle,  and  was  fucceedcd  by  his  Son 
Mo  vang. 

Ir 
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It  is  faid  that  in  the  fixtecnth  Year  of  his  Reign, 
and  the  forty  firft  of  the  Cycle,  the  Author  of  the  a- 
bominable  Se6t  of  BonzeeSj  and  of  the  Doftrine  of 
Metempfychofis^  was  bom  in  Indian  whofe  Name  was 
Fo.  This  Idolatrous  Scft  was  firft  introduced  into 
this  Empire  the  fixty  fifth  Year  after  Chrift,  under 
the  Protection  of  the  Empefor,  which  fliall  be  related 
in  its  proper  Place. 

Mo  vang,  the  fifth  Emperor ^  reigtfd  55  Tears. 

THE  great  Virtues  of  this  Prince,  and  Dilpo- 
lition  to  do  Juftice,  foon  gain'd  him  the  AfFeftion 
of  his  Subjcfts.  Some  of  the  Barbarians  of  the  Sou- 
thern Parts  having  revolted,  he  fent  an  V^^rmy  againft 
them,  commanded  by  KaofoUj  who  entirely  defeated 
them ,  and  the  Emperor  rewarded  him  with  the  Prin- 
cipality of  Tcbao  in  the  Province  of  Cbanfi. 

This  Succels  encouraged  him  to  lead  his  viftori- 
ous  Arms  againft  the  Tartars  ^^  his  Son-in-law  en-- 
deavour*d  to  diffuade  him  fi'om  it,  which  he  gave 
no  Attention  to,  but  march'd  at  the  Head  of  a  power- 
ful Army  to  the  Borders  of  Tartary.  The  Tartars 
hearing  of  his  March,  withdrew  into  the  Heart  of 
their  Country,  with  their  Tents  and  Catdc  :  The 
Emperor  finding  no  Enemies  to  fight  with  was 
obliged  to  return,  after  having  fatigu'd  and  impaired 
his  Army  with  long  and  troublefome  Marches. 

Foy  the  Author  of  the  Idolatrous  Seft  mentioned  Q^  *4- 
before,  died  in  India  the  ninth.  Year  of  the  Cycle.    P"^ 


The  Emperor  died  the  eleventh  Year  of  theCy- 
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cle,  and  was  fucceeded  by  his  Son  Kong  vang. 

Kong  vang,  the  Sixth  Emperor^    rAgrfd  12  Tears. 

THIS  Prince  b^n  his  Reign  with  an  Action 
fo  cmel  and  barbarous,  that  it  would  have  been  a 
perpetfial  Blot  upon  him,  if  his  future  Condu(ft  had  not 
gr^y  madie  amends  for  it. 

He 
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He  often  ufed  to  walk  by  the  fide  of  a  Lake, 
which  was  in  a  Country  called  Mte^  where  the  fineft 
Women  of  the  Country  frequently  walked,  with 
three  of  whom  he  fell  defperately  in  Lx)ve,  but  they 
being  warned  of  the  Danger  they  were  in  abfented 
themlelves,  and  went  no  more  to  the  Walk  :  With 
this  the  Emperor  was  fo  enraged,  that  he  command- 
ed all  the  Inhabitants  of  Mxe  to  be  immediately  maf- 
lacred.  He  repented  this  cruel  A6tion  all  the  Days 
of  his  Life,  and  performed  many  great  Afts  of  Ju- ' 
fticc  and  Equity,  which  took  off  the  Odium  that  it 
had  brought  upon  him,  and  made  him  rank'd  a- 
mongft  the  beft  of  Princes.  He  died  the  twenty 
third  Year  of  the  Cycle,  and  was  fucceeded  by  his 
Son  Ye  vang. 

Ye  vang,  the  Seventh  Emperor ^  reigned  25  Tears. 

THE  Memory  of  this  Prince  had  been  buried 
with  him,  if  his  Negligence  had  not  given  the  Poets 
of  his  Time  matter  of  Rallery,  by  whofe  fatirical 
Defer iptions  he  is  only  known.  He  died  in  the  forty 
eighth  Year  of  the  Cycle,  being  defpifed  of  all  Men, 
and  without  being  able  to  fecure  the  Crown  to  his 
Children,  his  Brother  Hiao  vang  ufurping  it  by  Vio- 
lence. 

Hiao  vang,  the  Eighth  Emperor^  reigned  15  Tears 0 

THIS  Ufurper  maintained  himfelf  peaceably  onr 
^  ^  <he  Throne  by  his  Merit  and  Addrefs- :  He  'was  o* ' 
ver  fond  of  Horfes,  and  fpent  large  Sums  of  Money 
in  keeping  and  buying  great  Numbers  of  them  ;  and 
Ae  gave  a  Sovereignty  to  one  Ft  cbou,  a  Groom 
whom  he  highly  efteemM  for  his  Skill  in  his  Bufinefs, 
which  in  time  proved  to  be  the  Ruin  of  his  Family  -, 
for  one  of  the  Off-fpring  of  this  Groom  was  the 
Founder  of  the  following  Dynafty,.  as  fhall  be  flbew^d 
hereafter.  Hiao  vang  died  the  thii'd  Ycai"  of  the  Cy- 
clc>  and  Tvang  fucceeded  himi* 
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Y  Vang,  the  Ninth  Emperor ^  reined  1 6  Tears. 

T  JI E  Irrcgukrities  of  this  Prince's  Condu6V,  and 
his  want  of  Judgn;ient,  rendered  him  contemptible  ta 
all  hi;^  Subjcdts  ;  he  was  fo  timorous,  that  he  could 
neither  makei  any  anfwer  to  his  Minifters  when  they 
came  to  him  for  Orders^  nor  give  Audience  to  foreign 
Ambafladors,  nor  receive  inpublick  the  Homages  of 
tributary  Princes.  He  died  the  nineteenth  Year  o£ 
the  Cycle,  and  was  fucceeded  by  his  Son  Li  vang. 

Lia  vang,  the  Tenth  Emperor^  reigned  51  Tears. 

THIS  Prince  was  proud,  felf  conceited,  prodi- 
gal and  cruel ;  the  Wealth  of  his  Subjects,  which  he 
djrew  from  them  through  Exaftions,  could  fcarccly' 
fatisfy  his  Paffion  for  Riches,  which  he  fpent  laviih- 
ly  and  without  Judgment :  The  Mifery  of  his  Suh- 
je6ls  was  extreme,  and  nothing  was  heard  but  Com- 
plaints and  Murmurs.  Thefe  Clamours  and  Repinings 
of  ^n  opprefs'd  People  cmly  increafed  his  Fury,  and 
l^e  punifh'd,  with  the  utmoft  Severity,  thofe  whom  he 
fulpeded  to  be  at  the  Head  of  the  Malecontents. 

As  he  was  confcious  how  odious  he  had  made  himlelf 
to  his  Subjefts,  he  fufpe(5ted  that  all  their  Difcourfe 
was  on  his  ill  Condu^,  and  therefore  he  forbid  them, 
on  Pain  of  Death  to  co;iver(e  together,  or  evea. 
whilper  to  one  another,  fo  that  you  might  fee  all  the 
Inhabitants  walking  the  Streets  with  Eyes  caft  down^ 
in  mournful  Silence,  and  Ihunning  each  other. 

Tcba  kongj  one  of  his  moft  faithful  Minifters,  fre- 
quently advis'd  him  to  defift  from  thefe  arbitrary  Pro- 
ceedings, telling  him  that  the  forced  Silence  of  his> 
Subjefts  feem'd  to  forebode  fomething  more  dangerous, 
than  if  they  had  the  open  Liberty  to  complain. 

The  PrediiSlion  of  this  wife  Minifter  proved  but 
too  true;  the  fifty  fecond  Year  of  the  Cycle  the  de- 
fpairing  People  all  revolted,  and  rulhed  into  the  Im- 
perial I^alacei  in  order  to  aflafiinate  the  Tyrant ;  but 
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not  finding  him  there,  he  having  fled  at  the  firft  Ru^ 
mour  of  the  Tumult,  they  murdered  all  his  Family, 
excepting  his  young^  Son,  whom  Tcbao  kong  had 
fecretly  convey'd  to  his  own  Houle,  in  order  to  con- 
ceal him  from  the  Rage  of  the  Multitude;  but 
hearing  that  one  of  the  Sons  of  the  Emperor  was  con- 
cealed at  Tcbao  kon^s^  they  befieged  lus  Houie,  and 
demanded  him  witii  Threats ;  however  he  refuied  to 
give  him  up,  and  at  lail  delivered  them  his  own  Son 
inftead  of  him,  whole  Throat  they  inhumanly  cut  be- 
fore the  Father's  Face. 

U  vang  henceforward  lived  in  Obfcurity,  a  Wan- 
derer and  Fugitive  :  Tchao  kong  tried  the  utmoft 
of  his  Power  to  appeafe  the  People,  and  to  re-eftablifli 
him  on  the  Throne,  but  he  could  not  fucceed  in  it, 
ib  that  the  Throne  was  vacant  for  fome  Years. 

Suen  vang,  the  Eleventh  Emperor^  reigned  46  Tears. 

Q^  26.  ^  ^  VANG  died  in  his  Exile,  the  Tenth  Year  of 
Year  be-  *  the  Cycle,  and  the  Throne  was  filled  by  the  young 
lbfc|Chrift,  Prince  Suen  vang^  whom  Tcbao  kong  had  (aved  fh)m 
S37.  the  Fury  of  a  revolted  People.  This  Minifter  by  de- 
grees brought  the  People  to  Obedience,  and  to  ac- 
knowledge Suen  vang  Emperor  after  the  Death  of 
his  Father.  As  he  was  then  very  young,  Tcbao  kong 
and  another  Minifter  were  appointed  to  be  his  Tu- 
tors, and  to  take  Care  of  his  Education.  Thefe  two 
Minifters  acquitted  themfelves  of  this  important  Em- 
ploy with  great  Zeal  and  Fidelity,  and  their  Royal 
Pupil  was  equally  tradable  on  his  Part.  He  recalled 
to  Court  numbers  of  wife  Men  and  Philofophers,' 
who  either  through  the  Cruelty  or  ill  Condudt  of 
tha  former  Emperors  had  been  obliged  to  retire  into 
Deferts  and  Mountains. 

Some  of  the  Nations,  who  were  to  the  Southward  of 
Cbinaj  near  the  great  River  Tang  tfe  kiang,  having 
taken  the  Advantage  of  the  Independency  in  which 
they  lived,  plundered  the  Neighbouring  Provinces, 
agaunft  whom  Suen  vang  fent  an  Army  commanded 

by 
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by  excellent  Officers,  who  forced  them  to  fubmit  to 
tlie  Laws  and  Cuftoms  of  the  Empire. 

This  Prince  died  the  fifty-fixth  Year  of  the  Cycle, 
and  his  Son  Teou  vang  fucceedcd  him.  " 

Yeou  vang,  the  Twelfth  Emperor ^  reigned  1 1  Tears. 

THIS  Prince  had  none  of  the  good  Qualities 
which  were  admir*d  in  his  Father,  but  had  very  great 
Faults,  which  made  him  contemptible  to  his  People. 

He  was  defperately  in  love  with  a  Concubine  called  Cydc  if. 
Pao  jffee^  for  whofe  Sake  he  put  away  the  Emprcfs  Year  be- 
and  her  Son,  who  was  the  lawful  Heir  to  the  Crown,  foreChrift, 
in  order  to  put  in  his  Place  the  Son  which  he  had  '^'^'^^ 
by  his  Concubine :  The  Emprefs,  with  the  Prince  re- 
tired to  his- Uncle,  who  had  the  Government  of  the 
Province  of  Chenji. , 

Notwithftanding  this  Teou  vang  had  fio  great  Plea- 
fure  in  the  Enjoyment  of  his  beloved  Pao  Jfee^  be- 
caufe  Ihe  was  naturally  of  a  very  fplenetick  and  me- 
lancholy Temper,  altho*  he  had  recourfe  to  all  forts 
of  Amufements  that  might  infpire  her  with  Gaiety 
and  Mirth. 

He  was  then  at  War  with  the  Eaftefn  Tartars^  and 
had  given  Orders  that  when  the  Soldiers  faw  Fires 
lighted  they  fhould  immediately  take  to  their  Arms, 
and  attend  his  Perlbn.  This  Signal,  which  was  never 
ufed  but  in  cafe  of  Neceffity,  he  looked  on  as  a  pro- 
per Diverfion  for  the  Objed:  of  his  Love,  who  was 
highly  delighted  to  fee  the  Hurry  that  the  Soldiers 
were  in  to  run  to  the  Emperor  when  the  Fires  were 
lighted,  in  order,  as  they  thought,  to  defend  him  a- 
gainft  the  Enemy,  and  then  to  fee  how  furpriz'd  and . 
aftonifh'd  they  look'd  at  their  Difappoiiitment,  after 
all  their  needlefs  Flutter  and  Fatigue. 

Neverthelefs  the  Emperor  was  difpleas'd  that  his 
Son  had  abandoned  him,  and  fent  an  Order  to  his 
Brother  to  bring  him  to  him  immediately  :  His  Bro- 
ther anfwcr'd,  that  he  would  obey  his  Orders  as  foon 
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as  the  young  Prince  ihould  be  declared  lawfal  Heir 
of  the  Empire  ;  which  fo  provok'd  Teou  vang-^  that 
he  immediately  declared  War  i^ainft  him. 

This  Prince,  no^  being  in  a  Condition  to  ftand  out 
againft  the  Forces  of  the  Emperor,  join'd  the  Tartars^ 
and  in  the  night-time  attacked  the  Imperial  Camp : 
The  Fires  were  immediately  lighted,  but  as  this  Sig- 
nal had  deceived  the  Soldiers  fo  often  before,  diey 
difregarded  it,  and  look'd  on  it  as  the  ordinary  Diver- 
lion  of  Pao  jfee :  In  the  mean  time  the  Camp  was 
forc'd,  and  the  Emperor  flain.  This  happened  the 
feventh  Year  of  the  Cycle,  and  Ping  vang  his  Son 
fucceeded  him  in  the  Empire. 

Ping  vang,  the  iTnrteenth  Emperor ^  reigned  51  Tears. 

THE  TariarSy  who  were  introduced  into  the  Em- 
pire, took  advantage  of  the  Confiifion  which  the  Em- 
peror's Death  had  caufcd  among  the  Cbinefi  Troops ; 
they  plundered  wherever  they  came,  and  made  divers 
Conqucfts.  The  tributary  Princes  being  alarm'd  at 
it,  united  their  Forces  in  order  to  oppofe  them,  and 
prevent  their  own  Ruin :  Among  thefe  Confederate 
Princes,  the  Kings  of  Tftfi  and  of  Ouei  diftinguUh*d 
themfelves  for  their  Valour,  and  drove  the  Tartars 
from  the  Conquefts  they  had  made. 

THIS  Succels  put  an  end  to  a  foreign  War,  but 
gave  rife  to  civil  Commotions  more  dangerous  than 
that:  Thefe  two  Kings  kept  in  their  Pofleffion  the 
Conquefts  of  which  they  had  deprived  the  Tartars^ 
and  refused  to  pay  Homage  to  the  Emperor,  under 
,  colour  that  he  had  lent  them  no  Affiftance.  This 
Example  produced  fatal  Conlequences,  which  the  Em- 
peror brought  on  himfelf,  by  removing  his  Court  fix)m 
the  Province  of  Chen  Ji  to  that  of  Ho  nan. 

This  Caution  was  imputed  to  the  Fear  wherewith  the 
melancholy  Fate  of  his  .Father  had  infpir*d  him  ;  and 
it  was  not  doubted  but  his  retiring  farther  from  the 
Neighbourhood  of  the  Tartars^  ihew'd  he  was  more 

careful 


careful  of  his  own  Pfrifon  than  of  the  Safety  of  the 
Empire :  Several  tributary  Princes  followed  the  Ex- 
amples of  the  Kings  of  Tfi  and  Oueij  and  made  them- 
&lvcs  independanL.    .  • 

There  were  three  ei^^ecially  that  fignalizM  them- 
ielves  by  their  Ufrnpaticms,  and  founded  three  confi- 
derable  Kingdoms,  The  King  of  Tft  toc^  the  Southern 
Part  of  the  Province  of  Chan  tong :  The  King  of  Tfcu 
feiz*d  the  Provinces  of  Hou  quang  and  Kiang  fij 
and  the  King  of  Tftn  ufurp'd  the  greater  Part  of  the 
Province  of  Chen  Ji*  Twfe  three  Princes  having 
now  no  Matter  faUow!d  the  Didates  of  their  Ambi-^ 
ticMi,  and  fecking  to  enlarge  their  Dominions  madd 
War  againft  each  other ;  the  Emperor  indeed  cndea-" 
vour'd  to  put  A  Stop  to  thefe  Diforders,  and  enjoyn*d 
them  to  livjc  in  Peace,  but  they  defpifed  his  Authority^ 

Thefe  War  a  laftcd  ievcral  Ages,  and  were  not 
>(3tded  in  the  Tifioe  jo^  the  celebrated  Philofopher  C^»- 
fucius^  who  from  hence  bcgbs  his  ,Hiftory,  which  bef 
has  intituled  Tcifun  fftoUi 

The  Emperor  died  the  fifty-eighth  Year  of  the-  Cy- 
cle, and  was  fucceeded  by  Bman  vang  his  Brothei^s 
Son^ 

Houan  Vang^  the  fourtemtb  Zv^erori  reigned 

twenty-three  Tears. 

HOU  AN  VANG  afccnded  the  Throne  at  this  Cycle  f?. 
difficult  Conjunfture,   and  carneftly  endeavoured  to  Year  be- 
bring  the  tributary  Princes  to  their  Obedience  by  foreChritf;^ 
gentle  Means;  but  they  proving  ineffeftual  he  had 7" 7- 
recourfe  to  Arms,  which  Method  was  as  unfucceisful 
as  the  former^  for  he  was  wounded  and  his  Army  de- 
feated ;     fo   that  finding    his   Endeavours   to    re- 
cftablilh  his  Authority  in  the  revolted  Provinces  were 
in  ^in,  he  was  oblig'd  to  content  himfelf  with  pre- 
ferring the  Provinces  that  acknowledg^^d  hirp :   Hcf 
died  the  twenty -firft  Year  of  the  Gycle^  and  his  Sort 
TchuMg  vang  fucceeded  him. 

Y  a  Tchuang^ 
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Tchuang  vang,  the  Fifteenth  Emperor^  reined 

fifteen  Tears^ 

THIS  Prince  came  to  the  Crown  contrary  to 
the  Will  of  his  Father,  and  feveral  of  his  Minifters, 
the  late  Emperor  having  named  for  his  Succeflbr  the 
Son  of  one  of  his  Concubines,  called  Keou ;  but  one 
of  the  principal  Perfons  of  the  Court  perfuaded  the 
Grandees,  and  many  Minifters  of  State,  to  acknow- 
ledge for  Emperor  Tchuang  vang  the  lawful  Heir. 

Notwithftanding  this  Keou  had  a  Party  on  his  Side, 
which  form'd  a  Confpiracy  in  his  Favour  that  was 
three  Years  before  it  was  difcover'd,  die  Chief 
of  the  Confoirators  being  one  of  the  Council,  and 
a  Perfon  of  Credit:  The  Minifter,  who  had  ta- 
ken fo  much  Pains  to  place  Tchuafig  vang  on  the 
Throne,  perfuaded  him  to  take  no  Notice  tlut  he  was 
acquainted  with  the  Confpiracy,  but  to  fend  for  the 
chief  Confpirator,  as  if  he  wanted  his  Advice  on 
fomc  important  Affair,  and  then  to  have  him^^mur- 
der*d ;  which  was  accordingly  put  in  Execution  by  the 
hands  of  a  Soldier,  who  had  taken  upon  him  to  per- 
form it.  Keou  finding  that  the  Confpiracy  was  dif- 
covered  fled  to  the  King  of  Ten  ;  his  Flight,  and  the 
Death  of  the  chief  Confpirator,  fccured  the  Poflfeflion 
of  the  Crown  to  the  Emperor. 

But  the  revolted  Princes  conftantly  maintained  their 
Independency,  and  even  the  King  of  Xfir  through  the 
Advice  of  his  Calao,  or  Prime  Minifter,  called  ^ent 
tcbuj  got  fuch  Credit  among  thofe  Princes,  that  they 
refpefted  him  as  if  th^y  had  depended  entirely  upon 
him,  and  would  undertake  no  Affair  of  Moment 
without  his  Approbation. 

The  Emperor  dying  in  the  thirty-fixth  Year  of  the 
Cycle,  ^ent  tchu  had  fuch  an  Influence  over  the  Mi- 
nifters and  Grandees  of  the  Empire,  that  he  obtained 
the  Confent  of  the  greater  Number  of  them  in  fa* 
vour  of  Li  vang^  a  Relation  of  his  Matter,  and  dc- 

foended 
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icended  from  a  younger  Brother  of  the  Imperial  Fa- 
mily called  Tcbeouy  and  he  was  accordingly  clefted 
Emperor. 

Li  vangi  the  Sixteenth  Emperor ^  reigned  five  Tears. 

THE  Crown,  by  natural  Right,  defcended  to  one 
of  the  Nephews  of  the  late  Emperor,  but  he  was  ex- 
cluded from  it  by  the  Eledlion  of  Li  vang^  who  was 
fupported  by  the  King  of  7^  his  Relation.  This  tri- 
butary Prince  enlarged  his  rower  to  the  great  Preju- 
dice of  the  Imperial  Authority,  and  ufurp'd  the  Ti- 
tle of  Pa^  that  is  to  fay,  the  Chief  of  other  Princes, 
the  greatdft:  Part  of  whom  acknowledged  him  in  that 
Quality  %  but  this  Title  lafted  but  one  hundred  Years, 
and  then  was  abolilh'd.  Li  vang  died  the  forty-firft 
Year  of  the  Cycle,  and  his  Son  Hoei  vang  fucceeded 
him. 

Hoei  vang,  the  Seventeenth  ^ Emperor ^  reigned 

twenty-five  Tears. 

THE  firft  fix  Years  of  this  Reign  were  peace- 
able, but  this  Tranquillity  was  foon  difturb'd  by  the 
Tartars  who  inhabit  the  North  Part  of  the  Province 
of  Chanfi^  againft  whom  the  Emperor  fent  an  Ar- 
my commanded  by  the  King  of  Tfi  •  This  Army  at- 
tacking them  while  they  were  befieging  Tai  tongfou^ 
gave  them  an  entire  Defeat,  and  forc'd  them  back  in- 
i(>  their  own  Country. 

It  is  faid  that  the  Kingdom  of  Japan  began  to  be 
governed  by  Kings  in  the  fifty-eighth  Year  of  the 
Cycle,  and  the  fixteenth  of  this  Emperor's  Reign. ' 

The  Emperor  died  the  fixth  Year  of  the  Cycle,  Cyde  29. 
and  he  w^s  fucceede^  by  his  eldeft  Son,  called  Siang  Year  be- 

mng.  fbreChrift. 

Siang  vang,  the  Eighteenth  Emperor^  reigned 

thirty-three  Tears* 

SIANG  VANGy  altho*  very  young,  obftrvM 

Y  3  m     , 


^z6  7%e  GtsttL Ah  HisroKit  of 

in  his  Father's  Time,  that  the  King  of  TJi's  Ambi- 
tion was  withont  Bounds,  that  his  Authority  increased 
daily,  and  that  he  aim'd  at  making  himfelf  Mafter 
of  the  Empire  ;  therefore  as  foon  as  this  young  Prince 
had  afcended  the  Throne,  he  refolv'd  to  reftrain  his 
ambitious  Defigns  -,  but  as  he  could  not  effeft  it  by 
force  of  Arms,  he  made  ufe  of  the  following  Strata- 
gem, which  proved  fucccfsful. 

The  King  of  Tftj  through  the  Intrigues  of  hi$ 
Prime  Minifter,  had  aflembled  all  the  Sovereigns  that 
were  fubjcft  to  the  Imperial  Crown  2  This  Aflem- 
bly  was  a  kind  of  Convocation  of  the  State$,  which 
none  but  the  Emperor  had  a  Right  to  fummon ;  his 
Defign  was  to  engage  thefe  Princes  to  acknowledge 
bim  for  their  Sovereign, 

When  the  Time  came  that  the  Aflembly  was  to  he 
Jield,  the  Emperor  fent  a  skilful  Embaflador  thither, 
with  Letters,  to  the  Aflhnbly  2  The  Order  of  the  Ce- 
remony is,  that  when  a  Letter  comes  from  the  Em^ 
peror,  it  Ihould  be  placed  on  a  Table  magnificendy 
gdorn-d,  and  that  the  fame  Honours  fhould  be  paid 
to  it  as  if  the  Emperor  was  prefent ;  before  the  Let- 
ter was  opened,  the  Ceremony  was  perform'd  by  all 
the  tributary  rrinces,  except  the  King  of  5^,  wha 
feemM  to  be.  at  a  ftand  whether  he  fhould  do  it  or 
riot  i  but  lit  laft,  through  the  Advice  of  hfs  Prime 
Minifter,  he  performed  it,  and  by  that  AA  gave  a 
publick  Acknowledgment  of  his  Submiflion  to  the 
Emperor ;  and  this  was  a  great  Step  to  confirm  . 
the  other  Princes  in  a  due  Subjedion  to  the  Eni-^  ' 
peror, 

Siang  vang  was  beginning  to  enjoy  the  Pleafures 
of  Peace,  when  new  Troubles  put  an  end  to  it ;  his 
'  Son,  called  Cho  faiy  left  his  Court  the  fifteenth  Year 
pf  the  Cycle,  went  to  the  King  T/t^  and  put  himfelf 
ynder  his  Proteftion,  and  in  the  mean  time  a  tribu- 
tary Prince  of  the  Province  of  jChen  ft  openlv  re- 
yplted^  but  the  Enlperor  fgon  defeated  hiiij,  witn  the 
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help  of  an  Army  of  Tartars j  for  he  had  married  the 
Daughter  of  their  Chief. 

The  King  of  Xfi  ^^^  ^^  ^koVy  fo  that  being  now 
delivered  from  all  his  Enemies  he  divorced  the 
Daughter  of  the  Chief  of  the  Tartars^  whom  he  had 
marry'd  for  Political  Reafons,  under  pretence  that  Ihe 
was  a  Stranger. 

The  Chief  of  the  ^artars^  being  highly  provoked 
at  this  Affront,  refol  v*d  to  be  reveng'd ;  he  fent  there- 
fore to  Cbojaij  and  promised  to  make  him  Emperor 
if  he  would  join  with  him,  which  he  did,  and  they 
both  carry'd  the  War  into  the  Metropolis  of  the  Em- 
pire, which  the  Emperor  was  obliged  to  quit,  and  fly 
for  his  Life :  Cho  tat  caufed  himfelf  to  be  proclaim- 
ed Emperor,  while  his  Father  wander*d  about  like  a 
Fugitive,  imploring  the  Affiftance  of  the  tributary 
Princes. 

He  received  from  them  the  Succours  he  expeAed, 
with  which  he  form^  two  Armies,  one  of  them  be- 
iie^d  the  Metropoli??,  cnter'd  it  in  Triumph,  and 
puni(h*d  with  Death  the  rebellious  Prince  \  the  other 
Army  defeated  the  "Tartar^  and  re-eftablifh'd  Siang 
vang  upon  the  Throne,  / 

This  Event  happened  the  fei^eritcenth  Year  of  the  Cy- 
'  cle,  when  the  Empire  was  rcftor'd  to  its  former  Splen- 
dour, and  the  Emperor  enjoyM  it  peaceably  to  his 
Death,  which  happened  the  thirty-ninth  Year  of  the 
Cycle,  and  his  Son  King  vang  fuccecded  him. 

King  vang,  the  Nineteenth  Emperor^  reigned 

fix  Tears. 

THE  Empire  began  to  flourifli  when  this  Prince 
took  Pojfreffion  of  it ;  but  his  Reign  was  too  ftiort  for 
the  Good  of  bis  People,  who  were  always  praifing 
his  Mildnefs,  Wifdom,  and  Moderation.  Fie  dy'd* 
the  forty-fifth  Year  of  the  Cycle,  and  left  his  Crown 
to  hi«  Son  ^ang  vang. 

.    Y  4  Qnang 
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Quang  vang,  the  twentieth  Emperor^  reigned 

ftx  Tears. 

THIS  Reign  was  as  fliort,  and  as  much  ap- 
plauded by  the  People  as  the  preceding,  ^ang  vang 
had  inherited  all  the  great  and  good  Qualities  of  his 
Father,  and  the  new  King  of  TJi  was  not  in  a  Car 
pacity  to  caufe  any  Difturbance,  being  hated  of  his 
Subjefts  becaufe  of  his  Cruelties,  and  his  Negligence 
of  the  Government.  The  Emperor  dy'd  the  fifty- 
firft  Year  of  the  Cycle,  and  was  fucc^ed  by  his 
Brother  J'ing  vang. 

Ting  vang,  tk^  Twenty-Jirji  Emperor ^  reigned 

t'^enty-one  Tears. 

THIS  Prince  kept  the  Empire  in  Peace,  and  took 
•   (are  the  Laws  fhould  be  put  in  Execution. 

On  the  fourteenth  Day  of  the  ninth  Month,  in  the 
fifty-fourth  Year  of  the  Cycle,  Lao  kiun  was  born  in 
the  Province  of  Hon  quang ;  he  is  the  Founder  of 
one  of  the  two  principal  Scfts  which  have  infefted 
the  Empire,  and  of  which  I  fhall  fpeak  hereafter. 

His  Opinion  was,  that  the  Soul  died  with  the  Bo- 
dy ;  that  the  Happinefs  of  Man  confifted  in  Volup- 
tuoufheis  ;  and  confining  all  Happinefs  to  this  Life, 
he  pretended  to  have  found  out  a  Way  to  prolong  it 
beyond  its  natural  Courie,  which  Opinion  caufbd 
thefc  Scfts  to  be  called.  The  Se5is  of  Immortals. 
They  were  received  with  Joy  j^y  the  Grandees, 
who  flatter'd  themfelves  that  by  embracing  them  they 
fhould  prolong  their  Days. 

However,  there  is  reaibn  to  believp  that  the  Foun- 
der of  this  impious  Seft  confefs'd  a  Supreme  Being, 
which  he  called  Tao ;  for  he  fays,  in  one  of  his  Trea- 
tifcs.  That  this  ^ao  has  no  Name  that  is  fuitable  to 
him;  that  he  created  the  Heaven  and  the  Earth; 
f hat  he  is  incorporeal ;  and  that,  tho'  he  is  himfcif 
jmmovcable,  he  gives  Motion  to  all  things :     This 

has 
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has  occafion'd  fome  to  think,  that  his  Dodrines  have  * 
beai  corrupted  by  his  Difciples.    He  dy*d  at  the  Age 
of  eighty-four  Years. 

THIS   Emperor  dy'd  the  twelfth  Year  of  the  Cycle  30, 
'  Cycle,  and  his  Son  Kien  vang  fucceed«i  him,  foreChrilL 

Kien  vang,  the  T!wenty-ficond  Emperor^  reigned         597- 

fourteen  Tears. 

THIS  Prince,  by  his  Wifdom  and  Prudence, 
preferv'd  the  Grandeur  and  Glory  of  the  Empire ;  and 
in  his  Rdgn  two  dangerous  Opinions  of  the  Philoibr 
phers  b^^,  which  made  a  great  Noife,  and  were 
both  of  them  refuted. 

Thefe  two  Philolbphers  Names  were  Tang  and 
Me ;  the  former  faid.  That  all  Men  Ihould  be  loved 
^  alike,  as  well  Strangers  as  thofe  that  were  nearefl:  a- 
kin  5  the  latter  would  have  every  Man  to  mind  no 
body  but  himfelf,  nor  be  concerned  about  the  Wel- 
fere  of  the  reft  of  Mankind,  nor  even  of  the  Em- 
peror himfelf. 

Hiftory  docs  not  mention  the  Kingdom  of  Ou  till 
this  Reign,  it  is  now  called  The  Province  of  Kiang 
nan. 

The  Emperor  died  the  twenty-fixth  Year  of  the 
Cycle,  and  was  fucceeded  by  his  Son  called  Ling  vang. 

Lii?g  vang,  the  twenty-third  Em^or^  reigned 
\  twenty-feven  Tears. 

I       THE    C&«i^  Hiftory  relates,   that  this  Prince 
I    was  born  with  Hair  on  his  Head,  and  a  Beard  on  his  ^ 

Chin  \  and  he  is  chiefly  prais*d  for  his  Wifdom  and 
Prudence  in  having  preicrv'd  his  Authority,  and  the 
Peace  of  the  Empire,  when  all  the  tributary  Princes 
were  at  War  againft  each  6thcr. 

The  forty-fevcnth  Year  of  this  Cycle  was  remark- 
able for  the  Birth  of  Confucius^  whom  the  Cbinefe  re-  / 
fpeft  as  the  greateft  Philofopher  of  their  Nation  :  He 
wa§  born  in  the  Province  of  Chan  tongy  the  fourth 

^  Day 
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Day  of  the  eleventh  Month :  His  Fadicr  died  whdi 
he  was  but  three  Years  oldy  whole  Name  was  Cbo 
leang  bo,  and  was  Firft  Minifter  in  the  Principa- 
lity of  T/ou.  The  Empe^Dr  died  the  fifty-third  Year 
of  the  Cycle,  and  was  fuccccded  by  his  Son  called 
King  vang. 

King  vang,  the  Twenty-fourth  Emferoty  reigned 

twenty-Jive  Tears. 

THIS  Ennpcror  is  blam'd  for  his  great  Negli- 
gence of  the  Government  of  the  Empire,  which  oc- 
cafion'd  that  the  King  of  Qu  fent  no  Ambafedors  to 
the  Imperial  Court,  but  to  the  Court  of  Xing  louy  who 
was  of  the  Family  of  Tcbcou. 
Cjrdc  31.      Confucius  marry'd,  beii^  nineteen  Years  of  Age, 

^^K*ft  ^^  fliw^y  ^^^  ^  divorc^  his  Wife,  that  he  niJ^ht 
fcrcChriJt,  ^^^^^j  j^j^  Studies  with  greater  Application,  and  in  a 

^^^*  few  Years  he  made  fuch  a  Progrds  in  them,  that  he 
became  the  moft  learned  Dodor  of  the  Empire. 

He  died  the  eighteenth  Year  of  the  Cycle,  and  wz$ 
fijcceeded  by  his  Son,  called  Menvang :  This  Prince 
rcign'd  but  few  Months,  in  which  time  he  had  a  Son 
born,  whofe  Birth  gave  Life  to  two  notorious  Faftions 
VI  the  Empire. 

The  Grandees  of  the  Court  declared  this  new-born 
Child  Emperor,  and  named  Guardians  to  govern 
the  Empire  in  his  Minority,  while  fome  of  the  Go- 
vernors of  the  Provinces  proclaimed  the  Brother  of 
'J^^g  'vang  Emperor:  They  proceeded  to  take  up 
iVirnis,  but  this  laft  Faftion  being  the  ftrongcft,  took 
tjhe  Metropolis,  and  plac'd  King  vang  on  the  Throne, 
and  tho'  his  Name  is  the  lame  as  his  Brother's,  yet  k 
is  written  in  different  Charafters,  and  has  a  different 
Signification, 

King  vang,  the  Twenty-fifth  Emperor.,  reigned 

forty-four  Tears. 

CONFUCIUS  had  attain'd  already  fijch  great 

Repu- 
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Reputation,  fliat  he  tiras  foUow'd  by  three  tboufend 
JDifciples,  of  which  feventy  two  were  diftinguifli'd  by 
their  Learfling ;  and  in  this  laft  Ntimbef  there  wci^ 
ten,  who  were  fo  accompliflied  in  all  forts  of  Know- 
ledge, that  they  were  called  by  way  of  excellenec  TAe 
f^n  Philofofhers. 

The  thirty-eighth  Year  of  the  Cycfc  Confucius  wai 
preferred  to  be  Prime  Minifter  of  the  Kingdom '  of 
ZjOu^  his  Native  Country  ;   Through  his  wife  Coiuir 
ielsthe  Face  of  Affairs  changed  >  Candour,  Jufticc, 
Equity,  and  all  other  civil  Virtues  flourilh'd  during 
his  Adminiftration,  which  continued  not  very  long, 
the  King  of  Lou  having  given  himfelf  up  to  all  forts 
of  VoJuptuoufnels  to  plcafe  a  Miftrefs,  which  the  Mi- 
nifter of  the  King  of  y //?,  who  had  murder*d  his  Ma--  . 
fter  and  ufurp'd  the  Crown,  had  fent  him  for  a  Pre- 
fent.     - 

Confucius  finding  that  he  could  not  long  prefervc 
Juftice,  Equity  and  good  Order,  and  that  the  Kii^ 
would  no  longer  follow  his  good  Advice  and  Cbun<^ 
ie!s,  layM  down  his  Place  of  Prime  Minifter,  and  re-^ 
tir^d  Out  of  the  Kingdom, 

The  War  among  the  tributary  Princes  ftill  conti- 
ittied  J  the  King  of  Ou  was  deftroyM  by  the  Kbg  of 
Tue,  The  fifty-fecond  Year  of  the  Cycle,  the  Fanndly 
of  ffao^  who  had  had  twenty  five  Kings  in  the  Spaed 
of  fix  hundred  and  thirty  fix  Years,  was  entirely  cx-^ 
tinguifh'd  by  the  King  of  Song,  Confucius  ends  a- 
bout  this  Time  the  Hiftory  of  the  Wars  of  the  tri- 
butary Princes,  which  had  lafted  two  hundred  Years, 
Confucius  died  the  fifty-ninth  Ye^r  of  the  Cycle, 
ih  the  feventy-third  Year  of  his  Age,  and  the  forty 
^rft  of  this  Reign. 

The  Chinefe  pay  the  greateft  Veneration  m  the  Me-f 
morv  of  this  Pliilofopher ;  they  look  on  him  ^  the 
Mairer  and  Doctor  of  the  Empire.  His  Works 
have  fucha  gfeat  Authority,  that  if  any  body  offbr'd 
\Q  ffiake  fh^  leaft  Alteration  in  them^  he  would  be 

liable 


477 


332  .       ^e  General  History  of 

liable  to  Punifhment.  Whenever  any  Dilputes 
in  point  of  !Doftrine,  and  a  Quotation  is  mad 
of  his  Works,  it  immediately  decides  the  Difpute. 

His  Defcendants  enjoy  the  greateft  Privileges,  and 
whatever  Revolutions  have  happened  in  the  Empire, 
thcfe  Privileges  have  always  fubfifted  :  His  Progeny 
are  in  being  ftill. 

In  the  fixtieth  Year  of  the  Cycle,  the  Kingdom 
and  the  Family  of  ^cUn^  who  had  had  twenty  four 
Princes   in  the  Space  of  fix  hundred  and  forty-five 
Years,  was  entirely  deftroy*d  by  the  King  of  Xfou. 
Q^  jj^      The  Emperor  died  the  fecond  Year  of  this  Cycle, 
Year  be-    and  left  his  Crown  to  his  Son  called  Tuen  vang. 
tore  Chnft       y^^  vang,  the  twenty-ftxtb  Emperor^  reigned 

/even  Tears. 

IF  the  Reign  of  this  Emperor  had  been  longer, 
die  Power  and  Reputetion  of  the  Empire  had  been 
compleatly  re-eftablilh*d  through  the  Wifdom  and 
Mildnefs^of  his  Government ;  the  ancient  Laws  of  his 
Prcdeceffors  were  beginning  to  revive,  and  moft  of 
the  tributary  Princes  were  returned  to  his  Obedience, 
'  excepting  the  King  of  Lou^  who  refus'd  to  come  to 
the  Affembly  of  the  States  which  the  Emperor  had 
convened,  pretending  that  he  was  not  a  Vaflal  of  the 
Empire :  The  Emperor  caus'd  hiip  to  be  prolcrib'd 
as  a  Rebel,    which  is  the  firft  Inflance  of  that  kind. 

The  Prime  Minifter  of  that  Prince  being  difcon- 
tented  came  to  the  Emperor,  who  gave  hini  the  com-? 
Dfiand  of  an  Army,  with  which  he  fought  ieveraj 
Batdcs,  conquered  almoft  the  whole  Province,  and 
fent  Amba0adors  with  Prefents  to  the  Emperor,  and 
defir*d  of  him  the  Invefiiture  of  that  Province,  which 
was  granted  him  on  condition  to  .render  the  ordinary 
Homage  and  Tributes. 

The  Kingdom  of  0»,  which  had  fubfifted  during 
fix  hundred  and  fifty  Years,  under  twenty  petty  Kings, 
wjis  aboliflied  at  that  Time  by  the  King  of,  Tue. 
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Turn  vang  <3ied  the  ninth  Year  of  the  Cycle,  and 
Mras  fucceeded  by  his  Son  fchtng  ting  vang. 

Tching  ting  vang,  the  I'wenty-feventh  Emperor ^ 

reigned  twenty-eight ^Tears. 

WHEN  this  Prince  afcended  the  Throne,  he 
found  the  Empire  almoft  reftor'd  to  its  ancient  Splen- 
dour, and  maintam'd  the  Dignity  of  it  by  his  Pru- 
dence, 

After  the  Death  of  the  Emprefs  he  liv'd  in  Celiba- 
cy, an  Example  of  Continency  which  was  no  lels 
admired,  than  the  Rarity  of  it  ;  from  whence  he  was 
furnamed  the  Chafte. 

The  Emperor  died  the  thirty-fcventh  Year  of  the 
Cycle,  leaving  three  Sons  who  were  old  enough  to 
reign  :  The  eldeft  called  Ngan  fucceeded  him,  but 
he  reign'd  only  three  Months,  and  was  murdered  by 
his  Brother  Sou^  who  reigned  only  five  Months,  and 
was  murder'd  by  his  younger  Brother  Kao  vang^  who 
afcended  the  Throne  without  Oppofition. 

Kao  vang,  the  Twenty- eighth  EmperoTy  reigned 

fifteen  Tears. 

ALT  HO*  this  Prince  had  ufurp'd  the  Crown 
without  Oppofition,  yet  the  barbarous  Aftion,  by 
which  he  had  made  his  way  to  it,  difgrac'd  him 
throughout  the  Empire,  and  was  a  Pretence  for  moft 
of  the  tributary  Princes  to  refufe  to  pay  him  the 
ufual  Homage,  or  to  acknowledge  ^him  for  their  So- 
vereign. 

He  had  a  Brother  called  Houankong^  whom  he  re- 
moved fi-om  Court,  by  giving  him  a  Principality  in 
the  Province  of  Ho  nan.  One  of  his  Defcendants  was 
the  laft  Emperor  of  the  Dynafty  Tcheou. 

Kao  vang  died  the  fifty- fecond  Year  of  the  Cycle, 
and  was  fucceeded  by  his  Son  Guei  lie  vang. 

Guei 
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Guei  lie  vang,  the  TwetJi^mntb  Emperor^ 
reiged  twenty-four  Tears. 

ABOUT  this  time  the  cruel  Wars  between  tfce 
tributary  Princes  began  again,  and  lafted  near  30a 
Years :  The  Hiftorians  call  thefe  Times  Tchen  hue, 
or  the  warlike  j^es. 

Each  Prince  aimed  at  the  Empire,  and  endcavour'd 
to  deftroy  his  Rival :  The  Emperors  had  fcarcely 
any  thing  left  them  except  their  Dignity,  and  they 
foon  loft  both  their  Authority  and  their  Provinces. 
The  Kingdom  of  T^in  had  been  divided  among  four 
Princes,  one  of  whom  overcame  the  reft,  and  get 
the  Kingdom  into  his  own  Hands.  His  Sen  Tcbi 
Jangj  wiio  fucceeded  him,  was  a  proud,  ambitious 
Prince,  he  quarrelM  with  the  Kings  of /fo»,  ofGuoty 
.and  with  the  King  of  ^chaoy  in  order  to  deprive  them 
of  their  Dominions,  which  obliged  thefe  three  Kings 
to  unite  their  Forces  for  their  Prefervation  againft 
him,  whereby  his  Army  iRras  defeated,  and  himielf 
fiain,  and  the  King  of  Tcbao  took  his  Kingdojxi^  and 
entirely  deftroy'd  his  Family. 

-There  was  anojher  War  between  the  King  of  Lou 
and  the  King  ofTtJty  the  former  gave  the  Command 
of  his  Army  to  a  great  General  called  Oukiy  who  de- 
feated the  King  of  Tyi^  and  obliged  him  to  make 
Peace  with  his  Matter. 

The  Emperor  died  the  fixteenth  Year  of  the  Cycle, 
and  his  Son  Ngan  vang  fucceeded  him. 

JJffin  vang,  the  iChirtietb  Emperor ^  reigned  26  Tears. 

HISTORY  relates  nothing  rrajarkable  of  this 
Emperor,  excepting  the  Number  of  Years  that  he 
reigned,  and  gives  only  an  Account  of  the  Wars  be- 
tween the  tributary  Princes*  which  for  brevity  fekc  I 
fhall  pa&  oven 

The  Emperor  died  the  forty-fecond  Year  of  the 
Cycle,  and  was  fucceeded  by  his  Son  Lie  vang. 

lie 
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Lie  vang,  the  mrty-firji  Emperor^  reigned  7  Tears,  * 

THE  Empire  decay'd  daily,  and  the  imperial 
tamily  was  on  the  Brink  of  ruin.  All  the  tributary- 
Princes  maintained  themfelves  in  indcpendahcc ;  and 
-when  this  Prince  afcended  the  Throne,  there  was 
none  but  the  King  of  ^fi  who  paid  him  Homage.         , 

The  fame  Year  that  he  came  to  the  Crown,  the 
Kingdom  of  YVfo'/g-, which  had  been  governed  by  twen- 
ty three  Princes,  in  the  fpace  of  four  hundred  and 
thirty  two  Years,  was  deftroy*d  by  the  King  oi  Han. 

The  fcttty-fecond  Year  of  this  Cycle  was  remark- 
able for  the  Birth  of  the  Philofopher  Meng  tfee^  com- 
«ionly  known  by  the  Name  of  Mencius^  who  is  c- 
AeemM  the  wifeft  of  the  Chine fe  after  Confucius. 

Lie  vang  died  without  Iffue  in  the  forty  ninth  Year 
of  die  Cyck  j  his  younger  Brother  Hien  vang  fuc- 
ceeded  him. 

Hien  vang,  the  Thirty-fecond  Emperor ^  reigned 

forty- ^i^t  Tears. 

THIS  Prince  had  fcarcely  any  thing  elfe  but  the 
leinpty  Tide  of  Emperor  :  The  tributary  Princes  not 
^nly  refused  to  acknowledge  him  for  their  Sovereign, 
but  alio  threatened  to  declare  War  againfl:  him  if  he 
pppos'd  their  Defigns,  or  blam'd  their  Condud. 

They  being  prcpofibfled  with  an  Opinion,  that  the 
Crown  belonged  to  the  Pofleffor  of  the  nine  Vafes  of 
Copper,  which  the  great  Tu^  Founder  of  the  firft 
Dyi^y,  had  caufed  to  be  made,  every  one  of  the 
tributary  Princes  ftrove  to  get  the  Polfeflion  of  them, 
in  order  to  ufurp  the  Imperial  Authority.  Hien  vangy 
to  defeat  their  Defigns,  was  obliged  to  throw  them; 
into  a  deep  Lake,  from  which  it  was  impofiible  ta 
get  thetn  out. 

Mencius  wau  now  thirty-fix  Years  old,  and  was  in 
the  h^eft  Reputation,  and  had  feventeen  Difciples 
that  ibliow'd  hxm  ♦  he  travelled  over  di^^nt  King- 
doms 
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dopis  and  Countries,  cfpecially  thofe  of  Gun  and    of 
yjf,  inftrufting  Princes  how  to  govern  their  Subjecfts, 
and  the  Subjefts  in  their  Duty  towards  their  Princ?es  5 
and  alfo  in  the  Virtues  that  they  ought  to  praftiie  in 
their  private  Capacities. 

Hten  vang  died  the  thirty-feventh  Year  of  the 
cle,  and  was  fucceeded  by  his  Son  Chin  tfin  vang. 
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Chin  tfin  vang,  the  T^rty-Mri  Emperor^ 
reined  fix  Tears. 

I F  this  Prince  had  had  Strength  and  Courage  c* 
nough  to  have  taken  Advantage  of  the  Divifions, 
which  were  among  the  tributary  Princes,  doubtlefs  lie 
would  have  reftor*d  the  Empire  to  its  former  Gran- 
deur and  Glory  -,  but  his  Cowardife  and  Sloth,  in 
which  he  exceeded  his  Predeceflbr,  did  not  contriburc 
a  little  to  the  Abafement  of  his  Dignity,  and  to  the 
Annihilation  of  his  Authority,  while  the  King  of" 
T^fin  increafed  both  his  Authority  and  Dignity,  and 
had  the  Imperial  Authority  tho*  not  the  Dignity, 
keeping  the  other  Princes  in  Subjeftion  to  him. 

Thefe  five  Kings,  viz.  the  King  of  Tfm^  ^cbao^ 
Han^  GUeij  and  Ten^  joyn'd  their  Forces  together 
in  order  to  oppofe  his  formidable  Power ;  but  the 
King  of  S^in  defeated  their  Army,  and  might  have 
deprived  them  of  their  Kingdoms,  if  an  Objeft  of 
greater  Intereft  had  not  called  him  elfewhere. 

Two  Princes  of  the  Weftem  Part  of  the  Province 
ofSe  Ubuen^who  were  independant  of  the  Empire,  were 
at  War  againft  one  another,  and  each  of  them  de- 
manded Aids  from  the  King  of  Tfin  ;  accordingly  he 
went  with  his  Army  and  joyn*d  one  of  them, .  and 
defeated  the  other,  and  oblig'd  the  Prince  likewifc, 
whom  he  had  fuccouPd,  to  pay  him  a  yearly  Tribute ; 
the  King  ofGuei  was  forc*d  to  pay  him  Tribute, 
and  the  fame  Refped:  as  if  he  had  been  the  Emperor. 

The  Emperor, who  had  been  an  idle  Spe6tator  of  all 
the  Viftories  of  King  Tyin^  died  the  forty-third  Year 
of  the  Cycle,  and  was  fucceeded  by  his  Son  Ngan  vang. 

Ngan 
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Ngan  vang,  ibe  Thirty-fourth  Emperor ^  reigned 

Ftfty-nine  Tears. 

ALT  HO*  this  Prince's  Reign  was  long,  yet  it 
"^TO^  not  fuccclsfiil,  for  when  he  came  to  the  Throne 
..  the  Imperial  Authority  was  almoft  annihilated;  and 
tho*  he  neither  wanted  Skill  nor  Prudence,  yet  the 
State  was  too  weak  to  undertake  any  thing  againfl: 
iuch  a  powerfiil  Prince  as  the  King  of  Tfin. 

Mencius  died  the  ninth  Year  of  this  Cycle,  in  theCyde  35I 
dghty-fourth  Year  of  his  Age,  and  is  looked  upon  Year  bc- 
as  the  greateft  Philofophcr  of  the  Empire,  except  ^^^  ^^^ 
Confucius :    His  Works  are  held  in  great  Veneration,  ^97* 
and  his  Defcendants  enjoy  great  Privileges. 

The  King  of  Tfin  tollow*d  his  ambitious  Defigns^ 
and  infenfibly  cleared  the  way  to  the  Empire  by 
underhand  fomenting  Difcord  among  the  tributary 
Princes,  that  they  might  mutually  deftroy  each  other : 
When  they  were  at  Variance  and  ask'd  Succours  from 
him,  he  would  fiimifh  Troops  to  one  that  he  might 
thereby  deftroy  the  other.  Thus  the  Kingdom  oiSong^ 
which  had  fubfifted  381  Years,  under  thirty  two  Prin- 
ces, was  deftroy*d  by  the  Kings  ofTfi  and  T/ou ;  and 
the  Principality  ^  LoUj  which  had  been  governed  by 
thirty-four  Sovereigns,  was  dcftroy*d  by  the  King  of 
Tjbu^  and  he  himfelf  invaded  the  Territories  of  the 
King  of  Guei J  whom  he  made  tributary  to  him. 

After  all  this  Ychao  Jiangs  King  of  75?«,  no  longer 
concealed  his  Defign  upon  the  Imperial  Crown,  but  of- 
fered to  the  Sovereign  Lord  of  Heaven  a  Sacrifice, 
with  the  fame  Ceremonies  which  none  but  the  Empe- 
rors were  allowed  to  perform,  "by  which  publick  A6b 
he  openly  declared  his  Pretei^ons  to  that  Sovereign 
Dignity. 

At  that  time  there  was  no  Prince  powerful  enough 

to  difpute  with   him  the   Imperial  Dignity,  except 

the  King  of  Tji,  but  Tcha^  Siang  entirely  defeated  him, 

and  immediately  he  fcnt  Part  of  his  Army  to  de- 

V01-.  I.  Z  throne 


throne  the  Emperor,  whole  Army  Mnw  io  fmalJ  that 
it  w^s  immediately  defeated,  and  this  unfortunate 
Prince  was  forcM  t6  implore  thfe  Clemency  of  the 
Conqueror,  and  to  acknowledge  him  for  his  Sove-' 
reign,  yielding  to  him  the  few  Towns  that  re- 
mained in  his  Hands.  This  fiubmiifion  faved  him  his 
Life,  which  he  ended  in  the  Province  of  Chtnfi  die 
Year  following. 

As  foon  as  the  Emperor's  Misfoitune  was  publick-^ 
ly  kiiown,  federal  of  the  Princes,  particularly  the 
King  of  Han^  haltenM  to  pay  Homage  to  die  King  of 
Tfin:  But  the  Provinoes  which  had  not  acknowledged 
him  for  their  Emperor,  elefbed  7cheou  kinn^  one  of 
the  Grandfons  of  the  Brothers  of  Km  vang^  the  twenty* 
e%teh  Emperor. 

Tcheou  kiun,  the  Thirty- fifth  Emperor ^  retg^d 

Jeven  Tears.  / 

THE  forty  •third  Year  of  the  Cycle,  tcbeou  Hun 
todc  the  Titfe  of  Emperor,  and  g^ctheiwl  Forces  on 
all  fides  to  make  head  agakft  the  Ufurpem,  de- 
manding Aids  from  the  iUngs  of  S[)$,  tfiUy  and 
Gud ;  but  diefe  Ptibces  fearing  fcbao^^  refiu'd  to 
aid  the  Emperor. 

Tdevu  kiun  finding  himfeif  for&ken,  and  out  of 
hopes  of  naaintaining  himfelf  on  the  Throne,  abdi- 
cated the  Crown,  and  liyed  a  private  Life.  Thus 
ended  Ithe  Dynafty  of  Tcheou. 

Tcbaojf%ang  did  not  long  enjoy  the  Authority  which 
he  had  tdurp*d,  but  died  before  die  Abdication  of  the 
Emperor  \  lus  Son  Ktaxi  ven/uaytg  died  the  iame  Year, 
and  left  the  Imperial  Crown  to  ins  Son  called  Tcbuofig 
Jiang  vangy  who  was  the  Founder  of  the  fourth  D7- 
nafty. 
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•  tl^e  Fourth  Dynajiy^  called  Tfin,  "which  h^dfour 
'  Emper&ri  in  the  Jpsue  tf  forty^thne  Tears. 

srTcfauang  .iSang  vang,  the  Firji  En^eror^  reined 
\  i^ec  Tears. 

jJtiE  banning  of  ithis  Prince's  Reign  is  remark- 
able by  the  inroad  which  he  made  into  the  Tcrrir 
pf  the  King  of  dm :  At  firfl:  he  won  fcveral 
which  aiarm'd  the  other  Princes,  who,  fear- 
that  after  he  had  got  the  Empire  h^  would  de- 
them ,   and   fcize  their   Pominions,    jSve   of 
Princes,   viz.^    thq  King  of  Han^    ffouy   2in^ 
w,   anjd   yjf,   joyned  the  King  of  Guei^    their 
ly  coniifted  cf  200,000  Men,  who  defeated  the 
^or's  Army,  and  ci)lig*d  him  to  retreat.     During 
Traniadions  iiie  Emperor  died^nd  left  theCrpwi^ 
lis  adopted   Son  called  Chi  hoang  tiy  who  toolf 
ion  of  it,  the  fifty-feeond  Year  of  the'Cycle, 
Cbincfe  Hiftory  fays  f hat  he  wg?  born   in  th? 
Month  after  his  Conception. 

phoang  ti,  the  Second  Empr4fr^  reigned  57  Tears. 

the  Coiifederacy  which  the  fix  Kingsi,  that  I 

already  mention'd^  had  contmu'd,  no  doubt  but 

:y  would  have  been  able  to  oppofc  the  Forces  of 

ing  ti ;  bwt  their  Pride  and  Ambition  (gph  ruin'4 

jliance  which  they  h^  made  for  their  common 

for  they  entered  into  a  War  againft  each  other, 

weakened  themfclves,  that  they  fpon  became  a 

to  Cbi  hoang  tiy    who  fubdu*d  them  one  after 

jr,  cutting  the  Throat  of  each  of  thofe  Princes 

•he  had  conquered  them,  and  putting  to  Death 

Males  of  their  Families,  excepting  the  King 
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of  Xfiy  whom  he  refcrv*d  for  a  more  cruel  and  inhu^ 
man  Punifhment ;  for  he  fhuc  him  up  in  a  Grove  planted 
with  Pine-Trees,  fending  him  as  much  Vi6hials  as 
would  hardly  fubfift  him.  This  unfortunate  Prince 
being  opprefi'd  by  Fortune,  refus'd  to  eat  any  of 
the  Provmons  which  they  brought  him,  and  ftarv*d 
himfelf  to  Death. 

Hefent  a  Colony  of  300  young  Men,  and  as  ma- 
ny young  Women,  into  the  Japan  Iflands,  under  the 
Conduft  of  a  Sea-Captain,  who  made  himfelf  Sove- 
reign of  thofe  Iflands ;  and  the  People  of  Japan  to  this 
Day  boaft  that  they  are  of  a  Cbinefe  Extraftion. 
Cydc  36.      C'iW  boang  H  having  vifited  his  Empire,   and  find- 
Year  be-    ing  that  the  Northern  Provinces,  elpecially  thofe  of 
fore  cKrift  Pe  tcbe  /f,  of  Cban  fi^  and  of  Chenjiy  were  expofed 
^37-        to  the  Incurfions  of  the  T'artars^  he  fent  an  Army  a- 
gainft  them,  and  drove  them  a  great  way  into  Tar- 
tary  beyond  the  Frontiers  of  the  Empire :    He  like- 
wife  immediately  began   to   put   in  Execution    the 
Scheme  he  had  form*d  to  build  a  Wall,  which  reached 
irom  the  Sea  to  the  Extremities  of  the  Province  of 
Cbenft. 

In  the  forty-fecond  Year  of  the  Cycle,  he  caufed 
Ships  loaded  with  Iron  to  be  funk,  into  the  Sea  to 
fecure  the  Foundation  \  one  third  Part  of  the  Men  in 
the  Empire,  whp  were  able  to  work,  were  impIoyM 
at  it :  The  Stones  were  joyn'd  with  a  Mortar  that 
was  (6  hard  that  no  Nail  could  be  drove  into  it, 
and  there  were  large  Arches  built  for  the  Pafiages  of 
Rivers,  as  alfo  Forts  built  at  proper  Diftances  for 
Garrifons,  and  Gates  to  go  into  Tartary ;  it  was  fo 
thick  that  fcven  or  eight  Horfemen  could  ride  a- 
breaft  on  it.  This  Wall  is  almoft  all  (landing  to  this 
Day,  and  which  is  moft  furprifing,  it  was  built  in  five 
Years  time. 

This  ftupendous  Work  was  enough  to  immorta- 
lize this  Prince  ;  but  it  was  not  enough  to  fatisfy  his 
Ambition,  for  he  was  not  pleafcd  with  the  Conipa- 
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Jifbns  which  were  made  between  him.  and  his  Prcde- 
Geflbrs ;  he  pretended  that  he  had  eclipfed  all  thek* 
Glory,  and  rcfolved  that  Pofterity  fliould  be  ignorant 
of  all  their  Adicms  exc:q>ting  his  own. 

In  order  to  compafs  his  Defign  he  publifh'd  a 
Decree,  commanding  all  his  SubjeAs  on  pain  of  Death 
to  burn  the  JBooks  palled  Kingy  and  all  the  Works . 
of  Confuciusj  wherein  the  Lives  and  Actions  of  the 
belt  Emperors  were  recorded  ;  excepting  from  the 
Flames  only  thofe  that  treated  of  Architedhire  and 
IPhyfick,  accoiimting  all  Arts  and  Sciences,  and  all 
Learning  td  be  of  no  Ufe,  but  rather  an  Encourage- 
ment to  Idlenefs,  and  of  dangerous  Coniequence  to 
the  State  «,  whilft  Agriculture,  as  he  pretended,  which 
Mras  the  Source  of  Happinefs  to  the  People,  was  ne* 
gledted* 

This  Decree  was  executed  by  the  Governors  with 
the  utmoft  Severity,  and  when  Men  of  Learning  were 
found  with  fbme  of  thefe  valuable  Books,  they  were 
immediately  punifliM  widi  Death  :  However  fomc 
Copies  of  them  were  laved,  as  I  have  already  men- 
tionM  in  another  Place.  This  Decree  of  the  Empe- 
ror, and  the  Severity  with  which  it  was  put  in  Exe- 
cution, has  made  his  Memory  odious  to  Pofterity  to 
this  Day,  and  the  Lois  of  thefe  ancient  Monuments 
is  much  bewail'd  by  the  CHnefe. 

The  Emperor,  after  having  been  at  War  twenty- 
five  Years,  now  enjoy'd  an  univerlal  Peace:  He 
made  feveral  new  Laws,  and  abrogated  others;  but 
as  he  was  not  ufed  to  be  at  Reft,  he  refolved  to 
make  a  fecond  Progrefs  through  the  Eaftern  Pro* 
vinces  of  the  Empire,  and  took  his  fecond  Son  with 
him.    The  Emperor  fell  dangcroufly  ill,  and  died  in  ^ 

the  thirty-fcventh  Year  of  the  Cycle. 

Finding  himfclf  drawing  near  to  his  End,  he  writ  z, 
Letter  to  his  ddcft  Son,  declaring  him  Emperor,  and 
delivered  it,  together  with  the  Seals  of  the  Empire,  to 
his  fecond  Sqn,  with  4  Charge  to  deliver  them  fafely  in^ 

Z  3  to 
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to  the  Hands  of  the  eldeft  Sotf ;  but  the  EnipeiXxr  was  no 
fooner  dead,  than  the  young  Prince  refolved  to  place 
the  Crown  on  his  own  Head :    The  only  way  to  iuc- 
ceed  in  this  Affair  was  to  engage  Li  jfie^i  the  Prime 
Minifter  of  CH  hoang  tij  in  his  Party,  who  was  a  Man 
of  great  Authority  in  the  Empire :     When  the  firft 
Propofal  was  made  to  this  Minifter  he  rejeded  k,  but 
new  SoUicitations  being  made  to  him,  his  own  Ime- 
reft,  md  the  Merit  of  the  young  Prince,  at  laft  pre- 
vailed with  him ;  and  through  his  Means  the  young 
Prince  obtained  almofl:  all  the  SuSrages :    The  eldeft 
Son  of  the  Emperor  having  got  together  finne  Fotccs 
in  order  to  maintain  his  Right,  found  that  moft  of  the 
Provinces  had  already  acknowledged  his  younger  Bro* 
ther  Emperor,  and  he  was  obliged  to  yield  it  up ; 
but  the  Steps  that  he  had  taken  were  look'd  upon  as 
Crimes  of  High  Treafon»  and  he  wa3  ordered  to  kill 
himfelf* 

Eul  chi,  the  Third  Emperor^  reined  three  Tears. 

THIS  Prince,  who  was  bodi  a  Ufiarpcr  and  z 
^  Murderer  of  his  B^her,  during  the  Ihort  Time  that 
he  reigned,  (hewed  how  unworthy  he  was  of  tte 
Crown :  He  chofe  for  his  Colao^  or  Prime  Minifter, 
the  greatcft  Enemy  of  the  Family  of  Tjifiy  who  at 
fefted  outwardly  a  great  Zeal  for  his  Peribn,  though 
fecrctly  he  was  endep.voyring  to  ejrtirpate  all  the 
Princes  of  this  Race. 

This  Prinfce  had  told  him  fweral  times,  that  Life 
being  (hort  he  would  pafs  it  in  the  moft  voluptuous 
manner  that  he  could,  and  would  gratify  all  the  Plea- 
fures  of  his  Senfes  without  Reftraint, 

The  Colao  advi(ed  him  to  remove  out  of  their  Places 
all  the  Minifters  and  Governors  which  his  j^acher  had 
{^ced,  ^ey  being  the  only  Obftacie  that  might 
give  him  TrouWe ;  the  Empercw  foUowod  diis  per^ 
nicious  Advice^  and  filled  Mp  ^11  dieir  Places  by  Per^ 
fons  Vfho  were  entirely  devoted  to  the  Cda^. 

Th» 
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Thi$  Change  ^uled  many  Complaints  and  Mur- 
murings ;  the  People  were  overbyrthen'd  with  Taxe^ 
to  fuTOly  the  Emperor's  Expcnce$  lA  buildup  Fa»- 
lacesy  rarks,  and  fine  G^dens. 

One  of  die  Generals  of  his  Army,  who  had  been 
ibnt  into  d^e  Eaftern  Provinces  to  quell  Ibm^  Troubles,, 
>vas  thie  firft  that  revoked,  and  engaged  the  Troop& 
tp  proclaim  for  Em|peror  the  Son  of  the  eldeft  Brp- 
tlier>  to  whom  ih^  Right  of.  die  Crown  belonged. 

At  tlw  Jun<5bure  of  Time  there  ^ppe^ed  an  Ad- 
venturer, called  Liwi  fam,  who  h^  been  a  private 
Spldier,  and  whp  now  headed  a  TroQp  of  Vag^bond^ : 
He  was  endued  widi  great  Qualities,  being  couragi* 
ous,  mild,  and  moderate,  altha'  fevere  to  his  Compa* 
hions  when  military  Difcipline  required  it  •,  he  wa^ 
alio  naturally  eloquent :  He  was  told  by  an  expert 
PhyfiognomiH:  that  he  fliould  be  Emperor,  and  he  out 
of  Gradtude  married  the  Phyfiogncnniit's  Paught^r. 
The  General,  livho  had  revolted  from  the  Emperor, 
march'd  with  his  Army  into  the  Kingdom  of  ST^ir,  in 
order  to  conquer  it  for  himfelf,  and  attacVd .  a  Place 
in  that  Kingdom ;  the  Governor  of ,  it  finding 
himfclf  diftrcls*d,  lent  to  LUou  papg  for  help,  who 
immediately  march'd  with  all  his  Forces  to  his  Affif- 
tapee,  and  obliged  the  Enemy  to  retrejit. 

But  the  Governor  of  the  Place,  inftead  of  acknow- 
ledging the  Service,  ihut  the  Gatej^  againil  his  Deli- 
verer. 

Uem  fang  being  informed  by  a  Letter,  whi<;h  was 
thrown  into  his  Camp  ^ften'd  to  a  Dart,  that  there 
was  a  Sedition  in  the  Town,  which  the  Ingratitude  of 
the  Governor  had  caufed,  he  imqicdiarQly  fpa- 
led  the  Walls  of  the  Town,  and  took  it  \  the  Qo- 
vernor  was  (lain  in  the  firft  Attack,  and  the  Inhabitants 
of  the  Place  declared  themselves  for  the  Conqueror, 
who  now  was  General  of  a  great  Army,  and  Maftcr  of 
very  rich  Plunder*  r 
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In  the  mean  rime,  altho'  the  Emperor's  Throne 
feem*d  to  fhake  under  him,  yet  he  could  not  re» 
cover  himfelf  out  of  that  deep  Lethargy,  in  which  the 
Love  of  yoluptuou?  Pleanires  had  thrown  him. 
The  un&ijthfui  Ciilao^  inftead  of  endeavouring  to  dif- 
foade  him  from  fuch  a  vitiousCourfeof  Life,  rather 
encouraged  him  in  it,  and  iaifely  accufed  of  Crimes 
die  Minifters  and  Governors  who  were  beft  afFeftcd 
to  the  reigning  Family,  and  had  them  immediately 

?ut  to  Death.  The  Covetoufnefs  and  Cruelty  of  this 
^rince  made  him  odious  to  his  People ;  and  in  the 
fecond  Year  of  his  Reign  feveral  Provinces  of  the  Em- 
pire revolted,  and  elcfted  Soverei^s  to  govern  them  ; 
among  them  were  thefe  five  Kingdoms,  Xfi^  Yetiy 
Tcbao^  Gtteij  and  Tfou. 

The  King  of  Tfou  took  into  his  Service  the  brave 
Lieou  pang^  and  having  refol vcd  to  go  and  attack  the 
Emperor  in  the  Metropolis,  he  chofe  two  other  Ge- 
nerals, and  gave  to  each  of  them  an  Army  to  com- 
mand, and  promifed  to  beftow  th*  Kingdom  of  3yin 
on  any  of  the  three  that  would  take  the  Metropolis, 
and  drive  the  Emperor  out  of  it. 

The '  Emperor  fent  numerous  Forces  againfl  the 
King  of  TJbu ;  at  firft  his  Army  defeated  one  of  thefe 
three  Generals,  but  was  af  laft  b^ten  by  that  which 
Hiang  hiu^  the  General  of  7]ou^  commanded. 

The  Imperial  Army  fent  Deputies  to  Court  to  dc- 
inand  Succours,  but  the  Peputies  being  obliged  to  re- 
turn without  haying  had  an  Audience  of  the  Colao^ 
joined  themfelves,  with  their  General,  to  Hiang  Muy 
and  increased  his  Forces. 

The  CgIoo  having  heard  of  the  Defertion  of  the 
Imperial  Army,  and  fearing  that  his  Treachery  ihould 
be  found  out,  he  brought  an  Aflaffin  into  the  Pal^c, 
who  murdered  the  Emperor  in  the  twenty-fourth  Year 
pf  his  Age,  and  the  third  Year  of  his  Reign.  Thus 
perilh'd  miferably  a  Prince,  who  had-  cruelly  imbrued 
-  hi5 
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his  Hands  in  the  Blood  of  his  Brodier  to  obtain  hia 
Crown. 

In  the  mean  while  the  Colaoj  who  had  Ihut  himfclf 
up  in  his  Palace,  pretending  to  be  lick,  came  out  in 
hafte,  as  if  he  wanted  to  difcover  the  Authors  and  Ac- 
complices of  the  R^icide,  and  to  give  lefs  room  for 
Suipicion,  and  to  make  an  outward  Shew  of  his  Fi- 
delity, he  caufed  Ing  vang^  who  was  Grand  Nephew 
to  the  Emperor,  to  afcend  the  Throne. 

Ing  vang,  the  Fourth  Emperor ^  reigned  forty-five  Days. 

"THIS  Prince  had  been  but  three  Days  Pofleflbr  . 
of  the  Clrown,  when  he  difcovered  that  it  was  the 
treacherous  Colao  who  had  murdered  the  late  Emperor  5 
but  it  was  not  in  the  Power  of  the  Emperor  to  pu- 
nifh  him  openly ;  he  pretended  to  be  fick,  and 
commanded  his  Son  to  ftab  him,  when  he  came  alone ' 
to  ipeak  with  him  in  private,  which  was  put  in  Exe- 
cution :  Thus  was  the  Empire  rid  of  this  Monfter. 

However  lieou  pang  was  drawing  near  to  the  Me- 
tropolis, which  when  the  Emperor  heard  he  drew 
out  all  the  Garrifons  to  ftrengthen  his  Army :  Lieou 
pang  made  ufe  of  a  Stratagem  to  overcome  him ;  he 
ient  abundance  of  his  Soldiers  to  the  Imperial  Army 
pretending  themfelves  to  be  Deferters :  Thefe  Soldiers 
craftilv  infinuated  to  the  Soldiers  of  the  Imperial  Ar-  ' 
my,  that  it  was  their  Intereft  to  follow  Lieou pan^^  who 
being  informed  that  a  Sedition  was  ready  to  break,  out ' 
in  the  Imperial  Army,  came  upon  it  fuddenly  and 
entirely  defeated  it. 

The  Emperor  finding  himfelf  forfaken  by  his  Sub- 
jects, and  fearing  Death  more  than  the  Lois  of  his 
Crown,  threw  himfelf  at  the  Conqueror's  Feet,  and 
delivered  him  the  Seals  and  other  Marks  of  the  Im- 
perial Dignity.  .  hieou  pang  entered  the  City  in  Tri-  * 
umph,  which  he  gave  leave  to  his  Soldiers  to  plunder, 
forbidding  them  to  ufe  any  of  the  Inhabitants  ill : 
He  prefervcd  the  Palace^  in  which  he  found  immenle 
Riches.  ^  ^c 
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The  Fifth  Dynafly^  called  Han,  nvhicb  had 
twenty  ^five  Emperors  m  the  Space  of  426 
Tearu 

Cao  tfou,  the  Fxrft  Emperor ^  whofe  Name  was  hefon 
Lieou  pang,  reigned  twelve  Tears. 

\IEOU  PANG  was  the  Founder  and  fifft  Em- 
^^  pcrpr  of  this  Dynafly,  under  the  Name  of  Cao 
tfou  y  at  firft  he  only  affumcd  the  Title  of  King  of  Tfin^ 
becaufe  he  had  taken  the  Metropolis  of  the  Empire 
b  the  Name  of  the  iCing  of  Tfouy  who  had  pronwd 
to  give  him  that  Kingdom. 

ntang  yu^  the  other  General^  whom  I  have  already 
ipoken  of^  and  who  had  alfo  been  lent  to  dethrone  the 
Emperor,  could  not  fupprefs  his  Indignation  at  lieou 
^tf  «^*$  having*  Uirough  his  Prudence  and  Addrefi,  got 
from  him  the  Principality  to  which  he  afoir'd ,  and  as 
he  was  brutiih  and  cruel,  and  at  the  Head  of  a  nu- 
merous and  well  difciplin*d  Army,  Lieou  pang  was 
fortunate  in  being  able  to  prevent  its  coming  to  an 
open  Rupture :  At  laft  they  tiad  an  Interview,  at  which 
the  Father  of  Htang  yu  rcconpil'd  them  to  each  other^ 
and  they  entered  the  Metrppolis  together. 

Hiangyuj  not  pleaied  with  the  Clemency  and  Mild- 
nels  of  Lieou  pangy  fet  the  City  and  the  Imperial  Pa-, 
lace  on  fire,  had  the  Tomba  of  the  Princes  of  Srjff« 
fcarchcd,  and  their  Bones  thrown  into  unknown  PIa(^ 
and  with  his  own  Hands  murder'd  the  reigning  Prince, 
whom  Ueou  pang  had  u^  with  great  Rc^d  fince 
his  Diigraoe* 

A  i^eat  number  of  the  late  Emperor's  Soldiers,  who 
were  amoneft  his  Troops^  having  murmured  on  ac- 
count  of  lo  many  c^uel  A^ns,    he  immediately 

cauled 
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:axifed  their  Arnis  to  be  taken  from  them,  had  them 
GjxTOunded  t^  his  Army^  and  cut  to  pieces. 

As  he  had  made  himfelf  abfolute  Mafter  cjf  the 
State  of  Hatij  and  placed  Garrifons  in  the  Towns,  he^ 
a(pir'd  to  the  Empire,  and  reiblved  to  murder  his 
Matter,  far  having  preferred  Iii?(M^  pavg  before  him,. 
in  giving  him  -  the  Principality  of  jyiH ;  befidea  Ikt 
thought  be  could  not  fecure  the  Empire  to  himUif 
whilft  he  was  living. 

In  order  to  put  his  Scheme  in  execution,  he  let 

forward  towarck  the  City  of  Sjiou  kiang  in  the  Pro^ 

vingc  of  tia^g  fu  where  the  King  of  2^  was.   Thi§ 

Prince  to  honour  his  General  came  himielf  to  meet 

him,  and  was  immediately  aflaffinated  by  him :  U^ou 

pangy  being  griev'd  at  the  Misfortune  of  this  Prince, 

who  was  his  Benefaftor,  ordered  the  mofl  magnificent 

Obfequies  poffible  for  him :  This  gained  him  the  Af- 

feaion  of  the  People,  who  join'd  with  him  to  revei^ 

the  Death  of  their  Sovereign.     From  that  time  the 

two  Generals  were  at  War  with  one  another  for  the 

Imperial  Crown,  and  fought  feventeen  Battles  with 

various  Succefs ;  at  laft  Liem  pang  entirely  defeated  hif 

Antagonift's  Army,  who  flew  himfelf  to  prevent  his 

falling  into  the  Enemy's  Hands. 

This  War  being  ended  he  aflembled  the  Geneml 
Eilatcs  of  the  Empire,  who  declared  him  Emperor 
by  the  Name  of  Coo  ijbuj  and  he  was  acknowkdg'd 
fuch  by  all  the  tributary  Princes  of  the  Empire.  He 
kept  his  Court  at  firft  in  the  Province  ot  Chen  ft ^ 
but  afterwards  remov'd  it  into  the  Province  of  Ho 
nan^  wh»^  it  continued  196  Years  under  twdve 
Emperors. 

Cao  tfeu  falling  fick,  named  his  Son  Haaji  for 
his  SucceiTor,  appointing  him  Minifters  in  whom 
he  might  confide :  He  died  the  forty-third  Year  of 
the  Cycle ;  the  Cbine/e  Hiftory  is  fi^l  of  hi^  Pm£- 
gyricks  oa  hkn, 

Hoei 
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Hoei  ti,  ibd  Second  Emperor ^  reigned  /even  Tears • 

THE  Empire  cxpefted  great  things  from  this 
Prince,  he  being  endu*d  with  many  good  Qualities, 
ftKh  as  Courage,  Meeknefs,  and  Moderation;  but 
thefe  were  overpoised  by  greater  Vices,  for  his  immo- 
derate Love  for  Women  ruin'd  his  Health,  and  his 
Complaiiance  for  his  Mother  induc'd  him  to  intruft 
her  with  the  Care  of  the  Enipirc.  / 

This  Princefs  aflum'd  the  whole  Imperial  Autho- 
rity to  herfelf,  and  was  generally  hated  for  her  Cruel- 
ty and  other  Vices  ;  fhe  removed  the  Minifters  and 
Governors  as  fhe  pleas'd,  and  difpos'd  of  their  Places 
to  her  Favourites  and  Relations,  poifbning  all  thoie 
that  dared  in  the  leaft  to  oppofe  hen 

The  King  of  Tyf ,  who  was  the  Emperor's  eldeft 
Brother,  coming  to  vifit  him  when  he  was  fick,  had 
been  likewife  poilbn'd  by  her,  if  the  Emperor  him- 
felf  had  not  taken  the  fatal  Cup  out  of  his  Hand. 

Hoei  ti  died  the  fiftieth  Year  of  the  Cycle,  being 
opprefs'd  with  Infirmities  which  his.  loofe  Life  had 
brought  upon  him. 

Liu  beouj  his  Mother,  fearing  that  one  of  the  Em- 
peror's Brothers  fhould  fucceod  him,  pretended  to  have 
a  Child,  which  fhe  bought  fix)m  a  Countrywoman, 
and  named  herfelf  his  Guardian,  but  fearing  the  Cheat 
ihould  be  difcover^d  if  the  Moher  of  the  Child  liv*d, 
&e  caufed  her  to  be  ftrangled. 

Liu  heou,  the  Ufurpery  reined  eight  Tears. 

THIS  Princefs  was  not  fatisfy'd  to  have  rais'd 
her  Family,  which  was  of  a  very  mean  Extraftion, 
to  the  highefl:  Dignities  of  the  Empire,  but  fhe  want- 
ed alfb  to  have  the  tributary  Crowns  at  her  Difpofal, 
and  put  to  Death  one  of  her  Miniflers  who  had  the 
Courage  to  tell  her  that  thdfe  Dominions  belpngc ' 
only  to  the  Princes  of  the  Family  of.  Han^  and  th 
her  Husband  had  fworn  all  the  Governors  to  main- 
tain 
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I  tain  that  Right  by  Force  of  Arms,  if  Neccflity  rei 

;  quir'd  it;    however,    Ihc  thought  herfclf  powerfial 

enough  to  fear^  nothing,  and  difpos'd  of  Part  of  thoie 

Dominions  to  her  own  Relations,  upon  condition  of 

their  paying  her  Homage. 

After  this  Ihe  murder'd  the  young  Child  to  which 
fhe  was  Guardian^,  and  difoover'd  the  Secret  of  the 
Artifice  which  her  Ambition  had  prompted  her  to.  ,. 
Her  Relations  affo,  abufing  the  Power  they  were 
rais'd  to,  behaved  themlelves  with  fo  much  Arrogance 
and  Pride,  that  the  Nobles  combined  together  to  re* 
duce  them  to  their  former  Condidon,  when  this  wick- 
ed Princefs  was  taken  away  by  a  fudden  Death,  in  thq 
fifty-eighth  Year  of  the  Cycle :  Her  Memory  was  fo 
odious  that  no  Body  would  take  the  Part  of  her  Fav 
rnily,  fo  that  all  her  Relations  were  mafiacred  through- 
out the  Empire. 

*  The  Nobles  chofe  the  Sovereign  of  a  fmall  State 
to  be  Emperor,  who  was  the  fecond  Son  of  Cao  tfouy 
and  aicended  the  Throne  without  Oppofition,  taking 

the  Name  of  Ven  tu 

.  4. 

Ven  ti,  the  Thrd  Emperor^  reigned  twenty-tbree  Tears.  * 

UNDER  the  Reign  of  this  Prinde  the  Empire  Cyde  37. 
recovered  its  ancient  Splendor,  and  his  Virtues  gainM  Year  be- 
him  the  Love  of  the  Nobles  as  well  as  the  People :  foreChrift, 
To  eafe  his  Subjcds  he  remitted  them  the  Duties  on     ^ '^^' 
Salt,  as  alfo  half  of  all  the  other  Duties  which  were 
then  paid. 

He  revived  Agriculture  which  had  been  negledtcd 
during  all  the  preceding  Wars,  to  the  great  Detri- 
ment of  the  Country,  planted  Mulberry-Trees  in  his 
Palace,  and  bred  up  Silk- Worms ;  he  encouraged  arid 
protefted  Learning,  and  gave  leave  for  the  Books 
which  had  been  iaved  from  the  Fire  to  be  produced . 
and  read :  Before  that  time  every  thing  was  wrote  on 
Leaves,  or  Barks  of  Trees,  with,  an  IrcMi  Pencil ; 
the  Way  of  making  Paper  was  ^  alfo  fir  ft  difcover'd 

in 
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in  his  Rdgn,  by  grindii^  Bmnho  m  Mills  made  <» 
fiurpofe ;  they  invented  likewife  liitle  Pencils  made  erf" 
Hair,  and  Ink  which  diilblves  in  Water. 
.    The  tartars  made  feveral  Inroads  into  the  £tnpinet 
but  were  repuls'd  with  Lofs,  and  drovt  beyood  tbe 
Firniciers  ol  the  Empire.    The  Provinces  o±  Sfmang 
tag  and  ^Mgfi  voiuntarHy  foboiittsd  to  his  Law5» 
and  paid  him  yearly  Tributes. 

A  certain  Impofkrjirelented  tkia  Prince  with  a  Li-^ 
qnrofgpeatPnce^  airarkig  him  that  if  he  drank  it,  h 
would  atiake  him  immortal ;  the  Prinoe  was  h  weak 
as  to  believe  ium,  which  is  the  only  FoiUe  lie  is  ac« 
cufed  ofl 

He  died  in  t&e  fotty-^fixth  Year  of  his  A^^  and  the 
cwenty^firft  Year  of  the  Cycle,  and  was  fucc^eded  by 
bb  Son  JGogf  ii. 

Kinglj,  tbe  Fourth  Emferxiry  reigned  fevextecn  Tears, 

THIS  Prince  was  rennrkable  for  his  Mildndl 
and  Clemency ;  he  jmo&ify'd  the'  Rigour  of  die  l?v^ 
nifhments  which  were  then  infli£ted  on  Criminalfi,  bot 
re-eftablifh'd  the  Taxes  which  his  Father  had  reduced 
to  one  half. 

The  great  indigence  of  die  Tutors,  who  had  the 
Cutt  oftfae  fiducatkui  of  the  young  Princes,  occa- 
fionod  gnsat  IDifbrders  m  this  Reign:    It  was  ufual 
for  the  Ouidicn  of  the  tributary  Princes   to  be  edu- 
oamd  widi  thofe  jof  the  Emperor  v  the  eUeft  Son  of 
Kfig  ti^  having  contrafted  a  particular  Friendihip  for 
one  of  them,  made  a  Fesfl  for  him,  in  *^hich  he  car- 
rvM  die  Debauch  to  &ch  an  Exce&,  that  tbe  young 
Prince,   having  tfuarrdlM  with  his  Favourite,  flew 
him  on  the  Spot ;  the  Father  of  tbe  dead  Prince,  hear^ 
ing  of  the  Death  of  his  Son,  fwoi^e  to  revenge  % 
and  engag'd  in  his  Quarrel  fix  other  tributary  PrtnceS) 
wlio  joined  Forces  wkh  him :    The  Emperor  fent  an 
able  General  with  an  Army  againft  theni,  who  en- 
tirely defisatod  them,  and  made  a  great  Slat^ghter  a^ 

raong 
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ong  thon,  and  the  fix  tcuifederate  Princes  vwre  ei- 

cr  killed  by  the  Emperor's  Soldiers,  or  pot  an  end 

thek  own  Uvcsy   tt>  ps^yent  being  made  Gap^ 


The  En^eror  died  the  diirty^^feTeitth  Year  cf  de 
Cycle^  atid  was  fiicoeeded  by  nis  San  ym$L      :      1 

Von  ti,  the  Ftftb  Emperor ^  rAgnei fifty-four  Tears. 

THE  Prudence,  Moderation,  andYalotirDftlui 
Prkice»  his  Applkacion  to:pubUck  Afiairs^  his  Lore 
c^  X^^ming,  and  particul^  Regard  t^  letftied  Men^ 
made  him  cfteem'd  one  of  the  gita^eft  Einperora  that 
e¥^r  i^isign'd  in  Cintm^  As  Qx>n  ^  he  had  ;pfirfbrmM 
his  Father's  Obfequies,  he  lent  fbr  all  the  gresuoed: 
Philofbphers  x)£  his  Empire  to  his  Coitt,  to  tpofiik 
them  in  A^irs  of  State;  and  as  he  was  naturally  ia«- 
ditiiiVl  to  War,  he  though  they  woirid  have  grarify*d;his 
{ndinadon  l^  advifing  him  to  adenqjc  &me  Conquefl: 
er  other,  but  he  was  mightily  fucpriz'd  to>  ixnd  mefe 
V^i&men  perfuading  him  to  maintain  Peace  bosk  an 
home  ami  abroad,  and  rcprefenting  id  hxm  the  Dan* 
gers  asid  Incoaveniencies  which  generally  attend  War: 
This  made  him  give  over  the  Thoughts  of  it,  and 
apply  himielf  to  the  well-govtming  of  his  Pet^fe,  in 
o«ider  to  wludb  he  imdc  federal  good  Laws ;  among 
which  he  ordaiu'd,  that  whenever  a  Prince  ihocdd  die 
his  Eftate  ihould  be  equally  dividsdamongft  his  Jaw^ 
fill  Children ;  but,  if  he  dy'd  widiout  lawfid  Ueis% 
it  fliould  fall  to  the  Crown. 

In  order  to  promote  Learning  he  comnokandbd  the 
karned  Men,  whom  he  had  called  no  his  Cburt,  to  put 
in  order  thofe  ancient  and  precbus  Books  which  had 
elcaped  the  general  Deftruftion,  and  that  tfaey  mif^ 
be  taught  publickly  ;  as  alfo  the  Morals  of  Confmcius 
and  Mencius. 

Thefe  Books  were  Manufcripts,  Prinnng  not  be- 
ing yet  invented,  nor  till  within  fifty  Yeans  beibiie  the 
Chriftian  ^ra* 

This 


352  77>e  General  History  of 

This  Prince  had  the  Weaknefs  to  give  ear  to  Im- 
poilors,  who  promised  him  an  Elixir  which  ihould 
render  him  immortal ;  one  Day  one  of  thefe  Chy- 
mifts  brought  him  a  Cup  full  of  this  immomi 
Liquor^  and  defired  him  to  drink  it  for  an  Experi- 
ment ;  one  of  his  Minifters,  who  was  advifing  him 
not  to  hearken  to  fuch  Cheats,  took  the  Cup  and 
drank  ithimfelf ;  the  Emperor  being  very  angry  that  his 
Minifter  had  deprived  mm  of  Immoftadity^  reiblved 
to-punifh  him  with  Death  for  it ;  to  whidi  the  Mi- 
niiier  reply*d  with  a  Smile,  If  this  Drinks  Sirj  baib 
made  me  immortal^  imv  can  ym  put  me  to  Death  ?  But 
if  you  can  put  me  to  Death j  bow  doth  this  frivdfms 
Itheft  deferve  it  ?  This  Anfwer  foftenM  the  Emperor, 
who  praifed  the  Wifdom  of  his  Minifter,  but  was  not 
thoroughly  cured  of  that  Weaknefs. 

Fou  ti  won  four  great  Vi6tories  over  the  7'artarsj 
and,  after  having  drove  them  far  beyond  the  Great 
WaJl,  he  march'd  with  his  viftorious  Army  into  the 
Kingdoms  of  Pegu,  Siam^  Camhaia^  and  Bengal, 

He  divided  the  vanquifhcd  Countries  between  the 
two  Generals,  and  other  Officers  who  had  conquered 
them  ;  he  built  fcvcral  Cities,  and  honour*d  the  two 
Generals  with  the  Titles  of  King  :  Thefe  Cbinefe 
foon  learned  the  Manners  and  Inclinations  of  the 
Tartarsj  and  prov'd,  in  time,  to  be  the  greateft 
Enemies  to  thofe  from  whom  they  were  originally 
defcended. 

One  of  thefe  Kings  of  the  Tartars  dreading  the 

Refehtment  of  the  Emperor,  fent  him  his  eldeft  Son 

to  be  educated  at  his  Court,  who  being  very  skilful 

in  Horfes,  the  Emperor  m^e  him  his  Mailer  of  the 

Horfe,  and  afterwards  put  him  at  the  Head  of  his 

Army,  and  honoured  him  widx  the  Tide  of  Kin. 

Cycle  38.       when  Fou  ti  drew  near  his  End  he  declared  the 

Year  be-  Son  of  one  of  his  Concubines  Succeflbr,  whom  he 

foreChnit  Joyed  better  than  any  of  his  Children  :     This  young 

*  *  '■     Prince  was  but  eight  Years  of  Age,  but  he  appoint- 
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cd  him  for  a  Guardian  one  of  his  Minifters,  in  whom 
he  had  the  greatcft  Confidence ;  and  fearing  that  the* 
NlQther  of  the  young  Emperor  fliould  ftir  up  Trou- 
bles in  the  Empire,  as  Liu  heou  had  done,  he  re- 
IblVd  to  put  her  to  Death  for  the  feveral  Crimes  flie 
was  acculed  of,  but  gave  her  the  Choice  of  what 
Death  fhe  would  die. 

The  Emperor  died  the  thirty-firft  Year  of  the  Cy- 
cle, in  the  feventy-firft  Year  of  his^  Age,  and  the 
young  Prince  ^cbao  ti  fucceeded  him. 

Xchao  ti,  the  Sixth  Emperor ^  reigned  thirteen  Tears. 

A  L  T  H  O*  this  Prince  was  very  young,  yet  his 
gpod  Difpofitions  and  Prudence  were  far  above  his 
Years,  being  very  tradtable  to  the  Inftrudlions  which 
he  i*eceived  from  the  wife  Guardian  which  his  Father 
had  appointed  him. 

He  began  his  Reign  by  rewarding  the  Officers  who 
had  fcrved  the  State  well,  and  fending  juft  and  able 
Magiftrates  into  the  Provinces,  to  inquire  fccredy  if 
the  People  lay  under  any  Oppreflion. 

He  concluded  an  honourable  Peace  with  the  J^r- 
iarsy  but  did  not  long  furvive  it,  dying  without  Male- 
Iflue,  in  the  forty-fourth  Year  of  theCycle,  before  he  wa$ 
quite  twenty-two  Years  old,  being  mightily  lamented 
by  the  Empire  on  account  of  his  good  Qualiti^. 

Hiao  ti  his  Uncle  fucceeded  him  with  the  Confent 
of  the  People,  who  loon  repented  of  their  Choice, 
for  he  was  negligent  of  the  Government  and  People, 
and  Ipcnf  both  Day  and  Night  in  Debauches;  he 
deipis*d  all  the  good  Counfels  which  his  Minifters 
offered  him,  which  obliged  them  and  the  Grandees 
to  drive  him  from  the  Throne  on  which  they  had 
placed  him. 

They  went  to  the  Palace  and  feiz*d  the  Sealsj  and 
other  Enfigns  of  the  Impierial  Dignity,  declaring  he 
had  forfeited  his  Authority,  and  then  fenf  him  ..to  the 
little  State  whereof  he  was  Sovereign :    They  chofe 
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in  his  Place  Prince  Suen  tiy  who  was  Grandfi»i  to  the 
Emperor  Vou  iu 

Suen  ti,   the  Seuentb  Emperor^   reigtied  twenty- 
five  Tears. 

THE  Misfbrmnes  whidi  this  Prince  fiiflfer^d  in 
his  Youth,  did  not  a  little  contribute  to  the  Virtues 
which  qualily*d  Lim  lor  the  Government  of  the  Em- 
pire •,  he  had  been  educated  in  a  Prifon,  where  the 
Princefs  his  Mother  had  been  fhut  up  by  the  Com- 
mand of  the  Emperor  Vou  //,  who  fufpe6bed  her, 
tho*  falfly,  of  Witchcraft  and  Sorcery,  being  only  an 
Excufe  to  put  to  Death  the  Princes  and  Princefles  of 
the  Royal  Blood :  The  Keeper  of  the  Prilbn  was 
very  careful  of  him,  and  Suen  ti^  as  loon  as  he  wa« 
Emperor,  rewarded  him  with  a  Principality  for  it. 

This  Prince  was  of  eafy  Accefs,  of  a  very  mild, 
compaflionate  Nature  to  all  unfortunate  Perfbns,  and 
of  an  Application  very  conflant  to  State- Affairs. 

As  the  Laws  were  become  tfoublefbme  and  tedious, 
and  gave  room  for  Querks  and  Tricks  to  confoiHid 
the  cleareft  Matters,  and  to  lengthen  out  Suits,  he  re- 
duced them  to  a  certain  Number  of  Articles,  and  dif^- 
ftnnuU'd  the  reft« 

The  Empei-or  having  been  informed  that  the  King* 
doms  in  Imia^  whkh  were  conquered  by  his  Grand- 
lather,  had  rebelled  againil  htm.  Was  preparing  to  go 
and  chaftife  the  Rebels,  but   was  diifi^ed  from  it 
by  his  Miniflers,  who  told  him  it  Mras  not  worth  hi& 
while  to  ihed  the  Blood  of  his  Subjeds  for  fuch  di* 
Ctant  Conquefts,  and  that  thofe  who  refUled  his  Wif- 
dom  and  Virtue  did  not  defcrve  to  enjoy  the  Blcf* 
fings  of  his  Government  • 
Cyde  39.     In  the  forty-eighth  Year  of  the  Cycle  there  was  t 
Year  be-  great  JEafthquake,   which  overturned  feveral  Moun- 
fbreChrift,  j-^jj^g^  and  fuch  things  not  being  common   here,  it 
57*     Very  much  frightned  the  People,  who  looked  on  it  afi 
foreboding  Ibmc  greater  C^amity. 
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^an  yuy  a  King  of  the  Tartars^  fcnt  Embafladors 
to  the  Emperor  to  pay  him  Homage,  and  to  acknow* 
ledge  himfcif  Tributary  to  him,  whb  were  very  gra- 
cioufly  received,  and  treated  as  Envoys  of  a  Prince 
the  State  was  in  Amity  with. 

Suen  ti  was  eighteen  Years  old  when  he  afcended 
the  Throne,  and  died  in  the  ninth  Year  of  the  Cycle, 
and  in  the  forty-third  Year  of  his  Age,  leaving  his 
Crown  to  his  Son  Tuen  ti. 

Yuen  ti,  the  Eighth  Emperor^  reigned  ftxteen  Tears. 

THE  Angular  Tafte  which'  this  Prince  had  foi* 
L^rning,  and  his  Refpeft  for  learned  Men,  whom 
he  entertained  at  his  Court,  and  with  whom  he  often 
convers'dy  made  him  a  great  Scholar,  tho*  not  a  great 
Prince :  He  was  highly  efteem'd  for  his  Moderation, 
his  Love  to  his  People,  and  his  Frugality ;  and  he 
ufed  to  fay,  That  be  that  could  he  contented  with  little^ 
wanted  for  nothing. 

But  all  thefe  fine  Qualities  were  quite  clouded  thro* 
want  of  Judgment  in  the  Choice  of  his  Minifters, 
having  neither  Regard  to  their  Capacities  nor  Expe^ 
rience ;  for  to  exprefs  themfelves  politely  and  eloquent- 
ly, were  all  the  Qualifications  he  demanded  in  thoft 
with  whom  he  tntrufted  the  greateft  Affairs  of  the 
Empire;  and  thefe  Minifters,  who  had  no  other 
Views  than  their  own  Pronation,  fiU'd  the  Court 
with  Faftions  and  Parties. 

Notwithftanding  the  Peace  which  had  been  con- 
chided  with  the  Tartars^  the  Garrifons  on  the  Gr^t 
Wall  took  two  of  their  Princes  Prifoners  as  they  were 
hunting  in  the  Mountains,  trufting  to  the  San<fUon  of 
the  former  Treaty,  and  beheaded  them  both.  ^ 

The  Emperor,  inftead  of  punifliing  the  Treachery 
which  the  Commander  of  thofc  Forces  had  commit- 
ted, rewarded  him  for  it ;  but  hearing  that  the  Suc- 
ceflbr  of  one  of  thofe  Princes  was  levying  Forces  to 
revenge  that  infamous  Breach  of  the  Peace,  in  order 
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to  appeafe  him,  tad  prevent  the  War,  hewasdblig'd 
to  give  him  a  Princefs  of  the  Imperial  Family  in 
Marriage,  with  a  very  confiderable  Dowry. 

Inteftine  Wars  among  the  Minifters  were  ready  to 
break  out  in  the  Empire,  when  the  Emperor  died  in 
the  twenty-fixth  Year  of  the  Cycle,  and  in  the  forty- 
third  Year  of  his  Age.     He  was  fucceeded  by  his  Son 
.    Aching  tu 

Tching  ti,  the  Ninth  Emperor ^  reigned  26  Tears. 

THE  paffionate  Love  which  this  Prince  had  for 
Women  and  Wine,  engag'd  him  in  all  manner  of 
Vices,  and  he  gave  the  higheft  Places  of  the  Empire 
to  the  Relations  of  die  Emprefs  his  Mother,  who 
was  of  the  Family  of  Lean^.  He  fell  violently  in 
Love  with  a  Woman  belonging  to  the  Playhoufe,  for 
her  fine  Voice,  and  upon  her  Account  drove  his  law- 
ful Wife  from  the  Palace,  taking  this  Adtrels  in  her 
Room,  whom  he  declared  Emprefs,  and  gave  her  Fa- 
ther a  Principality  in  order  to  glofs  over  her  low  Ex 
*  traftion  ;  but  fome  of  his  Minifters  having  rcmon- 
ftrated  to  him  the  Shame  of  fuch  an  Alliance,  he  or- 
dered them  all  to  be  put  to  Death,  and  yet  thefe  are 
but  a  fmall  Part  of  his  Crimes. 

A  fudden  Death  delivered  the  Empire  from  this 
wicked  Prince,  in  the  fifty-firft  Year  of  the  Cycle  : 
He  left  no  Iffue,  but  was  fucceeded  by  his  Nephew 
Hiao  ngai  ti, 

Hiao  ngai  ti,  the  Tenth  Emperor^  reigned  Jtx  Tears. 

THIS  Prince  was  but  eighteen  Years  old  when 
he  came  to  the  Crown,  and  the  Empire  was  in  no 
wife  deceived  in  the  great  Hopes  it  had  conceived  of 
his  Mildnefs  and  Moderation. 

He  dilplaced  feveral  Governors,  whom  he  thought 
unworthy  of  the  great  Dignities  to  ^hich  they  had 
been  raifed,  and  depofed  the  Prime  Minifter,  whole 
Family  was  grown  too  powerful,  and  whofe  Credit 
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leemM  to  overbalance  the  Sovereign  Power :  He 
made  feveral  other  Regulations,  which  were  very  ne- 
ceflary,  and  which  gave  great  Expeftations  of  a  hap- 
py Reign,  had  his  Life  been  prolonged.  In  the  fifth 
Year  of  his  Reign  7'an  youy  King  of  the  Tartars^ 
obtained  Leave  to  come  in  Perfon  to  pay  his  Homage 
to  him,  who  was  received  in  a  very  magnificent  man- 
ner, and  a  firm  Peace  was  eftablifhed  between  the  two 

Nations. 

The  Emperor  dy*d  the  Year  after  this  happened, 

at  the  Age  of  twenty-five,  being  the  lame  Year  that 

Chrift  was  born. 

They  placed  on  the  Throne  a  Prince  defccnded  fi-om 

Tuen  //,  the  eighth  Emperor  of  this  Dynafty,  who 

was  but  nine  Years  old. 

Hiao  ping  ti,  the  Eleventh  Emperor ^  reigned  five  Tears. 

THE  Emprefs,  Grandmother  to  the  young  Em- 
peror, very  imprudendy  trufted  the  Government  of 
the  Empire  in  the  Hands  of  one  Vang  mang^  whoni 
Ihe  made  Colaoy  or  Prime  -Minifter  during  the  Mino- 
rity of  the  Emperor :  This  Man  was  not  only  de- 
ccitfiiland  artfiil,  but  alfo  exceffively  proud,  and  made 
no  Scruple  to  commit  the  moft  cruel  Aftions  to  gra- 
tify the  fecret  Ambition  he  had  of  ufurping  the  Sove- 
reign Authority. 

He  had  an  Aflbciate  in  his  Minilhy  who  was  a 
Man  of  Merit,  but  his  Ambition  could  fufier  no  Ri- 
val, and  therefore  he  found  ways  to  remove  him  fi-om 
the  Government,  and  to  make  himfelf  abfolute.  In 
order  to  execute  his  Defign,  he  made  feveral  new 
Principalities,  and  beftowed  them  on  thofe  who  were 
moft  devoted  to  his  Intereft. 

In  the  fecond  Year  of  the  Cycle,  the  treacherous  Cyclc  40. 
Vang  mang  mixed  Poifon  with  the  Emperor's  Food,  Year  be- 
which  in  a  fe^  Days  reduced  him  to  the  laft  Extre-  fore  Chrift, 
mity,  during  whicn  time  the  Traitor  pretended  to  la-       4« 
ment  very  gready,  and  made  the  Palace  refound  with 
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his  Cries,  making  Vows  to  Heaven  for  the  Recovery 
of  the  Emperor,  and  offering  his  own .  Life  as  a  Sa- 
crifice  for  his,  the  better  to  conceal  his  monflrous 
'  Crime. 

However  he  did  not  think  it  fafe  at  this  Jundnre 
to  ufurp  the  Empire,  but  placed  the  Imperial  Crown 
for  the  prefent  on  the  Head  of  a  young  Infant  of  two 
Years  old,  called  lu  tfe  yngj  who  defcended  from  Suen 
ft  the  feventh  Emperor  of  this  Dynafly . 

lu  tic  yng,  the  Twelfth  Emperor y  reigned  three  Tears. 

THE  Infancy  of  this  Prince  maintained  Vang 
ptang  in  the  Power  which  he  had  afTumM,  and  he 
made  ufe  of  it  to  increafe  his  Party  ;  three  Years  were 
Icarcely  paft  when  he  made  the  young  Prince  quit 
the  Throne  on  which  he  had  placed  him,  and  pro- 
claimed himfelf  Emperor. 

Vang  mang,  the  Ufurper^  reigned  fourteen  Tears. 

A  S  foon  as  the  Ufurper  was  plac'd  on  the  Throne, 
vhich  he  had  obtained  by  the  vileft  of  Crimes,    he 
gave  the  Name  of  Tfm  to  his  Family,  which  ligni- 
fies  New :    He  divided  the  Empire  into  nine  Pro- 
vinces, and  each  Province  into  feveral  Difbids,  over 
which  he  fet  Governors  in  whom  he  could  confide, 
and  created  feveral  new  Principalities  to  increafe  the 
Number  of  his  Dependants,     After  this  he  began  to 
think  himfelf  very  fafe  on  the  Throne,    but  loon 
found  himfelf  mifkken,  for  feveral  of  the  Grandees 
leaguing  together  drew  a  numerous  Army  into  the 
Field,  to  which  they  gave  the  Name  of  fcbe  mouy^ 
becaufe  the  Soldiers  had  painted  their  Eyebrows  red, 
to  diflinguifh  themfelves  from  their  Enemies.     The 
other  Armies  were  commanded  by  two  Chiefs  who 
were  Brothers,  of  the  Family  of  Hauy  whofc  Namc^ 
were  Lieou  fteou^  and  Lieou  yng :   Thefe  Wars  lafled 
^  a  long  time,  and  were  very  bloody.     The  nineteenth 
Year  of  the  Cycle  there  was  fuch  a  Multitude  of 
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Gralhoppers,  that  they  devoured  the  Harveft,  ami 
a  great  Famine  enfucd,  which  occafionM  abuadanee 
of  Riots  and  Robberies* 

In  the  twentieth  Year  the  Ufurper's  Army  was  ea- 
tirely  defeated,  his  Palace  plundered  and  burnt  to  the 
Ground,  his  own  Throat  cut,  and  his  Head  put  on 
a  Pitchfork  and  publickly  expos'd.  The  vidloriou? 
Army  eledbcd  Hoai  yang  vang  Emperor,  who  was  ^ 
Defcendant  of  King  H  the  fourth  Emperor  of  thU 
Dynafty. 

Hoai  yang  vang,  the  Thirteenth  Emperor ,  reigned 

two  Tears^ 

THE  loot  and  effeminate  Life  which  this  new 
Emperor  led,  induced  the  Army  to  •  take  the  Crown 
from  him,  as  being  unworthy  10  wear  it. 

They  put  in  his  Place  Vang  lang^  who  was  an  Im- 
poftor,  pretending  himfelf  to  be  the  Son  of  Aching  ti 
the  ninth  Emperor,  but  the  Cheat  being  diicovered 
they  cut  off  his  Head,  and  elefted  in  his  Place  Lieau 
fteouy  who  aflum'd  the  Name  of  ^ang  vou  ti^  and 
was  defcended  from  the  tenth  Son  of  Kang  ti,  the 
fourth  Emperor  of  the  reigning  Dynafly. 

Quang  vou  ti,  the  Fourteenth  Emperor,  reigned 

thirty-three  Tears. 

THIS  Prince  remov*d  his  Court  from  the  Pro* 
vince  of  Cbcnfi  to  that  of  Ho  nan,  and  made  him-? 
(elf  femous  by  his  Politicks  and  warlike  Atchiever 
ments ;  and  tho'  he  had  but  an  indifferent  Education 
among  the  Country  People,  yet  he  was  very  mild, 
affable,  liberal,  and  a  great  Admirer  of  learned  Men, 
whom  he  brought  to  his  Court,  and  gave  them  ho- 
nourable Places. 

He  was  twelve  Years  employed  in  fubduing  the  Re- 
bels, and  fettling  the  Peace  of  the  Empire ;  becaufe 
the  Army,  the  Soldiers  of  which  had  painted  their  Eye- 
brows ral,  would  have  chofen  an  Emperor  oftheFa- 
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mily  of  Han^  called  Pouan  tfiy  who  being  defeated, 
went  to  the  Emperor,  threw  himfelf  at  his  Feet,  and 
intreated  his  Clemency,  and  the  Emperor  granted  him 
not  only  his  Life,  but  gave  him  likcwife  a  Prin- 
cipality. The  Cbinefe  Annals  fay,  that  in  the  twenty- 
eighth  Year  of  the  Cycle,  the  laft  Day  of  the  fcventh 
Moon,  there  was  a  total  Eclipfe  of  the  Sun,  which 
appeared  before  the  Time  that  it  was  foretold :  I  leave 
it  to  Aftronomers  to  examine  if  this  Eclipfe  is  the 
fame  which  happened  at  the  Death  of  Chrift. 

^ang  vou  ti  died  in  the  fixty-firft  Year  of  his  Age, 
and  the  fifty-fourth  of  the  Cycle,  leaving  ten  Chil- 
dren ;  Qnc  of  them  called  Ming  H  fucceedcd  him, 

Ming  ti,  the  Fifteenth  Emperor^  reigned  eighteen  Tears, 

THIS  Prince  is  extolled  by  the  Hiftorians  for 
his  Prudence,  Clemency,  and  Judgment :  He  cfta- 
blilh*d  an  Academy  of  Sciences  in  his  Palace  for  the 
Benefit  of  young  Noblemen  of  the  Empire ;  Stran- 
gers were  alfo  admitted  into  it,  and  he  was  often  pre^ 
lent  there  himfelC 

He  placed  in  a  Hall  the  Pidtures  of  the  greateft 
Men  of  the  Empire. 

He  married  the  Daughter  of  one  of  his  Generals, 
.  and  declared  her  Emprels,  which  Marriage  was  genc- 
.  rally  applauded.     The  Hoang  boj  or  Yellow  River, 
having  often  overflowed  the    neighbouring    Coun- 
try, the  Emperor  caufed  a  Bank  to  be  made  to  pre- 
vent thefe  Inundations,  which  was  ten  Leagues  long, 
and  one  hundred  thouland  Men  were  employ*d  in 
that  Work. 
Cycle  41.     In  the  fecond  Year  of  the  Cycle,  dreaming  that  a 
A,  D.  64.  ]^2^n  of  a  Gigantick  Size  appeared  to  him^  he  re- 
membred  a  Word  which  Confucius  had  often  faid,  that 
the  Holy  One  was  in  the  Wefl^  upon  which  he  fent  im- 
mediately Embafladors  to  India  to  feek  for  the  .true 
Religion, 
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i  Thefe  AmbalEidors  ftaidat  a  Place  where  the  Idol 
Foe  was  in  great  Veneration,  and  taking  fome  Bonzes 
with  them  to  Chinaj  they  introduced  that  impious  Seft 
into  the  Empire,  as  alfo  the  ridiculous  Opinion  of 
MJetempfycbofis :  This  Emperor  is  greatly  condemned  by 
the  Chinefi  Hiftorians  for  having  admitted  fuch  a  dc- 
teftable  Doftrine ;  he  died  the  twelfth  Year  of  the 
Cycle,  and  left  his  Crowil  to  his  Son  Tcbang  tu 

Tchang  ti,  /i&<f  Sixteenth  Empror^  reigned  13  Tears^ 

THE  Reign  of  this  Prince  was  very  pacifick,  be- 
ing neither  difturbed  by  Wars  at  home  or  abroad,, 
which  is  attributed  to  his  Wifdom  and  Prudence,   as 
*^  alio  to  the  Protedtion  he  granted  to  Men  of  Learn-. 

ing. 

He  died  the  twenty-fifth  Year  ©f  the  Cycle,  in  the 
thirty-firft  Year  of  his  Age,  and  his  Son  Uotiy  who 
was  but  ten  years  old,  fuccecdedliim. 

Ho  ti,  the  Seventeenth  Emperor^  reigned  1 7  Tears: 

A  S  this  young  Prince  was  but  ten  Years  old,  the 
Emprefs  his  Mother  was  his  Guardian :  His  Authori- 
ty was  extended  to  very  remote  Countries,  through 
the  Valour  of  one  of  his  Generals  called  Pan  tchao^  who 
obliged  a  great  number  of  Sovereigns  to  pay  Homage 
to  the  Emperor,  and  to  crave  his  Proteftion ;  It  is 
faid  that  he  went  into  Judea^  which  the  Chinefe  call 
Ta  tftn^  fpending  feveral  Years  in  thefe  Expeditions. 

The  Wife  of  the  Emperor  having  given  caufe  for 
Jealoufy,  was  divorced,  and  foon  after  died  with 
Grief,  when  the  Emperor  married  one  of  his  Gene- 
ral's Ditughters,  and  .  made  her  Emprefs :  She  was  a 
Princels  of  an  extraordinary  Merit,  and  well  skiird 
in  all  the  Chinefe  Learning. 

Ho  ti  was  the  firft  Emperor  that  introduced  Eu- 
nuchs in  his  Palace,  and  raifed  them  to  the  higheft 
Places  of  the  Empire,  which  was  the  Occafipn  of  great     - 
Pifturbances  afterwards. 

The 
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The  Emperor  died  in  the  twenty-feventh  Year  of 
bis  Age,  and  the  forty-fecond  Year  of  the  Cycle,  and 
his  Son  called  Chang  ti  fucceeded  him. 

Chang  ti,  the  Eighteenth  Emperor^  reigned  one  Tear. 

THIS  Prmce  ought  nottobenumber'd  amongft  the 

Emperors,  becaufe  he  was  only  a  Child  in  the  Cradle 

when  the  Crown  was  plac'd  on  his  Head,    and  lived 

.   fcarcely  a  Year  after.     Ngan  tiy  Grandfon  to  Tcbavg^ 

tij  fucceeded  him  on  the  Throne, 

l^gan  ti,  the  Nineteenth  Emperor^  reigned  19  Tears. 

'  A  S  this  Prince  was  but  thirteen  Years  of  Age,, 
the  Emprefs  his  Mother  was  itiade  Regent,  and  took 
upon  her  the  Sovereign  Authority,  which  fhe  was  fo 
well  pleas'd  with,  that  Ihe  prolonged  her  Regency 
beyond  the  Bounds  prefcribed  by  the  Laws, 

She  thought  that  the  Extent  of  the  Empire  was  too 
great,  and,  fearing  of  what  dangerous  Con&quence  it 
might  prove,  Ihe  refufcd  the  Homage  which  foreign 
Nations  ufe  to  pay  to  the  Emperor,  and  reduced  the 
Bounds  of  the  Empire  to  a  narrower  Compals. 

Ngan  ti  had  created  one  of  his  Wives  Emprefs,  but 
this  Princefs,  his  Mother,  finding  that  Ihe  was  bar- 
ren, advifcd  her  to  take  another  Woman's  Son  as  her 
Cycle  42.  ^wn,  and  fecretly  to  poyfon  the  true  Mother  of  the 
^D.  124.  Child.  The  Emperor  died  the  fecond  Year  of  the 
Cycle,  in  the  thirty-fecond  Year  of  his  Age,  and  was 
fucceeded  by  his  Son  Chun  ti. 

Chun  ti,  the  Twentieth  Erkperor^  reigned  19  Tears. 

THE  beginnmg  of  the  Reign  of  this  Prince  was 
remarkable  on  account  of  fevcral  Viftories  which 
he  obtained  over  the  Barbarians. 

The  Emprefs  who  had  poifon*d  the  Concubine, 
Mother  of  Chun  tiy  did  not  long  outlive  her  Crime ; 
^nd  the  Emperor  being  informed  of  it,    forbid  that 
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ihe  fhould  have  honourable  Obfequies  fuiuble  to  her 
Dignity,  in  order  to  be  reveng'd  for  the  Death  of  his 
Mother. 

In  the  ninth  Year  of  the  Cycle  a  great  Number  of 
Vagabonds  uniting,  niade  a  confidera^ble  Arnay  under^ 
the  Comniand  of  one  called  Ma  mien^  and  plundered 
feveral  Towns  of  the  Southern  Proviijces.  This  Chief, 
flufli'd  with  Viftory,  thought  immediately  of  ufurpr 
ing  the  Crown,  but  he  was  flain  before  he  could  ac-. 
compliih  his  Defign, 

The  Emperor  died  in  the  twenty-firft  Year  of  thc^ 
Cycle,  and  thirty-fecond  Year  of  his  Age,  and  wa^ 
fucceedcd  by  his  Son  I'cbung  tu 

Tchung  ti,  the  twenty-firjl  Emperor ^  reigned  one  tear. 

HE  was  two  Years  old  when  he  afcendcd  th^ 
Throne,  and  died  the  6me  Yean  The  Reign  of  his 
Succcflbr  was  of  no  longer  Duration. 

Tche  ti,  the  twenty-fecond  Emperor^  reigned  one  Tear. 
HE  was  but  eight  Years  old  when  he  fucceedecl 
to  the  Crown,  but  had  a  maturity  of  Genius  far  a-, 
bovc  his  Years,  which  raifed  the  Expedations  of  the 
whole  Empire.  This  Prince  being  fo  young,  Leang 
kij  the  Brother  of  the  Emprefe, .  defpis'd  him*  and  a-- 
twfmg  his  Sifter's  Authority  fpoke  and  afted  as  if 
he  had  been  abfolute  Maftcr  5  nor  could  he  forbear 
fliewing  his  Pride  and  Infolence  at  a  publick  Aflem- 
bly  in  the  Prefence  of  the  Emperor^  who  taking  No- 
tice of  his  haughty  Behaviour,  faid  to  thofe  about 
him,  looking  ftcd&ftly  on  Leang  H,  Thai  is  a  very 

arrofant  Fellow.  r         l- 

Thefe  Words  coft  the  Prince  dear -,  for  Leangkt^ 
finding  that  he  had  reafon  to  fear  his  Refentment  for 
his  ill  Conduft,  took  care  to  get  him  poiloned;  fo 
that  this  young  Prince  reigned  but  one  Year,  and  his 
cldeft  Brother  ^Houan  ti  fuccecded  him,  • 
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Houan  ti,  the  Twenty-third  Emperor ^  reigned,  2 1  Tears. 

UNDER  the  Reign  of  this  Emperor  the  Magi- 
ftracy  became  Venal :  He  was  a  great  Proteftor  of 
the  Scft  of  Leao  kiun^  and  Eunuchs  were  his  greateft 
Favourites,  which  obliged  the  Learned  Men  to  retire 
from  Court,  tho*  the  Emperor  did  his  endeavours, 
both  by  Invitations  and  rich  Prefents  which  he  fent 
them,  to  keep  them  near  him :  But  this  proved  inef- 
iedual,  for  thefe  wife  Men  preferred  Tranquility  to 
the  continual  Follies  of  a  Court,  where  the  whole 
Authority  was  placed  in  the  Hands  of  Eunuchs. 

However  Leang  kiy  the  Murderer  of  the  late  Em- 
peror, was  raifed  to  the  highcft  Dignities  of  the  Em- 
pire, and  his  Wife  was  honoured  with  the  Title  of 
Heroine^  with  a  yearly  Revenue  of  500,000  ^aels. 

Thcfc  great  Favours  fo  fwellcd  his  Pride  and  Am- 
bition,  that  he  thpught  he  could  do  whatfoever  he 
plcafed:  At  the  beginning  of  the  Cbinefe  Year,  when 
all  the  Grandees  pay  their  Duty  to  the  Emperor,  he 
had  the  Confidence  to  enter  the  Palace  with  his  Sabre 
by  his  Side,  contrary  to  all  the  Laws  of  the  Coun- 
try: Upon  this  he  was  immediately  difarmed,  and 
obliged  to  acknowledge  his  Crime,  and  ask  the  Em- 
peror's Pardon  for  it,  which  was  accordingly  grant- 
ed him.  But  his  Infolence  and  Pride  foon  made  him 
odious  to  every  body,  and  finding  himfelf  furrounded 
by  a  Troop  of  Eunuchs,  whofe  Vengeance  he  could 
not  efcape,  he  murdered  both  his  Wife  and  himfelf. 
His  Relations  and  Friends  were  ftrJpt  of  all  the  h^h 
Dignities  to  which  he  had  preferred  them,  and  his 
Riches,  which  were  very  great,  were  confifcated. 

In  the  twenty-eighth  Year  6f  the  Cycle  there  was 
fuch  a  dreadful  Famine  in  fome  Parts  of  the  Empire, 
that  many  of  the  Cbine/e  were  obliged  to  feed  upon 
Human  Flelh.  ^ 

The  Emperor  died  the  forty-fourth  Year  of  the 
Cycle,  and  in  the  thirt^-fixth  Year  of  his  Age.  Al- 
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tho'  he  had  a  great  many  Concubines,  he  left  no  If- 
luc  :  Ling  //,  who  was  of  the  Family  of  Jcban  ti^  fac- 
ceeded  him.    * 

Ling  ti,  the  twenty-fourth  Emperor^  reigned  22  Tears. 

AMONGST  the  ill  Qualities  for  which  this 
Prince  is  chiefly  blamed,  his  AfFeftion  for  Eunuchs 
is  not  the  leaft,  for  he  gave  them  more  Power  than 
his  Predeceflbrs  had  done ;  befides,  he  had  an  Aver- 
lion  againft  thofe  that  attempted  to  give  him  good 
Counlel :  He  was  likewife  very  avaritious,  and  of  a 
fharp  fatirjcal  Humour.  . 

The  only  good  Aftion  for  which  this  Emperor 
is  extolled,  was  the  Care  that  he  took  to  have  the 
wife  Inftruftions  of  the  ancient  Emperors,  which  were 
contained  in  the  five  ClaflicalJBooks,  ingraven  on  Mar- 
ble Tables,  and  publickly  expofed  at  the  Entrance  of 
the  Academy. 

The  Power  of  the  Eunuchs  became  fo  very  greats 
that  they  caufcd  a  great  number  of  the  Nobles  xk 
the  Empire,  who  had  confpired  againft  them,  to  be 
put  to  Death.  This  gave  rife  to  many  Rebellions  5 
icveral  Armies  of  Vagabonds  appeared  openly  in  the 
Field,  who  ftiled  themfelves  Tellow-Caps^  commanded 
by  thjree  Brothers  called  "Tchangy  of  the  Seft  of  Leao 
kiuHy  who  plundered  divers  Provinces :  At  laft  theii^ 
Armies  were  defeated  one  after  another,  and  the  three 
Brothers  pcriftx*d. 

The  Barbarians  (for  fo  the  Cinnefe  call  all  Stran-  Cycle  43. 
gprs)  endeavoured  feveral  times  to  make  Conquefts -^./>.  184* 
in  the  Empire,  but  were  repulfed  by  a  Cbinefe  Gene- 
ral called  Touan  kiong. 

In  the  fifth  Year  of  the  Cycle  fome  remaining  Re- 
bels, called  Tellow-CapSy  appeared  again  in  order  to 
create  new  Troubles.  The  Emperor  died  th«  fol- 
lowing Year,  in  the  thirty-fourth  Year  of  his  Age, 
without  having  named  a  SucceiTor ;  his  fecond  Son 
Him  ti  fucceeded  him. 

Hicn 
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Hicn  ti,  Ibe  Twenty-fifib  Emperor^  reigned  3  r  Tears. 

THE  eldeft  Brother  of  this  Emperor,  who  reigned 
ibme  Months,  and  then  abdicated  the  Crown  to  Hien 
tij  is  not  numbered  among  the  Emperors.  Hien  ti 
was  but  nine  Years  of  Age  when  he  came  to  the 
Crown ;  the  Weaknels,  Negligence,  and  Stupidity  of 
this  Prince,  occafion'd  perpetual  Contentions  at  hon^ 
as  well  as  abroad. 

China  was  divided  firft  into  three,  afterwards  into 
feur  Parts,  and  had  as  many  Sovereigns.  The  Eafl^rn 
Part  firft  confpircd  againft  Tong  tchoj  Genpal  of  the 
Imperial  Army,  who  murdered  the  Emperor  and 
his  eldeft  Brother,  and  burnt  the  Palace ;  and  having 
cpen'd  the  Sepulchres  of  the  Emperors,  he  found  a 
great  dcid  of  Wealth  in  dicm,  and  removed  his  Court 
mto  the  Province  of  Chtnfi :  But  his  Crimes  did  not 
long  go  unpunilhed,  for  the  next  Year  he  was  mur- 
dered, and  his  Body  expofed  in  the  publick  Market* 
place. 

In  the  mean  time  the  TelltmhCaps^  taking  advantage 
of  thele  Diforders,  very  much  encreas'd  the  Number 
t£  Rebels,  but  they  were  gradually  deftroy'd  by  ^lyao 
faoj  who  ufurp'd  the  Sovereign  Authority,  of  which 
he  Ws  ftript,  die  thhty-fevcnth  Year  of  the  Cycle, 
by  his  own  Son  called  Tfaopoi^  and  banifhed  to  a 
Principality  which  he  ^ve  him,  and  where  he  died 
fourteen  Yean  after,  being  g^erally  deipifed. 
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^he  Sixth  Dynajiy^  called  Hcou  han,  that  ts^ 
the  latter  Family  ^Han,  which  had  two  Em^ 
perors  in  the  Space  of  forty -four  Years. 

Tchao  lie  vang,  the  Ftrft  Empror^  reigned  3  Tears^ 

nrCHAO  LIE  VANG  wascaird  hdort  Lteaap^ 
^  and  was  dcfcended  from  King  ti^  the  fourth  Em- 
peror of  the  preceding  Dynafty.  This  Prince  wa$ 
very  tall,  and  had  a  majeftick  Air,  of  great  Cou-? 
rage,  (poke  but  little,  and  in  all  Events,  whether 
good  or  bad,  was  always  of  an  even  Teniiper. 

When  he  drew  near  his  End,  he  fpoke  to  thofe 
that  were  about  him  in  the  following  manner} 
**  When  once  we  have  attained  to  the  Age  of  fifty 
**  Years,  we  have  no  reafon  to  complain  of  the 
**  Shortnefe  of  our  Lives ;  why  fhould  I  then  com* 
**  plain,  who  am  above  fixty  Years  of  Age  ?" 

Afterwards  he  fpoke  to  his  firfl  Minifter,  called  C0 
Leat^^  in  the  Prcfence  of  his  own  Son,  whom  he  had 
appointed  his  SuccefTor  j  "  If,  laid  he,  my  Son  fhould 
*'  rcfufe  to  pay  to  your  wife  Counfel  the  due  Re- 
gard which  he  ought,  take  the  Crown  away  from 
lim,  and  reign  in  his  Stead. "  Then  turning  to  his 
Son,  he  flfid,  "  How  light  foever  a  Fault  may  feem 
**  to  you,  beware  of  committing  it;  and  how  fmall 
«*  foever  a  virtuous  Adion  may  appear,  do  not  for- 
**  bear  to  do  it.  Virtue  alone  deferves  our  Atten- 
**  tion  and  iPurfuit ;  I  have  had  too  little  to  ferve  you 
**  for  an  Eicample ;  be  tradable  to  the  Counfels  of 
**  Co  leangj  and  you  will  find  in  him  a  fecond  Fa- 
"  ther." 

This  Prince  died  in  the  fixty-third  Year  of  his 
Age,  and  the  fortieth  Year  of  the  Cycle,  after  he 
had  named  his  Son  Meou  ti  for  his  Succellbr* 

Heou 
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Heou  ti,  the  Second  Emperor y  reigned  41  Tears. 

WHILST  the  Prime  Minifter  lived  Heou  tl 
fidlow'd  the  Steps  of  his  Father :  He  kept  his  Court 
at  Aching  touj  the  Metropolis  of  the  Province  of  Se 
tcbuen ;  there  were  then  in  the  Northern  Provinces 
three  Sovereigns  of  the  Family  of  Gueij  and  in  the 
Southern  Provinces  the  Family  of  Hou  kept  their 
Court  at  Nan  king. 

The  Family  of  G««,  which  was  the  moft  power- 
ful of  the  three,  lafted  but  forty-fix  Years  :  It  was 
deftroy'd  by  a  General  of  his  Army,  whole  Son  be- 
came the  Founder  of  the  following  Dynafty.  The 
Family  of  Ou  had  four  Kings  in  the  Ipace  of  four 
Years.  * 

Thefe  different  Principalities  occafioned  many  Wars  ; 
in  one  of  which  the  Emperor  loft  two  great  Generals, 
called  Tcbangft^  and  ^ang  yu  :  This  latter  is  num- 
bered amon^  their  Idols,  and  honoured  as  the  Mars 
of  China. 

The  famous  Co  leang  had  diverfe  Encounters  with 
the  King  of  Gueiy  but  was  frequendy  overcome.  The 
King  of  Guet 9  being  now  grown  formidable,  rcfolved 
to  conquer  the  Kings  of  Han  and  O//,  who  were 
leagued  together :  In  order  to  put  his  Defign  in  Exe- 
cution he  put  himfelf  at  the  Head  of  a  large  Army, 
and  march'd  to  the  fide  of  the  great  River  Tang  tfe 
kiangy  which  he  intended  to  have  crofs'd,  out  feeing 
the  Waves  very  rough  and  boifterous,  *'  Doubtlefi, 
*'  faid  he,  thefe  are  the  Bounds  which  Heaven  hath 
*'  put  to  the  Ambition  of  Mortals  i"  and  immediately 
turned  back. 
Cydc  44.  Song  tcbao^  who  was  General  to  the  King  of  Gueij 
-<f. D. 244.  being  puft  up  with  Succefs,  and  abufing  the, Credit 
which  he  had  obtained  in  the  Army,  rebell'd  againft 
his  Mafter,  whom  he  overcame,  and  thereupon  rc- 
folved to  make  his  way  to  the  Throne :  The.  Son  of 
Heou  ti^  feeing  how  ill  Affairs  went,  advis'd  his  Fa- 
ther 
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ther  to  go  and  encounter  the  Enemy,  telling  hiih  that 
he  muft  either  conquer  or  die,  there  being  no  other* 
Medium  left  j  which  Advice  the  Emperor  reflisM  to 
comply  with.  The  young  Prince,  being  gricv'd  at 
his  Father's  Cowardife,  retired  into  a  Hall  of  his 
Anceftors,  and  flew  his  Wife  and  himfelf  after- 
ward^i 

In  the  fortieth  Year  of  the  Cycle  the  Imperial 
Army  was  cut  in  Pieces,  and  the  Palace  plunder 'd .' 
The  cowardly  Emperor  went  and  deliver'd  himfelf  up  * 
into  the  Hands  of  the  Conqueror,  who  gave  him  a 
finall  Principality,  where  he  lived  feven  Years,  and 
died  in  the  fixty-fifth  Year  of  his  Age, 


7i&<?  f event h  tJyna/iyy   called  Tfin,   which  had 
Jifteen  Emperors  in  the  Space  of  i^^  Tears. 

Chi  tfouvouti,  the  firfi  £fnperor^    reigned  25  Te^rs* 

npHIS  Name,  which  was  aflumed  by  the  Son 
'^  of  the  General  Song  tcbao^  Founder  of  this  Dyna- 
fty,  feems  to .  be  the  lame  as  that  of  the  fourth,  ne-» 
vertheleft  it's  vaftly  different  from  it,  not  only  in 
the  Charafter  wherein,  it  is  written,  but  alfo  in  the 
Pronunciation. 

This  new  Emperor  kept  his  Court  in  the  Pro- 
vince of  Honan :  He  was  a  magnanimous  Prince,  and 
of  a  quick  Apprehenfion  ;  his  Integrity  was  fo  great, 
that  he  could  not  endure  the  leaft  Diffimulation. 

His  Reign  was  very  much  difturbed  by  the  war- 
like Preparations  of  many  petty  Sovereigns  who  a- 
lpir*d  to  the  Crown,  but  thofe  of  the  South  were  of- 
ten overcome  by  thofe  of  the  North. 
.  The  Eooperor,  having  fubdued  and  pacified  the 
Northern  Provinces,  marchM  with  his  Army  into 
the  Southern  Provinces,  and  paffed  the  River  Tang 
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tfe  kiang  Ivithout  oppofition ;  he  went  afterwards  in- 
to the  Kingdom  of  0»,  and  befieged  the  Metropolis  i 
The  King,  being  unable  to  make  any  Refiftance,  cantte 
out  of  the  City,  and  delivered  hknielf  into  the  Hands 
of  the  Emperor,  who  gave  him  a  fmali  Principality^ 
where  he  ended  his  Days. 

In  the  feventeenth  Year  of  his  Reign,  finding  that 
he  was  at  Peace  both  at  home  and  abro^,  he  impru- 
dently disbanded  his  Army,  and  gave  himfclf  up  ta 
Idlenefs  and  Luxury : .  He  died  in  the  fifty -fifth  Year 
of  his  Age,  and  the  forty-fifth  of  the  Cycle,  and  left 
a  numerous  Pofterity.  Hoei  ti  his  eldeft  Son  fucceed- 
ed  him. 

Hoei  ti,  the  Second  Emperor^  reigned  feventeen  Tears. 

THIS  Prince  had  no  Spirit  or  Genius,  and  was 
entirely  incapable  of  filling  tne  high  Station  he  was 
placed  in :  However  the  Beginning  of  his  Reign  was 
fuccefsful  through  the  Ability  of  four  of  his  Cliicf 
Minifters,  in  whom  he  put  Confidence,  but  a  jealous 
and  paflionate  "Wife  foon  put  the  Court  and  Empire 
into  Confufion. 

,  This  Woman  had  the  Tide  of  Second  Queen  j  fhe 
got  the  Emprefs  removed  fix)m  Court,  poifon'd  her 
only  Son,  and  procured  all  the  Nobles  of  the  Em- 
prefs's  Party  to  be  put  to  Death. 

Thefe  barbarous  Aftions  caufed  a  great  deal  of 
Blood-fhed  ;  the  Second  Queen  wat  murdered  in  her 
turn,  with  all  that  were  of  her  Party,  and  the  Em- 
peror was  obliged  to  fly  in  order  to  fave  his  Life. 

The  tributary  Princes  took  advantage  of  all  thde 
Difordcrs ;  the  King  of  Iji  headed  an  Army,  and 
being  fwellcd  with  fome  Succefe,  which  he  had  obtained 
at  firft,  doubted  not  to  make  his  way  to  the  Crowjii 
but  was  (lain  in  a  Battle :  Another  Prince  of  the  Fa* 
mily  of  Han^  who  reign'd  in  the  Northern  Provinces, 
aiKi  had  taken  Arms>  met  with  the  fame  Fate. 

At 
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At  that  time  there  fjft-ang  up  a  new  Seft,  which 
l¥as  only  a  Branch  of  that  oi  Lao  kiun^  but  was  called 
Vau  guei  kiao^  that  is  to  fay,  thi  Doifnne  of  the  Void; 
and  of  Nothing :  Thefe  Sefteries  taught  the  Way  how 
to  obtain  a  certain  Degree  of  Tranquillity,  which  bound 
tip  all  the  Faculties  of  the  Soul,  and  fufpended  the 
Functions  of  Senfe,  in  which  they  thought  Perfcdiori 
confifted. 

,    The  third  Year  of  the  Cycle  Hoisi  ti  died  of  the  Cycfe  4  j; 
Poilbn  whkh  was  given  him,  in  the  forty-eighth  Year  A.D.  304. 
of  his  Age;  leaving  no  Iffue  behind  him  :  The  Gran- 
dees chofe  the  twenty-fifth  Son  of  the  Founder  of  this 
Dynafty  Emperor ^  called  Hoai  ti. 

Hoai  ti,  the  Third  Emperor ^  reigned  fix  liars. 

THE  Choice  of  this  Empcrbr  at  firft  was  gene- 
tally  approvM^  for  he  was  indiied  with  Qualities  which 
promifed  a  happy  Reign  j  but  the  Pride  and  Ambi- 
tion ^f  all  the  little  Sovereigns,  which  I  have  already 
mentioned^  and  which  increased  daily  through  the 
Wcakncft  of  the  Emperors,  caujfed  great  Troubles  ia 
the  Empire  during*  many  Years. 

One  of  thefe  petty  Kings,  caljed  Lieou  yuen^  waaf 
ready  to  dethrone  the  Emperor^  but  Death  interrupt- 
td  the  Courfe  of  his  Victories :  However  his  Son  Lteoti 
tfong  followed  his  Steps  with  Succef?,  got  poflcflion 
of  die  Palace^  and  flew  the  Emperor's  Son. 

And  after  that  he  had  fof  ced  the  Emperor  to  wait 
6n  him  at  Table,  in  the  Habit  of  a  Slave,  he  had 
him  put  to  death  :  It  was  ip  fhe  tenth  Year  of  the' 
Cycle, -ind  the  thirtieth  Year  of  his  .Age,  that  Hoal 
ti  wfts  flain,  and  the  Qrandees  chofe  iSn  tii  Grandibn' 
bf  the  Founder  of  this  Dynafty; 

Min  ti^  the  Fourth  Emperor^  reigned  four  Tears. 

^  H I S  Prmcc  had  no  better  luck  than  his  Prede- 

-        »  <       -» 

ceflbr ;  he  had  fcarcely  reigned  three  Years  when  Lieo^ 
yao  plundered  his  Palace ;   he  granted  him  his  Life^ 
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and  b::!.:'^:?d  him  into  a  Principality  of  the  Province 

'     of  C\.7/  /;,  v/::  xt  he  Jived  about  a  Year  in  exile,  and 

Y/:is  t'.::i  fi;.:.  Ly  the  Ki/ig  oi  Han:   They  chofe  in 

ills  i^x  J  a  Grundfon  of  the  Founder  of  this  Dynafty. 

Yi:.::  ti,  the  Fifth  Emf^rri%  relgntd  fix  Tears. 

THIS  Empf '^  r  is  commended  for  his  Gravity^ 
F'  ugality,  Mc  -deration,  and  Efteem  of  wife  and  learn- 
ed Men. 

This  Prince  removed  his  Court  from  the  Weft  to  the 
Eaft,  and  kept  it  in  the  City  of  Nan  king^  which  ha» 
given  the  Name  to  his  Family  of  the  E^ern  Family 
of  TJin:  In  the  fixth  Year  of  his  Reign  he  fell  into 
a  deep  Melancholy,  which  was  the  Caufe  of  his  Death 
in  the  forty-fixth  Year  of  his  Age :  His  Son  fuccecd- 
ed  him. 

Ming  ti,  the  Sixth  Emperor^  reigned  three  Tears. 

THE  Chinefe  Hiftory  mentions  nothing  particular 
of  this  Prince,  only  that  he  reigned  three  Years,  and 
died  the  twenty-fecond  Year  of  the  Cycle,  in  the 
twenty-feventh  Year  of  his  Age,  and  was  fucceeded 
by  his  Son  Tching  ti.. 

Tching  ti,  the  Seventh  Emperor y  reigned  1 7  Tears. 

WHEN  this  Prince  afcended  the  Throne  he  was 
but  five  Years  old,  and  the  Emprcfs,  his  Mother,  was 
entrufted  with  the  Government. 

Some  of  the  moft  powerful  of  the  petty  Sovereigns 
were  then  at  War  with  each  other,  in  order  to  pave 
their  Way  to  the  Imperial  Throne.  When  this  young 
Prince  died  he  was  but  twenty-one  Years  old,  and  his 
Brother  Cang  ti  fucceeded  him. 

Gang  ti,  the  Eighth  Emperor^  reigned  two  Tears. 

THE  fortieth  Year  of  the  Cycle  this  Prince  a- 
fcended  the  Throne^  and  died  the  forty-firit  Year  of  ! 

the 
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the  Cycle,  in  the  forty -fecond  Year  of  his  Age,  leav- 
ing the  Crown  to  his  eldeft  Son,  called  Mo  ti. 

Mo  ti,  the  Ninth  Emperor^  reigned  feventeen  Tears. 

THE  Emprefs  was  made  Guardian  of  this  young 
Prince,  who  was  but  two  Years  old  when  he  came  to 
(the  Crown :  As  foon  as  he  had  pafled  his  Infancy  he 
ihewed  Marks  of  Prudence  and  Wifdom  far  fuperiqr 
to  his  Age  >  he  followed  the  Advice  of  his  Minifters, 
^nd  recovered  fcveral  Provinces. 

Houan  ven,  who  commanded  the  Imperial  Army, 
vent  into  the  North,  and  punifli'd  a  petty  King  of 
the  Family  of  Han,  virho  had  revolted  from  the  Em- 
peror, whofe  Palace  he  plundered  and  burnt  to  the 
Ground. 

However  this  Puniihment  did  not  frighten  the  petty 
Sovereigns,  but  they  ftill  continued  the  War  with  each 
other  to  increafc  their  Dominions,  in  order  to  obtain 
"the  Imperial  Crown. 

h  the  Emperor  had  lived  he  would  have  overcome 
them,  but  he  died  in  the  nineteenth  Year  of  his  Age, 
'and  the  fifty-eighth  of  the  Cycle :    The  Grandees    . 
chofe  Ngai  ti,  who  was  the  Son  pf  Tcbing  ti,   the 
leventh  Emperor  of  this  Dynafty. 

Ngai  ti,  the  Tenth  J^mperor,  reigned  four  Tears ^ 

'     THIS  Prince  reign*d  but  four  Years,  and  died  in  the  Cycle  46. 
fecond  Year  of  the  Cycle,  and  the  twenty-fifth  of  his  A.D.  364, 
Age,  when  Ti  ye,  his  younger  Brother,  was  eledlcd  by 
the  Grandees  to  fucceed  him. 

I     Ti  ye,  the  Eleventh  Emperor,  reigned  five  Tears. 

The  Reign  of  this  Prince  was  not  much  longer  than 
'that  of  his  Predeceflbr,  altho*  he  lived  longer ;  for  his 
Prime  Minifter,  called  Houan  ven,  having  obtained . 
a  great  Viftory  in  the  North  over  the  King  of  Tuen, 
dethroned  the  Emperor,  and  confined  him  in  a  Citta- 
del,  where  he  lived  an  obfcure  Life  fifteen  Years :  He 
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died  in  the  forty-third  Year  of  hb  Agt^  aiid  the  Qrah- 
dees  chofc  in  his  room  Kien  H)tn  tu  the  laft  of  the  Chil: 
drcn  of  Tuen  /i,  the  fifth  Emperor  of  this  Dynafly. 

Kien  ven  ti,  *tbe  Twelfth  Emperor^  reined  two  Xears. 

H  E  reigned  only  two  Years,  and  dying  in  the  fifty- 
third  Year  of  his  Age  was  fucccedcd  by  his  Son 

V^  tt. 

* 

Vou  ti,  the.  Thirteenth  Empetw.^  rejgned  24  Zeaff. 

FO  U  TI  came  to  the  CroWn  the  tenth  Year  of 
fhe  Cycle ;  Fou  kien^  who  was  Emperor  in  the  North, 
refolved  to  march  with  an  Army  into  the  South  to  at- 
tack the  Emperor,  and  conquer  his  Provinces :  H& 
Minifters  advis'd  him  to  the  contrary,  and  tb  ft>rbear 
fuch  a  dangerous  Enterprife,  but  he  rejefted  their  Ad- 
vice, and  relying  upon  the  Number  and  Bravery  of 
his  Soldiers,  march*d  immediately  with  a  potent  Ar- 
p\y  into  the  South. 

Vou  tij  being  informed  of  this,  drew  put  the  braveft 
pf  his  Men,  and  march*d  direftly  towards  die  Enemy, 
and  attacked  his  Camp,  with  fuch  Bravery  ^d  Cou^ 
rage,  that  with  a  hanctfijl  of  Men  h?  entirely  defeat* 
ed  his  numerous  Army :  The  pencirals  of  Fou  kien's 
Army  being  drove  to  de^air  fcizM  him,  and  cbn:^ 
du(5ted  him  into  a  Temple,  and  therq  ftrangled  him. 

Notwithftanding  this  great  Success  pf  Vm  ti^  fcve- 
ral  of  the  fmall  Sovereigns  revolted,  which  he  nu^t 
have  eafily  fubdued,  if  he  had  made  good  uie  of  his 
Viftory,  and  march? d  with  his  Forces  into  the  North  i 
but  he  returnM  to  his  Court,  and  gave  Kimfelf  \xptQ 
jiU  manner  pf  Luxury  and  fenfual  Pleafures, 

This  Heroe  died  by  the  Hand  of  a  Woman  for 
having,  By  way  of  Raillery,  called  the  Second  Queen 
ah  old  Woman,  whp  was  but  thirty  Years  old ;  this 
Princefs,  be^ng  highly  offended  with  fuch  an  ill- ground- 
ed H^pfoach,  immediately  revenged  heriel^  upon  him. 
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ibr  the  Emperor  was  found  ftiHed  in  his  own  Bed, 
and  I^an  ti  his  Son  fucceeded  him. 

Ngan  ti,  the  Fourteenth  Emperor^  reigned  2  2  Tears. 

THE  little  Merit  this  Prince  was  matter  of,  his 
Indolence  and  want  of  Application,  gave  no  nopes 
of  his  reftoring  the  Tranquility  of  the  Empire,  and  • 
his  Reign  was  accordingly  full  of  Troubles  and  Re- 
volts, and  perpetual  Wars  among  the  petty  Sove- 
reigns :  A  Grandfon  of  the  King  of  Tat  defeated  the 
King  of  Ten^  and  took  his  Principality  from  him. 

About  th^t  time  there  was  a  Man  of  mean  Birth, 
called  Lieou  you^  who  got  his  Living  at  firll  by  deal- 
ing in  Shoes,  with  which  he  travelled  from  place  to 
place,  but  afterwards  he  turned  Soldier,  and  came 
to  be  General  of  a  great  Army,  and  was  fo  powerful 
as  to  ufurp  the  Imperial  Throne  ;  he  was  the  Foun^ 
ijer  of  the  following  Pynafty ;  he  murdered  the  Em- 
peror at  the  Age  of  thirty-feven,  ^d  Kong  ti^  Bro^ 
ther  erf"  this  Prince,  fucceeded  him. 

Kong  ti,  the  Fifteenth  Emperory  reigned  two  Tears^       , 

THIS  Prince  afcended  the  Throne  in  the  fifty-fixth 
Year  of  the  Cycle,  and  in  the  fecond  Year  of  his 
Reign ;  he  was  ftifled  or  choak'd  by  Lieou  you^  who 
^(bended  the  Throne,  and  took  the  Name  of  Kao  tfou 
wu  ti :  Thus  was  the  Dynafty  of  T/tn  extinguilh- d  to 
make  room  for  that  of  Song, 


>^i»s^  <^«Rf>t»fcySfft  ja  gK^^Trrfliffflft***^^*^'^ 


^he  Eighth  Dynaftyj  called  Song,  which  had 
eight  Emperors  in  the  Space  of  ^^  Tears. 

ICao  tfou  vou  ti,  the  Firft  Emperor^ 

np  HIS  new  Emperor  had  his  Refldence  at  Nan  king^ 
-^  his  native  Place  :  His  Air,  his  Gate,  his  Size,  in 
fliprt  his  whole  c^tward  Deportment  had  fomething 

B  1?  4  ia 
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in  tjiem  inexprcflibly  Noble  and  Majeftick ;  to  a  great 
natural  Courage  he  join'd  equal  Moderation,  which 
appeared  principally  in  his  Drefs,  Train,  and  com- 
mon Meals,  being  in  all  of  them  remarkably  frugal. 

This  and  the  four  following  Dynafties  are  accounted 
fmall  in  comparifon  of  the  others,  bccaufe  they  con- 
tinued but  very  few  Years  ;  they  are  called  Outai. 

China  has  been  hitherto  divided  into  two  Empires, 
the  Northern  anc|  Southern,  each  having  it?  proper 
Monarch. 

In  the  fifty-ninth  Year  of  the  Cycle  Kao  tfou  vou  ti 
died,  at  the  Age  of  fixty-fcvcn :  Gbao  ti  his  ddeft  Son 
fucceeded  him, 

*    Chao  ti,  the  Second  Emperor^  rdgned  one  Tear. 

T  H  O'  this  Prince  was  feventeen  Years  old  when 
he  altended  the  Throne,  it  was  foon  perceived  he 
wanted  a  manly  Spirit,  becaufe  he  delighted  to  bufy 
■  himfelf  in  trifling  Things :  The  Colao^  or  Prime  Mi- 
nifter,  took  away  the  Crown  fi-om  him,  and  not  long 
after  his  Life  :  He  was  fuccpeded  by  Ven  ti^  the  third 
Son  of  the  Founder  of  this  new  Dynafty. 

Ven  ti,  the  Third  Emperor^  reigned  thirty  Tears. 

THIS  Prince  was  efteemed  on  account  of  his 
good  Nature,  Moderation,  Juftice,  and  •  Angular  In- 
tegrity i  he  was  blamed  only  for  too  great  an  Afiec-  . 
tion  for  the  Bonzes,  whofe  Protestor  he  openly  de- 
clared himfclf :»  He   ordained  that  the  Magiftrates 
Ihould  not  continue  in  Office  above  fix  Years,  and  after 
fome  other  Regulations  of  this  fort,  for  the  Good  of 
his  People,   he  declared  War  againft  the  Emperor 
of  the  North,  whofe  Power  daily  increafed,  having 
already  fixteen  petty  Princes  in  entire  Subjeftion  to 
him.     Ven  /i  left  the  firft  Battle,  but  in  Procefs  of 
Time,  by  the  Condud:  and  Bravery  of  Tan  tao  tfu 
his  Prime  Minifter,  he  obtained  many  Viftories  over 
that  Emperon     This  extraordinary  §mcccfs  of  the 

Prinze 
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IPrirne  Minifter  gain'd  him  no  little  Credit  and  Au- 
thority, but  it  rendered  him  obnoxious  to  his  Ma- 
.  iter,  who  feared  too  powerful  a  Subjed:,  and  fo  pro- 
cured him  to  be  put  to  death.  , 
The  News  of  the  Death  of  this  great  General  be- 
ing fpread  abroad,  the  Northern  Men  toofc  Courage, 
^nd  boldly  cntred  the  Southern  Provinces,  renewing 
the  War  with  more  Fury  dian  ever.  Fen  it's  Troops;, 
no  longer  commanded  by  that  able  General,  were 
jdefeated.  in  feveral  Aftions,  but  in  the  twenty-fixth 
Year  of  his  Reign  was  the  moft  horrible  Slaughter  on 
jboth  fides,  infojuuch.that  the  Fields  were  overflowed 
with  the  Blood  of  the  Chinefe. 

At  this  time  th<c  Emperor  of  the  North  made  a 
general  Maflacre  of  the  gpnzes  in  his  Kingdom,  and 
Jburnt  all  their  Temples  and  Idols.  Ven  ti  was  mur- 
dered at  the  Age  of  Thirty- five  by  his  eldeft  Son^ 
^nd  the  'jj^arricide  was  kill'd  in  his  turn  by  his  fe- 
cond  Brother,  who  immediately  revenged  his  Father** 
Death. 

Vou  ti,  the  Fourth  Emperor^  reigned  eleven  Tears. 

THIS  Prince  was  much  addifted  to  Learning, 
and  had  the  Reputation  of  a  Scholar ;  he  was  like- 
wife  well  skilled  in  managing  a  Horfe,  and  draw- 
ing the  Bow,  and  difl:inguifhed  himfelf  as  a  keen 
Sportfinan  :  He  was  cenfured  for  Prodigality,  and  be- 
llowing his  Favours  without  Judgment  or  Diftinftion : 
He  treated  thofe  about  his  Perfon  with  a  Jloughqefi 
little  fiiitable  to  their  Rank,  often  ufing  Iharp  and 
fcurrilous  Language  towards  them. 

He  died  in  the  thirty-fifth  Year  of  his  Age,  and 
forty- firft:  of  the  Cycle,  and  Ft  ti  his  eldeft  Son  fuc^ 
cecded  him. 

Fi  ti,  the  Fifth  Emperor ^  veigned  one  Tear. 

SCARCE  was  he  ppon  the^  Throne  but  he 
jiifcover'd  a  criiel  and  blpody  Difpofifipn  i  many  in-r 

nocent 
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nocent  Perfons  fuficr*d  by  his  Orders,  and  at  length 
he  was  flain  himfelf  in  the  firft  Year  of  his  Reign. 

His  Succeffor  was  Mtni  //,  the  eleventh  Son  of  Ven 
tiy  the  third  Emperor  of  this  Dynafty. 

Ming  ti,  the  Sixth  Emperor^  reined  om  Tear. 

THIS  Prince  was  as  barbarous  and  cruel  as  his 
Predeceflbr,  and  put  to  Death  thirteen  young  Princes 
of  the  Blood,  who  Were  his  Nephews.  As  he  had 
IK>  Children  of  his  own,  he  introduced  Men  among 
his  Women,  with  a  Defign  to  have  a  Male-Chilcf, 
mid  then  prefently  to  kill  its  Mother,  and  give  th^ 
Child  to  the  Emprefc,  who  was  barren :  He  "pre- 
ferr*d  Siao  tao  tcbing  to  the  higheft  Poft  of  the  Em  - 
pire,  a  Man  exceedingly  ambitious,  and  who  after^ 
wards  murdered  two  Emperors  to  make  his  way  to  the 
Throne. 

Min^  ti  died,  and  wag  fucceeded  by  ^an^  ngtm 
var^  his  eldeft  Son. 

Tfang  ngou  vang,  the  Seventh  Emperotj   reigned 

four  Tears. 

THE  rough  and  untraftable  Temper  of  this 
Prince  fervcd  to  cover  the  Treachery  and  PerfidiouA 
nels  of  Siao  tao  tcbing ^  who  dipp'd  his  Hands  in  the 
Blood  of  his  young  Maftcr,  being  yet  but  Fifteen 
Years  of  Age,  when  Chun  ti^  the  third  Son  ofAAng 
it,  was  advanced  in  his  Room. 

Chun  ti,  the  Eighth  Emperor^  reined  two  Tears^ 

THIS  young  Prince  proved  like  his  Brother, 
and  fell  a  Sacrifice  to  the  Ambition  of  the  Prime  Mi- 
nifter,  who  murdered  him  in  the  fecond  Year  of  his 
Reign. 

By  this  double  Murder  Siao  tao  tcbing  pwt  an  end 
to  the  Dynafty  of  Song^  and  became  the  Founder  of 
a  new  Dynafty  calPd  Tft.  He  reigned  under  the 
Name  of  Kao  ti. 
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'Ihe  Ninth  Dynafiyy  called  Tfi,  which  had  Jive 
Emperors  in  the  Space  of  twenty-three  Tears. 

> 

Kao  ti,  the  Ftrft  Emperor ^  reigned  four  Tears^ 

XT  E  fixc4  his  Rcfidcn<:e  at  the  City  of  Nan  Idng^ 
the  Capital  of  the  Province  of  Kiang  nan^  Iwt 
^c  enjoy 'd  not  long  the  Fruits  of  his  Crinies ;  he 
.wa^s  diftinguifh'd  n)6re  for  Learning  than  Military 
Anions :  He  ufed  to  lay^  That  if  he  governed  the 
Empire  for  ten  Years  he  would  make  Gold  as  'cheap 
as  Clay.  One  Day,  being  drefs'd  in  a  rich  Habit  fet 
over  with  Jewels,  all  of  a  fudden  he  ordered  them 
tto  be  beaten  to  Powder,  faying  they  were  good  for 
nothing  but  to  infpire  Luxury  and .  Pride.  He  died 
)at  the  Age  of  fifty-four,  and  was  fuccceded  by  his  eld^ 
fft  Son  Vou  ti. 

Vou  ti,  the  Second  Emperor ^  reigned  eleven  Tears. 

HE  began  his  Reign  with  a  Law  againft  the 
Continuation  of  the  Mandarins  in  their  Employments 
Jbcyond  the  Ternf  of  three  Years,  and  revived  an  an- 
cient Statute,  which  prohibited  die  Inter-marriages  of 
i^amilic?  of  the  fame  Name. 

At  this  tin^e  there  appear'd  a  pretended  Philofo-  cydc  4S. 
pher,  whofe  Name  was  Fan  ttbin^  who  vented  raoft  A.D.  484. 
ipernicious  Tenets  hitherto  unheard  of,  viz.  That 
all  Events  in  this  World  are  the  Effeft  of  pure. 
Cliance;  that  after  this  Life  the  State  of  Mankind  is 
the  fame  with  that  of  Beafls  ;  and  that  the  Soid  dies 
with  the  Body. 

This  impious  Dodlrine  quickly  received  Confli- 
^tion  fh>m  many  excellent  Trafts,  which  were  pub- 
lilh*d  in  the  Works  of  the  Learned. 

Siao 
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Siaa  yuen^  a  politick  and  valiant  Man,  was  railed 
to  the  Dignity  of  Prime  Minifter ;  he  trod  in  the 
Steps  of  his  Predeccflbr,  and  flicd  the  Blood  of  Kis 
Matters  to  ufurp  then*  Crowns. 

Vou  ti  died  at  forty-five  Years  of  Age,  and  Ming 
fiy  the  Brother  of  the  Founder  of  this  Dynafty,  was 
advanced  in  his  Room. 

Ming  ti,  the  Third  Emperor  j  reigned  five  Tears, 

KAO  7*7,  the  Founder  of  the  Dynafty,  thought 
it  beft  to  commit  the  Care  and  Education  of  his  young 
Children  to  his  Brother  Ming  ti^  who  placed  them 
fucceflively  upon  the  Throne,  but  cut  them  off  one 
after  another  in  the  Ihort  fpace  of  four  Months,  and 
fciz'd  the  Crown. 

Mtng  ti  died  at  forty  Years  of  Age,  and  left  the 
Crown  to  his  third  Son  Hoen  heou. 

Hoen  heou,  the  fourth  Emperor ^  reigned  two  Tears. 

THJE  Debaucheries  and  Cruelty  of  this  Prince, 
his  Contempt  of  wife  Counfels,  and  the  too  great 
Sway  he  allowed  thq  Eunuchs,  were  fo  many  Pre- 
tences for  Siao  yuen^  under  which  to  cloak  his  Paffion 
for  Reigning:  He  join*d  the  King  of  Leang^  ^nd  when 
he  had  made  himfelf  Mafter  of  the  Palace,  fet  it  on 
fire,  and  afterwards  built  another  more  magnificent ; 
the  Emperor  was  dethroned,  and  at  nineteen  Years 
old  killed  by  the  Hands  of  the  Prime  Minifter,  and 
the  Traitor  placed  Ho  /i,.this  unfortunate  Prince's  Bro- 
ther, upon  the  Throne. 

Ho  ti,  the  Fifth  Emperor^  reigned  one  Tear. 

SIAO  TUEN's  View,  in  placing  this  young 
Prince  on  the  Throne,  would  not  fuffer  his  long 
Continuance  there,  for  at  the  Year's  end  he  deprived 
him*  of  his  Life  and  Crown,  which  he  feiz'd,  and 
foijnde4  ^  new  Dynafty. 
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^e  Terltb  Dynaflyj  called  Leang,    wbicb  had 
four  Emperors  in  the  Space  of  ^^  Tears. 

Kao  tfbu  vou  ti,  the  Ftrft  Emperor ^  reigned  forty^ 

eight  Tears. 

Q^IAO  TUENy  who  by  his  Crimes  got  poffef- 
fion  of  the  Imperial  Throne,  aflumed  the  Name 
of  Kao  tfou.vou  ti  \  he  dcfcended  from  the  ancient  Fa- 
mily of  Siao  bo ,  and  was  not  without  eminent  Quali- 
ties, being  aftive,  laborious,  and  vigilant;  he  ma- 
naged all  his  Affairs  himfelf,  and  difpatch'd  them 
with  wonderful  Readinefs ;  he  was  skill'd  in  almoft 
all  the  Sciences,  particularly  the  Military  Art,"  and 
was  fo  fevere  upon  himfelf,  and  fo  thrifty,  as  'tis 
faid,  that  the  fame  Cap  ferved  him  three  Years ;  his 
Fondncfs  at  laft  fpr  the  whimfical  Conceits  of  the . 
Bonzes,  carry*d  him  fo  fer  as  to  .negleft  intirely.the 
Concerns  of  the  State,-  and  to  become  in  effeft  a 
Bonze  himfelf:  He  put  out  an  Edi6l  forbidding  to 
kill  Oxen  or  Sheep  even  for  the  Sacrifices,  and  ap- 
pointed ground  Corn  to  be  offered  inftead  of  Bcafts- 

In  the  fifteenth  Year  of  his  Reign  he  laid  Siege  to  the 
City  of  Cheou  yang  in  the  Province  of  Chan  ft ^  which 
lafted  ten  Years,  and  an  incredible  Number  of  Men 
perifh'd  in  it  by  Sword  and  Famine. 

At  this  time  happened  the  entire  Ruin  of  the  Em- 
pire of  the  North,  called  Guei ;  this  vaft  Dominion 
was  divided  between  two  Sovereigns,  one  having  the 
Eaftern,  the  other  the  Weftern  Part,  butatlaftit  came 
into  the  Hands  of  the  King  of  Xfi  ^^d  ^cheou :  The 
Emprefi  of  the  North,  named  Hou^  caufed  a  Monaftery 
of  vaft  Extent  to  be  built,  wherein  a  thoufand  Bonzes 
might  dwell,  and  gave  it  the  Name  of  Tong  tcbing^ 

i.e. 
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i.  c.  Perpetual  Peace.  For  twenty- fix  Years  the  Eiih* 
pcror  govcrnM  with  Succcfs,  till  a  Whim  took  him 
to  leavo^  the  Court,  and  live  in  the  Temple  of  the 
Bonzes,  where  he  had  his  Head  ihaved,  wore  a  coarfe 
Garment,  and  lived  upon  Herbs  and  Rice:  The 
Grandees  of  the  Empire  went  to  fetch  him  out,  and 
brought  him  back  by  force  to  his  Palace,  but  thiff 
made  no  Alteration  in  him,  for  he  ftill  continued  to 
live  after  the  manner  of  tlie  Bonzes.  According 
to  the  Do(9;rine  of  Tranfmigration  of  Souls,  he  could 

*  not  put  any  Criminal  to  death,  tho*  ever  fo  much  de- 
ferving  of  it,  fo  that  this  Impunity  increased  Liccn^ 
tioufnefs,  and  produced  infinite  Murders  and  Rob- 
beries. Kien  ouertj  the  Prime  Miniftcr,  being  grieved 
that  he  was  forced  to  ferve  an  Ufurpcr,  refilled  all 
Nourilhment,  and  ftarv'd  himfelf ;  a  kind  of  Death 
very  common  among  the  Cbinefe ;  when  the  Report 
of  his  Death  came  to  the  Emperor's  Ears,  he  cry'd 
out.  Doff  I  I  bold  my  Crown  frsm  God  f  Am  t  he^ 
bolden  to  the  Grandees  of  the  Empire  ?  What  R^ajbn 
then,  had  this  miferahle  Man  to  deftroy  himfelf  ? 

Heou  king,  who  was  King  of  Ho  nan,  and  the  Env 
pcror's  Vaflkl,  revolted  fuddenly,  and  making  him^ 
felf  Matter  of  Nan  king,  fdz'd  the  Emperor,  wha 
appe^ing  before  his  Conqueror  with  a  firm  and 
fteddy  Countenance,  and  without  the  leaft  Token  oF 
Concern,  the  Rebel,  tho*  naturally  ftout,  was  fcarcc 
able  to  look  his  Mafter  in  the  Face,  and  fo  movedy 
that  the  Sweat  ran  down  in  Drops ;  /  could  not  have 

.  believed,  faid  he,  that  it  was  fo  difficult  to  refip  xi  Power 
vMcb  Heaven  has  eftaMiflfd\  fo  that  he  durft  not 
inlbrue  his  Hands  in  the  Blood  of  the  old  Man,  tut 
contented  himfelf  to  ftaf  ve  him  by  degrees,  by  cutting 
off  fome  Part  of  his  Suftenance  every  Day.  There  were' 
great  Encomiums  made  at  this  time  on  the  filial  Af- 
loftion  of  a  young  Man  fifteen  Years  of  Age,  calPd 
JSe  fuen.  Whole  Father  being  condemned  fof  Of- 
fences committed  m  fab  Magilxnccy,  Me  fuen ^  as  foon 
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as  he  was  informed  thereof,  went  and  threw  himielf 
at  the  Feet  of  the  Prince,  intreating  him  with  Tears 
xo  accept  the  Offer  he  made  of  fuffering  in  his  Fa* 
therms  ftead  ^  the  Prince  examined  him  ftridUy,  to 
luiow  if  he  was  in  earned,  and  if  he  made  this  «Of* 
ier  of  his  own  accord ;  but  when  he  was  aiTured  of 
the  Sincerity  of  his  Reiblution,  in  confideration  of 
iiich  remarkable  Tendernefs,  he  pardon'd  the  Father, 
and  conferred  a  Title  of  Honour  upon  the  Son, 
^^hieh  yet  he  conftantly  refuied  for  this  Reaibn, 
Secaufe  the  Title  wherewith  he  was  honoured  would 
continually  call  to  mind  his  Father's  Faults. 

Kao  tjbu  Vou  ti  calling  for  a  litde  Honey  to  take  Cyde  49. 
away  the  bitter  Tafle  he  had  in  his  Mouth,  and  be-  A.D.544. 
ing  deny'd  it,  he  died  immediately,  at  fourfcore  and   . 
fix  Years  of  Age^  and  was  fucceeded  by  his  third  Soa 
Kim  vin  tu 

iCien  ven  ti,  Ihe  Second  Emperor y  reigned  three  Tears. 

'  Heou  king  did  not  fuflfer  this  Emperor  to  fit  long 
upon  the  Throne,  for  he  feiz'd  his  Perfon  in  the  fc- 
cond  Year  of  his  Reign,  and  murderM  him,  af- 
fuming  the  Title  of  Emperor,  but  hardly  preferv*d 
it  one  Year.  Kien  ven  ti,  when  kill*d,  was  forty- 
nine  Years  of  Age,  and  was  fucceeded  by  Tuen  ti  the 
fevcnth  Son  of  the  Founder  of  the  Dynafly. 

Yuen  ti,  tke  Third  Emperor^  reigned  three  Tears. 

TCHIN  PA  SIEN,  bcir^  S(«^€i«jgn  of  a 
imall  Principality,  and  at  the  fame  time  Prime  Mi- 
nifter  of  the  Ehipiire,  went  and  attacked  Heou  ting^ 
and  ait  off  both  him  and  his  Army  :  This  Prime 
Minifter  alfo  revoked  in  his  ixirn,  and  laid  Siege  to 
Nan  king^  where  the  Emperor  refided,  who  was  ta- 
ken up  with  the  Vagaries  of  the  Se6):' of  Lao  hiumr^ 
of  >^hich  he  was  fottiflily  fond ;  at  the  News  of  thij 
Revolt  he  took  Arms,  and  went  round  the  Walla 
0f  the  City,  but  feeing  all  was  gjiven  over  for  \o&^ 

broke- 
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broke  his  Sword,  and  burnt  his  Library,  which  con* 
fifted  of  140000  Volumes,  faying.  There  was  an 
end,  for  the  future,  both  of  the  Sciences  and  Mili- 
tary Art,  After  this  the  Rebel  made  himfelf  Ma- 
iler "of  the  City,  and  Yuen  tiy  mounted  on  a  white 
Horle,  went  and  furrendered  himfelf  intp  the  Hand* 
of  his  Conqueror,  who  flew  him  at  the  Age  of  forty- 
ieven,  and  King  ti  his  ninth  Son  fucceeded  him. 

King  ti,  the  Fourth  Emperor j  reigned  two  TearsJ 

I N  the  thirteenth  Year  of  the  Cycle  this  Prince 
was  advanced  to  the  Imperial  Dignity,  which  he  held 
not  above  two  Years,  the  Murderer  of  his  Father 
dilpatching  liim  likewifc  when  he  was  yet  but  fixteeif 
Years  old  -,  with  this  Prince  fell  the  Dynafty  of  X^- 
sngj  and  Tcbinpajien^  the  Founder  01  the  Dynafty 
of  JJrfew,  made  himfelf  Matter  of  the  Empire,  ta- 
king the  Name  of  Kao  tfou  vou  ti :  In  the  fame  Year 
the  Emperor  of  that  Part  of  the  North,  called  Tcbeou^ 
caufed  all  the  Temples  of  the  Bonzes,  and  their  idols, 
to  be  burnt. 


TBe  Eleventh  Dynafiyy  called  Tchin,  which  bad 
Jive  Emperors  in  the  Space  of  ^^^^  Tears. 

Kao  tib  vou  ti,  the  Ftrft  Emperor,  nigned  3  Tears. 

*T^HIS  new  Emperor  was  defcended  from  fcbin 
cbey  the  famous  General,  who  diftinguifli'd  him- 
felf by  his  glorious  Aftions  in  War,  under  the  fifth 
Houfe  of  Han  \  he  was  a  Lover  of  Learning,  and 
fijnd  of  the  Bonzes  ;  but  Death  in  a  little  time  de- 
prived him  of  that  Crown,  which  he  had  obtained  by 
a  double  Murder,  for  he  wore  it  no  longer  than  three 
Years,   dying  in  the  fifty-ninth  of  his  Age,   and 

the 
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rfie  fixth  of  the  Cycle,  Ven  ti  his  Brother  fucceeding 
him. 

Ven  ti,  tb4  Second  Emp€ror^  reigned  feven  Tears. 

VEN  TI  lived  always  privately,   without  con- 
cerning himfelf  in  Affairs  nil  the  Moment  he  was 
made  Emperor ;  but  it  was  foon  perceiv'd  he  had  die 
proper  Qualities  of  a  great  Prince,  by  the  Affeftion 
he  bore  to  his  Subjefts,  and  the  Trouble  he  took  in 
determining  their  Lawfuits   himfelf,    and   bringing 
theni  to  a  fpeedy  Iffue:     He  ordered  a  Drum  to 
beat  within  the  Palace  to  diftinguifh  each  Hour  of 
*the  Night,  which  Cuftom  is  obferved  to  this  Day, 
The  fmall  Merit  he  difcerned  in  his  Son  made  him 
refolvc  to  choofe  the  King  of  Ngan  tching^  his  Brother, 
for  his  Succeflbr  in  the  Empire  •,  but  the  Prime  Mi» 
nifter  and  Grandees  making  ftrong  Reprefentations  to 
him  againft  it,  he  alter'd  his  Intention. 

The  Emperor  of  that  Part  of  the  North  called 
TcheoUy  revived  at  this  time  an  ancient  Cuftom, 
Vhich  was  to  maintain  at  the  publick  Charge  thofc 
Perfons  advanced  in  Years,  who  had  done  important 
Service  to  the  State. 

Fen  ti  was  forty-five  Years  old  when  he  died,  and 
his  Son  Ling  haivang  fucceeded  him. 

Ling  hai  vang,  the  Third  Emperor^  reigned  two  Tears.  . 

THIS  Prince,  after  a  fliort  Reign,  was  depofed 
by  his  Uncle  the  King  of  Ngan  tcbing ;  he  died  foon 
after  at  nineteen  Years  of  Age,  and  Suen  tiy  Nephew 
to  the  Founder  of  the  Dynafty,  made  his  way  by 

force  to  the  Throne; 

• 

Suen  ti,  the  Fourth  Emperor^  reigned  fourteen  Tears, 

THIS  Prince  was  of  a  fweet  and  agreeable  Tem- 
per, and  his  chief  Delight  was  Mufick,  to  which  he 
dedicated  a  confiderable  Part  of  his  Time :  The  Sa- 
ges, or  Philofophers,  had  always  eafy  Accefs  to  him, 
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an4  he  Ifivcd  an^  prote£bed  them;  one  Ds^y  ojjt 
of  an  intercfted  View,  they  lent  one  of  their  VaQkk 
with  Prefents  of  great  Value  to  him,  but  hie, 
to  check  their  Ambition,  ocder*d  them  to  be  burnt 
in  his  Prci^ce.  Xhc  Emperor  of  the  North  having 
promo|£4  T^^  ^^  ^  f  he  Dignity  of  Prime  Mini- 
ft?r,  %p4  given  hi3  Daughter  to  that  ^^inif}:er't  Son 
\^,  Mari;iag<?»  QOt  lopg  ^er  made  ^im  Sovereign  of 
the  Prin$^paHty  of  Souy:  \^hich  Honours  and 
Prefern[i?nt&  rcn^r'^  hinpi  fo  powerful,  that  in  a 
^w  Y^s  h^  y^^  ill  a  Capacity  to  conquer  a^ 

S$(eti,  A  di?d  iiji  ^he  diirty-ninth  Year  of  the  Cycl?,^ 
aip4  the  fprty-i^pn^  of  his  Age,  his  Son  ^cbang  tding 
i^  fugcepding  him. 

Tchang  tchihg  kong,  the  F^h  Efnperor^  reigned 

feven  Tears. 

XH  I S  Pdnce  was  np  fponer  inyefted.  with  Spve- 
r^gn  Power,  but  he  plupgcd  hupfelf  into  the  moQ: 
^riminaj  ^^xccffes  :  Tang  iien^  who  had  rendered 
himfclif  yeiry  powerful  in  the  Korth,  being  in6>rmc^ 
of  his  luxurious  and  effeminate  way  of  Liyipg,  too|j: 
upon  him  the  ^itle  of  Emperor,  and  advancing  to- 
wards tTie  South  with  a  nunierous  Army,  crofled'dic 
River  Tang  tfe  kiang  without  the  leaft  Oppofition, 
and  entered  the  Imperial  Citjr  of  Nan  king  in  Tsi- 
umph  i  Tchang  tcbing,  kpng,  judging  it  worfe  than 
ppath  io  f^ll  intp  his  Enfany's  Hand?,  threw'  himfclf 
into,  a  W9IU  frpnti  ^yhence  he  was  taken  out  alive ;  but 
lyas  drove  frprn  th^  Throne  which  he  had  dilgrac'd, 
and  reduced  to  a  private  Condition  the  rcnjaining 
Part  of  his  Lif^  which  was  four  and  twenty  Years, 
being  fifty-two  Y«irs  old  when  he  died* 

Tang  kien  took  the  Name  of  Kag  tfou  ve(t  ^',  and 
Ijpcajgne  tnf;  Founder  of  a,  new  Dynafty, ' 
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jTi&tf  twelfth  Dynajiyy  called  Souyy  whieb  bad 
tkree  Bmf^erors  in  the  Space  of  29  Tears. 

Kao  tfou  ven  ti,  the  Ftrft  Emperor y  reigned  fifteen 

*  Tears. 

'TP  W  A  S  the  foity-fcvcnth  Year  of  the  Cycle  whed 
this  Prince  feized  the  Throne :  The  River  Tang 
tfe  kiang  had  parted  the  Northern  and  Southern  Em- 
pires for  300  Years,  and  ferv'd  as  a  Boundary  to 
each ;  but  in  the  Year  fifty-four  thcfe  Dominions 
were  reunited  under  the  new  Emperor,  who  defcend- 
cd  from  a  nobk  Family,,  which  had  performed  great 
Services  to  the  Fifth  Houfe  of /iz»  ;.  his  folid.  and 
penetrating  Judgment  made  amends  for  his  Want  of 
X4carning9,  andhis  admirdblc  Temperance  and  Love 
of  hh  People  gainfd  him  their  Eftecm  and  Confit- 
dSencc  ^  he  reformed  the  ancient  Mufick,.  and  comi* 
mandol  the  Learned  to  uie  in  their  Compoiltions  noi* 
thing,  but  found.  Reafoining,,  avoiding;  all  Rhetorical 
Flourilhes  as  vam.  Ornaments,,  fit  only  to  flatter  th«  , 
Ear,  and  enervate  Eloquence;  he  caufed  alio 
publick  Granaries,  to  be  built  in  all  Towns,  and 
ordered  each  Family,  in  proportion,  to  their  Sub^ 
fiance,  to  fornifli  every  Year  a  certain  Quantity  of 
Rice  and.  Com  for  the  Support  of  the  Poof  in  time 
of  Scarcity:  He  publift'd  libewifc  an  Edift  ma*- 
kii^g  it  Capital  to  ftcal  the  Value  of  Eight  Pence ;  af- 
terwards,  upon  the  Reprefcntations  that  were  made  to 
iu0D,  he  aboliflied  this^  Law,  but  was  inexorable  to* 
wards,  the  Judges  who  received  Bribes. 

Laft  of  all  he  ordered  Merchants  and  Mechanicks  Cyde  j a* 
te.be  excluded  from  publick  Commands,  and  tho*A.D,6o4. 
he  knew  his  eldeft  Son  to-  be  a  Perfon  of  mean  Ca- 

C  c  2  pacity. 


388  T^e  General  History   of 

pacity,  yet  he  pitched  upon  him  for  his  Succeffor: 
This  Preference  fo  exafpcrated  his  fecond  Son  lixj 
./i,  that  he  murdered  his  Father  in  the  fixty-fouith 
Year  of  his  Age,  and  the  firft  of  the  Cycle ;  witk 
the  fame  Barbarity  he  treated  his  Brother,  whom  he 
lookM  upon  as  his  Rival,  and  by  this  double  Mur- 
der attained  the  Throne. 

Yang  ti,  the  Second  Emperor^  reigned  thirteen  Tears. 

T  H  O'  diis  Prince  had  very  valuable  Qualities, 
yet  he  was  univerfaily  blamed  for  his  Luxury  and 
rrodigality :  Having  removed  his  Court  from  the 
Province  of  Chen  ft  to  that  of  Ho  nan,  he  caufed 
two  pubiick  Granaries  of  prodigious  Largenefs  to  be 
built,  and  a  Park  to  be  made  fifteen  Leagues  in  Cir- 
cumference, with  ftately  Palaces  and  magnificent  Gar- 
dens, where  he  took  tne  Air  on  Horfeback,  accom* 
panyM  by  a  great  number  of  his  Women,  who  per- 
form'd  Conforts  of  Vocal  and  Inftrumental  Mufick: 
His  Fame  drew  many  foreign  Princes  to  his  Court, 
who  came  to  throw  themfelves  under  his  Prote<5lion: 
He  forbad  his  Subjefts  to  carry  Arms,  a  Trick  0^ 
State  which  is  ftill  in  ufe ;  he  alfo  repaired  the  Great 
.Wall  which  divides  China  from  Tartary,  employing, 
•ti3  faid,  a  Million  of  Men  about  it :  He  was  fo  in- 
tent upon  the  Advancement  and  Progrefs  of  the 
Sciences,  that  he  commiffioned  an  hundred  of  the 
moft'  learned  Men  to  revife  and  reprint,  after  the 
manner  praftifed  in  riiofe  Days,  all  the  Books  which 
treated  of  War,  Politicks,  Phyfick,  and  Husbandry : 
He  eftabliftied  the  Degree  of  Doftor,  whereby  Sol- 
diers, as  well  as  Men  of  Letters,  might  be  capaci- 
tated for  Civil  and  Military  Employments :  He  at- 
tacked the  Coreans  both  by  Sea  and  Land,  but  this 
Expedition  was  without  Succels ;  yet  coming  upon  them 
again,  he  forc*d  them  to  fend  Ambafladors  to  im- 
plore his  Clemency  in  quality  of  his  Vaflals.  In  vi- 
litirig  the  Southern  Provinces  of  the  Empire,  he  ar- 

rired 


China,  Chinese-Tartary,  ^c. 

rived  at  Tang  tcheou^  a.  Town  in  the  Province  of 
Kiang  nan^  where  he  was  aflaflinated  at  thirty-nine  Years : 
of  Age  by  a  contemptible  Fellow,  whofe  Name  was 
Hoa  kie.  Li  yuen,  one  of  the  petty  Sovereigns,  ha- 
ving aflembled  an  Army  of  12,000  Men,  placed  the 
Crown  upon  the  Head  of  Kong  ti,  the  young  Son  of 
the  Emperor  Kao  tfou  ven  ti. 

Kong  ti,  the  TTbird  Emperor^   reigned  one  Year.    . 

THIS  Prince  was  depofed  by  Li  yuen  the  fame 
Year  wherein  he  made  him  Emperor.  The  fecond  Son ' 
of  Li  yuen^  at  the  Head  of  an  Army  raifed  by  his  Fa- 
ther, made  himfelf  Matter  of  the  Palace  ;  and  as  he 
was  viewing  the  Magnificence  and  Riches  thereof,  he 
fetch'd  a  deep  Sigh,  and  faid,  "  No,  fuch  a  (lately 
Edifice  muft  not  be  permitted  to  ftand  any  longer, 
it  is  good  for  nothing  but  to  foften  the  Spirit  of  a 
'*  Prince,  and  vitiate  his  Inclinations  5  **  and  fo  or- 
dered it  immediately  to  be  burnt  to  Afhes.  Thus 
ended  the  Dynafty  Souy^  which  is  the  laft  of  the  five 
petty  Dynafties.  Li  yuen  was  the  Founder  of  the  fol- 
lowing Dynafly,  and  reigned  by  the  Name  of  Chin 
yao  ii. 
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l!he  T^hirteenth  Dynafty ^  called  Tang,  v)hich  had^ 
twenty  Emperors  in  the  Space  ofz^g  Tears. 

m 

Chin  yao  ti,  the  Ftrjl  Emperor j  reigned  9  Tears. 

TP[E  began  his  Reign  with  an  Ad  of  Clemency, 
which  exprefled  the  Mildnefs  of  his  future  Go- 
vernment ;  he  abated  the  Rigour  of  Penal  Laws,  and 
moderated  the  Taxes  ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  he 
fhewed  himfelf  too  favourable  to  the  Dodrine  of 
Lao  kiun,  by  erefting  a  Temple  in  honour  of  the 
Chief  of  that  Seft,     In  the  fixteenth  Year  of  the  Cy- 
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de  he  reduced  all  die  Rebels  to  his  Obedienoe,  and 
thereby  enjoyed  die  quiet  Pofleffion  of  this  Taft 
Monarchy.  ^Twas  he  who  cnadsed  that  one  Ounce  tof 
Copper  ihould  be  coined  into  ten  Pieces  of  Money, 
with  thefe  two  Words,  T#  no  P  a  o,  ioapreft: up- 
on them.  This  was  the  current  Money  of  Cinna^  and 
is  in  ufe  at  this  Time :  By  die  Adyioe  of  his 
Prime  Minifler,  called /<iM^  j^ir/,  he  enjoyned  100,000 
Bonzes  to  marry,  in  order  to  multiply,  and  in  length 
of  Time  to  fumifli  Troops  for  the  Augmentation  of 
his  Armies.  In  the  twenty-third  Year  of  the  Cycle  he 
abdicated  the  Crown  in  &vour  of  his  iecond  Son, 
called  Tai  tfong^  and  declared  him  Emperor.  He 
died  nine  Years  aitcr,  in  the  fcventieth  Year  of  his  Agp. 

T^i  tfong,  the  S€Cond  Emperor y  reigned  23  Tear$. 

In  the  twenty-fourth  Year  of  the  Cycle  Tai  pfimg 
beg^n  his  Reign  ;  ht  was  efleenied  by  the  Cbinqfe  as 
pne  of  the  grcafeft  Emperors  China  ever  had  i  they 
praife  him  above  all  for  his  Wifdom,  and  the   eafy 
Accefs  to  his  Perfon,  which  he  allowed,  to  all  who 
were  capable  of  giving  him  difcrcct  Counfcls,    or 
Jiad  Courage  enough  to  advertife  him  of  his  Faults : 
So  great  was  his  Temperance  and  Frugality,  that  he 
fuffered  no  more  than  eight  Difhes  of  Meat  to  be 
fervpd  up  to  his  Table,  and  drove  almoft  all  the  Con- 
cubines out  of  the  Palace :    But  that  which  crowned 
the  Happinefe  of  this  Prince  was,  that  in  his  Reign 
the  Chnftian  Religion  gained  Footing  in  his  Empire, 
as  appears  by  the  Sequel :  He  cauled  the  bcfl:  Bodes 
%o  be  brought  from  all  Parts,  and  became,  in  fome 
refpe6ls,  the  Reftorer  of  the  Sciences,  by  the  Care  he 
towc  to  rc-inftate  in  his  Palace  an  Academy  for  Lite- 
rature, wherein  were  reckoned  8000  Scholars,  and 
amongft  theiri  many  ^ons  of  for«gn  Princes :    He 
provided  them  with   able  Mafters,  and  of  thefe  he 
api^ointed  eighteen  of  the  moft  Ingenious  to  overlook 
their  Studies ;  Hp  fbiindcd  alfo  %  Military  ^csdemf^ 
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^hei*  Akhery  ^s  taught,  ;and  he  hhnftlf  akin  if- 
tHR^cd  ^t  ihefe  Exercifes.    It  was  not  at  all  agrebable 
to  the  Miniftd*s  that  the  Emperor  freqticnted  this  A- 
caderiiy  j   they  rcptfcfetttad  to  him  the  Unbecbmihg- 
nfels,  as  well  a^  the  Ifenger  thut  might  accrue  there 
to  his  ^erfbh,    *«  1  l<56k  upon  my  fclf  in  my  Etai- 
pirc,  anfwered  fai  ffong^  as  a  Father  m  his  Fa- 
miiyj  and  I  love  my  SiiWefts  as  ihy  Children ; 
**  what  hayc  1  dien  to  fear  ? '*    This  Affciaion  fot 
his  Subjcfts  rtiade  him  fay^  That  hfc  wifiied  his  Peo- 
ple to  have  always  plenty  of  the  common  Neccfla- 
rics  of  Life  :   Adding,  "  That  die  Welfare  of  the 
**  Empire  depends  upon  the  People:   An  Emperot 
who  fleeces  his  t^eople  to  enrich  hbnfelf,   is  like 
a  Man  who  cuts  off  his  own  Flefh  to  fupply  his 
**  Stomachj  Which  is  filled,  'tis  trde^  but  ih  a  ihort 
timie  his  whole  Body  mufl  perifh.     How  niany 
Emperors  have  owed  their  Ruin  to  their  Ambition! 
Wmt  EjcpenceS  wiere  the^  at  to  mairitain  it !  arid 
what  heavy  Tajtes  were  charged  upon  the  pptfr 
People  to  fupply  thofe  Expen&s !  When  ,thc  Peo- 
ple are  rack'd  and  op^riffed,   \trhat   becomes  of 
tht  Empire  ?  Is  it  ndt  upon  the  Brmk  of  Deftruc- 
tioii?  and  what   is  the  Efnperor  if  die  Empire 
pcrifll  ?  thefe  are  the  Reflcftibns,    continued  he^ 
**  that  ferved  to  regulate  my  Dcfitei."  He  forbad  the 
Magiflrates  to  recdve  Pf eient^  UpoA  pain  of  Death,  and 
tt)  Ifc  fatisfied  that  his  Orders  were  crbeycd,'  he  riiade 
a  Tryal  up6n  ^  Mandarin,  by  it  Maft  ^hom  he  had 
fttforncd  to  make  him  a  Preferit  j  thci  Mdndaain  re- 
ceivcd  it,  and  the  Emperor  being  informed  thereof 
condemned  him  to  Death.    Upon  this  the  Prime  Mi- 
nifter  fpake  to  him,  "  Grea*  Prince  !  Your  Sentence 
is  juft,    and  the  Mandarin  deferves  De^th  ;   but 
you,  who  have  deeoyed  him  into  this  Fau*lt  whidi 
he  has  committed,  are  you  altogether  innocent,  and 
do  not  you  partake  of  his  Crime  ?  **  This  Remon- 
ftmnce  hM  its  Eff^£t,  and  the  Emperor  pardoned  the 
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Offender.    In  the  Year  following  one  of  the  ^eac 
Mandarins  of  War  received  likewife  a  Garment  of 
Silk  as  a  Prefent  •,    the  Emperor,   who  was  told  of 
it)  lent  him  immediately  a  Quantity  of  the  fame  Stuff; 
the  Courtiers,  who  fa w  this,  could  not  conceal  their 
Refentment,  and  cryed  out,  "  This  Mandarin    de- 
*^  ferves  a  Punifhment,  and  not  a  Reward.*'     The 
Emperor   replied,    "  The  Confufion  wherewith  he 
♦'  will  be  ftruck,  will  be  to  him  a  Pain  more  fevere 
*'  than  the  Iharpeft  Punifhment:  Thefe  Stuffe,  which 
**  I  fent  him,  are  fb  far  from  contributing  to  his  Ho- 
*'  nour,  that  they  will  continually  reproach  him  with 
*'  his   Crime.   **       Whenever     the    Country    was 
threatned   with  Scarcity,    Drought,  or    immoderate 
Rains,  after  the  Examples  of  the  ancient  Emperors, 
he  publilhed  an  Edift,  by  which  he  ordered  his  Mil^ 
carriages  to  be  fignified  to  him,  that  he  might  take 
Care   to  reform  them,    and  appeafe  the  Wrath    of 
Heaven.     He  gave  no  heed  to  Sooth-fayers  ;  for  one 
Day  as  the  Storks  were  building  their  Nefts  in  his 
Prefence,  they  flood  and  clapped  their  Wings ;  his 
Miftrefics  teflified  their  Joy,  becaufe  the  fluttering  of 
their  Wings  portended  him   fome  unexpefted   good 
Luck  ;  the  Emperor  fmiPd  at  their  Dilcourfe,  and 
iaid,  "  Choui  tfai  te  hien^  what  fignifies  it  ?  A  happy 
*^  Omen  for  me  is  to  have  wife  Men  about  me,   •*  and 
immediately  ordered  the  Neff  to  be  defboyed.  In  the  fe- 
cond  Year  of  his  Reign  the  Fields  were  covered  with 
Locufts,   which  by  the  Havock  they  made  threatned 
a  general  Famine.  "  Mifchievous  Infedls,'*  cried  the 
Emperor  with  a  deep  Sigh,    *'  in  ruining  the  Crop 
*'  you  deilroy  the  Lives  of  my  People.'    Alas!  I  had 
*'  rather  you  would  devour  my  own  Bowels,"  and 
at  thefe  Words  fwallowed  a  Locufl  alive.  In  reading 
'the  Books  of  Phyfick,  compofed  by  the  Emperor 
Hoang  tiy  he  found  that  when  a  Man's  Shoulders  arc 
bruifed  or  hurt,   die  vital  Parts  within   are  injured 
thereby;   from  that  time  he  made  a  Law  that  no 
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^riitiitial  Ihould  be  baftinado'd  upon  the  Back,  but  ^ 

ipon  the  lower  Parts,  after  the  manner  that  is  now 
>racSbifed  throughout  the  whole  Empire.     He  ufcd  to  ^ 
ay,   ''  That  an  Emperor  is  like  an  Architect ;  when 
*-  a  Fabrick  is  well  built  and    grounded   upion  fb- 
lid   Foundations,    if  the   Architect  attempts  any^ 
Alterations,  he  expofes  it  to  certain  Ruin  :     'Tis^ 
the  fame  with  the  Empire,    when  once  it  is  well 
eftabliflied,  and  governed  by  good  Laws,  care  mufl: 
be  taken  not  to  introduce  any  Innovation.  'Tis  z 
common  Proverb,  faith  he  another  time,   that  an 
Emperor  is  feared  by  every  body,  and  has  nothing 
to  be  afraid  of  himfelf.     This  is  not  my  Senti- 
ment, I  always  ftand  in  awe  both  of  the  Obferva- 
tion  of  the  Emperor  of  Heaven,  whom  nothing 
can  efcape,  and  of  the  Eyes  of  my  Subjefts,  which 
are  continually  fixed  upon  me.     ^Tisfor  this  that^ 
I  watch  every  Moment  over  my  felf,  that  I  may 
do.  nothing  but  what  is  agreeable  to  the  Will   of 
God,  and  to  the  Defires  of  my  People, 
To  comfort  his  People  in  a  time  ot*  Drought  hc» 
releafed  the  Prifoners,  and  granted  a  general  Pardon,> 
confeffing  neverthelefs  that  this-  was  an  Indulgence, 
whereof  a  Prince  ought  to  be  very  fpai^ng,   for  fear 
that  the  Impunity  of  the  Wicked  might  prove  a  Pre- 
judice to  the  Publick,  and  that  he  ought  to  root  out 
the  Tares,  left  they  fhould  damage  the  good  Corn/ 
In  the  feventh  Year  of  his  Reign  he  went  in  Perfon  to. 
the  publick  Prifons,  in  which  were  390  capital  Of- 
fenders '9  he  fet  them  all  at  Liberty,  but  with  an  In- 
junftion  to  return  thither  after  Harveft,  which  they^ 
all  to  a  Man  did  at  the  appointed  Time.     The  Em- 
peror was  fo  furprized  at  their  Exaftnefs  in  keeping 
their  Word,  and  fo  highly  delighted  therewith,  that  he 
granted  them  all  their  Lives  and  Liberty, 

The  Chinefe  Annals  report,  that  in  the  eighth  Year 
of  this  Reign  there  came  to  China  Ambafladors  from 
foreign  Nations,  whofe  A  ir.  Shape,  and  Habits  were 
{altogether  ftrange  to  the  CJmefe^  who  had  never  feen 
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the  like  before,  and  the  Emptedr  himfelf  fejoided 
that  in  his  Reign  Men  with  hit  Hair  and  blue  £yes 
arriired  in   the  Empire      It  is  certain  that   die& 
Strangers  were  thoie  whofe  Names  we  read  upon  a 
Stone  Monument,  found  in  1625  at  Sinngdnfou^  iii 
the  Province  of  Chen  fty  on  which  you  fee  the  Crc^, 
an  AbftraA  of  the  Chriftian  Law,  together  with  the 
Names  of  feventy  two  Preachers  of  this  Law^  en- 
graved in  Syriack  ChiraAers,  and  a  Date  fpecifying 
the  eighth  Year  of  the  Reign  of  Tai  tfong.  In  the 
.King's  Library  is  preferved  an  old  Arabian  Marlu- 
foipty  wherein  we  find  that  at  this  very  Time  the 
Catnolick  Patriardi  of  the  Indies  fcnt  Preachers  of  the 
Goipel  into  Cinnay   who  were  honourably  received 
in  the  Imperial  City,  and  conduced  thither  by  Fan 
htuen  lingy  Prime  Minifter  of  the  Empire :    About 
diis  time  the  Emperor  made  choice  of  thirteen  Per- 
fons,    moft  eminent   for  Merit    and  Integrity^     to 
vifit  all  Parts  of  his  Empire,    and  gave  them    fufi 
Power  to  execute  Juftice,  and  to  punifh  feverely  thole 
Governors  of  Towns,  and  Viceroys  of  Provinces^ 
whofc  Condudl  deferved  it.     In  the  tenth  Year  of. 
his  Reign  he  was  deeply  affefted  with  the  Lofs  of 
the  Emprels,  whole  Name  was  3'cbahgfun:    She  was 
a  Princefs  of  lingular  Difcretion,  joined  with  a  Ca- 
pacity not  common   among   thofe  of  her  Sex  :    It 
was  obferved,  that  while  Ihe  lived  there  wa^  not  one 
of  the  great  Number  of  Officers,  who  ferved  in  thd 
Palace,  that  fuffered  fcvere  Punilhment,  which  is  a 
thing  almoft  without  Example.  The  Emperof ,  b^ing 
di%ufted  with  the  frequent  and  troublefon^  Admoiii* 
tions  of  his  Prime  Minifter  GuH  tcbingj  forbad  hinn  his 
Prefence ;  the  Emprefs,  who  was  informed  of  it,  put 
on  immediately  her  richeft  Drcfsr,  and  went  to  her 
Husband,  to  whotn  Ihe  faid,  ^'  Prince,  I  have  often 
^*  heard  that  when  an  Emperor  hai  Wifdom  and  Sa- 
**  gacity,  his  Subjefts  have  Honefty,  and  fear  not  tdt 
*^  jpeak  the  Truth,  Yoq  have  a  Pfime  Minifter  that 
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*'  lcnow3  not  how  to  dliTcmbk ;  by  this  I  judge  of 
•*  your  Wifdom,  and  how  much  it  dcfervcs  to  be 
"  admired,  therefore  I  am  come  to  cxprefs  my  Satif- 
*'  &dion,  and  to  wilh  you  Joy.**  This  Compliment 
appeafed  the  Emperor,  and  the  Minifter  was  reftored 
to  favour ;  This  Prificefs  compofed  a  Book  divided 
into  thirty  Chapters,  concerning  the  Manner  of  Beha« 
vi>ur  towards  Women  :  The  EmpercM*  holding  thii 
Book  in  his  Hands,  and  melting  in  Tears,  *^  See. 
"  fays  he,  the  Rules  that  ought  to  be  obfervoi 
in  all  Ages.  I  know,  added  he,  that  my  Afflic« 
tion  ptx>ceeded  from  God,  and  cannot  be  remedied  ; 
but  when  I  refleft  upon  the  Lofs  of  fo  faithfiil  and 
ib  excellent  a  Companion,  and  that  I  am  for  ever 
deprivM  of  her  good  CounielS)  is  it  polfible  for 
*'  me  to  refrain  from  Tears  ? "  He  was  willing  to 
leave  an  eternal  Monument  of  his  Grief,  and  to 
diat  end  raifed  a  ftately  Tomb  far  more  magnificent 
than  that  which  he  built  for  his  Father,  who  died  the 
Year  before. 

One  Day  being  wjlh  his  Prime  Minifter  upon  an 
Eminence,  from  whence  they  mi^t  have  a  View  of 
this  Maufeleumy  and  taking  particular  Notice  of  it  to 
him,  the  Prime  Minifter  pretending  he  did  not  un- 
derftand  him,  laid,  "  Prince^  I  thought  you  (hewed 
"  me  the  Sepulchre  of  yom*  Father  5  as  for  that  of 
"  your  Spoufe,  I  faw  it  long  ago."  At  this  Dif- 
courfc  the  Prince  ftied  Tears,  and  ftung  with  the  fe- 
crct  Reproach  of  his  Prime  Minifter,  he  ordered  the 
Maufoleum  to  be  demoliihed. 

in  the  deventh  Year  of  his  Reign  he  took  in-, 
to  the  Palace  a  young  Girl  of  fourteen,  named  Vou 
cHj  endow^  with  extraordinary  Beauty,  and  the  moft 
agreeable  Wit :  This  is  Ihe  who  afterwards  ufurped 
the  Sovereign  Power,  and  tyrannifed  over  th^  Em- 
^tfe.  In  the  twelfth  Year  the  Emperor  permitted  the 
'^hriftian  Law  to  be  preached  in  his  Empire  5  he  al* 
dotted  a  Piece  of  Ground  in  the  Imperial  City  to  build 
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thereon  a  Temple  to  the  True  God.  Guei  tching^  the 
Prime  Miniftcr,  died  in  the  Year  fcvcntecn,  extreme- 
ly regretted  by  the  Emperor.  This  Prince  wrote  an 
Encomium  upon  him  himfelf,  and  caufed  it  to  be  en- 
graved on  his  Tomb,  and  afterwards  turning  to  his 
Courtiers,  faid,  "  We  have  three  Sorts  of  Mirrors  ; 
*'  One  is  o\  Steel,  which  ferves  the  Ladies  for  to  drefe 
*'  their  Heads,  and  fet  themfelvcs  out.  The  fecond, 
**  which  1  call  fo,  are  Books  of  Antiquity,  wherein 
*'  we  read  of  the  Rife,  Progrefs,  and  Fall  of  Em- 
**  pires.  The  third  are  Men  themfclves ;  by  a  little 
**  Study  of  whofe  Aftions  we  fee  what  to  fhun,  and 
**  what  to  praftife.  I  had  this  laft  Mirror  in  the 
•'  Perfon  or  my  Prime  Minifter,  which  to  my  Mif- 
*'  fortune  I  have  loft,  defpairing  to  find  fuch  an- 
"  other." 

Another  time  that  he  entertained  his  Courtiers,  he 
told  them,  "  A  Prince  has  but  one  Heart,  and  Jthis 
Heart  is  continually  befieged  by  thofe  about  him : 
Some  attack  him   by  the  Love  of  vain   Glory, 
which  they  endeavour  to  infpire  into  him  ;  others 
by  Luxury  and  Pleafures  ;  feme  by  Carefles  and 
*'  Flattery  ;  others  have  Recourfe  to  Subtlety  and 
Falfhood  in  order  to  impofe  upon  him,  and  all. 
thefe  Arts  they  make  ufe  of,  aim  at  nothing  but  to 
infinuate  into  the  good  Graces  of  the  Prince,  to  gain 
his  Favour,  and  to  be  advanced  to  the  high  Offi- 
ces and  Digpities  of  the  Empire :     For  one  Mo- 
*'  ment  that  a  Prince  ceafes  to  watch  over  his  Heart, 
"  what  has  he  not  to  fear?** 

At  the  Age  of  twenty  one  he  married  the  Daughter 
of  his  Prime  Minifter,  called  Sin  boei,  and  gave  her 
the  Title  of  Sage.  This  Princcfe  was  celebrated  for 
her  admirable  Genius,  and  Skill  in  the  Chinefe  Sciences ; 
*tis  faid  that  at  four  Months  old  (he  began  to  fpeak, 
at  four  Years  fhe  got  by  Heart  the  Books  of  Confu- 
dus,  and  at  eight  Years  old  fhe  made  learned  Com- 
poficions  upon  all  forts  of  Subjedls :     Thus  much  is 
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certain^  that  fhc  employed  almoft  all  her  Time  in 
Reading. 

The  Emperor  had  Thoughts  of  fending  a  formi- 
dable Army  to  reduce  the  CoreanSj  who  had  revolted, 
but  his  Death  intervening  that  Expedition  was  de- 
ferred to  another  Time;  'Tis  fcarce  credible  what 
Diligence  and  Care  this  Prince  took  for  the  Educa- 
tion of  his  Children  ;  every  Objedt  ferved  as  a  Mat- 
ter for  their  Inftruftion:  If,  for  inftance,  he  was 
eating  Rice,  he  made  them  fenfible  how  much  Sweat 
and  Toil  this  Rice  coft  the  poor  Labourers :  One 
Day  as  he  was  failing  with  them  upon  the  Water, 
**  You  fee,  my  Children,  fays  he,  that  this  Boat  is  fup* 
*•  ported  by  the  Water,  which  at  the  fame  time  can 
overwhelm  it  5  confider  that  the  People  refemble  the 
Water,  and  the  Emperor  the  Boad*. 
The  Year  before  his  Death  he  gave  his  Succeflbr 
the  twelve  following  Advices,  which  he  exprefTed  in 
twenty-four  Characters.  '^  Govern  well  your  Heart 
**  and  all  its  Inclinations.  Promote  none  but  Per- 
fons  of  Merit  into  Places  and  Dignities.  Encou- 
rage wife  Men  to  come  to  your  Court.  Watch 
over  the  Conduft  of  Magiflxates.  Drive  Slanderers 
from  your  Prefence.  Be  an  Enemy  to  Pomp. 
Keep  good  CEconomy •  Let  your  Rewards  and  Pu- 
nilhments  be  proportionable  to  Merit  and  Crimes. 
Have  fpecial  Regard  to  the  Encouragement  of  A- 
griculture.  Art  Military,  Laws  and  Learning. 
Search  among  the  former  Emperors  for  Models  to 
form  your  Government  upon,  fof  I  do  not  de- 
ferve  to  be  regarded  as  fuch,  having  made  too  ma- 
ny Slips  while  I  governed  the  Empire.  Have  an 
Eye  always  tipon  the  moft  perfect  Pattern,  with- 
out which  you  will  never  keep  a  juft  Medium, 
wherein  Virtue  confifts.  Laftly,  Take  Care  that ' 
the  Splendor  of  your  Rank  puff  you  not  up  with 
Pride,  and  that  you  indulge  not  your  felf  m  the 
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*«  Plealurcs  of  a  voluptuous  Life,  for  fb  you  will  ruin 
♦*  both  the  Empire  and  your  felf," 

Itai  fong  died  in  the  forty-fixth  Year  of  the  Cycle, 
4nd  the  fifty-third  of  his  Age ;  in  the  Year  fonow- 
ing  his  Sbn  Kao  tfing  was  acknowledged  Emperor. 

Kao  tfeng>  the  fbird  Emperor y  reign^  34  Tears. 

H  E  had  reigned  five  Years  when  he  fell  in  love 
with  Vcu  cbij  the  young  Girl  which  I  mentioned  be- 
fore^ and  whom  Tat  tjbng  had  placed  in  his  Seraglio. 
She  was  retired  to  a  Monaftery  of  Bonaxfles ;  the 
Emperor  went  himfelf  to  fetch  her  out,  and  condju^ 
ed  her  to  bis  Palace.  A  tittle  after,  under  pretence 
he  had  no  Male  Illue,  he-  put  away  the  Empreis  and 
one  of  the  Queens,,  in  fpite  of  the  Remonftrance  of  hi^ 
Miniftersi  who  eppofed  it  with  all  their  might.  Vou 
cbi  was,  then  placed  upon  the  Throne,  neverthe- 
IdS.  Ihe  perceivM  that  the  Emperor  had  not  for- 
got the  divorced  Princei&s ;  and  incenfed  therea£ 
2iQ  caufed*  their  Hands  and  Feet  to  be  cut  off^  and 
in  fome  Days  after  their  Heads  likewife.  Scarce  had 
ihe  committed  thefe  bloody  A<5tions,.  but  fhe  fanciod 
herfidf  purlbed  Day  and  Night  by  the  Ghofts  of  thefe 
Princeifes,  as  by  fo  many  Furies  ready  to  fall  upcoi 
.  her;  Tl>e  Ft-ight  Ihe  was  in  made  her  fhifi:  her 
Place  continually  ;  nevcrthelels  the  Emperor  was  enar 
mour^d  more  and  more  with  this  unworthy  Otojo^ 
of  bis  Love 

Hq  wa3  in&tuated  to  that  Degree,  as  to  put  the 
Government  of  the  Empire  into  her  Hand,  and  to 
give  her  die  Name  of  ?xV»  beau^  i.  e.  The  ^een  of 
Heaven^,  a  Tide  of  Honour  till  then  unheard  of  m 
China. 

This,  cruel  Princefs  no  fooner  faw  herfelf  invefted 
widt  Sovereign  Power,  but  fhe  made  the  firft  Ufe 
of  it  in  poifoning  her  eldeft  Son,  with  a  Defign  that 
the  Ctx)WA  ihould  fall  to  her  Brother's  Children,  and 
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ry  that  means  to  fettle  her  Family  uppn  the  Thivnej^ 
>ut  ihe  ^id  not  obtain  that  Satisfaction. 

In  the  fixteenth  Year  of  the  new  Cycle^  the  Co-  Cydc  5  u 
^eans  fubmitted,  and  did  their  Homage  in  the  ac-  A.D.  664. 
:uftomed  Manner.  This  Emperor  was  favoilrable  to 
:he  Chriftian.  Religion,  as  appears  by  the  Scone  Nfo- 
pi.uncient  mpntion(6d  above;  Churches  were  built  for 
(tM?  Service  of  the  true  God,  and  the  Fakh  wa^ 
preach'd  in.  the  Provinces :  One  of  the  MilTionaricSt 
^hpfe  Name  was  Olo  p4en^  had  a  Title  of  fibnpur 
fopferred  upon  him.  Kao  tfong  died  at  the  Age  pf 
^;Ktyrfixj  and  in  the  twentieth  Year  of  the  CycJo ; 
The  cruel,  Vou  beou  feized  the  Throne. 

Vou  heou,  the  Vfurper^  reigned  2 1  Tears. 

THIS  Princefa,  as  fubtle  as  fhe  was  crud,  re^ 
fplved  ta  maintain  her  felf  in  all  the  Power  which,  the 
late  Enmeror*s  Weaknefs  had  entrufted  her  with.  To 
tli^is  end  fhe  fent  away  her  Son,  who  was  declaimed 
iieir  pf  the  Crown,  and  gave  him  a  petty  Sover«igt>- 
ty  in  the  Province  of  Hou  quang:  In  Iw.  room  £b^ 
placed  her  third  Son,  who  was  verjf  young,  and  ha^ 
pnly  the  Name  of  Emperor.  She  Began  ft>rthwith,  tjo 
rid  hpr  felf  of  all  thofe  whom  flie  fufpedbed  not  tp,be 
in  her  I^ntereft,  and  in  one  Day  put  to  Death  a^g^ieat 
many  of  the  Heads  of  the  chief  Families  of  the  Enir 

?ire.    In  the  fifteenth  Year  of  her  Reign  fhe  raifeda 
^erfecutlon  againft  die  Ghriftian  Religion,  whick  lafted 
i^fteen  Years :    In  the  fame  Y^ar  the  Prime  Mioifter,     . 
<;alled  Ttiy  had  the  Courage  to  make  preffing  InfUor 
<^  to  her  in  behalf  of  her  Son,  who  was  appointed 
^y  1^0  tfong  to  inherit  the  Crown,  and  whpm  fh^ 
l^d  banifhai  thefe  fourteen  Years :  The  Reafon  whicfi 
lie  gave  was,  that  it  is  a.  thing  unheard  of  that-  a  , 
Name,  which  did  not  belong  to  the  Family,  and  which . 
the  Defcendants  would  never  acknowledge,  fhould  be 
placed  in  the  Hall  of  their  Anceflors.     Then  the 
Prince  was  recalled  from  Exile,  and  lived  feven  Years 
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in  die  Eaftern  Palace  till  the  Death  of  Fou  heou^  be- 
fore he  afcended  the  Throne,  which  came  to  pafs  in 
the  forty-firft  Year  of  the  Cycle,  when  this  Princcls 
died,  aged  eighty-one  Years. 

Tchung  tfong,  the  Fourth  Emperor y  reigned  5  Tears. 

THIS  Prince  little  deferved  the  Throne,  whereon 
his  Birtlh,  the  Tendernefs  of  his  Father  Kao  tfongy  and 
the  Courage  of  the  Prime  Minifter  had  placed  him. 
He  gave  himfelf  entirely  up  to  Indolence  and  De- 
bauchery ;  that  he  might  not  be  interrupted  in  his 
Pleafures,  he  depolited  his  whole  Authority  in  the 
Hands  of  the  Emprefs,  whofe  Name  was  Guet^  who 
had  been  his  faithful  Companion  in  his  Exile.  This 
Princefs,  by  the  perfuafion  of  San  /?,  Governor  of 
the  Palace,  would  place  his  Son  Chang  upon  the 
Throne  :  The  Princes  and  petty  Kings  of  China  op- 
pofed  this  Refolution,  and  took  up  Arms  on  all  fides. 
tchung  tfong  died  of  Poifoh  in  the  fifty -fifth  Year  of 
his  Age  :  Chang  was  immediately  proclaimed  Elmpe- 
ror ;  but  his  Uncle,  a  petty  Prince,  at  the  fame  time 
fcized  the  Palace  :  The  Emprefs  was  killed,  together 
with  her  Daughter,  and  young  Chang  faved  his  Life 
by  furrendring  himfelf  to  his  Uncle's  Difcretion,  and 
delivering  the  Crown  into  his  Hands.  Juy  tfong^  the 
deceafcd  Emperor's  Brother,  fucceeded  him. 

Juy  tfong,  the  Fifth  Emperor ^  reigned  two  Tears. 

The  Shortnefs  of  this  Prince's  Reign  ranks  him  a- 
mongft  thofe  of  whom  we  have  little  to  lay.  All 
that  is  come  to  our  Knowledge  is,  that  he  took  Pof- 
feflion  of  the  Empire  in  the  forty-feventh  Year  of  the 
Cycle,  and  died  in  the  forty-eighth,  fifty-five.  Years 
old.  Hiuen  tfongy  his  third  Son,  was  declared  his 
Succeflbr. 
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Hiuen  tfong,  the  Sixth  Emperor j  reigned  44  Tears. 

THE  good  Nature  of  this  Prince,  his  Difcretion, 
fmgular  Temperance,  and  Zeal  forthePublick  Good^ 
gave  prefently  great  Hopes  of  the  Felicity  of  his  Reign. 
He  became  the  Reft®rer  of  his  Family,  which  was 
upon  the  Brink  of  Ruin  *,  but  he  committed  one 
Fault  almoft  irreparable,  ii>  promoting  one  of  the 
Eunuchs,  called  ICao  liefe^  to  be  Matter  of  the  Pa- 
lace ;  without  doubt  he  did  not  forcfec  the  Misfor- 
tunes which  the  Power  of  the  Eunuchs  would. one 
day  draw  upon  him  and  his  Succeflbrs. 

The  Chriftian  Religion  began  to  recover  and  flou- 
rifh  under  this   and  the  three   fuccecding  Reigns. 
Hiuen  tfong  looked  upon  Luxury  as   the   Bane  of  Cycle  52. 
good  Manners,  and  declared  himfelf  an  open  Fne-A.D.724. 
my  to  it,  and  publilh'd  an  Edi<5t  forbidding  to  fifh 
for  Pearls.      One  Day  he  caufed  all  the  Gold  and 
Silver  Veflels,  tc^ether  y^ith  all  the  Cloths  imbroi- 
dered  with  Gold,  to  be  brought  out  and  burnt  be- 
fore  the  Gate  of  the  Palace,  in  order  to  reftrain^  by 
his  own  Example,    the  Extravagance  of  his  Peo- 
ple, who  ruinM  themfelves  by  their  coftly  Expences. 
He  eftablilhed  in  his  Palace  a  College,  confifting  of 
forty  of  the  moft  learned  Doftors  of  the  Empire  j 
which  Body  of  Men  affords  Hiftoriographers,  VifitoTi 
of  Provinces,  Governors,  Viceroys,  (3c.  He  fought 
out  the  ancient  Books  which  treated  of  the  Military 
Science,  and  had  them  reviled  for  the  training  up  of 
Soldiers  :  He  vifited  one  day  the  Houfe  where  C^«- 
fucius  was  born,  and  honoured  that  great  Man  w'ith 
the  Title  of  King  of  Learning  :  It  was  wilhed  that 
this  Prince  had  complied  with  the  Counfels  which 
Tuen  tcbao  his  Prime  Minifter  gave  him ;  for  in  a 
Memorial  which  he  prefented  to  him  he  adviied  him, 
among  other  things,  to  confer  no  publick  Employ- 
ment upon  the  Eunuchs,  to  grant  no  Power  to  his 
Relations,  to  extirpate  the  idolatrous  Se<5b  of  Fee  and 
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ftaoj  6?r.  but  he  gave  no  ear  to  thefe  wife  Counfek : 
This  Emperor  was  the  firft  who  honoured  with  a  Title 
of  petty  king  or  Sovereign  the  Generals  of  his  Ar- 
xnivs,  who  had  moft  diftinguifhed  themfelves,  or  done 
the  gieateft  Service  to  the  State,  tho'  they  were  not  of 
Imperial  Blood.  When  he  vifited  his  Empire  he  di- 
vided it  into  fifteen  Provinces. 

He  placed  in  his  Palace,  with  great  Solemnity,  the 
Statue  of  Lao  kiun^  Author  of  one  of  the  Senfts  which 
are  found  in  CUnaj  whofe  Diiciples,  as  well  as  the 
V  Bonzes,  uied  to  burn  at  Funerals  Silk-Stuffs,  and 
Ingots  of  Silver.  The  Emperor,  by  the  Advice  of 
his  Brother  Fan  yUj  altered  this  Cuftom,  and  com- 
.  manded  that  for  the  future  diey  fhould  burn  none 
but  Stuffs  or  Cloths  made  of  Paper,  which  is  ftill  in 
ufe  among  the  Bonzes.  It  was  almofl  thirty  Years 
that  the  Empire  enjoyed  profound  Peace,  but  it  was 
at  laft  difhirbed  by  frefh  Infurre<5lions,  and  the  Impe- 
rial Army  was  entirely  defeated  with  the  Lois  of 
f  oooo  Men.  ' 

The  Emperor  knew  nothing  of  all  this,  lor  the 
Pafliiges  to  tne  Throne  were  kept  fhut  by  the  Eunuchs : 
The  Chief  of  the  Rebels  was  a  foreign  Prince,  Nga» 
lo  cbanj  whom  the  Emperor,  in  fpite  of  the  Oppofi- 
tion  of  his  Minifters,  had  raifed  to  the  higheft  Offices, 
and  entrufled  with  die  Command  of  his  Troops :  This 
Traitor,  imboldened  by  his  Succefles,  and  feeing  him- 
felf  Mafter  of  a  great  Part  of  the  North,  had  the  In- 
'  folence  to  afTume  the  Tide  of  Emperor.    There  was 

Difhirbance  within  the  Palace  as  well  as  without,  for 
the  Emperor  divorced  his  Wife,  put  three  of  his  Chil- 
dren to  Death  upon  flight  Grounds,  and  married  his 
Daughter-in-law.  As  one  Misfortune  often  draws 
another, ,  fo  the  Difaflers  which  happened  encouraged 
a  Company  of  Robbers  to  get  together,  who  attacking 
the  Imperial  Army  routed  it,  and  killed  40000  Men ; 
the  Emperor  was  forced  to  fly,  and  retire  into  the  Pro- 
vince of  Se.tcbuen^ 

So 
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So  tlbng,  the  Seventh  Emperor,  reigned  fix  Tears. 

TOWARDS  the  End  of  the  thirty-third  Y-ar 
of  the  Cycle,  Htuen  tfong  made  his  igpominious  Re- 
treat, and  So  tfong  took  Pofleflion  of  the  Government, 
tho*  his  Father  was  ftill  living :  He  was  a  wai-likc 
Prince,  who,  with  the  help  of  his  Prime  Miniflcr  Ko 
tfou  y,  cntirdiy  overthrew  the  Army  of  Robbers,  and 
difperfed  them.     The  Publick  Tranquility  was  no 
fooner  fetded,  but  he  brought  home  his  Father  from 
the  Province  of  Se  tchuen^  and  conducted  him   into 
the  Palace  with  all  the  Honours  due  to  his  Rank ;  bi^ 
he  did  not  long  enjoy  the  Re^fe  which  his  Son  pro- 
cured him,  for  he  dded  in  the  thirty-eighth  of  the  Cycle, 
^d  the  feventy-eighth  of  his  Age.'  Neverthelcfi  Ngan 
lo  cban  plundered  the  Palace  of  Tcbang  ngan^  and 
with  the  Riches,  which  he  conveyed  into  the  Province 
of  Ho  nan,   he  bought  an  hundred  Elephants   and 
Horfes,  which  had  been  taught  to  dance  to  the  Sound 
of  Inftruments,  and  toprefentto  the  Emperor  a  Cup 
which  they  held  in  xhdr  Trunks.  Ngan  lo  cban  had  a 
jnind  to  procure  himfelf  this  Diverfion ;  but  as  if  thcfc 
Beads  had  refufed  to  acknowledge  him  for  Emperor,  in 
that  they  could  never  be  drawn  to  do  what  he  defired, 
he  was  fb  inraged  that  he  ordered  them  to  be  killed 
upon  the  Spot.     The  Perfidioufnefs  of  this  Traitor, 
who  made  ufe  of  his  Mailer's  Favour  to  ruin  him,  was 
not  long  unpuiiifhed,  for  he  was  killed  in  his  Bed  by 
his  own  Son.  The  Parricide  was  murdered  in  his 
turn  by  Se  mong.  General  of  the  Army,  who,   being 
defirous  to  make  the  youngeft  of  his  Children   his 
Heir,  was  likewife  killed  by  his  eldeft  Son.     So  tfong 
died  in  the  thirty-ninth  Year  of  the  •  Cycle,  arici  left 
i   the  Crown  to  his  Son  *Tai  tfong. 

Tai  tfong,  the  Eighth  Emperor,  reigned  1 7  Tears. 

THE  Beginning  of  this  Reign  profpered  very  well 
by  the  Care  of  able  Miniflers,  in  whom  the  Emperor 
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placed  his  Confidence ;  the  Rebels  were  forced  to  re- 
turn to  their  Obedience,  and  Peace  was  reftored  in 
the  Empire :  But  it  was  of  fhort  Continuance,  for  five 
of  the  moft  powerful  Kings  (hook  off  the  Yoke,  and, 
refufing  to  acknowledge  the  Emperor  for  their  Mafter, 
pretended  to  reign  abfolutely  independent. 

A  Mandarin  called  Ftm  hou  tften^  finding  himfelf  at 
the  Point  of  Death,  ordered  his  *  Head  to  be  fliaved 
after  the  manner  of  the  Bonzes,  whofe  Proteftor  he 
was,  and  defired  to  be  interred  according  to  their  Ct- 
remonies  :  We  fliall  fee  this  Example  afterwards  co- 
pied by  many  Grandees  of  the  Empire,  in  the  nine- 
teenth Dynafty. 

In  the  eighth  Year  of  this  Reign  more  than  200000 
V'artars  made  an  Irruption  into  the  Empire,  and  forced 
the  Emperor  to  fly :  His  Palace  was  plundered,  and 
thefe  Barbarians,  loaded  with  immenfe  Treafures,  re- 
tired into  their  own  Country.  The  Emperor,  with  the 
AlTiftance  of  the  famous  Ko  tfou  y^  came  back  again  to 
his  Palace ;  the  Elogium  of  this  great  General  is  to 
be  feen  upon  the  Stone-Monument  which  I  fpokc  of 
more  than  once ;  there  his  Liberality  is  mentioned 
with  Pmife,  and  that  he  contributed  much  to  his  own 
Credit  and  Intereft,  by  erefting  Temples  to  the  True 
God  ;  fome  alfo  conjcfture  that  he  had  embraced 
Chriftianity.  The  fame  Monument  gives  an  account, 
that  on  the  Day  of  our  Saviour's  Nativity  the  Em- 
peror fent  rich  Perfiimes  to  the  Church,  and  Fruits 
from  his  own  Table  to  the  Minifters  of  the  Golpel. 
Tat  tfong  died  in  the  fifty-third  Year  of  his  Age,  and 
was  fucceeded  by  Tc  tfong  his  eldeft  Son. 

Te  tfong,  the  Ninth  Emperor^  reigned  25  Tears. 

THE  Empire  found  no  great  Support  fix>m  this 
Prince,  for  he  paflTed  his  Time  in  trifling  Employ- 
ments, was  of  a  timorous  Nature,  extremely  miftruft- 
fiil,  and  ready  to  lend  an  Ear  to  Flatterers :  He  was 
apjjlauded  for  refiifing  to  receive  Prefcnts  from  Stran- 
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gers,  which  was  look'd  upon  as  a  happy  Omen  :  The 
befi  Augury  I  can  bave^  fays  he,  is  to  fee  Wife  Men  a- 
bout  me.  He  fhewed  one  Sign  of  Difintereftcdnels, 
which  gained  great  Commendation :  When  a  great 
Sum  ofMoncy  was  offered  him,  inftead  of  receiving  it 
he  ordered  it  to  be  diftributed  among  his  Soldiers. 

In  the  third  Year  of  this  Reign  the  famous  -Kb  Cydc  53; 
tfou  y^  who  had  rendered  fuch  important  Service  toA.r.784. 
the  Empire,  died  in  the  eighty-fifth  Year  of  his  Age ; 
he  had  been  Prime  Minifter  under  four  Emperors, 
and  io  great  was  the  Reputation  of  his  Probity,  that 
it  was  univerfally  faid  He  had  not  his  Equal  for  ma- 
ny Ages :  Such  Confidence  was  placed  in  this  Mini- 
fter, that  it  may  be  truly  affirmed.  That  the  Fate  of 
the  reigning  Family  was  in  his  Hands :  Tho'  he  at- 
tained to  the  higheft  Honours,  and  had  acquired  im- 
mcnfe  Riches,  yet  Envy  it  felf  revered  him,  and  he 
never  felt  its  Stroke,  and  tho*  he  kept  a  fplendid 
Houfc,  his  Liberality  exceeded  his  Magnificence.  He 
left  eight  Children,  who  all  made  themfelves  memo- 
rable by  the  Honour  with  which  they  difcharged  the 
diflferent  Pofts  their  Merit  had  railed  them  to.  China 
mourned  three  Years  for  this  great  Man,  whom  fhc 
bewailed  as  her  common  Father. 

The  Power  of  the  Eunuchs  became  f6  formidable, 
and  their  Infolence  increafcd  to  fo  great  a  degree,  that 
on  all  fides  there  was  nothing  but  Revolts  talked  of, 
and  the  Emperor  was  obliged  to  levy  a  great  num- 
ber of  frcfli  Troops  to  augment  his  Army,  and  to 
double  the  Taises  to  maintain  them  :  There  was  even 
a  Tax  laid  upon  Tea,  which  is  the  common  Drink 
of  the  Cbinefe.  Theft  extraordinary  Impofitions  ex- 
alperatcd  all  Perfons,  and  the  extreme  Poverty  of  the 
People  occafioned  infinite  Thefts  and  Robberies  :  By 
good  Fortune  the  Imperial  Arms  were  viftdrious  every 
where,*  and  the  Rebels  being  defeated  Peace  was  re-» 
eftablilhed,  and  the  People  relieved.  The  fiftipe- 
ror  at  laft  attributed  the  Wars  and  Calamities  to 
his  own  ill  Deftiny,  and  added,  that  part  of  theft 
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Misfortunes  was  foretold  him  by  the  Aftrologers: 
Li  fnicy  his  Prime  Minifter,  made  Anfwer,  "  Prince, 
^*  leave  this  kind  of  Talk  to  the  Ignorant  and  Vulgar, 
**  'tis  not  convenient  for  you  and  me  to  ufe  it ;  for 
<«  according  as  we  govern  the  State  well  or  ill,  lb  we 
*'  render  our  own  Deftiny  happy  or  unhappy/*  This 
Prince  died  at  the  Age  of  fixty-four,  in  the  twenty- 
firft  Year  of  the  Cycle  5  he  had  for  his  Succeflbr  Cbun 
tftmg  his  Son. 

Chun  tfbng,  Jbe  Tenth  Emperor ^  reigmd  one  Tear. 

THERE  was  reafbn  enough  to  hope  for  a 
happy  Reign  under  this  new  Emperor,  but  he  being  at- 
tacked by  a  grievous  Diftemper,  for  which  he  could 
find  no  Remedy,  abdicated  tJie  Crown,  and  delivered 
it  to  his  Son  Hien  tfong. 

Hien  tfong,  the  'Eleventh  Emperor^  reigned  1 5  Tears. 

THIS  Prince  had  wonderful  Penetration,  Under- 
Handing,  and  Skill  in  dif- entangling  and  difpatching 
the  moft  difficult  Affairs,  and  a  Firmnefs  of  Mind, 
which  no  Confideradon  could  conquer,  in  carrying 
on  what  he  once  undertook,  and  he  gave  folid  Proofs  ' 
of  his  AfTedion  for  his  People  m  a  time  of  Famine, 
by  opening  his  Treafures  and  publick  Granaries 
in  favour  of  the  afflifted  Provinces  :  He  font  the 
Grandees  of  his  Court  to  inform  themfelves  of  the 
Condition  of  his  People,  and  to  relieve  them  in  pro- 
portion to  their  Want.  In  the  thirty-fixth  Year  of  the 
Cycle,  he  ordered  the  Finger-bone  of  the  Idol  Foe 
to  be  brought  in  great  Pomp  from  the  Province  of 
Chen  ft :  The  Chief  Tribunal  of  Ceremonies  ftrongly 
oppofed  this  whimfical  Refolution  of  the  Emperor, 
boldly  alledging  that  the  execrable  Remains  of  this 
Idol  ought  to  be  burtt ;  as  they  firmly  perfiftcd  in 
their  Determination,  without  regarding  die  Piipleafure 
of  the  Emperor,  many  of  them  were  degreed,  which 
is  a  comimon  Punifhment  of  the  great  Mandarins  of 
the  Empire :  He  fell,  into  another  piece  of  Folly, 

which 
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which  coft  him  his  Life ;  for  having  fought  every 
where  after  the  pretended  Liquor  of  Immortality, 
which  the  Seft  of  7*ao  promised,  to  which  he  was  de- 
voted, the  Eunuchs  prefented  this  Drink  to  him,  and 
it  was  believ'd  that  they  poifon'd  him,  for  this  unhap- 
py Prince,  after  he  took  it,  dy*d  fudd^nly  at  the 
Age  of  Forty-three,  and  his  Son  Mo  tfong  lucceeded 
him. 

Mo  tfbng,  the  Twelfth  Emperor^  reigned  14  Tears. 

THE  Choice  which  the  laft  Emperor  made  of 
his  Son  Mo  tfong  to  fucceed  him,  was  at  firft  oppofcd 
by  certain  Lords,  who  had  a  Defign  to  place  another 
Prince  upon  the  Throne,  but  their  Projefts  mifcarry- 
ing  they  were  put  to  death  5  and  now  leein*g  himfelf 
in  quiet  Pofleflion  of  the  Crown,  he  granted,  accord- 
ing to  Cuftom,  a  general  Amnefty,  and  by  paying 
too  much  Deference  to  the  Advice  of  fome  of  his 
Courtiers,  he  had  the  Imprudence  to  disband  Part  of 
his  Troops ;  the  Hardfhips  which  thefc  difmiflcd  Sol- 
diers underwent,  obliged  them  to  take  Reftige  among 
the  Robbers,  whofe  Number  they  increased.  It  was 
under  this  Prince  that  the  Imperial  Family  of  Tang 
began  to  decline  from  that  State  of  Splendor  which  it 
had  hitherto  maintained,  and  the  .following  Princes 
completed  its  Ruin. 

He  died  at  the  Age  of  Thirty,  after  he  had  taken 
a  Medicine  which  had  been  prepared  for  him  :  His 
Son  King  tfong  fucceeded  him  in  the  following  Year, 
ifi^hich  was  the  forty-fccond  of  the  Cycle. 

King  tfbng,  theThirteenth Emperor y  reigned  two  Tears. 

I T  was  by  the  Eledion  of  the  Eunuchs,  who 
were  now  become  Matters,  that  IGng  tfong  mounted 
the  Throne ;  and  by  the  fame  Authority  which  they 
had  ufurp*d,  they  deprived  him  of  the  Government 
not  long  after,  in  order  to  confer  it  on  the  Emprefs- 
Mother  :     The  childifh   Behaviour  of  this  young 
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Prince,  and  his  Irregularities,  were  the  Motives  they 
made  ufe  of  to  difpoflefs  him,  and  to  leave  him  no 
more  than  the  empty  Title  of  Emperor :  This  Prince 
returning  from  Hunting  went  into  his  Apartment  to 
change  his  Cloaths,  when  the  Candles  being  fuddenly 
put  out  he  was  murder'd  by  the  Eunuchs  at  the  Age 
of  eighteen  Years,  who  placed  his  Brother  Ven  tfong 
in  his  Room. 

Ven  tfong,  the  Fourteenth  Emperor^  reigned  four- 
teen Tears* 

THIS  Prince  had  an  AfFedion  for  Men  of  Let- 
ters, and  the  Sages  of  his  Empire :  He  bore  with 
Impatience  the  Power  of  the  Eunuchs,  and  in  the 
ninth  Year  of  his  Reign  he  took  private  Meafurcs  to 
deftroy  them  -,  but  the  Eunuchs,  perceiving  the  Snares 
which  were  laid  for  them,  fell  imnjediatdy  with  fo 
much  Fury  upon  the  Miniflters,  and  the  Guards  of 
the  Palace,  that  they  flew  above  a  thoufand  Mai, 
and  many  Families  entirely  perilh'd.  Thefe  Misfor- 
tunes, and  (till  others  greater  which  the  Emperor  fore- 
iaw,  overwhelmed  him  with  Sorrow  fo  fenfibly,  that 
he  often  endeavoured  to  divert  it,  or  drown  it  in  Wine ; 
but  in  fpite  of  all  his  Endeavours,  Grief  feiz'd  his  Spi- 
rits to  that  degree  that  he  decayed  infenfibly,  and  at  laft 
died  of  a  Confumption  m  the  fifty-feventh  Year  of 
the  Cycle.  The  Eunuchs,  who  now  took  upon  them 
to  nominate  Emperors,  never  thought  of  the  Son  of 
the  Deceafed,  but  chofe  his  Brother  called  Vou  tfong^ 
who  was  the  fifth  Son  of  the  twelfth  Emperor  of  this 
Dynafty. 

Vou  tfong,  the  Fifteenth  Emperor^  reigned  fix  Tears. 

THE  fuperior  Qualifications  of  this  Prince  ju- 
ftify'd  the  Preference  they  gave  him  before  the  Son 
of  the  laft  Emperor  •,  he  had  an  Inclination  for  War, 
and  dreaded  neither  Danger  nor  Fatigue ;  he  drove 
the  Tartars  out  of  the  Province  of  Chanji^  who  had 

forti- 
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fbrtifyM  .themfelves  in  that  Place,  and  cleared  fevcral 
Provinces  of  the  Empire  of  the  Robbers,  who  got 
together  in  Troops,  and  made  great  Havock  therein ; 
He  had  an  exquifite  Judgment,  which  feldom  de- 
ceived him  in  the  Choice  he  made  of  his  Miniflers  5  • 
'rwas  he  who  cllablifh'd,  or  rather  revived  a  Law, 
.which  is  ftill  obferved,  that  obliges  all  the  Mandarins 
of  the  Imperial  City  to  do  their  Duty,  upon  whom 
the"  other  Mandarins  difperfcd  in  the  Provinces  are  de- 
pendent ;  this  Law  enjoins  that  every  five,  or  at  leaft 
leven  Years j  the  Conduft  of  the  chief  Ofiicers  of  the 
Empire,  in  the  Execution  of  their  Charge,  fliould  be 
flridily  examined  into  ;  and  it  is  a  conftant  Praftice, 
that  every  one  of  thefe  Mandarins  fhould  deliver  in 
Writing  a  fincere  and  particular  Confeflion  of  all  the 
Faults  he  has  been  guilty  of,  and  intreat  the  Emperor's 
Pardon  5  and  if  it  happened  that  in  this  humble  Con- 
feflion, which  they  were  obliged  to  make,  they  ex- 
cufed  their  Faults,  or  difguifed  and  extenuated  their 
Guilt,  they  had  then  no  Favour  to  expeft,  and  were 
inevitably  deprived  of  their  Employments. 

This  Emperor  did  not  live  long  enough  for  thecydc^^.. 
Good  of  his  People,  being  but  thirty-three  Years  old^  i>.844. 
when  he  died,  which  happened  in  the  thircl  Year  of  this 
new  Cycle.     The  Eunuchs  rejeded  his  Son,  and  in 
his  ftead  ele6ted  Suen  tfong^  the  youngeft  Son  of  the 
eleventh  Emperor  of  this  Dynafty. 

Suen  tfong,   the  Sixteenth  Emperor^   reigned 

thirteen  Tears. 

*T  i  S  probable  that  the  flender  Capacity,  which 
this  Prince  difcovered  in  his  Infancjr,  induced  the  Eu- 
nuchs to  prefer  him  to  all  others,  rightly  judging  that* 
the  lefs  'capable  the  Emperor  was  of  governing  him- 
lelf,  the  more  they  would  be  Matters  5  but  they  were 
niiftaken,  for  Suen  tfong  was  no  fooner  upon  the 
Throne  but  he  appeared  another  Man,  and  all  the 
jQualities  which  conftitute  a  great  Prince  Ihined  in  him  : 
^'  His 
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His  Wifdom,  Judgment,  Moderation,  Equity, 
•  plication  to  Affairs,  and  Love  for  his  People,  made 

them  look  upon  him  as  a  perfeft  Copy  of  7W  tfong^ 
the  fecond  Emperor  of  the  Dynafty,  whofe  Menao- 
ry  was  ftill  revered  throughout  the  Empire :  What- 
ever Merit  this  Prince  had,  he  could  not  curb  the 
Power  of  the  Eunuchs  :  His  Prime  Miniftcr,  Hou 
taoy  prefented  a  Memorial  to  him,  in  which  he  advi^ 
him  to  be  inexorable  with  regard  to  thofc  Eunuchs 
who  fhould  commit  any  Fault,  and  not  to  fiipply  the 
.  Places  of  thofe  who  die,  that  their  Number  leflening 
by  litde  and  little,  it  might  be  more  eafy  to  deftroy 
diem ;  this  Projeft,  being  difcovcred  by  the  Eu- 
niKhs,  produced  mortal  Enmities  between  them  and 
the  Minifter,  the  Troubles  growing  greater  than 
ever.  The  Chinefe  Writers  blame  this  Prince  for  ad- 
mitting to  his^Cpurt  the  Seftaries  of  Tao^  in  order  to 
procure,  by  their  means,  the  pretended  Drink  which 
renders  Men  immortal,  upon  which  one  of  his  Mi- 
nifters  reprefentcd  to  him,  that  the  beft  Method  to 
procure  himfelf  a  long  and  happy  Life  was  to  con- 
troul  his  Appetites,  fubdue  his  Pafllbns,  and  pradlifc 
Virtue  :  Moji  of  the  Em^erors^  your  Predeceffors^  add- 
ed he,  would  have  arrived  to  extreme  old  Age^  if  they 
bad  followed  the  Advice  which  I  give  you :  Scarce  had 
he  taken  the  Drink  which  the  Sedtaries  gave  him, 
but  he  faw  himfelf  devoured  by  Worms  which 
fwarm'd  in  .  his  Body,  •  and  in  few  Days  after  he 
died,  at  the  Age  of  fifty  Years,  being  fucceeded  by 
his  Son  Ttfongy  who  was  elefted  by  the  Eunuchs. 

Y  tfong,   the  Seventeenth  Emperor^    reigned 

fourteen  Tears. 

THE  Haughtinefs  and  Pride  of  this  Prince,  his 
Prodigality,  Luxury,  and  exceffive  Debaucheries, 
raifed  a  general  Cry  againft  him :  In  the  fourteenth 
Year  of  his  Reign  he  brought  into  his  Palace,  in 
great  Pomp,  a  Bone  of  the  Idol  Foe^    and  three 

Months 
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Nf  onths  after  dy*d,  at  the  Age  of  thirty-one  Years, 
The  Chinefe  Writers  attribute  his  Death,  and  the  Trou- 
bles which  followed,  to  his  extrava^nt  Paflion  for 
this  Idol :  The  Eunuchs  placed  his  Son  Hi  tfong  \x% 
his  Room. 


[i  tfong,   the  Eighteenth  Emperor^   reigned 

fifteen  Tears. 

THE  Eunuchs,  who  were  abfolute  Mafters,  fet^ 
tied  this  Prince  upon  the  Throne,  being  but  twelve 
Years  old.    He  Ipcnt  his\Time  in  Play  and  Mufick, 
in  Riding  and  Shooting,  while  on  all  fides,  but  efpe-- 
cially  in  the  Northern  Provinces,  there  was  nothing 
to   be  feen  but  Tumults  and  Revolts  ;   the  Taxes 
wherewidi  the  People  were  loaded,  the  Famine  cauied 
by  the  overflowing  of  Rivers,  and  by  the  Grafs-hop- 
pers which  deftroy^d  the  Corn,  incrcafed  the  Num- 
ber of  the  Rebels  ;  Hoan  tftao^  who  was  of  the  Pro- 
vince of  Chan  tong^  being  at  the  Head  of  them,  went 
and  laid  Siege  to  the  Imperial  City,  and  having  drove 
his  Sovereign  away,  cauied  himfelf  to  be  proclaimed 
Emperor :     A  young  Man  twenty-eight  Years  old, 
called  Ia  ke  yongy  to  whom  was  given  the  Name  of 
yb  yen  long^  bccaufe  he  had  but  one  Eye,  command- 
ed the  Imperial  Troops,  and  attacked  the  Captain  of 
the  Rebels ;  at  firft  he  was  repulsed,  but  rallying  his 
Soldiers,  he  returned  to  the  Charge  with  fo  much  Fu- 
ry that  he  obtained  a  complcat  Viftory,  and  brought 
the  Emperor  back  in  Triumph  to  his  Palace ;    for 
thefc  Services  he  was  rewarded  with  the  Principality  of 
Xfi^t  ^(i  his  Son  became  the  Founder  of  the  fifteenth 
Dynafty* 

The  Emperor  did  not  enjoy  the  Fruit  of  this  Vic- 
tory above  three  Months;  tor  he  dy'd  in  the  forty- 
fifth  Year  of  the  Cycle,  at  the  Age  of  twenty-fqven, 
and  the  Eunuchs  fct  the  Imperial  Crown  on  the 
Head  of  TcboQ  t/ong^  who  was  the  laft  Emperor's  fixth 
Son, 

Tchao 
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Tchao  tfong,  the  Nineteenth  Emperor ^  reigned 

fixteen  Years. 

THIS  Prince,  who  wanted  neither  Undcrlland- 
ing  nor  Courage,  fhewed  ^eat  Marks  of  his  Efteem 
for  Men  of  Learning,  and  for  his  principal  Mi- 
nifterS  of  State,  hoping,  by  their  help,  ta  be  able 
to  reftorc  by  degrees  the  Affairs  of  the  Empire, 
which  were  in  a  very  bad  Situation,  by  reafon  of  the 
great  Authority  the  Eunuchs  had  ufurped,  and  of  the 
Multitude  of  People  who  every  where  were  difpofed 
to  revolt ;  in  order  to  this,  he  judjg'd  it  moft  necefla* 
ry  to  begin  with  the  Deftrudion  of  the  Eunuchs ; 
but  as  he  was  coniidering  of  the  moft  proper  Methods 
to  bring  this  about  the  Eunudis,  fufpefting  his  De- 
ligns,  came  fuddcniy  upon  him  witk  a  great  num- 
hex  of  Soldiers  well  armed,  feized  his  Perfon,  and 
ihut  him  up  In  a  remote  Apartment  under  a  fure 
:  Guard,  leaving  a  Hole  in  the  Wall  through  which 
to  convey  Vi&uals  to  him ;  the  Prime  Minifter,  Tfou 
yuy  having  difcover'd  the  Place  where  the  Emperor 
was  confined,  fent  thither  a  number  of  refolute  Fel- 
lows well  armed,  who  flew  the  Guards,  released  the 
Emperor,  and  brought  him  to  his  Palace,  ^chm 
uen^  Captain  of  the  Band  of  Robbers,  being  invited 
by  the  Prime  Minifter  tp  come  to  the  Emperor^s 
Succour  againft  the  Eunuchs,  arrived  juft  at  the 
time  that  this  Prince  publifli'd  an  Edift  for  extirpa- 
ting the  Eunuchs,  referving  only  thirty  of  the 
*'  youngeft  of    them    for   the   fervUe  Offices  of  his 

Palace,  and  executed  this  Commiflion  with  fuch  Ri- 
gour,  that  many  hundreds  of  the  Eunuchs  were  maf- 
facred.  l^chou  uen  had  appeared  loyal  hitherto,  but 
Ambition,  which  feized  his  Heart,  rendered  him 
treacherous  foon  after ;  he  killed  the  Prime.  Minifter 
who  was  fb  ftrongly  attached  to  his  Prince,  and  ob- 
liged the  Emperor  to  remove  his  Court  from,  the  Pro- 
vince of  Chen  ft  to  that  of  Ho  nan^  and  the  Empe- 
ror 
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ror  had  no  Iboner  eftablifh'd  his  new  Court  dierc,  . 
but  the  Traitor  7'cbou  uen  murdcr'd  him,  which  hap- 
pened in  the  firft  Year  of  the  Cycle,  and  in  the  thirty- 
eighth  Year  of  this  Prince's  Age.  The  Rebel  im- 
mediately placed  the  Imperial  Crown  on  the  Head 
oF  T'cbao  fuen  tfong^  Son  of  the  deceafed  Emperor,  till 
lie  could  take  it  himfelf  with  Safety. 

Tchao  fuen  ^fong,  the  Twentieth  Emperor ^  reigned 

two  Tears. 

THIS  young  Prince  was  fcarce  two  Years  upon 
the  Throne,  when  feeing  plainly  that  he  (hould  be  fa- 
crificed,  as  well  as  his  Father,  to  the  Anibitibn  of  the 
perfidious  Tchou  uen^  chofe  voluntarily  to  refign  the 
Crown  to  him  to  prevent  his  committing  a   frefh 
Crime,  and  to  fave  his  own  Life:     The  Ufurper, 
'who  took  the  Name  of  Tai  tfou^  gave  him  a  Princi- 
pality, which  he  held  no  longer  than  three  Years,  be- 
ing kill'd  at  the  Age  of  Seventeen^  and  with  him 
ended  the  Family  of  Tang.    The  Five  following  are 
counted  by  the  Chinefe  as  fmall  Dynafties,  as  well  as 
the  Five  which  precede  the  Dynafty  of  Tang  j    they 
€3,11  thefe  Heou  ou  tdij  i.  e.  The  Jive  latter  Dynafties  ; 
they  refemble  the  former  in  Wars,  Revolts,  and  Par- 
ricides, which  fo  often  ftained  the  Throne  ;  but  they 
differ  in  the  Number  of  Princes,  and  in  the  Time  of 
their  Duration.     The  five  former  reckon  twenty-four 
Emperors  in  the  fpace  of  198  Years,  whereas  thefe 
latter  lafted  not  one  Cycle,  and  reckon  no  more  than 
thirteen  Emperors  :  The  warlike  Nation  called  Sie 
tan^  inhabiting  the  Country  which  goes  at  this  time 
by  the  Name  of  Leao  fong^  being  exceedingly  increa- 
fed  by  many  Colonies  that  came  from  Corea^  created 
much  Trouble  to  the  following  Emperors. 


The 
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^eFourteentiDynaJiy^  called HcoLc2Ln^^  wbicb 
had  two  Emperors  in  the  Space  of  ib  Tears. 

Tai  tfou,  the  Firft  Emperor  j  reigned  fix  Tears^ 

TOURING  thefe  Times  of  Confufion  many 
^^  Principalities  fell  off  by  d^rccs  fix)m  the  Body 
of  the  Empire,  and  every  one  erf*  thefe  Sovereigns 
govem'd  his  own  petty  State  according  to  his  own 
Fancy,  yet  without  difcontinuing  his  Homage  to  the 
Emperor  :  Tai  tfiu  fixed  his  Court  in  the  Province  of 
Ho  natty  but  did  not  long  wear  the  Crown  which  he 
had  ufurp'd  by  fo  much  Treachery,  being  murdcrM 
at  the  Age  of  fixty-two  Years  by  his  cldeft  Son,  but 
fucceeded  by  hjs  third  Son  Mo  ti. 

Mo  ti,  the  Second  Emperor^  reigned  ten  Tears.^ 

MQ  fl  was  only  a  petty  Prince ;  when  he  heard 
the  News  of  his  Father's  Death,  he  inftantly  march*d 
at  the  Head  of  his  Forces  and  engaged  his  Brother^s 
Army,  which  he  intirely  defeated,  kilPd  the  Parricide, 
and  afccndcd  the  Throne  die  tenth  Year  of  the  Cy- 
cle. Towards  the  thirteenth  Year  a  barbarous  Peo- 
ple of  the  North,  called  Sie  tan^  who  afterwards  were 
named  Leao^  laid  the  Foundation  of  their  Govern- 
ment, which  in  the  fpace  of  209  Xears  reckons  a 
Succefljon  of  nine  Princes. 

Tcbouang  tfong^  Son  of  the  famous  Warrior  Li  ke 
yong  beforemention*d,  who  had  done  fuch  Service  to 
the  State  under  the  eighteenth  Emperor,  took  advan- 
tage of  thefe  Troubles  to  gain  a  Crown,  which  he 
found  himfclf  more  worthy  to  wear  than  the  Ufur- 
per ;  he  commanded  an  always  viftorious  Army,  and 
having  taken  feveral  Towns  he  engag'd  the  Empe- 
ror's   Army,    which  was  cut  to  Pieces  :   Mo  ti  in 

Delpair 
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I>efpair  flew  himfelf,  and  with  him  his  Family  was 
extinft. 

fThi  Fifteenth  Dynajlyy  called  Heou  Fang,  con-- 
taining  four  Emperors  in  the  Spact  of  12  Tears. 

Tchouang  tlbng,   the  Ftrft  Emperor^  reined 

three  Tears. 

nrCHOUANG  rSONG  inherited  the  Martial 
Temper  of  his  Father,  being  inured  to  the  Hard- 
(hips  of  War  from  his  Youth :  In  all  his  Campaigns 
he  lay  on  the  Ground,  and  for  fear  of  fleeping  toe 
long  wore  a  Bell  about  his  Neck. 

This  Prince  would  have  deferv'd  a  Place  among  the 
grcateft  Heroes  of  his  Country,  if  he  had  not  obfcur*d 
the  Glory  of  his  earlier  Years  by  Idlenefe  and  Luxury ; 
he  not  only  delighted  in  feeing  Plays,  but  would  alfo 
debaie  himfelf  fo  low  as  to  adt  a  Part  to  give  a  tri- 
fling Diveriion  to  his  Queens  and  Children ;  and  he 
employed  his  Time  in  fo  many  other  frivolous  Amufe- 
ments,  that  he  was  defpifed  by  his  Subjefls :  He  wa» 
moreover  fo  {brdidly  covetous,  that  altho'  he  was  im- 
menfely  rich,  yet  he  would  never  open  his  Coffers  fix* 
the  Rdief  of  his  People. 

At  length,  in  a  Sedition  of  the  Army,  he  was 
wounded  by  an  Arrow,  of  which  he  dy*d  the  twenty- 
iecond  Year  of  the  Cycle ;  but  it  is  not  known  whe- 
ther the  Stroke  was  given  by  Defign  or  Cliance  : 
Afi/g-  t/ong  was  eledled  Emperor  by  the  Grandees. 

Ming  tfbng,  the  Second  Emperor^  reigned  eight  Tears. 

THE  Father  of  the  late  Emperor  had  adopted 
JMing  tfong^  tho'  he  was  not  a  Native  of  the  Empire-: 
This  Prince  had  acquired  a  general  Efteem,  and  he 
perfedlly   anfwer'd  the  People's  Expedations  ;  he  is 

chiefly 
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chiefly  praisM  for  his  Liberality,  Moderation,  Love 
of  Peace,  and  a  particular^  AfFeftion  for  his  Subjeds : 
Tho'  he  was  illiterate,  he  gaVfc  frequent  Marks  of 
his  Efteem  for  Learned  Men:  The  Art  of  Print- 
ing WAS   INVENTED  IN  HIS  ReIGN. 

The  Chineji  Writers  alfo  praife  his  Piety  and  Mo- 
defty,  and  affirm  that  every  Night  he  burnt  Per- 
fumes to  the  Honour  of  the  Lord  of  Heaven,  and  im- 
plored his  Affiftance  in  thefe  Words,  **  I  was  boi;p 
a  Barbarian,  in  a  favage  Country,  yet  in  the 
midfl:  of  the  Troubles  that  difturb*d  this  Empire 
I  was  choien  to  govern  it :  I  make  but  one  Re- 
queft,  which  is,  that  the  heavenly  Majefty  would 
condefcend  to  watch  over  my  Condufi:,  and  fend 
me  wife  and  experienced  Men,  whoie  Counfel  may 
aid  me  to  govern  without  Error :  **  And  indeed 
he  had  always  in  his  Palace  a  great  Number  of  wife 
Men,  by  whole  Counfel  he  made  many  excellent  Re- 
gulations, and,  among  others,  that  which  excludes 
Eunuchs  from  all  publick  Employments. 

The  fame  Writers  attribute  to  the  Piety  of  this 
Prince  the  Birth  of  that  illuftrious  Man,  who  was  after- 
wards  the  Founder  of  the  nineteenth  Dynafty,   the 
profound  Peace  the  Nation  enjoy*d,  and  the  Plenty 
which  reign'd  in  all  the  Provinces  of  the  Empire : 
Among  the  many  wife  CounfeUors  of  this  Prince,  a 
Colao^  named  Fong  tao^  is  highly  praifcd  for  his  great 
Kno^rlcdge  and  Integrity :  He  ufcd  to  lay,    "  That 
a  State  is  to  be  govem'd  with  the  Care  and  Pene- 
tration that  is  required  of  a  Perfon  that  manages  a 
Horfe  :     I  have  often  (faid  he)  travelled  on  Horfe- 
back  in  very  rough  ^  and  mountainous  Countries, 
and  never  got  any  Hurt,    always  taking  care  to 
keep  a  ftifF  Rein  -,  but  in  the  fmootheft.  Plains, 
thinking  the  fa(ne  Care  needlefs,  and  letting  loofcthc 
Reins,  my  Horfe  has  Rumbled  and  put  me  in  dan- 
ger ;  the  Government  of  a  State  is  the  laipe  Cafe, 
for  when  it  is.  in  the  moft  flourilhing  Condition,  a 

•      "  Prince 
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**  Prince  ought  not  to  abate  any  thing  of  his  ufuaf 
•*  Vigilance/V 

A£ng  tfong  dy'd  in  the  fixty-feventh  Year  of  his 
Age,  and  me  thirtieth  of  the  Cycle,  and  left  the 
Crown  to  his  Son  Min  tfong. 

Min  tlbng,  the  iHnrd  Emperor ^  reigned  one  Tear. 

• 

Afi/i  tfong  was  fcarce  feated  on  the  Throne,  when 
Che  king  tang^  Son-in-law  of  the  late  Emperor,  came 
with  an  Army  of  50000  Men,  which  was  levied  by 
the  People  of  Leao  tong^  and  making  himfelf  Mafter 
of  the  Palace,  deprived  Mm  tfong  of  his  Life  and 
Crown  :  This  Prince  was  murdered  in  the  forty-fifth 
Year  of  his.  Age,  and  Ft  ti  his  adopted  Son  was  his 
Succeflbr,  who  was  beft)re  named  Lo  vang^ 

Fi  ti,  the  Fourth  Emperor j  reigned  ot^e  Tear. 

Ft  ti  not  being  able  to  refift  the  Murderer  of  his 
Father,  fled  to  a  Town  called  Guei  tcheoUy  where  fee- 
ing himfelf  in  danger,  he  (hut  up  himfelf  and  his 
Family  in  a  Palace,  with  every  thing  he  had  of  any 
Value,  which  he  fet  on  fire,  and  perifh'd  in  the 
Flames.  .  Che  king  tang  became  Emperor  by  the  Ex- 
tinction of  this  Dynafty^  and  took  the  Name  of  Kad 
ifoH. 


The  Sixteenth  Dynajiy^  named  Heou  tfin,  ^btcb 
contains  two  Emperors  in  the  Space  of  11  Tears* 

Hao  tfbu,  the  Firji  Emperor^  reigned  feven  Tears. 

np  H  E .  General  of  the  Forces  of  Leao  tong^   who 

had  fo  much  contributed  to  the  Advancement  of 

JCao  tfou^  fcrupled  to  acknowledge  him  for  Emperor^ 

V  o  L.  L  E  e  3knd 
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and  would  have  taken  the  Tide  himfelf  •,  {o  that  Kqa 
tfcu^  not  caring  to  undertake  a  new  War,  purchafcd  a 
Peace  at  the  Expence  of  the  Honour  of  his  Cour»try, 
for,  to  gratify  the  Tartarian  General,  he  yielded  to 
him  fixteen  Towns  of  the  Province  of  re  tche  //, 
which  were  the  neareft  to  Leao  tongj  and  engaged  to 
give  him  annually  300000  Pieces  of  Silk ;  this  im- 
prudent Donative  very  much  augmented  the  Force  and 
Power  of  a  warlike  and  turbulent  People^  and  was  the 
Cauft  of  numberlefs  Wars  which  afflidted  China  up- 
wards of  four  hundred  Years. 

Kao  tfou  dy*d  in  the  thirty-ninth  Year  of  the  Cycle, 
aged  fifty-one  Years,  and  his  Nephew,  TJi  vang^  was 
clefted  by  the  Grandees. 

Tfi  vang,  the  Second  Emperor^  reigned  four  Xiars. 

THE  barbarous  People  of  Leao  tong  fbon  break- 
ing the  Treaty,  made  a  fudden  Irruption  into  the 
Empire ;  the  Emperor  opposed  them  with  an  Army 
fufficient  to  have  given  them  a  Repulfe,  which  he  in- 
truded to  Lieou  tchi  yuen ;  but  this  General  concealing 
a  violent  Ambition,  under  an  Appearance  of  Zeal, 
made  fhort  Marches,  and  by  afFeAed  Delays  gave  the 
Barbarians  an  Opportunity  to  make  the  Emperor  Pri- 
foner,  who  feeing  himfelf  dethroned  was  contented 
to  accept  a  fmall  Sovereignty,  where  he  ended  bk 
Days. 

Lieou  tcU  yuen  took  pofieflion  of  the  Crown  by  the . 
Name  of  Kao  tfouy  and  was  the  Founder  of  the  fol- 
lowing Dynafty, 


fbe 
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7}fe  Seventeenth  Dynajiy  y  called  Heou  Han^' 
which  reckons  only  two  Emperors  in  the  Spaci 
of  four  Tears* 

Kao  tibu^  the  Firfi  Emperor ^  reined  two  Tiars* 

'T*  H  E  Troops  of  Leao  tong  finding  no  Rcfiftance^ 
*  ravaged  all  the  NorAern  Provinces,  and  were 
liiarching  to  the  Souths  but  being  ftop'd  by 
confidcrable  Bodies  of  Troops  which  poficfs'd  the 
Pafles,  occafion'd  the  Tartarian  General  to  lay,  he 
could  not  have  bcliev'd  the  Conqueft  of  China  would 
have  prov'd  fo  difficult  -,  wherefore  retiring  to  his 
Country,  he  contented  himfelf  with  getting  a  richBboty. 
During  thefe  TranfaAions,  Kob  tfiu  dy'd  in  the 
fifty-fourth  Year  of  his  Age»  aiid  the  next  Year^ 
which  was  the  forty-fixth  of  the  Cycle,  his  Son  Tn  ti 
fuccceded. 

Yn  ti,  the  Second  Emperor y  reigned  two  Tears* 

m      * 

THE  Youth  of  this  Prince  gpivc  occafion  to  the 
Eunuchs  to  raifc  Commotions,,  by  which  tl^y  en- 
deavoured to  regain  their  Authority,  while  the  Ar- 
my was  employed,  at  a  diftance  firom  the  Court,  in  op* 
pofing  the  Tartars  of  Leao  tong* 

This  Army  waj  commanded  by  Ko  gueiy  who 
fought  feveral  Battles  with  the  Barbarians,  in  which 
he  was  always  viftorious,  and  reftored  Peace  to  the 
Northern  Provinces  \  but  at  the  famfS  time  the  Court 
Was  in  Confiifion,  for  the  Intrigues  of  the  Eunuchfi 
taifed  a  Sedition,  in  which  the  Emperor  wa«  kill'd, 
being  twenty  Years  old.  The  Emprefe  placed  his 
Brodicr  on  the  Throne,  who  was  fcarcely  fcated  bcfoW 
K#  guri  arrived  with  Triumph  from  bis  glorious  Kx- 

£  e  2  {sedition^ 
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pedition,  when  the  Army  cover'd  him  with  the  Ban- 
ners of  the  Empire,  and  proclaimed  him  Emperor. 

The  Emprefs  abandoned  the  Intereft  of  the  Brother 
of  Tn  ti^  and  paid  the  General  the  Honours  due  to  a 
Sovereign,  and  he  in  Acknowledgment  always  rc- 
Qjefted  her  as  a  Mother :  He  took  the  Name  of  ^ai 
tfm. 


%^'k. 


The  Eighteenth  Dynajiy^  named  Heou  Chcou, 
wbicb  contains  Three  Emperors  in  the  Space  of 
nine  Tears. 

Tai  tibu,  the  Ftrji  Emperor^  reigned  three  Tears. 

T^  H  E  new  Emperor  fix*d  his  Court  in  the  Capi- 
^  tal  of  the  Province  of  /fo  nan ;  he  vifited  the  Se- 
pulchre of  Confuciusy  and  to  honour  his  Memory  gave 
him  the  Tide  of  King. 

Some  of  his  Courtiers  telling  him  that  this  Ho- 
nour ill  became  a  Man  who  had  been  always  a  Sub- 
jeft,  not  only  to  the  Emperors,  but  alfo  to  a  petty 
King,  Ton  are  miftaken^  reply'd  the  Emperor,  we 
cannot  give  too  much  Honour  to  a  Man  who  has  been  the 
Mafter  of  Kings  and  Emperors.  Some  believe  that 
about  this  time  the  Seft  of  Mahomet  firft  appeared  in 
this  Country,  but  other  Auriibrs  fay  it  was  eftabliihed 
here  in  the  thirteenth  Dynafty  of  Tang. 

Tai  tfou  dy*d  at  the  Age  of  fifty-three,  in  the  fiftieth 
Year  of  the  Cycle,  leaving  no  Heirs,  but  was  fuc- 
ceeded  by  CU  tfong  his  adopted  Son. 

Chi  tfong,  the  Second  Emperor^  reigned  fx  Tears. 

THE  Lx)ve  of  Sciences,  and  the  Proofs  which 
Chi  tfong  had  given  of  his  Eravery  and  •  Skill  in  the 
Art  of  War,  were  the  Steps  by  which  he  afcended 

the 
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the  Throne  ;  but  he  was  modeft  ia  the  height  of  his 
Grandeur,  and  always  kbpt  in  his  Palace  a  Plow  and 
9L  Tj^xym  to  remind  him  (h  the  Station  and  hard  La- 
bour of  his  Anccftors. ' 

In  a  Time  of  Scarcity  he  opened  all  the  publick 
Granaries,  and  ordered  the  Rice  to  be  fold  at  a  very 
lorw  Rate,  for  which  the  People  were  to  pay  when 
.they  were  able ;  but  the  Officers  of  the  Granaries  re- 
'prefenting  that  the  Poor  could  never  pay.  How!  fays 
the  Emperor,  deift  you  know  they  are  my  Children^  and 
that  I  am  thdr  Father  ?  Was  a  Father  ever  known  to 
let  his  Child  peri/h  for  Hunger^  for  fear  of  loftng  what 
be  lent  him  ?  At  the  lame  time  he  melted  all  the  Sta- 
tues of  Idols  to  coin  Mony,  which  was  become  very 
icarce.  Several  little  Sovereigns,  who  had  been  a  long 
time  independant,  were  fb  charm'd  with  the  Fame  ot 
this  Prince's  Virtues,  that  they  voluntarily  fubmitted  to 
bis  Authority  :  A  Memorial  was  prefented  to  him  on 
the  proper  Means  for  recovering  the  Countries  the 
Empire  }iad  loft  during  the  late  Troubles,  which  he 
ivas  coniidering  how  to  put  in  Execution  when  Death 
interrupted  his  Projcdls,  which  happened  in  the  fifty- 
fixth  Year  of  the  Cycle,  and  the  thirty-ninth  of  his 
Age  ;  his  Son,  Cong  ti^  who  was  feven  Years  old,  fuc* 
ce^ed  him. 

Cong  ti,  the  fbird  Emperor^  reigned  fome  Months. 

C  HI  TS  0  NG  had  put  his  Son  Cong  ti  under  the 
Protedlion  of  his  Colaoy  named  Tcbao  quang  yuy  who 
had  diftinguifli'd  himfelf  in  the  Army,  and  done  great 
Services  to  the  State  ;  the  tender  Age  of  this  Prince, 
and  the  great  Abilities  of  his  Proteftor,  made  the  great 
Officers  vof  the  State  and  Army  refolve  to  place  him 
on  the  Throne  inftead  of  the  young  Prince  •,  they  went 
therefore  to  his  Palace,  and  finding  him  in  Bed,  falu- . 
ted  him  Empdx)r,  and  cloath'd  him  in  a  yellow  Ha- 
bit^ which  is  the  Imperial  Colour,  Cong  tt  was  madp 
a  tributary  Pringe  in  the  Room  of  one  lately  dilplac'd, 
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and  thus  ended  this  Dynafty :  Tcbao  qu4mg  yu  took  tbft 
Name  of  2^i  tfou^  and  accepted  the  Crown  with  this 
Condition,  That  his  Mother  ihould  always  take  place 
of  him  upon  all  Occafions. 


^>^: 


L* 


^he  Nineteenth  Dynafty^  named  Song,  which  can* 
tains  eighteen  Emperors  in  the  Space  of  ^i^ 
Tears. 

Taitfou,  the  Ftrft  Emperor^  rdgned  feventeen  Tearu 

XT  I N  E  Emperors  of  this  Dynafty  kept  their 
^  Courts  for  i6o  Years  in  the  Northern  Pro vinca 
of  ChiHa^  the  others  rirfided  152  Years  in  th^  Southern 
Provinces, 

Under  this  Dynafty  the  Etnpire  begm  to  take  Breath, , 
after  the  many  Diforders,  W^rs,  and  other  Misfor? 
jtunes  it  had  fuffer'd ;  thefe  C(HitinuaI  Storms  were  fucr 
ceeded  by  a  long  Calm,  and  the  Bleffings  which  Peacs 
generally  procures  had  been  more  lafting,  if  all  the 
Princes  of  this  Family  had  prov'd  as  warlike  as  they 
were  learned. 

^ai  tfou  poflefs'd  all  the  Qualities  which  the  Chinefi 

wilh  for  in  an  Emperor,  being  a  Prince  of  great  Judgr 

•  inent,  diligent  in  Bufinefs,  fober,  prudent,  liberal,  afr 

ifeftionate  to  his  People,  modeft,  frugal,  good-natur*d^ 

and  naturally  inclin'^d  to  Clemency,  which  appeared  ia 

^is  moderate  Punifhment  of  Criminals,  and  his  niild 

and  affable  Behaviour  to  thofe  he  vanqui(h*d ;  hecom-' 

?n^  5^'  manded  the  four  Gates  of  his  Palace,  which  fronted  the  I 

A.D.  964.  jj^^j.  Quarters  of  the  World,  to  be  left  always  open, 

defiring,  as  he  faid,  that  his  Houie  fbould  be  like  bis 

Heart,  always  open  to  his  Subjcfts.    By  this  Chara^fter 

of  Goodnefs  and  Afiability  he  rcgain'd  the  Obedfcncc 

of  ten  little  Sovereigns,  and  ma,de  Peace  between  thdc 

Princes,  who  had  been  long  engag'd  in  continual  Wars. 

Intending 
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ntcnding  to  banifli  Luxury  from  the  Empire,  he  be- 
an by  reforming  himfeJf  and  the  Court,   and  wore 
ly  a  plain  aad  modeft  Habit,  forbidding  his  Daugh- 

to  wear  Jewels. 
To  honour  the  Memory  of  his  Ancellors,  he  gave 
^liie  Title  of  Emperor  to  his  Father,  his  Gmndfa- 
-ther,  his  Great- Grandfather,  and  his  Great-Grandfa- 
ther's Father,  and  made  his  Mother  Emprefs,  who 
'V^as  efteem*d  a  Pattern  of  Prudence  andModeity,  When 
the  Lords  came  to  congratulate  her  on  the  Promo- 
rion  of  her  Son,  fhe  did  not  fhow  the-  Icaft  Sign- of 
Joy  i  at  which  they  being  farpriz'd,  Ihc  faid,  **  I 
have  been  told  that  the  Art  of  Ruling  well  is  very 
difficult  ;  if  my  Son  governs  his  Subjefts  with 
■**  Wifdom,  I  (hall  receive  your  Compliments  with 
^'^  Pleafure  ;  if  not,  I  fhall  readily  forfaKe  thefe  Ho- 
**  nours  to  finilh  my  Days  in  niy  former  Station.** 
A  Year  before  her  Death  fhe  conjur'd  her  Son  not 
to  be  guided,  by  the  partial  Tendernefs  of  a  Father,  in 
naming  a  Succeflbr,  but  rather  to  make  Choice  of  his 
Brother :  She  added,  "  Remember,  my  Son,  that 
♦*  you  owe  the  Crown  much  lefs  to  your  own.  Me- 
**  rit,  than  to  the  Infancy  of  the  Prince  of  the  pre- 
**  ceding  Family." 

During  a  feverc  Winter,  the  Emperor  refiefting 
on  the  Hardfliip  his  Army  endur*d,  which  was  oppo- 
fing  the  Tartars  of  Leao  long  in  the  Northern  Pro- 
vinces, and  being  touched  with  Compaffion  at  what 
they  were  like  to  fuffer  from  the  Rigour  of  the  Wea- 
ther, he  puird  off  his  Garment  which  was  lin'd  with 
Kurrs,  and  fent  it  to  the  General,  telling  him,  That 
he  wijh*d  he  could  make  the  fame  Prefent  to  each  of,  his 
Soldiers  :  It  is  hard  to  conceive  how  greatly  this 
Aftion  of  the  Emperor  rais*d  the  .Courage  and  Ar- 
dor of  hi$  Troops. 

This  Prince  order'd  an  Examination  for  the  Officers 
of  his  Army,  like  that  for  the  Men  of  Letters,  that 
thole  who  afpire  to  Pofts  in  the  Army  are  obliged 
to  pafa  through,  and  do  not  rife  to  the  Chief  Em- 

Ee  4  ploy- 
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ployments  till  they  have  given  Proofs  of  their  Capar 
city,  by  their  Writings  on  the  Art  of  War,  jind  by 
their  Dexterity  in  Horfemanfhip,  and  Shooting  in  tte 
Long  Bow.  Among  the  famous  Men,  of  this  Reign, 
two  are  particularly  diftinguifhed,  one  in  the  Magi- 
ftracy,  the  other  in  the  Army,,  the  firft  was  called 
Tcbaopou^  liit  ik£onA  Kao  pin. 

Tcbao  pou^  who  was  of  the  ]pmperor*s  Council,  was 
continually  prefenting  fonie  Petition  or  Memorial  to 
adAionifh  him  of  his  Duty :  One  Day  the  Emperor 
being  tired  with  fo  many  Rempnftrances,  took  his 
!Petition  and  tore  it  before  him :  j'cbao  pou  very  calm- 
ly gathered  up  the  Pieces,  and  going  home  joyn'd 
them  together  in  the  bed  manner  he  could  :  The  ve- 
ry  next  Day  he  appeared  before  the  Emperor  with 
the  moft  refpeftful  Behaviour,  and  prefented  the  iamc 
Petition. 

The  Emperor,  fer  fjrom  being  angry  with  his  Mi- 
nifter,  admired  his  Conftancy  and  Refoludon,  and  tp 
reward  his  uncommqn  Virtue  made'him  C\^^iColae. 

He  gave  oh  anotl^er  Occafjon  a  great  Proof  of  his 
Love  for  his  ^People :  The  X^wn  of  fian  king  was  bcr 
jSeg'd  by  Kao  pin^  and  reduced  to  the  Hft  Extremities  5 
the  Emperor,  forefeeirig  the  Slaughter  which  would 
<:ertainly  happen  pn  the  taking  this  Place,  feigned 
himfelf  ficfe  5  the  gre^t  OHicers  were  alarm'd,  and  fur- 
rounding  his  Bed,  every  one  was  propofmg  fome  Re- 
jnedy  ;  '^  The  moft  effeftual  Remedy,  VeplyM  the  Em- 
*'  peroi?,  ^nd  frpro  which  I  exped:  a  Cure,  depend^ 
y  only  on  yoq:     Swear  that  you  will  not  fhed  the 
f'  Blood  of  the  Citizens,^  They  all  fwore  according- 
ly, and  the  if^mperpr  feemM  inimediately  to  recover. 
,  The  Generals  took  fuch  wife  Precautions,  that  the 
Lives  of  very  few  pf  the  Inhabitants  were  lacrificed 
po  the  Rage  of  the  Soldiers. 

And  even  this  drew  Tears  from  the  Emperor : 
f*  Alas !  faid  he,  what  a  melancholy  thing  is  War^ 
*f  which  cannot  be  carried  on  without  deftroying  in- 

•*  noccnt 
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^-^  noccn^Pcrfons  !  **  And  as  the  Town  had  fuflered 
Jt>y  Famine  during  the  Siege,  as  foon  as  it  was  takea 
tie  lent;  looooo  Meafures  of  Rice  to  be  divided  a- 
^nong  the  People. 

For  the  Encouragement  of  Learning  he  vifited  the 
•Birth-place  of  the  celebrated  Confucius^  and  compofcd 
an  Oration  in  his  Praife :  He  alfo  beftow'd  on  one  of 
liis  Defcendants  a  Title  of  Honour,  which  gave  him 
a.  confiderable  Rank  in  the  Empire.  Tai  tfm  died  the 
thirteenth  Year  of  the  Cycle,  having  nam'd  his  bro- 
ther "Tat  tfong  to  fucceed  him,  as  he  had  been  advifed 
by  his  Mother  on  her  Death-bed. 

Tai  tfong,  the  Second  Emperor^  reigned  2 1  Tears. 

VtAl  TiSONG  was  a  Prince  of  great  Moderation, 
jind  a  general  Patron  of  learned  Men ;  he  was  learned 
himfel^  and  itnploy'd  part  of  the  Day  in  Reading : 
He  had  a  Library  which  contained  80,000  Volumes, 

In  an  Expedition  which  he  undertook  to  fubdue  a 
little  Kingdoqi,  and  make  it  a  Province  of  the  Empire^ 
he  laid  Siege  to  the  principal  City,  and  there  happen- 
ing one  Night  a  great  Difturbance  in  the  Camp,  which 
was  commanded  by  Tehao  the  Emperor's  Brother,  the 
next.  Day  a  Report  was  fpread,  that  a  Projeft  of  the 
Soldiers,  to  fet  Tchao  their  General  on  the  Throne, 
^as  the  Occafion  of  the  Tumult,  the  Emperor  con- 
jccaling  his  Refentmcnt  employed  himfelf  wholly  to 
redijce  the  Town :  Some  time  after  it  was  tak^,  his 
Brother  in  Converfation  faid,  H^  wondered  that  tbofe 
!who  had  diflinguijhed  them/elves  in  the  Siege  werefo  long 
^unrewarded :  I  expeSled^  anfwer'd  the  Emperor,  that 
you  would  reward  their  Service^.  \ 

This  Anfwer  fo  vex'd  Tchao  that  he  killed  himfelf 
before  Night :  When  the  Emperor  heard  of  his  Bro- 
ther's Death,  he  fainted  and  fhed  a. Flood  of  Tears, 
often  embraced  hjs  Body,  and  caufed  his  Funeral  Ob- 
fecjuies  to  be  perform^  with  great  Solemnity. 

He 
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He  paffionatcly  wifli'd  to  recover  thofc  Towns  his 
Predeccifi>rs  had  yielded  to  the  Tartars  ofLeao  tong ;  but 
the  Commander  in  Chief  of  his  Army,  Tchang  fi  bien^ 
always  diffuaded  him  from  this  Undertaking :  //  is  pro^ 
fef  fifft^  faid  he,  to  fecure  the  Peace  cf  the  £mpir^^ 
and  when  that  is  well  eftablijhedj  xvejhall  mere  eafily 
reduce  thefe  'Barbarians. 

The  Empcfor  not  following  this  Counfel,  feveral 
Battles  were  fought,  in  which  fometimes  die  Chinefe 
ftndibmetimes  the  Tartars  gain'd  the  Advantage.  The 
General  Tchangft  hien  made  ufe  of  a  remarkable  Stra- 
tagem to  raife  the  Siege  of  a  Town ;  he  detachM 
300  Soldiers  carrying  each  a  lighted  Torfch,  with  Or- 
ders to  approach  the  Enemy's  Camp,  who  being  fur- 
prifed  at  liich  a  Number  ot  Lights,  thought  that  the 
whole  Army  was  pouring  upon  them  :  Struck  with 
.  a  general  Panick  they  immediately  fle3,  and  the  Ge- 
neral having  laid  Ambufcades  in  all  their  Paflages; 
very  few  of  the  Fugitives  efcap'd  Slaughter.  This 
Prince  died  at  the  Age  of  fifty -nine  Years,  and  was  fuc- 
ceeded  by  his  third  Son  Tchin  tfong, 

Tchin  tfong,  the  Third  Emperor^  reigned  25  Tears. 

TCHIN  TSONG  began  his  Reign  in  fuch  a 
Manner  as  gave  the  People  great  Expeftations :  Up- 
on the  Appearance  of  a  Comet,  which  was  looked 
upon  as  a  Prclage  of  fome  Calamity,  he  publifli*d  art 
Edidt,  that  they  fhould  let  him  know  his  Faults,  in 
order  to  amend  his  Condud:,  thereby  to  avert  the 
Evil  which  threatned  the  Empire,  and  at  the  fame 
Time  remitted  looooooo  of  the  Taxes,  and  let  3000 
Prifoners  at  Liberty.  He  thought  himfelf  indebted  to 
the  Sovereign  of  Heaven  for  his  Son  who  was  now 
born,  becaufe  he  had  for  fome  time  paft  addrcffcd 
continual  Prayers  to  him  for  an  Heir  to  fucceed  him. 

The  Tartars  of  Leao  tong  having  laid  Siege  to  a 
Town  in  the  Province  of  Pe  tche  li^  the  Emperor 
piarch'd  thither  with  his  Armyj  and  hi$   Arrival, 

which 
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vhich  was  fudden  and  unexpeded,  b  terrified  the 
^rbarian^,  that  they  in&antly  raifed  the  Stege.  The 
Kmperor  was  adviied  to  take  Advantage  of  their  Con-; 
i^raatioHy  and  regain  the  Country  which  had  beea 
yielded  to  the  TCartars^  and  is  blamed  for  ncgle&iiiA 
U>  purfue  his  Vidory,  and  for  making  a  Treaty,  a? 
tct  their  fhameful  Retreat,  a$  di&dvantageous  as  if  he 
had  been  beaten ;  for  he  gave  them  looooo  TaeU^ 
^nd  agreed  to  pay  annually  200000  Pieces  of  Silk. 

His  Credulity  is  alfo  bkm'd,  which  gave  '£ncou» 
lagenient  tp  Magic,  and  many  other  Superititions  2  la  * 
the  eleventh  Year  of  the  Cycle,  being  told  that  a 
Book  fell  from  Heaven  ne^r  one  of  the  Gates  of  the 
Imperial  City,  he  immediately  thought  of  going  in 
Perlbn  to  receive  the  Celeftial  Gift :  His  Colaos  cnr 
deavour'd  to  prevent  fuch  an  imprudent  Step,  by  re- 
pre&nting  in  flrong  Terms,  that  it  was  only  an  Imr 
poftore  of  fomc  idle  People  to  flatter  the  Emperor, 
auid  that  the  Book  ought  to  be  burnt ;  he  remain*4 
Ibmc  time  in  Sufpenfe,  but  at  laft  refolv'd  to  fol- 
low his  firft  Defign,  becaufe,  as  he  faid,  a  Spirit  had 
appeared  to  him  in  a  Dream  abdut  a  Year  before,  and 
promifed  him  this  wonderful  Book.  He  fet  out  di* 
rcftly  afoot  with  feveral  of  his  Courtiers,  and  re- 
ceived this  miraculous  Book  with  the  greatefl:  Refped^ 
and  built  a  Temple  on  the  Place  where  it  fell. 

Upon  Examination  it  appeared  to  be  full  of  En^ 
jEhantments,  and  contained  all  the  Principles  of  the 
abominable  Scdt  of  too  \  concerning  which  an  Interpre- 
ter, named  Hou  fin  gnan^  obferves,  that  from  this  fatal 
Time  the  Refpeft  and  Honour  due  to  the  Sovere^ 
jpf  Heaven  has  very  much  decreafed  among  great 
J^iimbers  of  the  Cbinefe. 

In  the  fixteenth  Year  of  his  Reign  he  caufed  all 
the  People  to  be  numbered,  who  by  their  Station  might 
be  employed  in  Agriculture,  and  there  were  found 
7.i^y6^65  Perfons  able  to  cultivate  the  Lands.  This 
Jijuii^r  does  nop  <;omprchend  the  Magiftrates,  the 

Learned, 
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Learned,  the  Eunuchs,  the  Soldiers,  the  Bonzes,  nor 
thofe  who  live  on  the  Rivers  in  floating  Towns,  of 
whom  there  is  an  incredible  Number. 
'  A  Colao^  nan^ed  Van  ian^  being  at  the  Point  X)f 
Death,  caird  his  Children,  and  fpake  to  them  as^fbl- 
lowsj  "  My  Conference  does  not  reproach  me  few 
'^  having  done  any  thing  agaiiift  the  Intereft  of  the 
**  Emperor  or  the  Publick  Good,  but  there  is  one 
thing  I  cannot  forgive  my  felf,  and  that  is  not  ha- 
ving advifed  the  Emperor  to  burn  that  pernicious 
*'  Book  which  he  received  with  fo  much  Refpcdt.  I 
♦*  dcfire  to  be  punifhed  for  it  after  my  Death  ;  wherc- 
**  fore,  my  Children,  I  command  you,  as  foon  as  I 
**  am  dead  to  fliave  my  Head  and  my  Face,  and 
•*  bury  me  like  a  wretched  Bonze,  without  Qip  or 
**  Girdle."  The  Emperor  having  reprinted  the  an- 
cient Books,  to  difperfe  them  thro*  the  Empffc,  died 
the  fifty-ninth  of  the  Cycle,  aged  fifty-nine  Years, 
Gift  tfong  his  fucth  Son  by  his  fecond  Queen  was  his 
Succeflbr. 

Gin  tfong,  the  Fourth  Emperor ^  reigned  41  Tears. 

GIN  TSONG  was  but  thirteen  Years  old  when 
he  was  proclaimed  Emperor :  The  Emprefs  governed 
during  his  Minority,  and  continued  in  Power  till  her 
Death,  which  happened  eleven  Years  after  the  Accef- 
fion  of  this  Prince,  who  always  paid  the  fame  Defe- 
rence to  her,  as  if  fhe  had  been  his  own  Mother. 
,As  foon  as  he  took  the  Government  upon  himielf, 
his  whole.  Employment  was  to  preferve  the  Peace  of 
his  Dominions,  and  to  make  his  Subje6ts  tafte  the 
Sweets  of  it :  His  pacifick  Dilpofition  raifed  the  Cou- 
rage and  Ambition  of  the  Tartars  of  Leao  tongy  and 
they  had  renewed  the  War  if  the  Emperor  hid  not 
bought  a  Peace  on  moft  ihameful  Conditions. 

The  beft  thing  he  did  was  clearing  his  Palace  of 
'all  the  Idols  and  their  Worfliippers :  When  the  Em- 
pire fuffer'd  by  a  great  Drought  in  the  twenty-fixth 

Year 
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Year  of  his  Reign,  a  j)lcntiful  Rai^foUowing  was  the        \ 
Caufe  of  a  publick  Rejoycing,  and  all  the  great  Offi- 
cers complimented  the  Emperor  on   this  Occafion. 
^    All  the  Time,  faid  this  Prince,  that  my  People 
fuffcr'd,  I  never  fail'd  daily  to  burn  Incenfe,  and 
lift  up  my  Hands  to  Heaven.  Hearing  the  Noife 
of  Thunder  in  the  Night,   I  rofe  haftily  out  of 
Bed  and  went  into  my  Garden,  and  as  foon  as  the 
'  Rain  fell  I  proffrated  my  felf  on  the  Earth  to  re- 
turn Thanks  to  the  fupreme  Lord :   The  Favour 
I  ask  of  you  is  to  fpeak  boldly  what  you  think, 
amifs  in  my  Behaviour  ;  perhaps  I  have  only  the 
empty  Tide  of  Emperor,  and  am  blind  to  my 
own   Defefts,  being  dazzled  by  the  Splendor  of 
my  Greamefs;     I  fee  of  what  Importance  .it  is  to 
addrefs  my  Prayers  to  Heaven  Morning  ana  Even- 
ing with  a  dean  Heart/* 
The  ^teat  Defire  he  had  of  a  Son  made  him  di-  *  v 
vorce  the  Emprefs ;  fome  approved  this  Condudl,  but  . 
this  was  generally  looked  upon  as  a  Blemifh  in  his  Cha- ; 
radter  ;  but  he  was  univerfally  applauded  for  the  Sue-  ] 
cour  he  fent  his  Subjeds,  by  the  Counfel  and  Care* 
of  a  Colao  nam'd  Pou  piij  which  fav'd  the  Lives  of; 
500000  People,  who  were  ready  to  periflx  with  Hun- 
ger.  About  the  fame  time  he  had  another  Vexation  ; 
Hien  ifong^  feventh  King  of  the  Leao^  tong  Tartars^ ' 
font  an  EmbafTy  to  demand  the  Reftitudon   of  ten . 
T'oyirns  in  the  Province  of  P^  tcbe  /i,  which  had  been  ' 
retaken  by   the  Founder  of  the  eighteenth  Dynafty.:  ^ 
The  Emperor,  who  was  fond  of  Peace,  diipatcWd 
Fou  pie  to  the  7'artar  Prince,  and  inftead  of  the  Towns 
he   demanded,   engaged  to  pay  him  yearly  200000' 
9^^/j,  and  300000  Pieces  of  Silk ;  and  to  complete  ^ 
his  Dilgrace  made  ufe  of  the  Charafter  ,iV^  in  the 
Treaty,  which  fignifies  a  Tributary.  After  he  had  di- 
vorced the  Emprefs  he  married  the  Grand-flaughter  . 
of  the  famous  Kao  pin^  but  had  no  Heirs  by  this  Prln- 
ccfi.     Finding  himfelf  near  his  End,  he  was  obliged  * 

to 
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to  name  Tng  tfong  for  hi*  Socccflbr,  who  was  the 
thirteenth  Son  of  his  Brother ;  he  died  at  the  Age  rf 
fifty-four,  in  the  fortieth  Year  of  the  Cycle, 

Yng  tfong,  tht  Ftf^  Emperor^  reined  four  Tears. 

TH  E  firft  Year  of  the  Reign  of  Tng  tfing  there 
was  fome  Difference  between  him  and  the  Emprcfi, 
who  had  a  IShare  in  the  Government,  the  Vexation 
of  which  had  given  him  a  Fit  of  Sicknefe :  Upon  his 
Recovery  he  made  the  Emprcfe  a  Vifit,  which  was 
contrived  by  his  Colaoy  Hoan  ku 

This  wife  Minifter,  having  fcow^  them  the  Mif- 
fertunes  their  Quarrels  would  produce,  exhorted  the 
Emperor  in  partkular  to  pay  the  Emprcfs  the  Rc- 
fpeft  and  Duty  of  a  Son,  tho*  Ihe  was  not  his  Mo- 
wer, and  tho'  Ihe  fhould  prove  of  a  diiagrccable  Tem- 
per. He  reprcfentcd  to  him  that  Virtue  was  cafiily 
praftifed  among  our  Friends,  whofe  Complaiwncc  en- 
gages our  Affeftion,  but  that  we  do  notdeferve  to  be 
calrd  Virtuous  till  We  have  been  triedj  and  fupport  the 
Charafter  in  the  midft  of  Oppofition  ;  that  he  fHould* 
have  always  in  remembrance  the  Example  of  the 
great  Emperor,  whofe  Refpeft  and  Obedience  were 
never  diminiflied  by  the  harih  Ulage  of  a  barbarous 
Father,  and  a  crud  Step-mother.  The  Care  of  this 
Minifter  perfedly  reconciled  the  Emperor  and  Em- 
prefs,  and  the  Reconciliation  was  fo  finccre,  that 
Ihortly  after  the  Emprefs  intirely  refign'd  her  Part  of 
the  Government. 

The  Colaoy  nam*d  Sou  md  quango  flouriffc^d  at  thif 
Time,  who  is  one  of  their  beft  Hiftorians :  He  is 
the  Author  of  a  Hiflrory  compiled  from  above  2000 
Volumes  \  his  Annals  begin  with  Heang  ti^  the.  diinl 
Emperor  o(  China. 

Tng  ffong  died  the  forty-fourth  Year  of  the  Cydc, 
aged  thirty-fix ;  He  was  fucceeded  by  his  Son  CIm 
tj(^ng* 
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Chin  tfong,  the  Sixth  Emperor ^  r^gmd  1 8  Tfars. 

THIS  Prince  had  more  Couragp  than  Conduft : 
paflionately  defired  to  deliver  the  Northern  Pro- 
vinces from  the  Yoke  of  Barbarians  >  but  he  was  dif- 
fiiaded  from  it  by  the  Counfel  his  Mother  give  him 
at  her  Death,  to  preferve  Peace  upon  any  Terms. 

Learned  Men  had  a  great  Share  of  his  Favpur ;  he 
gave  the  Title  of  Duke  to  Mencius^  who  is  reckoned 
the  greateft  Philofopher  after  Confucius  his  Mafter„ 
who  had  been  declared  a  King  by  a  former  Emperor. 

In  this  Reign  flourilhed  feveral  Autiioris  of  a  new 
Philofophy,   who  undertook  to  explain  the  ancient 
Books ;  they  were  called  Tcheou^  ftchingy  Tcbangy  Cbao^ 
Arc.     The  Emperor  diftinguilhed  them  by  Tides  df 
Honour  while  they  lived,  .and  after  their  Death  Fang 
tigan  cbcy  one  of  thefe  new  Philofophers^  who  began 
to  enterpun  Atheiftical  Principles,  obferving  that  tho 
Emperor  appeared  fad  in  a  dry  Seafqn,  and  cndea- 
vour*d  to  appeafe  the  Anger  of  Heaven  by  Fading 
and  Prayer  •,  "  To  what  purpofe  do  you  afflift  your 
*^  felf,  fays  he,  and  what   have  you  to  fear  iroHi 
^  Heaven?  Know,  Q  Prince,  that  all  Events  are 
**  the  Effeft  of  Chance,  and  that  your  Labour  is  in 
**  vain.**    Fou  fie^  a  Colao  of  Diftindtion,  could  not 
bear  this  Difcourfe,  "  How  dare  you  teach  fuch  Doc- 
**  trine  ?  fays  he  in  an  angry  Tone  5  if  an  Emperor 
**  Ihould  lofe  all  Rcfpeft  and  Fear  of  Heaven,  what 
**  Crimes  would  he  not  be  capable  of  committing  ? 
.   The  fame  Vang  ngan  tcbe  ftrove  to  introduce  ma- 
ny other  Novelties  j  but  the  celebrated  Sou  ma  quango 
who  was  in  great  efteem,  vigoroufly  oppos*d  all  the 
Projefts  of  this  ralh  and  uipcrficial  Genius.     Chin 
tfong  died  in  the  fecond  Year  of  the  Cycle,  at  thirty-  Cyde  58. 
eight  Years  of  Age,  his  Son  named  3*€be  tfong  being  ^"-  P°°*- 
his  SucceiTor,  '^^^ 


Tche 
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Tchc  tfbng,  the  Seventh  Emperor y  reigned  1 5  Tears. 

TCHE  I'SONGy  who  was  but.  ten  Years  old 
at  his  Acccflion  to  the  Throne,  was  under  the  Care 
of  the  Emprefs  his  Grandmother ;  (he  governed  the 
Empire  with  great  Prudence  during  the  eight  Years 
that  fhe  liv*d :  A  little  before  her  Death  fhe  ordered 
the  Colaos  to  expel  from  Court  the  great  Number  of 
ufdcfs  Miniftcrs,  who  were  only  fit  to  corrupt  the 
young  Prince  j  but  the  Order  was  too  late,  flie  ought 
to  have  done  it  when  it  was  in  her  Power:  Liu  kong 
tcbuy  being  rais'd  to  the  Dignity  of  Colao^  prefented  a 
.  Memorial  to  the  Emperor,  which  contained  the  ten 
following  Counfels.  i.  Fear  Heaven.  2.  Love  your 
Subjefts.  gi  Endeavour  to  beperfeft.  4.  Apply  your 
felf  to  the  Sciences.  5.  Give  Imployments  to  Per- 
fons  of  Merit.  6.  Be  ready  to  hear  Advice.^  7.  Let 
fen  the  Taxes.  8.  Mitigate  the  Severity  of  Funifli- 
ments.  9.  Shun  Prodigality.  10.  Detcfl:  vicious  Plea- 
fares. 

The  £mperor  divorced  his  Wife,  uport  which  one 
of  his  Minifters  prefenting  a  Memorial  containing 
Remonftrances  on  this  Occafion,  the  Prince  told 
him.  He  had  followed  the  Example  offome  of  his  An-- 
cejiors :  Tou  bad  better  (replied  the  Minifter)  imitate 
their  Virtues  than  their  Faults.  The  Emperor  was  fo 
ftung  with  this  Reply,  that  he  threw  down  the  Me- 
morial, and  trampled  upon  it,  and  deprived  the  Co-* 
lao  of  his  Dignity  for  giving  him  this  Advice,  , 

7che  tfong  was  but  twenty-five  Years  of  Age  when 
he  died,  in  the  feventeenth  Year  of  the  Cycle.  Hoei 
tfong  was  his  Succeflbr  -,  he  was  the  eleventh  Son  of 
Chin  tfongy  the  fixth  Emperor  of  this  Dynafty* 

Hoei  tfong,  the  Eighth  Emperor y  reigned  2  5  Tears i 

HOEI  TSONG  divided  his  Authority  with  the 
Emprefs  his  Grandmother,  and  fpent  more  Time  in 
the  Pleafures  of  his  Court,  than  in  the  Bufmefs  of  the 

State, 
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State,  yet  he  loved  Literature,  in  which  he  had  made 
a  confidcrable  Progrefs. 

,Tho*  he  could  not  be  ignorant  of  the  Troubles  oc- 
cafioned  in  former  T;mes  by  the  Power  ©f  the  Eu- 
nuchs, yet  he  honoured  them  with  his  Favour  and 
Protedion,  and  went  fo  far  as  to  grant  Sovereignties 
to  fome  of  them,  which  were  never  beftow*d  but  on 
Princes  of  the  Imperial  Family,  or  to  great  Men  who 
had  done  fignal  Services  to  the  Empire :  This  was  an 
Error  which  admits  of  no  Excufe. 

His  Reputation  fufFer'd  more  by  his  Adherence  to 
the  Scft  of  Tao  j  for  he  carefully  colle6led  all  the  Books 
which  contained  their  Doftrine,  and  was  fo  infatua- 
ted as  to  give  the  Title  of  Cbang  //,  that  is.  Supreme 
Lord^  to  a  famous  Diiciple  among  them,  named 
^chang  y ;  nay,  he  went  ferther,  for  he  declared  him- 
felf  Head  of  this  impious  Seft. 

The  Authors  of  this  Time  cannot  forbear  railing 
againfl  thefe  Proceedings,  and  readily  afcribe  all  the 
lucceeding  Misfortunes,  and  the  Deflruftion  of  the 
Empire  to  this  enormous  Blafphemy,  which  was  fo 
difhonourablc  to  the  true  Lord  of  Heaven. 

The  Emperor,  contrary  to  the  Advice  of  the  King 
of  Corea^  and  the  Majority  of  his  Minifters,  joined 
Forces  with  the  Eaflern  Tartars^  called  Niu  tcbe^  in- 
tending, with  this  additional  Strength,  to  deiboy  the 
Kingdom  of  Leao  tong :  The  Tartars  joyfully  entered 
into  this  Confederacy,  and  fcveral  Battles  were  fought,  in 
which  the  Army  of  Leao  tong  was  always  defeated,  and 
reduced  at  lafi:  to  that  Extremity,  that  the  Remnant 
of  the  People  were  obliged  to  fly  for  Safety  to  the 
Weftern  Mountains.  Thus  ended  the  Government  of 
Leao  tong^  which  in  two  hundred  and  nine  Years  was 
ruled  by  nine  Princes :  The  Tartar  General  grew  fo 
proud  of  this  Conqueft,  that  he  determined  to  .found 
an  Empire  by  the  Name  of  Kin. 

Soon  after,  feeking  to  aggrandize  himfelf,  he  open* 

ly  broke  the  Treaties  he  had  made  with  the  Emperor 

Vdj-,  I.  F  f  of 


434  ^^  General  History  of 

of  China^  and  invading  the  Provinces  of  Pe  tche  It 
and  Chen  fi^  made  himfelf  Mafter  of  them  more  by 
the  Treachery  of  fome  Chinefe  Malecontents^  than  by 
the  Strength  of  his  Arms.     The  Emperor,  fearing  he 
ihould  lofe  the  greateft  part  of  his  Dominions,  made 
the  Tartars  feveral  advantageous  Propofals  :  The  Tar- 
tar Prince  invited  the  Emperor  to  come  in  Perfon, 
and  fettle   the  Limits  of  the  two  Empires ;  he  ac- 
cepted the  Invitation,  and  they  agreed  on   new  Ar- 
ticles to  ratify  the  Peace  \   but  on  the  Emperor's  Re- 
turn to  his  Capital  City,   his  Minifters  made  him 
change  hisDefign,  telling  him,  that  the  T^aty  ought 
not  to  take  place,  and  that  the  fharpeft  War  was  pre- 
ferable to  fuch  a  fliameful  Peace.  The  Tartar j  who  was 
informed  of  this  Refolution,  had  immediately  recourfe 
to  ArmS)  and  taking  feveral  Towns  enter'd  the  Pro- 
vince of  Chan  ft  in  Triumph,  and  defired  the  Emperor 
to  come  a  fecond  time  and  fettle  their  Limits.      This 
unhappy  Prince,  who  dreaded  War,  was  fo  weak  as 
to  go  to  his  Enemy,  who  prefently  after  his  Arrival 
kept  him  Prifoner,  and  ftript  him  of  all  the  Enfigns 
of  his  Dignity.     A  faithful  Minifter  nzxn&di  Li  fo  chin, 
who  accompanied  the  Emperor,  enraged  at  fuch  bafe 
Treachery,  cry'd  out  with  a  deep  Sigh  j    "  Heaven 
"  cannot  have  two  Suns,  nor  I  obey  two  Mailers/' 
The  Tartars  endeavoured  to  appeafe  him,   but  they 
only  encreafed  his  Fury,  and  in  the  Height  of  his 
Paflion  he  killed  himfelf,  after  he  had  cut  off  his  Lips 
and  his  Tongue. 

Hoei  tfong  died  in  the  Defart  of  Cha  mo^  where  he 
was  confined,  the  forty-fecond  Year  of  the  Cycle,  aged 
fifty-four  Years ;  before  his  Death  he  named  Kin  tfong 
his  eldeft  Son  to  fucceed  him. 

Kin  tfbng,  the  Ninth  Empror^  reigned  one  Year. 

Kin  tfong  began  his  Reign  by  executing  the  Orders 
of  his  Father,  who  had  enjoin'd  him  to  put  to  death 
fix  of  his  Minifters,  that  had  betrayed  him  to  the 

Tartars  j 


China,  Chinese-Tartar y,  &^c.        435 

Tartars  \  neyerthelefs  they  purfued  their  Conquefts, 
invading  the  Province  of  Ho  nan^  and  palling  the 
ifellow  River  without  Oppofition  ;  they  were  even 
[urprized  at  the  Indolence  of  the  Chincfe^  who  with  a 
(landfol  of  Men  could  have  prevented  their  paffing 
:his  River  ;  then  they  marched  dircftly  to  the  Imperial 
City,  which  they  took  and  plundcr'd,  carrying  away 
Captives  the  Emperor  and  his  Queens :  Tlie  princi* 
pal  Lords,  and  feveral  of  the  Minifters,  prefcrr'd  Death 
before  fuch  an  ignominious  Bondage:  The  Tartars 
3  id  not  carry  off  the  Emprefs  Meng^  becaufe  llietold 
iem  fhe  was  divorced,  and  had  no  Concern  in  the 
Management  of  Affairs.  This  Princefs  preferv'd  the 
Empire  by  her  prudent  Conduft,  in  gaining  over  the 
principal  Perfons,  and  placing  Kao  tfong  on  the 
rhrone ;  he  was  Brother  of  the  laft  Emperor,  and 
linth  Son  of  Hoei  tfong^  by  the  Emprefs  he  divorced. 

Kao  tfong,  the  Tenth  Emperor ^  reigned  36  Tears. 

..  KAO  TSONG  firft  refided  at  Nan  king,  but 
liortly  after  was  obliged  to  remove  the  Court  to 
Hang  tcheoUj  Capital  of  the  Province  of  Tche  Bang : 
rho-  he  was  of  a  peaceable  Dilpofition,  and  a  Lover 
>f  Learning,  yet  he  gain'd  feveral  Victories  over  the 
Tartars,  and  alfo  over  fome  rebellious  Leaders,  who 
00k  advantage  of  the  prefent  Troubles  to  enrich 
hemlelves  by  plundering  the  Provinces. 

Cong  ye,  who  commanded  his  Army^  had  feveral 
imes  repuls'd  the  Tartars,  but  with  liitle  Profit,  fince 
he  Emperor  could  never  regain  any  of  the  conquered 
Countries :  This  Prince  is  blamed  for  two  things  •,  Firff:, 
or  flighting  Minifters  of  the  greateft  Skill  and  Inte- 
grity, and  placing  his  whole  Confidence  in  two  or 
hree  Sharpers :  Secondly,  for  being  fo  much  devo- 
ed  to  the  Sedt  of  the  Bonzes,  that  he  abandoned  the 
jovernment  to  his  adopted  Son,  thiit  he  might  have 
he  more  Time  for  their  fuperftitious  Contempja- 
ions. 

F  f  2  Hi 
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Hi  t/ong,  the  Tartar  King,  to  gain  the  Love  of  his 
SubjcAs  gave  publick  Proofe  of  his  Efteem  for  Learn- 
ing and  learned  Men  ;  he  alfo  vifited  the  Hall  of  Con- 
fhciusj  and  paid  him  regal  Honours  :  The  Courtiers 
were  difpleafed  that  a  Man  of  fuch  mean  Extradtion 
fhould  receive  fuch  Honours,  and  difcover'd  their  Sur- 
prife  to  the  King :  He  reply'd,  "  If  he  does  not  dc- 
•*  fervc  thefe  Honours  by  his  Birth,  he  deferves  them 
*'  for  his  excellent  Doftrine :  He  fell  afterwards  on 
the  Town  of  Nan  kin^^  from  whence  the  Emperor 
was  retired,  and  took  it. 

The  Fidelity  of  a  Cbinefe  General,  who  was  made 
Prifoner,  is  highly  commended ;  he  was  greatly  im- 
portuned to  fide  with  the  T'arlars^  but  he  refiifed  the 
moft  advantageous  Offers,  and  wrote  with  his  Blood 
on  his  Robe,  "  That  he  had  rather  die,  and  meet  the 
*'  Spirit  of  the  Imperial  Family  of  Sing^  than  live  to 
•5  ferve  the  Barbarians.**  This  refolute  Behaviour  coft 
him  his  Life,  for  he  was  inftantly  killed. 

In  the  mean  time  Tofi^  another  Cbinefe  General,  was 
advancing  by  long  Marches  to  relieve  the  Town  of 
Nan  king ;  the  Tartars  had  notice  of  it,  and  Jetting 
Fire  to  the  Palace  retired  towards  the  North.  Tofi 
arriv'd  time  enough  to  attack  their  Rear- Guard,  whidi 
fuffer*d  very  much :  They  never  afterward  ventured  to 
crofs  the  River  Kiang. 
Cycle  52.  A  few  Years  after  the  Emperor  made  Peace  widi 
An,  Dom.  the  Tartar  King  on  very  diihonourable  Conditions ; 
' '  44*  for  in  (igning  this  Treaty  he  made  ufe  of  the  Word 
Tcbin^  which  fignifies  Subjedt,  and  of  Cong^  which  is 
Tributary:  The  Tartar^  in  confideration  of  thefc 
fubmiflive  Terms,  engaged  to  fend  .the  Emperor  the 
Bodies  of  eight  of  his  Relations,  who  had  died  within 
eight  Years :  When  thefe  Bodies  were  brought  to  the  Im- 
perial City,  they  were  received  with  great  Demon- 
ftrations  of  Joy,  the  Prifon-Doors  were  fet  open,  and 
a  general  Pardon  granted  to  die  whole  Empire. 

The 
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The  Cbineje  Authors  highly  praifc  this  Aftion,  as  a 
3-are  Example  of  filial  Piety :     In  the  thirtieth  Year 
of  this  Reign  the  Tartar  King  broke  the  Peace,  and 
-with  a  formidable  Army  invaded  the  Provinces  of  the 
£outh,  and  took  the  Town  of  Tang  tcheou^  and  ap- 
proaching the  River  Tang  tfe  kiang^  which  is  near  the 
City,  he  commanded  his  Troops  to  pafs  over  near  the 
•Mouth  of  the  River,  where  it  is  wideft  and  moft  rapid ; 
upon  which  the  whole  Army  mutinied,  and  the  King  was 
killed  in  the  beginning  of  the  Tumult  •,    the  Army 
inftantly  retired  towards  the  North,    where  feveral 
Troubles  began  to  appear.     In  the  19th  Year  of  the 
Cycle,  Kao  tfong  refignM  the  Crown  to  his  adopted 
Son  Hiao  tfong ;  he  lived  twenty-four  Years  after,  and 
died  without  Children,  at  the  Age  of  eighty-four  Years. 

Hiao  tfong,  the  Eleventh  Emperor ^  reigned  27  Tears^ 

HIAO  TSONG  was  defcehded  from  the  Foun- 
der of  this  Dynafty,  and  enjoyed  a  quiet  and  peaceful 
Reign,  becaufe  the  Tartar  King,  named  Cbe  tfong^ 
was  of  a  gende  and  pacifick  Difpofition. 

Tchu  M^  one  of  the  moft  celebrated  Interpreters  of 
the  Ancient  Books,  flourifh'd  at  this  time  j  he  enjoy'd, 
with  Honour,  the  firft  Pofts  in  the  State  under  four 
Emperors. 

Hiao  tfong  died  fixty-eight  Years  old,  in  [the  forty* 
fixth  Year  of  the  Cycle  ;  his  diird  Son  named  ^ang 
tfong  was  his  Succeflbr. 

Qqang  tfong,  the  Twelfth  Emperor ^  r^gned  five  Tears. 

^ANG  TS  O  NG  was  feized  by  an  Apoplexy, 
in  the  fifty-firft  Year  of  the  Cycle,  and  died  a  few 
Days  after,  aged  fifty-four  Years ;  he  was  fucceedcd 
by  his  diird  Son  Ning  tfong. 

Ning  tfong,  the  Thirteenth  Emperor,  reigned  ^o  Tears. 

NING  TSONG^  was  witfi  Difficulty  perfuaded 
to  accept  of  the  Crown,  and  was  in  fome  meafure 
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obliged  to  afccnd  the  Throne  againft  his  Inclination 
He  was  of  a  temperate  and  gentle  Difpofition,  bi 
withal  of  fuch  a  narrow  Genius,  that  his  Courtia 
'    ruled  him  as  they  plcafed,  or  rather  continually  i 
pofed  on  his  Credulity.  He  publifhed  an  Edidt,  whi 
forbid  all  private  Perfons  to  write  or  print  any  An 
of  the  Empire,  without  the  Licence  of  the  Govcrih 
ment.  « 

About  this  time  died  the  famous  T^chu  hi,  v/ho  wai 
honoured  after  his  Death  widi  the  Title  of  Ven  kongy 
which   fignifies  Prince  of  Learning,  and  his  Tablettc 
was  fct  up  in  the  Hall  of  Confucius,  in  the  Rank  of  his 
Difciplcs.     It  is  a  Cuftom  eftablifhcd  in  China,  that 
when  any  Perfon-.has  remarkably  diftinguiih'd  him- 
felf  by  his  Virtue,"  ^Knowledge  in  the  Art  cf  Go-. 
vernment,  the  Empcrcf^^rafik  him  among  the  Diici- 
pics  of  Confucius,  that  he  may  partake  of  the  Ho- 
nours which  the  Mandarins  and  learned  Men  pay  to 
his  Memory  on  certain  Days  in  the  Year.     The  Pa- 
lace was  fet  on  fire,  and  continued  burning  four  Days, 
and  fome  Years  after  a  Fire  happened  in  the  Imperial 
Town    of  Hang  tchcoUj    which  confumed  530000 
Kou.fcs. 
Cyde  Co,      The  twelfth  Year  of  this  Reign,  the  *  Chief  of 
An.  Dom.  the  Weftern  Tartars  laid  the  Foundation  of  his  Em- 
1204.       pire,  and  gave  his  Family  the  Name  of  Tuen.    Thefe 
'Tarto.rs  poflefs  the  Country  which  extends   from  the 
'  Province   of   th^n  ft  to  Thibet,  and  to  Samarcand. 
Sirxe  they  had   been  entirely  defeated  by    the  fifth 
Emperor  of  the  fifth  Dynafty  Han,  about  a  hundred 
Years  before  the  Chriftian  iEra,  they  paid  a  great  Re- 
gard to  the  Chinefe  Power^  either  becaufe  the  Weftern 
People  of  Afea  found  them  Employment,  or  becaufe 
their  Forces  were  divided  among  many  petty  Sove- 
reigns, who  not  being  always  in  Friendfhip  with  each 
other,    were   not  able   to  undertake  any  Enterprifc 
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r%ain&  China.  A  fabulous  Story  is  reported  oCthcfe. 
tartars^  that  having,  deftroy'd  the  Kingdom  of  il^^- 
fnaj  and  carried  their  Conquefts  to  the  Indies  and 
■iamarcand^  they  advanced  to  Tie  muen^  that  is,  the 
^on  Gate^  which  was  the  Name  of  a  Cittadel ;  that 
n  this  Place  their  General  was  ftopt  by  a  Monfter 
3iaped  like  a  Hart,  his  Skin  was  green,  and  he  had 
I  Horn  in  his  Fore-head,  and  a  Tail  like  a  Horie. 
This  Monfter  fpoke  to  the  "Tartar  Prince,  and  ask*d 
him  if  he  was  not  fatisfied  with  fo  much  Blood  and 
Slaughter,  and  if  his  Fury  would  have  no  Bounds? 
This  {0  frighted  the  Tartar^  that  he  returned  to  his 
own  Country,  and  fometime  afterwards  invaded 
China. 

In  the  mean  time  the  Eaftern  l!artars  broke  the 

Peace,    and  made    an  Irruption    into  the  Empire* 

Upon  this  the  Emperor  entered  into  a  League  with 

the  Prince  of  Weft   Tartary  to  deftroy  the  Eaftern 

'Tartars^  hoping  to  rid  himfelf  of  an  Enemy,  who  de- 

■rided  the  Faith  of  Treaties,  and  continually  harrafs'd 

the  Country.  .  The  Eaftern  Tartars^  in  a  great  Con- 

.'fternation,  immediately  fued  for  Peace,  and  made  very 

advantageous  Propofals ;  but  the  Emperor,  incenfed 

i  by  their  Breach  of  the  moft  folemn  Treaties,  and  de- 

:  pending  more  on  the  Faith  of  the  Weftern  Tartars^ 

;  fcornfully  rejefted  thefe  Conditions.     Ning  tjong  died 

:  without  Iflue  the  twenty-firft  Year  of  the  Cycle,  aged 

I  fifty-feven  Years.     He  was  fucceeded  by  Li  tfong^ 

:  who  was  defcended  from  the  Founder  of  this  Dy- 

:  nafty. 

Li  tfong,  the  Fourteenth  Emperor^  reigned  40  Tears. 

THE  prefent  Conjuncture  required  a  warlike 
Prince,  but  Li  tfong  was  entirely  devoted  to  the  Sci- 
ences, and  very  much  attached  to  the  mad  Opinion 
of  the  Sed:  of  Tao :  In  the  fecond  Year  of  his  Reign 
he  gave  the  Title  of  Duke  in  perpetuity  to  the  eldeft 
Son  of  the  Family  of  Confucius ;  this  is  the  only  Fa- 
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mily  in  the  Empire  which  is  exempted  from  paying 
Tribute, 

In  the  meian  time  the  War  was  canyd  on  againft 
the  T'artars  with  great  Vigour,  for  they  were  attack'd 
on  one  fide  by  the  Chine/e^  and  on  the  other  by  the 
Weftern  Tartars^  commanded  by  a  skilful  General 
named  Pe  yetiy  and  were  defeated  in  fcveral  Engage- 
menfs.  The  T7own  of  Ho  nan  was  taken,  where  the 
King  of  Eaft  fartary  kept  his  Court,  and  the  Capital 
of  the  Province  of  Chan  tong  was  befi^ed  ;  the  Siege 
held  a  long  Time,  for  the  Beficged  defended  the 
Place  {o  obftinatcly,  that  they  were  driven  by  Fa- 
mine to  feed  on  human  Flefh :  At  length  ISlgai  ti^  the 
Tartar  Prince,  deipairing  of  Relief,  hang'd  himfelf ; 
his  Death  put  an  end  to  the  Empire  of  the  Eaftern 
Tartars  J  wnich  had  been  rul'd  by  nine  Princes  in  the 
Space  of  J 17  Years:  Nevcrthelels  the  fmall  Re- 
mains of  thefe  People  gave  rife  to  the  Family,  which 
afterwards  poflcfs*ci  the  Empire  of  Cbina^  and  govern 
it  with  Glory  to  this  Day,  as  we  (hall  fee  in  the  Se- 
quel. 

Whilft  Li  tfong  had  only  the  Southern  Provinces  of 
China  under  his  Dominion,  the  Weftern  Tartars  had 
the  Empire  of  the  North.  Their  King  Ho  pie  lie^  who 
had  ftudied  the  Sciences,  gain'd  the  good  Will  of  his 
Subjefts  by  the  Encouragement  he  gave  to  Learning, 
and  by  doing  Honour  to  the  Memory  of  Confucius^ 
whom  the  Learned  of  China  reverence  as  their  Ma- 
tter. Li  tfong  died  without  Iffue  the  firft  Year  of  the 
Cycle,  aged  fixty  two  Years ;  *Tou  tfong  his  Nephew 
fucceeded  himi 

Tou  tfong,  the  Fifteenth  Emperor  j  reigned  ten  Tears, 

THE  vicious  Courfds  to  which  "Ton  tfong  was  a- 
bandonM,  prov'd  fatal  to  himfelf  and  the  Empire. 
He  was  fupported  in  his  Follies  by  a  treacherous  Co- 
lao^  who  was  equally  a  Slave  to  the  moft  criminal 
Paflions. 

The 


F 


China,  Chinese-Tartary,  ^c.        441 

The  Minifters  prefentcd  Memorials  to  difingagc  the 
Emperor  from  this  wicked  Man,  but  without  Succefs. 
Many  of  them,  feeing  no  Remedy  for  the  Misfortunes 
-which  were  ready  to  fall  on  the  imperial  Family,  re- 
tired to  the  Weftern  Tartars,  who  were  purfuing  their 
Defign  of  conquering   the  Empire:     Their  Army 
having  overrun  the  Provinces  of  Tun  nan,  Se  tcbuen^ 
and  Chen  ft,    entered  the  Province  of  Hou  quang  ; 
mod  of  the  Cities  open'd  the  Gates  to  the  Conqueror, 
whilft  the  wretched  Tou  tfong,  diffolv'd  in  Pleafures, 
-was  robb*d  of  his  Dominions  by  degrees,  before  he 
-was  informed  of  thefe  Misfortunes. 

It  was  about  this  Time  that  Mark  Paul,  a  Ve- 
netian Gentleman,  came  into  Cbinay  and  travelled 
thro*  the  fineft  Provinces  of  this  Country,  of  which 
he  afterwards  publifh'd  a  Relation  which  gain'd  but 
little  Credit  in  Europe. 

Tou  tfong  died  the  eleventh  Year  of  the  Cycle,  aged 
twenty-five  Years,  leaving  three  young  Children, 
who  were  bom  to  be  the  Sport  of  Fortune.  Kong  tfong 
his  fccond  Son  was  plac*d  upon  the  tottering  Throne. 

Kong  tfong,  the  Sixteenth  Emperor,  reigned  two  Tears. 

THE  Emprefs  governing  during  the  Infancy  of 
Kong  tfong,  fent  Ambafladors  to  the  Tartar  Prince 
to  beg  Peace,  fubmitting  to  the  moft  humble  and 
hardcft  Conditions. 

The  Tartar  King,  without  the  leaft  Compaffion, 
anfwer*d,  **  Your  Family  owes  its  Rife  to  the  Infan- 
**  cy  of  the  preceding  Dynafty,  it  is  therefore  juft 
**  that  the  Remains  of  the  Family  of  Tfong ^  who 
**  are  Infants,  Ihould  give  place  to  another  Family. 

In  the  interim  Pe  yen,  the  Tartar  General,  advanced  ^ 
with  a  numerous  Army,  and  nothing  ftopt  the  Pro- 
grefs  of  the  Conqueror ;  Pe  *yen  is  highly  prai- 
fed  for  his  Prudence,  in  conducing  an  Army 
of  200000  Men  with  as  much  eafe  as  a  fingle 
Soldier ;  and  for  his  Modefty,  which  was  fo  re- 
mark- 
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markablc,  that  in  the  midft  of  all  his  Viftorics  he 
.  never  fpoke  the  leaft  Word  in  his  own  Praife.  The 
thirteenth  Year  of  the  Cycle  he  took  the  Emperor 
Prifoner,  who  died  in  the  Defart  of  Tartaty  caljy 
Kobi  or  Cha  m$  ;  this  Prince  was  but  ten  Years  old, 
and  was  fucceeded  by  his  eldeft  Brother  Touan  tjvng 
in  the  Empire  and  his  Misfortunes. 

Touan  tfong,  the  Seventeenth  Emperor ,  reigned  2  Tears. 

THE  viftorious  March  of  the  Tartar^  who  met 
with  no  Refiftance,  obliged  the  Emperor  to  go  on 
board  his  Fleet,  with  the  Lords  of  his  Court,  and  the 
Remains  of  his  Army,  which  confifted  of  130000 
Men  ;  they  would  have  retired  towards  the  Province 
of  Fo  kien^  but  being  purfued  by  the  Tartars^  both  by 
Sea  and  Land,  they  were  oblig'd  to  fly  to  the  Coaft 
of  ^ang  tong^  which  is  the  laft  Province  of  China^ 
where  the  Emperor  died  of  a  Difeafe,  aged  1 1  Years. 
His  younger  Brother  T%  png,  who  was  the  laft  of  the 
Family  of  Songy  was  his  Succeflbr. 

Ti  ping,  the  Eighteenth  Emperor,  reigned  two  Tears. 

THE  Chinefe  Fleet,  being  overtaken  by  the,  Tar^ 
tartan  Fleet,  could  not  avoid  an  Engagement,  which 
proved  very  bloody,  and  decifive  in  favour  of  the 
Tartars,  who  gained  a  complete  Viftory, 

The  Colao  Liftecufe^  who  had  the  Care  of  the  Em- 
peror, feing  his  Ship  furrounded  by  the  'Tartarian  Vcf- 
fels,  took  the  young  Prince  in  his  Arms,  being  but 
eight  Years,  and  threw  himfelf  with  him  into  the  Sea. 
The  reft  of  the  Lords  and  Minifters  followed  his  Ex- 
ample :  The  Emprefs,  frantick  in  Defpair,  with  l^or- 
rid  Shrieks  threw  herfelf  alfo  into  the  Sea ;  This 
terrible  Cataftrophe  happen'd  near  an  I  Hand  in  the 
Diftrid:  oi  ^ang  tcheou  foUy  Capital  of  the  Province 
of  ^ajig  tong :  Another  General,  who  commanded  a 
Part  of  the  Chinefe  Fleet,  fought  his  Way  through 
.the  Enemy,  and  efcaped  their  Fury  with  fome  of  his 

Vcf^ 


/ 


I 

I 

I 
I 


_, 


China,  Chinese-Tartary,  &^c.       443 

Vcflels ;  he  did  his  utmoft  Endeavour  to  make  to 
Shore,  but  he  was  drove  off  by  a  ftrong  Land  Wind, 
and  a  violent  Storm  arifing  at  the  fame  Time,  he 
was  inftantly  funk  with  all  that  follow'd  him. 

It  is  affirm'd  that  above  1 00000  Cbinefe  perifli'd  in 
this  Fight,  either  by  the  Sword  or  the  Sea,  into 
which  the  greateft  Part  threw  themfelves  in  Defpair. 
Thus  ended  the  Dynafty  of  Song^  the  laft  of  the  Chi- 
nefe  Emperors  :  Cbi  tfoUy  who  was  before  called  Ho  pi 
liey  the  fourth  Son  of  2ai  tfoUj  the  Founder  of  the  Em- 
pire of  the  Weftern  Tartars^  took  Pofleffion  of  his 
new  Cbnqueft,  and  was  the  firft  Emperor  of  this  new 
Dynafty. 


The  twentieth  'Dynafty ^  called  Yuen,  nvhkh  con^ 
tains  nine  Emperors  in  the  Space  of  eighty- 
nine  Tears. 

Chitfou,  the  Ftrji  Emperor y  reigned  fifteen  Tears. 

TTHE  Chinefe,  who  for  fo  many  Ages  had  been 
govern'd  by  their  own  Princes,  now  firft  became 
fubjedl  to  a  foreign  Power,  if  we  may  call  this  Em- 
peror a  Foreigner,  who  in  all  his  Behaviour  ieem*d 
rather  a  Cbinefe  than  a  Tartar.  At  his  coming  to 
the  Crown  he  made  no  Alteration,  neither  in  the 
Miniftry  nor  in  the  Laws  and  Cuftoms ;  he  was  fo 
cx)nformable  to  the  Humour  of  his  new  Subjefts,  and 
gained  their  Affeftions  to  that  degree  by  his  ftrid: 
Honour,  his  Equity,  by  the  Protection  he  gave  to 
Men  of  Letters,  and  by  his  tender  Love  of  his  Peo- 
ple, that  at  prefent  the  Adminiftration  of  this  Tartar 
Family  is  calPd  The  wife  Government. 

He  firft  fetded  his  Court  at  Tat yuen  fou^  Capital 
of  the  Province  of  Chan  fi^  and  afterwards  removed 
it  to  Pekin?  :  This  Town  is  calPd  Cam  ba!u.  inftcad 
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of  Ham  paluy  by  Mark  Paul  the  Venetian^  for  in 
the  Tartar  Language  Ham  fignifics  King^  and  Palu 
a  Court  or  Seat  or  the  Emperor;  it  is  eafy  for  a 
Stranger  to  miftake  the  Pronunciation  of  Words, 
the  Meaning  of  which  he  cannot  readily  attain  to ;  this 
has  made  him  corrupt  the  Names  of  feveral  other  Chi- 
nefe  Cities. 

The  Emperor  made  a  Declaration,  that  all .  Per- 
fons  fhould  continue  in  the  Employments  they  pof- 
fcfs'd  in  the  preceding  Reign,  but  fome  refus'd  the 
Oflfer,  and  preferred  a  voluntary  Death  before  an  ho- 
nourable Servitude  •,  one  of  thefe  was  a  Colao^  named 
Ven  tun  fian^  who  was  taken  Prifoner  in  the  Sea^ 
Fight. 

It  was  reprefented  to  him  in  vain  that  there  was 
no  hopes  of  reftoring  the  Family  of  Song^  which  was 
cxtinft,  that  a  wife  Man  ought*  to  fubmit  to  Fate, 
that  the  Emperor  knew  his  Merit,  and  he  might  be  af- 
fined of  his  Favour. 

"  A  faithfiil  Minifter,  reply *d  the  Colao^  is  at- 
•*  tach*d  to  his  Mafter  as  a  Son  is  to  his  Fatlier ;  if 
•'  his  Father  is  fick  he  ufes  all  manner  of  Remedies 
**  for  his  Cure  ;  if  the  Strength  of  the  Difeafe  pre- 
•*  vails  over  thefe  Remedies,  he  ftill  continues  his 
*•  Endeavours  to  give  him  Eafe,  that  he  may  fulfil 
*'  the  Duties  of  filial  Piety,  and  is  ftill  fenfible  that 
**  Heaven  is  the  fovereign  Arbiter  %{  Life  and  Death." 
This  was  all  the  Anfwer  he  would  make,  and  all  En- 
deavours to  conquer  his  Obftinacy  prov*d  fruitlefs; 

After  his  Death  thefe  two  Sentences  were  found 
written  by  his  own  Hand  on  his  Girdle ;  the  firft  is 
from  Confuciusy  which  wai5  this,  Let  the  Body  ferijbj 
provided  that  filial  Piety  is  irougbt  td  PerfeSiton  •,  the 
other,  from  Mentius,  was  thlis  exprefs'd,  //  is  but  a 
Trifle  to  lofe  on^s  Life  in  the  Support  of  Juftice.  This 
Colao  died,  being  forty-fcven  Years  of  Age,  greatly 
lamented. 

The 
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The  Emperor  in  the  third  Year  of  his  Reign  un- 
dertook an,  Enterprize  iagainft  Japan,  and  looooo 
M!cn  were  employed  in  the  Expedition,  which  proved 
very  unfortunate,  not  above  three  or  four  Perfons  re- 
turning home  with  the  News,  that  all  the  reft  were 
loft  by  Shipwreck,  or  perifh'd  in  the  neighbouring 
Iflands. 

The  fame  Year  he  caufcd  all  the  Books  of  the  Seft 
of  Too  to  be  burnt,  and  ordain'd  that  there  fhould  be 
but  one  Calendar  for  the  whole  Empire,  which  fhould 
be  made  at  Court,  and  publifh'd  yearly,  forbidding 
all  private  Perfons  to  concern  themfelves  in  this  Work 
upon  pain  of  Death. 

Four  Years  after  his  only  Son  dy'd,  whom  he  had 
appointed  his  Heir,  and  tho'  he  left  Children  the 
Emperor  was  inconfolable  for  his  Lofs  :  Some  Mabo* 
metans  having  offered  the  Emperor  a  Precious  Stone 
of  great  Value,  he  forbid  the  Sale  of  it,  Becaufe^  faid 
he,  the  Money  it  would  coft  might  be  more  ufefully  em^ 
flofdfor  the  Relief  of  the  Poor* 

Underftanding  that  the  Veflels,  which  brought  to 
Court  the  Tribute  of  the  Southern  Provinces,  were 
obliged  to  come  by  Sea,  and  alfo  thdfe  which  car- 
ry'd  on  the  Trade  of  the  Empire,  and  that  they  often 
fufFer*d  Shipwreck,  he  caufed  a  great  Canal  to  be 
made,  which  is  at  prefcnt  one  of  the  Wonders  of  Cbt" 
na^  being  300  Leagues  long,  and  like  a  great  Road 
of  Water,  by  which  upwards  of  9000  Imperial  Vef- 
lels tranfport  iecurely,  and  at  a  finall  Expence,  the 
Tribute  of  Grain,  Stufis,  &r.  which  is  annually  paid 
to  the  Emperor. 

Had  this  been  the  only  Advantage  this  Prince  pro- 
icured  for  Cbina^  he  might  well  deferve  the  great  En- 
comiums which  are  given  him  :  He  died  at  eighty 
Years  of  Age,  in  the  thirty-firft  Year  of  the  Cycle, 
and  was  fucceedcd  by  his  Grandfon  named  Tcbing 
tfong. 

Tching 
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Tching  tfong,  the  Second  Emperor ^  reigned  1 3  Tears. 

T'CHING  rSONG  is  praisM  for  his  CJe- 
mency,  and  his  Love  to  his  Subjefts :  He  mitigated 
the  Severity  of  Punifhments,  and  leflen'd  the  Impofts 
with  which,  the  People  were  opprefs*d  by  feveral  of  the 
petty  Sovereigns ;  but  his  ill  State  of  Health  prevent- . 
ed  his  applying  himfelf  diligently  to  the  Affairs  of 
Government. 

He  dy'd  at  the  Age  of  Forty-two,  in  the  forty- 
fourth  Year  of  the  Cycle,  and  Fou  tfong  his  Nephew 
fucceeded  him. 

Vou  tfong,  the  T^rd  Emperor  y  reigned  four  Tears. 

THE  People  thought  the  Reign  of  Vou  tfong  too 
fliort,  being  charm'd  with  the  AfFeftioia  he  bore  them, 
and  the  ready  Inclination  he  always  Ihew*d  to  make 
them  happy  :  He  was  naturally  liberal,  but  beftow'd 
his  Favours  only  on  thofe  who  did  fome  confiderable 
Service  to  the  State,  whom  he  rewarded  with  a  Royal 
Generofity. 

To  give  a  Luftre  to  Learning,  and  to  create  an 
Emulation  among  thfe  Learned,  he  gave  to  Confucius 
the  lame  Tides  and  Honours  that  are  paid  to  Sove- 
reign^Princes ;  and  being  informed  that  Gold,  Silver, 
Grain,  and  Silk,  were  carry'd  out  of  the  Empire,  he 
forbid  the  Exportation  of  thefe  Commodities  for  the 
future  under  fevere  Penalties. 

This  Prince  dy^d  at  the  Age  of  thirty-one,  in  the 
forty-eighth  Year  of  the  Cycle,  and  Gin  tfong  his  ute- 
rine Brother  was  his  Succeflbr. 

Gin  tfong,  the  Fourth  Emperor ^  reigned  nine  Tears. 

THE  People  had  no  reafon  to  regret  the  Lofs  of 
the  Emperor,  for  they  found  ftill  more  valuable  Qua- 
lities in  his  Succeflbr  Gin  tfo^ig^  who  had  a  lively  and 
penetrating  Genius,  joined  with  great  Equity,  Swcet- 
nefs  of  Temper,  and  Moderation, 
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The  way  to  gain  his  Favour  was  to  give  him  pru- 
dent Advice,  efpecially  when  it  tendai  to  procure  the  j 
Quiet  and  Happinefs  of  his  Subjcfts  :  He  inflifted 
Punifhments  with  Regret,  but  rewarded  with  Libera- 
lity ;  in  fliort,  he  apply'd  himfelf  wholly  to  the  well- 
governing  his  Dominions. 

He  publilh'd  an  Edidt  forbidding  all  Princes  and 
petty  Sovereigns  to  hunt  from  the  fifth  Moon  in  each 
Year  to  the  tenth,  to  prevent  doing  Damage  to  the 
Country  -,  and  ufed  to  fay.  That  the  Mahometans 
were  extremely  fond  of  Jewels,  but  that  he  fet  a  grea- 
ter Value  on  wife  Men,  whom  he  always  endeavoured 
to  have  near  his  Perfon ;  For^  faid  he,  if  by  their 
Counfel  I  can  make  my  People  enjoy  Peace^  and  the  Con^ 
veniencies  of  Ltfe^  what  Riches  can  he  compared  to  this 
Happinefs  ? 

Being  informed  that  five  Brethren  were  found  guil- 
ty of  a  Crime,  for  which  they  were  condemned  to  die. 
Let  one  at  leaft  he  pardoned^  fays  the  Emperor,  that 
their  unfortunate  Parents  may  have  fomehody  left  to  feed 
and  comfort  them :  In  the  time  of  a  great  Drought, 
which  threatened  to  deftroy  the  Harveit,  *27i  /,  cry^d 
he  fighing,  *tis  I  who  have  drawn  this  Calamity  upm 
my  People^  and  fi-equently  repeating  thefe  Words,  he 
offered  Incenfe,  and  implor'd  the  Affiftance  f)f  Hea- 
ven, and  it  was  obferv'd  that  the  next  Day  Rain  fell 
in  great  Abundance,  which  revived  the  parch*d  and 
languiftiing  Fields. 

This  Prince  dy'd  aged  thirty-fix  Years,  the  fifty- 
feventh  Year  of  the  Cycle  •,  his  eldeft  Son  Ttig  tfong 
fucceeded  him. 

Yng  tfong,  the  Fifth  Emperor^  reined  three  Years. 

TNG  TSONG  poffefs'd  all  the  Virtues  of  his 
Father,  and  his  Subjefts  expefted  the  Continuation  of 
this  happy  Governnlent,  wnen  he  was  aflaflinated,  as 
he  was  entering  his  Tent  with  a  moft  faithful  Colao^ 
by  fome  wicked  Villains,  who  had  been  guilty  of  the 
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moft  enormous  Crimes,  and  dreaded  die  Punifliment 
due  to  their  Demerits. 

This  Prince  liv'd  but  thirty  Years,  and  his  SucceJP- 
for  was  STtf  i  ting  cideft  Son  of  King  Hien  tfong. 

Taiting,  the  Sixth  Emperor ^  rAgned  five  Tears. 

ABOUT   a    Month  after   7^ i  ting  began  his 
Reign  ;  he  condemned  the  Murderers  of  his  Predeccf- 
.for  to  fufFer  the  moft  cruel  Deaths,  and  extirpated 
their  Families,  by  executing  their  Children  and  Grand- 
Children. 
Cydc  62.     ^"  ^^^^  Reign,  as  in  the  former,  China  was  afHid- 
hsi.  Dom!  cd  with  various  Calamities,  as  Earthquakes,  falling  of 
1324.    Mountains,   Inundations,   Droughts,  Conflagrations, 
and  maay  other  Difafters,  and  the  Emperors  on  thefc 
Occafions  gave  Proofs  of  their  AfFeftion  for  the  Peo- 
ple, by  the  Succour  they  procured  them  to  the  utmofl: 
of  their  Powen 

^ai  tifig  forbid  the  Bonzes  of  Thibet j  called  Lamas^ 
to  enter  his  Dominions,  who  uied  to  come  in  great 
numbers  to  China^  and  wandermg  from  Houfe  to 
Houfe  were  burdenfbmc  to  the  People.    . 

This  Prince  dying  the  fiftieth  Year  of  the  Cycle, 
aged  thirty-fix  Years,  the  States  afiembled  after  his 
Dodi,  %nd  ele&ed  his  fecond  Son ;  but  he  refiis'd  to 
accept  a  Crown,  which  he  faid  was  the  Right  of  his 
eldeft  Brother  ACng  tfor^ ;  upon  which  Refufal  the 
Prince  was  fcnt  for,  who  was  in  Tartary^  and  pro- 
claimM  Emperor. 

Ming  tfong,  the  Seventh  Emperor^  reigned  one  Tear^ 

SIX  Months  after  Ming  tfong  was  made  Empe- 
ror  he  gave  a  great  Entertainment  for  all  the  Lords 
of  his  Court,  but  in  the  height  of  their  Mirth  he 
dy*d  fuddcnly,  and  fome  fulpedt  he  was  poifbn*d : 
His  younger  Brother  Ven  tfong^  who  had  before  re- 
fused the  Crown,  was  his  SucceiQbr. 
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Ven  tfbng,  the  Eighth  Emperor ^  reigtfd  three  Tears. 

VEN  TSONG  fcemM  to  have  merited  the 
Crown  for  having  refus'd  it  with  fo  much  Indiffe- 
rence ;  and  indeed  the  Care  he  took  to  have  good 
Nlinifters,  and  his  Readinefs  to  follow  their  Coun&ls, 
is  worthy  of  Praife :  He  is  accufed  but  of  one  Er- 
ror, and  that  was  for  receiving  into  his  Palace,  with 
the  greateft  Honours,  the  great  Lamay  Head  of  the 
Bonzes  of  Thibet ^  and  for  commanding  his  Courtiers 
to  pay  him  the  grcatcft  Refped.  . 

The  greateft  Lords  were  fcen  to  falutc  this  BonzQ 
upon  their  Knees,  and  to  give  him  Wine  in  this 
humble  Pofture,  whilft  he  did  not  deign  to  flir  from 
his  Seat,  nor  return  the  leaft  Mark  of  Civility. 

One  of  the  principal  Courtiers  being  piqu'd  at  this 
Haughtinefs,  *'  Honeft  Man  (fays  he)  I  know  that 
•'  you  are  a  Difciple  of  Foe^  and  Mafter  of  th(? 
^^  Bonzes,  but  perhaps  you  are  ignorant  that  I  am  a 
**  Difciple.  of  Confucius  J  and  of  one  of  the  Ivgh- 
**  eft  Orders  of  the  Learned  in  the  Empire  v,  it's 
««  fit  you  fhould  be  acquainted  with  it,  therefore  let 
•'  us  lay  afide  all  Ceremony  y*'  and  ftanding  up  at  the 
&me  time  he  oife^'d  him  the  Cup,  when  the  great 
Ijama  rifing  from  his  Seat,  and  fmiling,  took  the  Wine 
and  drank  it. 

Fen  tfinx  died  the  ninth  Year  of  the  Cycle,  aged 
twenty-nine  Years>  and  Ning  tfong  fucceeded  him,  but  as 
he  liv'd  only  two  Months,  he  is  not  rank'd  among 
the  Emperors :  His  elded:  Brother  Chun  ti  was  fetch'4 
from  the  Province  of  ^angjij  and  placed  on  the 
Throne,  being  thirteen  Years  old  j  he  was  the  Son  of 
the  feventh  Emperor. 

Oiun  ti,  the  Ninth  Emperor ^  reigned  35  Tears. 

C  HC/JNT  ST/  was  the  laft  of  the  Tartar  Princes  of 
this  Dynafty  who  governed  China :  Thefe  Princes, 
enervated  by  the  Pleafures  of  this  fine  and  fruitful  Cli- 
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mate,  inienfibly  degenerated  from  the  Courage  am? 
Bravery  of  their  Anceftors,  while  the  Cbinete  whom  they 
had  fubdu'd,  growing  a  warlike  Peoid6,  ^prived  them 
of  their  Conquefts,  and  drove  fiitoi  fer  ever  k^m  the 
£fnpirc. 

This  Emperor,  tho*  of  great  natural  Parts,  drew 
upon  hhnfelf  this  Difgmce  by  his  efftrminate  Indolence 
luid  Love  of  Pleafures,  for  which  he  quke  neglefhd 
the  Bafmefs  of  the  dtafie,  leaving  the  Care  of  the  Go- 
vernment to  his  Colao^  Ft  yew  bama^  who  was  be- 
come abfolute,  and  intirdy  difpoa^d  of  all  the  £mp6- 
l«Dr*s  Favours. 

To  compleaft  his  Misfortunes  he  fm  for  the  LaiMs 
nS  Tarfary^  who  introdueed  Idola^y  aiid  Magick,  and 
as  they  only  ftudy^d  to  humour  the  vicious  Ihclina*' 
tkins  of  this  Ptincej  they  placed  m  tfie  FiUaee  a  C6m- 
pany  of  young  Female  Dancers,  whofe  Pradtioet  mt- 
derol  him  ccMnpktdy >fl*minaie. 

In  the  (wenty-thitd  Year  of  the  Cyck  a  CHnep^ 
nam'd  tcbou^^  who  had  beenaSerratii!  \h  a  Mom^efy 
ef  Bonzes,  joining  a  tomerotts  Company  of  Revol- 
vers, became  their  Leader,  an^  made  a  ftirprifing  Ad- 
vantage of  the  prefent  Qrcum^Hiees  of  Afiairs,  ren- 
iSeftng  himfelf  by  degrees  Rfefter  of  fofWe  IVovmeea^ 
and  in^  a  celebrated  Battle  defeated  P&it  rf  the  Em^ 
peror^s  Troops  which  oppos'd  his  viiftortous  March. 
Thefe  extraordinaf  y  Suceefles  foon  kcf^asTdhi*  Army, 
and  the  Cbtnefi-  flocked  to  bkn  frotw  aJt  Pws  %  Tebok 
having  crofsM  tfid  l&5bie;'  Riffef  wfthout  Of^ofitioft-, 
cafily  got  po(ftffioft  df  afl  the  Tewns^iii  MsTway,  and 
«t  length  mcettng  rfie  tn^rfed  Army -gave  imme** 
ifiafce  Ck^n  to  engage,  aind  gain'd-  a  compfete  Vic- 
tory ;  the  Emperor  was  forc'd  to  fff  tew»rds*the  Nonfr, 
where  he  dy*d  tuno  Years,  after,  and wirfi  hijn.thc  Tar^ 
tar  Family  of  Tuen  w^  extind:, .  which  was  fuc- 
ceedcd  by  the  Dynafty  Mtng^  founded  by  Ikhou^  who 
was  called  before  Hong^  wmj  and  who  took  the  Name 
of  Tat  tjbtt.  •    ^  ...-     . 
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^e  Tkbeftiy  ^firjt  Djnaflyy  nam^d  Ming,  which 
ctmtdm  Jxteek  Emperors  irt  the  Space  of 
266  Tears. 

^ai  tfou,  or  ttong  vou,  the  Firjl  Emperor^  reigned 

thirty-one  Tears. 

Y**^  5r5  O&T  took  poflbflkm  of  the  fimpire  with 
■^  gcnerai  Applaufe,  in  the  forty-fixth  Year  of  tho 
Qycte,  aiKl  fix'd  his  Court  at  Nan  king^  Capital  of 
Ale  PwviRGe  of  kiaf^  nan :  The  next  Year  he  took 
Pikingy  after  one  Day's  Siege^  and  made  this  Conn* 
try  a  Sovereignty,  which  he  gave  to  Fo  his  fourth 
9oii  %  afterwards*  he  gave  the  Title  of  Emperor  to  h£^ 
F^t}^,  Grand&theTj  Great  Grandfather,  and  his 
Gfeat  Grandfilther's  Father. 

He  made  fcveral  Laws  to  preferve  the  Peace  of  the 
^mpirey  by  which  he  ordain'd^ 

t.  That  thofe  who  enjoy 'd  Sovereignties  tfioukl 
noC  eittendd)keir  Powef  beyond  the  Liniits  of  th6if 
Tcrrkoriis,  nor  uieddle  with  Publick  Affair?. 

2.  That  Eumjchs  ftiould  have  no  Employments  Cr- 
viJ  or  MiBlary. 

^.  Thae  no  Pel-ibn  fhould  become  a  Bonze^  or 
Bonzefs,  before  the  Age  oS  forty  Years. 

4.  Thaft  th^  ancient  and  modern  Laws  ihould  here- 
dueed'  infio'  a  Body  of  three  hxtiidred  Volumes :  This 
Work  was  AA  Age  before  it  appeared. 

5.  Thiff  the  twenty-feven.  Months,  which  was  the 
Time  of  mourning  ior  the  I^eath  of  a  Father  or  Mo- 
ther,' ihould  be  feduc'd  to  tweney-feven  Days. 

His  Court  wai  foon  Crouded  with  Ambalfadors 
from  all  Parts,  Who  came  to  congratulate  him^  on  his 
A<:ceffion  to  the  Throne,  and  brought  him,  among 
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other  Prefents^  a  Lion,  which  was  the  firft  the  CZrf- 
nefe  ever  faw  :  Corea^  Japans  the  Ifland  of  Formofa^ 
the  Kingdom  of  Siam^  and  the  Southern  Ifles  were 
diftinguilh'd  for  the  moft  celebrated  Embaffies. 

The  Joy  of  the  Court  was  very  much  damp*d  by 

the  Death  of  the  Emperor's  Wife,  named  Ma^  whom 

he  highly  efteem*d,  and  openly  declared  that  he  oVd 

the  Crown  to  her  prudent. Counfel ;  he  was  fo  griev*d 

f6r  this  Lofs,  that  he  never  created  another  Emprefs. 

Cycle' 63.      It  being  one  of  his  chief  Concerns  to  make  Learn- 

An.  Dom,  Jng  flourifh,  he  granted  great  Privileges  to  the  Impe- 

'384-    rial  College,  and  affifted  in  Perfon  at  the  Examina- 

tiohs  for  attaining  the  Degree  of  Doftor ;   yet  he 

r(ovAd  riot  fufFer  Confucius  to  be  honoured  like  a  King, 

as  feme  of  his  PredeCeflbrs  had  done,  but  ordered  him 

to  be  honoured  in  quality  of  Sien  Sfee^  that  is,  a  Mafier 

of  the  Empire, 

Among,  the  various  Maxims  of  this  Prince,  thefe 
two  are  reported  to  be  moft  familiar  with  him :  When 
there  is  any  Dijiurbance  in  the  Empire,  never  take  any 
hafty  Meafures.  And  again.  In  tifnes-  of  Tranquility 
be  cautious  of  treating  your  People  with  too  much  Seve^ 
rity,  and  of  inftfting  upon  Trifles.  He  ufcd  to  (ay, 
Jhat  as  Heaven  and  Earth  produce  all  things  necejfary 
for  the  Support  of  Men,  fo  a  wife  Emperor  Jhould  only 
Jludy  how  to  provide  for  the  Wants  of  his  SubjeSs ;  and 
tho*  with  this  View  be  might  lejfen  the  Impofis,  and  mo- 
derate publick  Expences,  he  Jhould  always  fear  bis  Sub- 
Jeffs  might  want  necejfary  Provijions. 

In  a  time  of  great  Drought  he  drefs*d  himfelf  in 
Mourning,  went  up  a  high  Mountain,  and  ftaid  there 
three  Days  to  implore  the  Clemency  of  Heaven;  and 
the  Rain,  which  fell  afterwards  in  great  Plenty,  •  was 
cftecm*d  the  EfFeft  of  his  Prayers. 

As  he  took  his  Progrefs  thro'  the  Provinces  of  the 
Empire,  accompany*?  by  his  eldeft  Son,  one  Day  he 
ftopt  his  Car  in  the  midft  of  the  Fields,  and  turning 
to  his  Son,  J  took  you  with  me^  faidhe,  that  you  might 

be 


China,  Chines£-Taiitary,  ^r.        45^ 

he  an  Eye-imtnefs  of  the  painful  Toils  of  tbs  poor  Hus^ 
bandmen^  and.  that  the  Compajftm  this  laborious  Station 
Jhould  excite  in  your  Heart  might  prevent  your  burden* 
ing  them  with  Impojis.  - 

The  unexpefted  Death  of  this  Son,  which  hap- 
pcnd  foon  after,  overwhelm^  the  Emperor ;with 
Grief  5  he  mourn'd  for  him  three  Years,  contrary  to 
the  Law  he  had  made,  and  named  his  Grandfon  Heir 
to  the  Crown.    . 

A  young- -Man  named  Soui^  travelling  with  his 
Wife  and  Farther,  fell  unfortunately  .into  the  Hands  of 
Robbers  ;  as  they  were  going  to  murder  the  good  old 
Man,  his  Son  itcpt  before  him,  and  begg*d  with 
Tears  that  they  would  kill  him  inftead  of  his  Father ; 
and  as  they  offered  Violence  to  his  Wife,  Can  you  be 
guilty^  fays  (he,  of  fuch  an  infamous  A^ion^  while  my 
Husband  is  living  ?  There  was  a  great  Fire  kindled 
near  the  Place,  into  which  they  threw  the  young 
Man,  but  the  Wife  ran  direftly  into  the  Flames,  and 
clofely  embracing  her  Husband  they  were  both  burnt 
to  A  flies. 

The  Emperor  caufed  a  fine  Monument  to  be  creft- 
ed  in  memory  of  their  Piety  and  Fidelity  5  but  at  the 
fame  time  he  feverely  punifli'd  another  young  Maa 
for  facrificing  his  Son  to  an  Idol,  in  hopes  of  reco- 
vering the  Health  of  his  Mother  who  was  dying. 
:  This  Prince  died  the  fifteenth  Year  of  the  Cycle, 
aged  feventy-one  Years,  and  his  Grandfon  Kten  ven 
ti^  who  was  but  thirteen  Years  old,  fucceeded  him, 

Kien  ven  ti,  the  Second  Emperor  ^  reined  four  X^aYs. 

KIEN  VEN  "TI  began  his  Reign  with  an 
Adion  of  Clemency^  for  which  he  received  the  Blef- 
fingsof  his  People;  he  remitted  the  third  Part  of  the 
Taxes,  and  gave  other  Marks  of  his  Concern  and 
Compaffion  for  the  Unfortunate,  all  which  promised  one 
of  the  moft  happy  Reigns ;  but  he  was  difturb*d  from 
|:he  beginning  by  the  Ambition  of  his  Ijnclesj^  Sons  of 
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the  Ute  Emperor,  who  could  not  bear  to  ^%  QsM 
prefcrr'd  before  fo  rawy  Princej^  whp  Wff»  of  iVgc^  tQ 
gOYiera 

They  attributed  their  Father'^  Qmo^  l»  1^  prit 
vwt  Contrivance^  of  the  Colaot^  vbofe  Imi^m  4iey 
had  partly  difcoycr'd  j  bat  t^  fourth  Son  of  tM  t^^ 
whp  wa^  King  of  P^kingi^  appeared  thj?  mpft  in?aiM?df 
and  took  up  Arnis  to  revenge  thi^  Injuftke,  a$  1» 
call'd  it,  and  to  punifh  the  Authors  ;  the  Court  ient 
a  great  Army  to  opppfc  his  Defignf^  a|id  m  Engnge- 
inent  followed  which  wai  long  and  Woody;  after 
which  Peace  was  propos- d,  but  T^ng  fe>  fof  fo  they 
calPd  the  King  ot  fdaitigy  rejected  all  Conditioas  riil 
the  Emperor's  Miniften  wpre  delivered  tQ  him ;  this 
being  re&s'd  he  march'd  forwards,  anjj  arrtying  near 
the  Imperial  City,  a  Traitor,  nanried  H  k^m  Img^ 
opening  the  Gates  of  the  City  to  him,  a  great  Slaugh* 
ter  was  made  in  the  Town ;  the  Inipsrial  Palaice  was 
f cduc*d  to  Afhcs,  and  the  Body  of  the  young  ¥jsas^ 
ror,  half  oonfumed  by  the  Flames,  was  brought  to 
the  Conqueror,  who  could  not  refrain  from  Tears  at 
this  iad  Speftacfe,  and  gave  Orcfers  for  his  Obfe^ 
quies  tq  be  perform^  in  a  manner  fuitable  M  his  Dig^ 
fility. 

.  Bat  the  Minifters  chiefly  felt  the  Fury  of  the  Cor-, 
queror,  fox  he  put  many  of  them  to  cruel  Deaths ; 
pthers  prevented  the  Torments  to  which  they  were 
deftin'd,  by  a  voluntary  Death,  while  others  Ihami 
their  H^s,  and  made  their  efc^pe  in  the  Habits  of 
Bonzes. 

Thus  was  the  Emperor  deftroyM  at  fcventecn  Years 
of  Age,  in  the  fourth  Year  of  his  Reign,  and  the 
twentiedi  of  the  Cycle,  and  To^  loy  mko  took  the 
Name  of  fchii$gfiu^  fciz*d  on  the  Throne  of  his 
Nephew. 
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Tching\  Ibuj  or  Yong  lo,  ibe  fOrd  Emfer^r^  reigned 

T'CHING  sot/  w^  Si  Vrmct  of  great  Spirit,  and 
unoommon  Sagacity,  but  he  made  hitnfelt  dreaded 
at  firft  by  the  cruel  Examples  of  his  Severity :  He 
re-eftabliihcd  hi*  Brothers  in  their  Sovereignties,  con- 
tinued their  Revenues,  and  rewarded  all  his  Adherents 
with  the  fame  Liberality,  extept  the  Traitor  U  kong 

low* 

This  Wretch  committed  a  frcfh  Crime,  and  being 

condemned  to  die,   infolcntly  reproached  Tcbit^  fou 

with  Ingratitude:  Would  you  have  hen  now  reigningy 

iay$  he,  if  I  b^d  mt  oferid  the  Gates  of  the  City  ? 

Traitor^  reply*d  the  Emperor^  /  owe  the  Crown  to  my 

good  Fortune^  and  not  to  your  Jreachery :  Would  not  you 

have  opened  the  Gates  to  any  other  Perfon  with  the  fame 

Forces  f 

A  great  many  young  People  having  procured  them- 
felves  to  be  confecrated  Bonzes  before  the  Age  of 
Forty,  againft  the  Laws  of  his  Father's  Reign,  he 
obliged  them  all  tp  quit  their  Monafteries,  and  burnt 
all  the  Books  of  Chymiftry  which  treated  of  the  pre- 
tended Secr^  how;  to  become  immortaL 

The  fcventh  Year  of  his  Reign  he  removed  his 
Court  from  Nan  king  to  Peking^  leaving  his  Son 
Heir  at  Nan  king^  wim  feveral  Tribunals  and  Manda*- 
rins,  like  thofe  eftablilh'd  at  Peking. 

One  Day  fome  Jewels  being  prefented  to  him,  which 
were  found  in  a  Mine  difcover'd  in  the  Province  of 
Cbanfi^  he  gave  Orders  to  ihut  the  Mine  immediate- 
ly,  iecaufe  be  would  noty  as  he  laid,  fatigue  bis  Sub^ 
jeSls  with  a  fruitlefs  ^oil^  fince  tbefe  St^neSj  however . 
valuable  they  might  feem^  could  neither  feed  nor  cloatb 
bis  People  in  a  Ttme  ^  Scarcity :  He  cau&d  five  Belk 
of  Bra&  tQ  be  caft,  which  weighed  each  12000Q 
Pounds, 
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The  thirtieth  YcSir  of  rfie  Cycle  he  appointed  forty- 
two  Dodors  of  the  Court, .  called  Han  tin,  to  give 
more  ample  Explanations  of  the  angient  Claflical 
Books,  and  to  confine  themfelves  to  the  Opinions  of 
two  Authors,  named  Tcbing  tfe  and  ^cbu  tfe^  who 
had  interpreted  tliem,  according  to  their  own  Fancy,  a- 
boiit  three  hundred  Years  before,  under  the  Dynafty 
of  Song'. 

ThdTe  Doctors  composed  a  Work  ihtitled.  Sing  It 
la  tfuetty  which  fignifies  Natural  PhUofipby^  in  which, 
ieeming  to  prefcrve  the  ancient  Doiirine,  they  endea- 
voured to  make  it  agree  with  the  Fiftions  of  an  empty 
Syftem,  by  which  it  was  intirely  overthrown. 

As  this  Work  was  printed  by  the  Authority  of 
the  Emperor,  the  Authors  holding  a  confiderablc 
Rank  in  the  Empire^  and  as  there  are  always  fome 
Spirits  extremely  fond  of  Novelt;ics,  it  is  not  furpri- 
fing.that  fome  of  the  Learned  have  embraced  a  Doc- 
trine as  oppofite  to  found  Reafon,  as  it  is  dangerous 
to  good  Morals. 

Tong  loj  or  Tching  tfou^  died  in  the  forty-firft  Year 
of  the  Cycle,  aged  63  Years,  and  his  Son  Gin  tjhng 
fucceeded  him. 

jGin  tfong,  the  Fourth  Emferor^  reigned  fome  Months. 

GIN  TSONG  at  his  coming  to  the  Crown 
gave  a  fignal  Inftance  of  his  Aflfeftion  for  his  Sub- 
jefts,  for  there  being  a  general  Famine  in  the  Pro- 
vince of  Chang  tong,  he  ordered  thither  his  ColaOj 
Tang  tfe  kie ;  but  the  Colao  reprefenting  that  it  would 
be  proper  to  confult  the  Tribunals  how  to  fuccour 
fuch  a  numerous  People,  Let  me  not  have  Jb  many 
Confultationsj  reply*d  the  Emperor,  when  my  People 
are  diftrefs^d  we  muft  fly  to  their  Affiftanee  w^th  as  much 
Speed  and  Readinefs  as  we  would  to  extinguijb  a  Fire^ 
,crJi'op  afudden  Inundation.  Some  Perfons  propofine 
to  make  a  Diftind:ion  between  thofe  who  were  more 
or  lefs  in  Want,   With  all  my  Hearty   reply'd  the 

Prince, 
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prince,  iut  let  tbem  he  very  careful  not  to  enter  too  nice^ 
ly  into  Particulars^  nor  be  afraid  of  exceeding  my  Jn- 
iehtions  hy  being  too  liberal. 

He  had  -a  great  Opinion  of  Judicial  Aftrology : 
One  Day,  after  having  fat  up  all  Night  obferving 
the  Stars,  and  perceiving  fome  Revolution  in  the  Hea- 
vens, he  fent  for  two  of  his  Colaos  ;  My  Life  is  at  an 
^fifi^  lays  he ;  you  have  been  Witnejfes  of  all  Ihavefuf-^ 
fer^dfrom  my  Enemies  during  the  twenty  Tears  I  have 
rejided  in  the  Oriental  Palace  ;  ym  have  fuf ported  me 
by  your  Fidelity  and  Union^  receive  therefore  this  T'oken 
of  my  Friendfhip\  (peaking  thefe  Words,  he  gave 
each  of  them  a  Seal,  on  which  was  engraved  thefe 
two  Charafters,  Tcbong  tching,  w|iich  fignifies,  faitb^ 
ful  and  upright  Minijier ;  they  took  this  Mark  of 
Dillindion  with  Tears  in  their  Eyes,  and  ever  after 
fign'd  their  Difpatches  with  this  Seal :  From  that  time 
the  Emperor  lay  in  a  languifliing  Condition,  and  a 
Courier  was  difpatch*d  to  his  Son,  who  kept  his  Couit 
af  Nan  king^  with  an  Account  of  it,  but  he  had  not 
the  Comfort  to  hear  the  laft  Words  of  his  Father,  he 
dying  beft)re  his  Arrival. 

This  Prince  died  at  the  Age  of  forty-eight,  in  the 

forty-fecond  Year  of  the  Cycle,   this  Year  being 

reckonM  in  the  Reign  of  his  Son  Suen  tfong^  contra- 

.  ry  to  the  Cuftom  of  Chinas  which  includes  that  of 

the  Emperor's  Death  in  the  Years  of  his  Reign. 

Sucn  tfong,  tb^  Fifth  Enkperjor^  reigned  ten  Tears. 

-  SUEN  TSONG  publifliM  an  Edift  in  the  be- 
ginning of  his  Reign,  forbidding  to  confer  the  De- 
jgree  of  Licentiate  on  any  of  the  Learned  under  the 
Age  of  twenty-five  Years.  Soon  after  his  Uncle 
revolted,  and  being  taken  Prifoner  in  an  Engage- 
ment, was  condemned  to  perpetual  Imprifonment. 
Tht  Tartars  were  alfo  punifh'd  for  making  an  Ir- 
caption  into  the  Empire  •,  Suen  tfong  commz^nding  hig. 
Army  in  Perfon  gave  them  Battle,.,  and  intirely  rout- 
ed their  Forces.  TKe 
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ThQ  King  of  C^ebinchwaj  wbo  lud  been  nomuui^ 
ed  to  this  Dignity  by  the  Emperor,  wa3  killed  thrtop 
Years  after  by  a  Company  pf  Rebels,]^  who  imm^ 
diately  fent  Ambairiidor3  to  bc^  %  l^ardon,  and  to  im- 
plore the  Emperor's  Clemency.  The  Emperor  wa$ 
inclinable  enough  to  ipunilh  ^U  Treaibn,  but  fince 
it  would  have  obliged  him  to  ^end  an  Army  into  a 
diftant  Country,  which  could  not  be  done  without  i 
peat  Charge  to  his  Subjects,  he  alter'd  his  Rdblo^ 
tiqn^  and  even  &nt  b^k  the  Ambaflador$  wkh  Tidei 
<>f  Honour. 

About  this  time  th^  Palace  tpok  Fire»  and  conti- 
nucd  burning  feveral  Day$ :  A  raft  quantity  of  Gold, 
"Bf^  and  rewter  were  melted  together  into  a  mixt 
MetaU  of  which  gi^pat  numbers  of  Ve(&ls  were  made 
thiK  are  greatly  valued  to  this  Day,  s^nd  bear  a  v«y 
gjr^t  Price.  Suen  tfing  died  the  filty*fecond  Year  ii 
the  Cycle,  aged  thirty-eight  Ye^s,  and  bi$  eldeft  ^ 
Zin  tjb$^  wa3  hii  Succeflor, 

,  Yng  tfong,  the  Sixth  Emperor^  rH^d  fourteen  Tears: 

TNG  rsONG,  bcbg  only  nine  Years  old,  wa$ 
|Kit  under  the  Protean  of  the  Emprcfi  and  the 
principal  Eunuch  ;  he  b^an  hi$  Reipn  by  rebuilding 
the  nine  Gate$  of  the  Imperial  City  ^  in  hi$  third  Year 
lie  puhlifhed  an  Edid  prohibiting  all  Peribns  from 
doing  Honours  to  Confuem  in  the  Temples  of  Idols. 

The  Tartarsj  taking  Advantage  of ^  the  Emperor's 
Youth)  made  continual  Excurfions  inta  the  Provinces 
of  China  which  were  near  their  Country^  and  com- 
mitted the  greateft  of  Robberi^. 
Cyde  64.     The  fixth  Year  of  this  Cycle„  and  the  founcwth  of 
An.  Dom.  the  Empefof 'q  Reign,  the  young  Emperor,  at  the  Head 
1444-     of  a  gr^t  Army,  marched  a^inft  the  Tartars  to  the 
Other  fide  of  th^  Great  Wall  5   but  this  Army,  being 
very  much  weakened  by  want  of  Provjfiow,  could 
9ot  il^nd  the  Shock  of  the  Enem/,  but  waa  entirely 
defeated  i  the  Emperor  was  taken  Priibner^  ,and  car- 
ried to  the  faxtheft  pfert  of  Tartary,   ^  Thit 
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Th»  News  put  the  Comt  ia  ?t  gre^  C^onijbernttion  i 
|ii«  Sq<I  vf^  placed  on  fh(?  Throw,  who  wa^  bwjc  twp 
y «rs  old>  awl  Ki^g  th  ^  ddeft  BtPtbor  o^  th^  ipir 
priiibi^'d  Emperor,  was  pwfc  Proteftpr^  wfeo  j(>^ 
ijiiirpcd  the  Title  anc)  Authority  of  Emperor, 

In  the  me;m  time  the  Empreis  fent  a  grq^  Qi}if||r 
tky  ©f  Gold,  Silver  and  Sdks  for  the  ^mpmx^ 
^9pfom }  the  7i>r/i^  JCjng  received  the  Prefcnts,  an4 
con4^^4bed  \ii$  Priibqcr  to  the  Borders  of  Cbinf^  as  if 
^e  inftmied  to  have  reftcH'ed  his  Liberty,  tw:  jfi  a 
few  Pay$,  pretending  that  the  Ranfom  wa$  tpo  fmall 
for  &>  gp^t  a  Princp,  he  carried  him  back  again  to 

King  ti,  the  Seventh  Emperor ^  reigned feven  Tears  in 

bis  Brotber'* sfteaa. 

THE  feventh  Year  of  the  Cycle  IGng  ti  took  Pof- 
ftflion  of  hi$  Brother's  Throne,  who  was  prif<wier  in 
^artary ;  nevsrthdeis  a  Convention  was  made  for  the 
Return  of  this  Prince,  and  ibme  of  the  Grandees  wei^ 
fent  to  receive  him ;  ha%  the  Tartar  thought  thi&y  were 
not  worthy  to  accompany  fuch  a  powerful  Prince,  and 
that  all  the  greateft  Men  of  the  Empire  ought  to  at^ 
tend  his  Return. 

He  was  eicorted  by  a  great  Number  of  Men  to  the 
Froptiers  of  Ctina^  near  the  Mountain  Tat^  kia  /i>  i  . 
from  which  Place  he  wrote  to  the  Court  that  he  re* 
nounced  th^  Empire  to  pais  the  reft  of  his  Life  in  a 
quiet  Solitude,  and  that  there  fhould  be  no  Prepara- 
tion made  for  his  Receptbn ;  and  to  avoid  all  Cere- 
mony he  entor^d  the  Town  by  a  private  Gate ;  The 
two  Bfodiefs  met^  and  aftor  they  had  embmc'd  each 
edier  widi  thq  groiteft  Tenderndfs,  King  /j,  IbUow'd 
hf  adl  his  Courtiers,  cpndufbed  his  Brother  to  the  Pa^ 
aoe  of  the  South,  which  he  had  cliofen  for  his  Retire> 
ment.  ifn^ii  Go^tinuod  to  govern,  intending  alfo 
to  decbre  his  Sen  Heir  to  the  Empire,  and  had  fix^d 
die  ]|irthnpay  of  tif e  yqung  Prince  to  perform  the 

Ceremony. 
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Ceremony.  Converfing  one  Day  with  a  Colao^  The 
Birtb'Day  of  the  Prince^  my  Heir,  fays  he,  happens 
the  fecond  Day  of  the  fiventh  Moon.  Give  me  leave 
to  tell  you^  reply'd  the  Colao^  That  it  is  the  firft  Day 
of  the  eleventh  Moon,  By  this  he  let  him  know  the 
Birth-Day  of  the  Son  of  Yng  tfong^  who  was  the  law- 
ful Emperor :  Thefe  Words  filenced  King  ti^  and  there 
was  no  more  mention  made  of  declaring  his  Son  Heir 
to  the  Crown :  This  Son  lived  but  a  Year,  and  IGng 
ti  himfelf  was  feiz'd  with  a  Diftemper  which  was 
reckoned  mortal.  Tng  tfong  was  brought  out  of  the 
Southern  Palace,  and  obliged  to  re-afeend  the  Throne 
before  the  Death  of  King  ti^  which  fell  out  a  year 
after. 

Yng  tfong,  the  Seventh  Emperor^  re-afcends  the  Throne^ 

andste^ns  eight  Tears, 

A  S  foon  as  King  ti  was  dead  the  Emperor  was  re- 
buefted  to  blacken  his  Memory,  and  to  erafe  his  Name 
from  all  publick  Afts,  as  a  Punilhment  for  having 
ufurped  the  Throne ;  the  Emperor  rejefted  this  Pror 
p6fal,  and  was  fatisfied  with  performing  his  Funoral 
Obfequies  only  with  the  Honours  due  to  him  as 
Prince  of  the  Blood,  and  the  Emperor's  Brother. 

Tng  tfong  died  at  the  Age  of  thirty-one,  the  twenty- 
firft  Year  of  the  Cycle,  and  his  eldcft  Son  Hien  tfong 
was  his  Succeflbr, 

Hien  tfong,  the  Eigkib  Emperor^ .  reigned  23  Tears. 

HIEN  TSONG  was  the  Son  of  the  Second 
Queen,  the  Emprefs  having  no  Children;  all  that 
is  related  of  him  is,  that  he  was  flrongly  iattach'd  to 
the  Se6t  of  the  Bonzes ;  that  the  twenty rthird  Year  of 
the  Cycle  he  defeated  an  Army  of  Rebels  in  the  Pro- 
vince of  Hou  quang  ;  that  the  thirty-fixth  Year  he  cut 
jn  pieces  the  Army  of  the  Tartars^  who  fix>m  time  to 
time  came  to  plunder  the  Country ;  that  the  next  Year 
the  King  of  Corea  having  propofed  a  Ihorter,  and 

caficr 
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eafier  Way  of  paying  his  Homage,  than  by  an  Em- 
bafly,  he  would  never  confent  to  it. 

He  died  aged  forty-one  Years,  the  forty-fourth  of 
the  Cycle,  and  was  fucceedcd  by  his:  el4eft  Son  Hiao' 
tfong^  who  was  before  called  Hong;^  tcbi. 

Hiao  tfong,  or  Hong  tchi,  the  Ninth  Emperor j 

reigned  eighteen  Tears. 

I N  the  fifth  Year  of  his  Reign  Hiao  tfong  declared; 
his.  Son  Heir  to  the  Crpwn^  with  great  Solemnity : 
This  Emperor  is  blamed  for  his  Adherence  to  thoi: 
ridiculous  Superftitions  of  the  Bonzes,  for  being  fond 
of  Chymiftry,  and  for  his  Low  of  Flattery :  The 
fifty-fecond  Year  of  the  Cycle  one  of  the  greateft 
Bonzes  was  brought  to  Court ;  he  was  the  Ring-leader 
of  a  Sedition,  and  was  taken  Prifoner  in  an  Engage*^ 
ment,  andtho'  a  Bonze  was  beheaded. 

China  was  afflidted  in  this  Reign  with  many  Cala* 
mities  ;  the  Famine  was  fo  fcvere  in  the  Weftern  Pro- 
vinces, that  Fathers  were  known  to  eat  their  owit 
Children  ;  the  Plague,  which  is  an  Evil  fqarce  known 
in  Cbina^  ravaged  all  the£afta*n  Parts  of  the  Wefterd 
Provinces,  and  there  happened  terrible  Earthquakes, 
IK^hich  buried  alive  feveral  thoufand  People. 

The  firft  Year  of  the  Cycle  was  remarkable  for  the  Cycle  64* 
general  Grief  caufed  by  the  Death  of  the  Empreis,  An.  Dom. 
and  for  the  Irruptions  of  the  "Tartars^  and  the  great    *S04* 
Booty  they  carried  away :     The  Emperor  died  next 
*  Year,  and  his  Son  Vou  tfong  was  his  Succcflbr. 

Vou  tfong,  the  Tenth  Emperor^  reigned  ftxteen  Tears. 

S  E  V  E  R  A  L  new  Difafters  happened  in  the  be- 
ginning of  this  Reign,  which  gave  occafion  to  a  ColaOy 
named  Tao^  to  prefent  a  Memorial  to  the  Emperor 
Vou  tfong ^  in  which  he  counfelled  him  to  apply  him^ 
felf  diligently  to  the.  Affairs  of  State,  to  reprefs  the 
Sallies  of  his  Paflion,  to  moderate  his  exceffive  Love 
of  Hunting,  to  remove  from  Court  his  Flatterers,  and 

the 
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the  kxtk  7<lung  People  wK^m  ke  ehieiy  fi^rouT^d,  aAd 
to  fupply  their  Plac^es  with  Men  of  a]KN^ved  WiiP 
dom  and  Z«^  (ot  the  Ptfblkk  G€»d,  that  1^  Aefe 
SMftAs  he  might  s^j^eeft  tiie  Anger  ef  Heavten^  and 
defenre  its  Protection  fer  the  foture :  The  ktak  Yeetr 
of  the  Cycle  the  Tartars  renewed  their  Ravages,  atKit 
the  Tear  foilowbg  a  petty  SovcJrdgtT  of  thri  IffipeHal 
Family,  having  revolted,  tTai  takerf  Prifoncr  in  a  Bat- 
llcy  Afld  puniflfd  ivieh  Ddath. 
.  Mean  white  die  Famine^  ^Uth  hid  tvtefb  dkl 
Frovificn  of  Chun  tong  and  H0  Hani  and  the  htm^ 
Impoft^  had  reduced  the  Peq^le  to  ibch  Extrelnkin 
Aae  thejr  took  Atms  in  defj^airy  and  forming  fdv6^- 
rut  Bod^  advanced  to  the  Territories  (sS  Pehmg  i 
They  were  called  Liion  tfe^  bdcanfe  they  fjddcnijf 
ever-fpreafdf  the  Pro^intes,  dcftfoying  all  b^re  them  :^ 
They  were  oj^^ofed  by  Ibveral  Forces,  who  orfy 
eheck'd  char  Attempt,  and  finodier'd  the  Rebdfion 
for  a  ckne,  i^hich  appeared  aegasn  upon  die  firft  fii« 
wcffable  Oppommity. 

The  fifbeehth  Year  of  the  Cycle  Vtm  tfong  laid  dU 
Defign  of  fharching  a^jainft  the  Tartars^  witBom 
fliaking  himfelf  known,  taking  only  the  Tide  of  Gc* 
neraliflimo ;  his  Min]fi;ers  ftrongly  reprefentjed  to  htAri 
dtstt  ftch  a  Difguife  would  gimtly  endangi^r  hs  Fer- 
iony  andoccafion  ievetal  Revolts! :  Thi^  Opjf&biM 
lb  enraged  the  Emperor  that  he  drew  his  Sabte  to 
Ikrike  dlofe  who  refifted  his*  Willy  upon  width  oni 
of  his  Coh^s  olfer'd  hi»  Heiad  to  be  cut  off;  this  rtf- 
Iblute  Behaviour  appealed  the  Prince's  Fury,  and  he 
altered  his  Refolution. 

The  next  Yeai^,  making  Preparation  to  retire  ftito 
theSomherii  Province,  viz.  Kiang  nan^  or  Tcbt  kmij^f 
Im  Cdlobs  p^efented  frefh  Remonftrances,  in  which 
Aey  obfei^6d  that  the  Tartan  would  certainly  loc^ 
npoty  this  JoUniey  as  a  fbanteft^  Flight,  that  tke^ 
^h^d  gi-ow  more  haughty  and  infolent,  and  that  h& 
AMeMe  would  kave  the  Northern  Countries  op4n  to 
dirtir  Invafions.  He 
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He  was  highly  mdoifed  at  dide  ptudrnt  Cbunielli 
laid  to  pimifli  thsir  Rftflinels  her  (uScfd  th^m  to  fc^ 
main  c%^okd  to  tfafc  Weather  five  whdk  Ekys,  oil  tfaeif 
Xfttses,  before  the  Gate  of  his  Palace^  aiid  ibmd  of 
them  he  innprifoned.  A  fiidden  Inundation  happor* 
^g  at  tbis  UtM  he  took  it  for  a  bad  Prefage \  thisoiv^ 
ttrdy  appea&d  hit  Anqger^  fb  heient  home  iMMimften^ 
and  laid  afide  all  Thoughts  of  going  to  the  SoudMH 
Pfotrinces :  this  Prince  being  takat  vary  ill  the 
tjg^teeith  Ye^  of  the  Cyde,  he  afieftihlod  the  Gvin^ 
A06B  of  his  Court,  and  in  their  Frefence  ^sdared  disc 
Ke  appomed  the  Emprefs  to  be  Prote£l;nd&  of  hh  Se^ 
coiid  SoD)  wiio  was  thirteen  Years  old,  and  \iriiofii 
He  had  nam'd  his  Succefibr  i  he  died  at  the  Age  of 
fhirty^one  Years^ 

Chi  tibng,  or  KisL  tfing,  the  Eleventh  Emperor y  reined 

forty-Jive  Tears. 

THE  BehOriioyir  of  Chi  tfoTtg  in  the  beginning  dE 
hif  Reign  garvts  grea^  hopes  of  his  future  good  Qo«- 
^amcoent,  bit  the  End  was  not  anfwef ^e  to  theie 
]^»)e(5):acions :  He  examiiixed  hhn Jcdf  the  Petitions 
which  Sf$&^  pr^entisd  to  hittn  and  in  a  ticnc  of  Scarcity 
i^  oictered  bis  Courtiers  to  tell  kim  his  Fatilcs^ 
giving  Wge  Siiros  out  of  the  Imperial  Treafures  to 
relieve  his  P^Ie.  He  repa&td  the  Great  Wall  which 
i^yfttes^  CJmu  ^^oih  ^artaty,  and  rehewed  the  Law 
It^d^  by  the  Poundei^  of  this  Dynafty,  whkh  6r^ 
billed)  that  C^fifUms  fhoiUd  be  honoiMd  oidy  by 
^R^Thteof '^//^^  Shat  is,  a  Mafier  of  ih  Eihpin. 
Two  ymm  Mmd§  p^edving  that  their  Padier's  iW- 
digence  indiii'd  him  to  iell  tken^  fyt  R^oftitutes^ 
c^:aped  this  Di%rac^  by  dfowniAg  themfelves:  Cbiu 
ifimg  ett€ttd  a  fine  Monument  to  di«or  Memory,  with 
l^ii^  lofeription^   Tbi  tw6  UkfiriMs  Vifgins. 

This  Prince  is  blaftied  for  hk  exiceffire  Love  of 
Poetry,  and  the  Credulisy  with  Whieh  he  followed  aO 
the  fuperftk4otts  Whims  of  the  Bonaes:  He  caoied 
•       -  diligent 
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diligcttt  Search  to  be  made  thro'  the  Empire  for  the 
i«iquor  that  beftows  Immortality,  which  the  Se6fc  of 
^00  had  aflerted  was  found  : . .  The  eighteenth  Year 
of  his  Reign  he  would  have  refign'd  the  Crown  to  his 
Son,  but  Was  difiuaded  by  the  great  Men  of  the 
C6urt»  who  in  feveral  Memorials  pref^'d  him,  but 
without  Succefi,  to  deftmy  the  Se£t$  of  Foe  a.nd  Lat^ 

The  forty  fevcnth  Year  of  the  Cycle  the  Tartars. 
advanced  to  Peking  with  an  Al'my  of  60000  Men,  but 
it  was  entirely  routed  by  ihe.Chinefe,  and  above  200 
Officers  taken  Prifoners.  The  next  Year  the  Tartar 
King  lent  an  Ambaflador  to  the  Coqrt  to  ask  the 
Emperor's  Pardon,  and  to  beg  that  his  Subjefts  might 
have  Leave  to  come  into  his  Dominions  to  fell  Horles : 
The  Emperor  confented  to  his  Requeft,  but  finding 
afterwards  that  his  Permiffion  granted  to  the  Tartars 
was  the  Ground  of  frequent  Quarrels  between  the  Man- 
darins and  the  Dealers,  and  often  occafion'd  Revolts, 
h&  entirely  prohibited  this  Trade.  In  the  forty-ninth 
Year  of  this  Cycle,  the  thirty-firft  of  this  Reign,  and 
the  1552  Year  of  the  Chriftian  ^ra,  died  St.  Fran^ 
(is  Xavier^  the  Apoftle  of  the  Eaft,  the  iecond  Day 
oi  December y  aged  forty-fix,  in  the  Ifland  of  Chang 
tcbuen  cbariy  or  Sancian^  as  it  is  commonly  called, 
which  belongs  to  the  Province  of  ^ang  tcng. 

The  fiftieth  Year  of  the  Cycle  fome  Pirates,  whofe 
Commander  was  called  Hoang  tcbe,  infefted  the  Coaft 
of  China  with  a  hundred  Sail  of  Barks  and  other  Chi* 
nefe  Velfels.  The  fifty-feoond  Year  the  Ja'^anefe^  who 
before  ufed  to  make  Prefents  as  Vaflals  of  the  Empire, 
threw  off  the  Yoke,  went  to  War  with  the  C&- 
nefe^  and  made  a  Defcent  upoh  the  Coaft  of  the  Pro* 
vma:,  of  Tcbe  kiangy  but  were  received  very  roughly ; 
they  had  1800  Mm  killed,  and  the  reft  flying  to 
.their  Ships  were  drowned  in  the  Sea.  The  Year  fol- 
Jowing  they  returned  with  loooo  Men ;  Kao  ling^  a 
Ctanefe  Captain,  at.  the  Head  of  900  Men  only,  gave 

them 
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them  a  Iharp  Re^ulfe,  by  which  Time  wa»  gain'd 
ioF  the  Army  to  come  to  hid  Affiftance ;  die  J^ 
pantfe  were  forrounded,  and  not  a  Man  eicaped  to 
carry  home  the  News  df  thcjr  Defeat.  Thefe  Lofl 
ies  did  not  cool  the  Ardour  (3f  the  Japanefi  \  ibme  ^ 
Years  after  they  made  another  Defcent  upon  the  Coaft 
oiFo  km  J  but  with  as  little  Succefs ;  for  the  command^ 
ing  Officer  of  the  Cbinefe^  named  Tfte^  fell  upon  the 
JapoHefe  unawares,  and  made  a  giieat  Slaughter  *»- 
inongtheiB. 

At  the  fame  Time  Liem  han^  General  of  the  Cbi^ 
nefe  Army,  going  beyond  the  Great  Wall,  invaded 
the  Country  of  the  Tartars^  upon  the  Report  of 
whofc  Arrival  the  J'arfars  fled  for  lafety  to  the  Fo- 
refts :  There .  were  but  twenty-eight  Tartan  killed  in 
this  Expedition,  and^  the  whole  Booty  was  only  166 
Camels. 

The  third  Year  of  this  Cycle,  a  Memorial  was  Cyck  66. 
prcfentsd  to  the  Emperor^  in  which  he  was  adviled  An.  Dom. 
to  be  more  regular  in  his  Condu£b,  and  to  take  more  1564* 
Gare  of  publick  Afiairs :  Itreprefented  that  for  twenty 
Years  paft  the  Laws  had  infenfibly  loft  their  Force, 
and  that  the  Empire  was  going  to  Deftruftion ;  that  he 
ieldOm  converfed  with  the  Prinoe  his  Heir  ;  that  his 
moft  ^thfiil  and  honeft  Vaflals  were  either  defpifed 
or  ill  ufed  without  a  Caule,  or  .upon  tiie  flighteft 
Sufpicions ;  diat  he  fpent  his  Time  amidft  a  Com* 
pany  of  Concubines,  defpifing  the  Emprefe  his  law»^ 
fill  Spoiife  *,  that  he  imployM  Men  to  command  his 
Army,  who  were  unskill'd  in  the  Art  of  War,  and 
who  were  fonder  of  Gold  and  Silver  than  of  Hor 
nour  and  Glory ;  that  the  Finances  weir  every  Day 
exhaufted  by  his  ridiculous  Expences,  either  in  build- 
ing Palaces,  or  making  Gardens,  or  in  fupporting 
\  the  Charges  of  the  extravagant  Ceremonies  of  the 
[  Bonzes,  and  feeking  after  the  pretended  Liquor  that 
beftows  Immortality,  which,  as  thofe  Imppftors  de- 
clared,  was  come  down  from  Heaven,  as  if  ther^ 

I      Vot,  I.  Hh  had 
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had  been  any  Perlbn  who  could  prevent  the  fatal 
Ncceffity  of  dying,  fince  the  happy  Times  erf"  the 
Emperors  Tao  and  Chun.  The  Emperor  reading  this 
Memorial,  could  not  reftrain  his  Rage,  and  threw 
it  on  the  Ground ;  buf  foon  after  he  took  it  up  again, 
and  feem'd  fincerely  forry  for  his  Errors  ;  however  he 
had  not  Time  to  reap  the  Benefit  of  his  Repentance, 
for  he  fell  fick  in  a  few  Days,  and  died  immediately 
after  he  had  drank  the  pretended  Liquor  of  Immor- 
tality, being  fifty  Years  old  :  His  Son,  named  Mo 
ifong^  fucceeded  him. 

Mo  tfong,  the  7'welftb  Emperor^  reigned  1 2  Tears. 

MO  tS  O  NG  began  his  Reign  with  Ads  of 
Clemency,  releafmg  from  Prifon  all  thofe  whom  his 
Father  had  confin'd  upon  (light  Occafions,  and  con- 
ferring Tides  of  Honour  on  fome  others,  as  an  a- 
mends  to  their  Families  who  had  been  put  to  Death  : 
As  for  other  Matters,  he  could  never  bear  that  his 
Minifters  fhould  give  him  Advice,  and  fome  of  them 
having  taken  this  Liberty  were  degraded  to  an  infe- 
rior Rank. 

As  the  Laws  of  China  forbid  any  Perlbn  to  have 
an  Employment  in  the  Magiftracy  of  his  native  Pro- 
vince, the  Emperor,  at  the  Requeft  of  a  Colao^  made 
-fome  Exceptions  to  this  Law  ;  he  permitted  the  Man- 
darins of  the  lo weft  Rank,  viz. .  fuch  as  are  Inipcc- 
tors  of  Learning,  and  thofe  who  coUedt  the  Taxes, 
to  poflcfs  thefe  Employments  in  their  native  Country^ 
'  The  ninth  Year  of  the  Cycle  tiiis  Prince  was  tak< 

ill,  and  declared  his  Son  Heir  to  the  Crown,  who 
but  ten  Years  old,  putting  him  under  the  Care  qf  thi 
Emprefs,  and  of  a  Colao  nam'd  Tcbang  kiu  Ubing.} 
This  Prince  was  nsuncd  Fan  lie^  but  from  his  Acccf 
fion  to  the  Throne  he  was  call*d  Chin  tfon^. 
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Chin  tfbng,  or  Van  lie,  the  finrleentb  Emperor^ 

reigned  forty-eight  Tears. 

T  H  O*  Chin  tfong  was  but  ten  Years  old,  therd 
appeared  in  all  his  Aftions  a  Prudence  unufual  at  his 
Years  :    He   paid   lb'  much  Refpeft  to  his  Tutoi* 
Tcbang  kin  tchingy  that  every  time  he  came  to  give  hint 
a  JLelfon,  if  it  was  in  Summer,  he  order'd  a  Servant 
to  fan  him,  and  in  Winter  he  had  a  double  Carpet 
Ipread  upon  the  Floor  ;  he  alfo  vifited  him  when  he 
was  fick,  and  gave  him  Food  and  Medicines  with  his 
own  Hands.  This  Colao  had  a  Son,  who  in  the  Exa^ 
mination  for  the  Dodor's  Degree  had   obtained  the 
firft  Rank  of  the  fecond  Order,  and  the  Emperor  out  of 
Refpeft  to  his  Matter  raised  him  to  the  fecond  Rank 
of  the  firft  Order:  This  amiable  Dilpofition  wasfup- 
ported  by  a  natural  Love  of  Juftice :  He  had  more- 
over a  lively  and  penetrating  Wit,  and  a  ftrong  In- 
clination to  make  himfelf  Mafter  of  the  Chinefe  Sci- 
ences :  He  ordain'd,  that  for  the  future  the  Emperor 
Ihould  defray  the  Expences  of  the  Journey  of  the  Li- 
centiates from   the  Provinces  to  the  Imperial  City, 
when  they  came  to  take  the  Degree  of  Doftor,   and 
he  frequently  affifted  at  their  Examination.     Every 
Day,  at  four  in  the  Morning,  he  examined  and  an- 
fwered  the  Petitions  which  had  been  prefented  the  Day 
i   before :  He  ordered,  for  the  convenience  of  the  Publick, 
I  that  every  three  Months  a  Book  fhould  be  printed, 
I  containing  the  Name,  Rank,  Degree,  and  Country 
fc  pf  every  Mandarin  in  the  Empire,  which  is  praftifed 
i  to  this  Day. 

r  The  eleventh  Year  of  the  Cycle  the  Tartars^  who 
had  made  \  an  Irruption  into  Leao  tongj  were  entirely 
routed":  The  Emperor,  at  his  Mother's  Requeft,  who 
had  a  great.  Eftecm  for  the  Idols,  form'd  a  Defign  to 
grant  a  general  Amnefty,  but  he  was*  difluaded  from 
it  by  his  Colao ^  who  reprefented  to  him,  that  the 
Hope  of  efcaping  Punifhment  would  open  the  Door 
f  Hi  to 
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to  all  manner  of  Crimes,  and  that  he  ought  to  imi- 
tate the  Lord  of  Heaven,  who  fopner  or  later  never 
fails  to  punilh  notorious  Villains.  The  Emperor  was 
married  the  (ixtecnth  Year  of  the  Cycle,  and  imme- 
diately after  his  Wife  was  made  Emprefs :  The  eigh- 
teenth Year  of  the  Cycle  defcryes.to  be  remembered,  be- 
caufe  this  Year  YzXhtxMxhael  Roger  czmt  into  China ; 
he  was  the  firft  Miffionary  of  the  Jefuits  who  came  to 
preach  the  Gofpel  in  this  Country :  The  nineteenth  Year 
there  was  fuch  a  terrible  Famine  in  the  Province  of 
Chan  ft  ^  that  vaft  numbers  of  People  died  of  Hun- 
ger :  Sixty  great  Pits  were  dug  in  different  Places, 
which  held  each  about  a  thoufand  Bodies  -,  they  were 
called  on  this  account  Van  gin  hng.  A  Woman  fee- 
ing her  Husband,  who  had  died  of  Hunger,  throwa 
into  one  of  thefc  Pits,  threw  herfdf  after  him  :  She 
was  taken  out  by  Onler  of  the  Mandarin,  but  to  no 

)urpofe,  for  not  being  able  to  iurvive  her  Lois  flie 

lied  three  Days  after. 

The  fame  Year  was  remarkable  for  two  grc^t  E- 
vents ;  one  was  the  Defeat  of  the  Tartars,  of  whom 
ten  thoufand  were  flain  by  the  Chinefe  General  U 
tcbin ;  the  other  was  the  Lofi  the  Emperor  fuftain'd 
in  the  Death  of  Tcban  kiu  tcbingj  .his  Tutor  and  Colao ; 
he  honoured  him  after  his  I^th  with  the  Tide  of 
Fen  chongj  that  is,  a  Mm  remarkable  for  bis  Learning 
and  Fidelity :  His  Body  was  carried,  in  a  pompou& 
Manner,  mto  the  Province  of  Hou  quang  to  his  Se- 
pulchre :  But  thefe  Honours  lafted  but  a  fhort  Time, 
tor  two  Years  weite  hardly  paft  when  his  Enemies,  ha- 
ving accusM  him  of  great  Mifdemeanors,  prevailed  by 
their  Power,  and  he  and  his  Pofterity  were  deprived  of 
their  Honours,  and  his  Eilate  was  confilcated  ;  his  Soa 
kill*d  himfelf  thro*  Grief  or  fear  of  Punifliment.  The 
twentieth  Year  the  Rivers  were  froze,  which  gave 
the  Tartars  an  eafy  Paflage  into  the  Empire  ;  but 
tho*  they  came  in  great  Nupibers,  they  were  all  cut 
off  by  the  CHnefe  Troops :    The  fame  Year,   viz, 
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i^S^^of  the  Chriftkn  iEra,  P.MaUbew  Ricci  came 
into  China^  where,  during  the  twenty-fcven  Years  he 
lived,  he  wore  himfclf  out  with  his  continual  Labours 
and  Faltigues  ;  he  is  juftly  cftecm*d  the  Founder  of 
this  nbble  Miflibn.  The  twenty-fecond  Year  a  great 
Dearth  was  fatal  to  the  Empire  ;  and  the  Emperor  gave  • 
ftrohgir  Proofs  than  ever  of  his  Affcftion  for  his  Sub- 
jcfts ;  he  often  implor'd  the  Afliftance  of  Heaven, 
remitted  a  great  Part  of  the  Taxes,  and  fent  Man- 
darins into  all  the  Provinces  to  examine  the  Condudt 
of  the  Gbverriorsi  and  to  relieve  the  Miferies  of  the 
^tolplt.  The  twenty-ninth  Year  of  the  Cycle  a  Co-* 
met  appealed  towards  the  Eaft ;  upon  this  Occafiori 
a  Colao^  named  Fot^  ngen^  prefcnted  a  Memorial  to 
the  Emperor,  which  admonim'd  him  to  remove  from 
Court  certain  Minifters,  who  took  Bribes,  and  pre- 
fcrved  their  Employments  by  the  bafdl  Flattery: 
The  Eniperor  was  incenfed  by  his  Counfel,  and  or- 
dfer*d  him  to' be  imprifoned,,and  condemned  him  to 
foffer  Death^v  but  his  Son  coming  to  offer  his  own 
JLife  to  feve  his  Father*s,  the  Emperor  relented,  and 
changed  the  Sentence  of  Death  to  that  of  Banifliment. 
The  thirtiedi  Year  of  the  Cycle  the  Inhabitants  of  the 
Province  of  Ho  nan  were  roiuced  to  that  Extremity  by 
Famine,  that  they  fed  on  Human  Flefh,  upon  wiiicK 
the  Emperor  ingmediately  ordcr*d  them  proper  Sup- 
plies out  of  the  Imperial  Treafury :  The  lame  Year  the 
Japanefe  cntcrM  the  Kingdom  of  Corea^  Ipreading 
Dcftruftibn  With  Fire  and  Sword  wherever  they  came, 
and  took  feveral  Towns :  The  King  was  forced  to 
fly  till  the  Succours  arrived  from  Cbina^  which  he  had 
fclicitey  by  his  Ambafl&dors.  Thefe  Succours  came  very 
ftafoiiably,  and  there  crifhed  an  obftinate  and  bloodv 
Battle,  in  which  the  Japantjk  were  ihtirdy  defeatea. 
After  their  Ikfeat  they  implored  the  Emperor*s  Mcr- 
^y  in  a  folemn  Embaffy,  by  which,  after  they  had 
^gg'd  Pardon  for  their  Conduft,  they  pray*d  him  to 
^ant  their  Chief  a  Title,  which  (hould  authorize  his 
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Claim  :  The  next  Year  the  Emperor  granted  him  the 
Title  of  Ge  puen  vang^  which  fignifies  King  of  J  apart  j 
forbidding  him  to  fend  any  more  Ambaf&dors  to 

^^  China,  The  thirty-third  Year  the  Emperor,  contra- 
ry to  the  Advice  of  his  Minifters,  commanded  the 
Gold  and  Silver  Mines  to  be  open*d  in  the  Provinces 
pf  Honan^  Chen  ft  ^  and  Chan  fty  but  fix  Years  after 
they  were  clofed  again :  The  Year  following,  which 
was  tlie  J597th  of  the  Chriftian  ^ra,  the  firft  Mar- 
tyrs of  Japan  fufFer'd  a  glorious  Death,  and  were 
crucified  out  of  hatred  to  the  Faith  :  Four  Years  af- 
ter P.  Matt.  Ricci  was  the  firft  time  introduced  to 
the  Emperor,  who  exprefled  a  great  Regard  for 
him,  and  kindly  received  the  Prefents  he  brought, 
among  which  was  a  Picture  of  our  Saviour,  and  ano- 
ther of  the  Holy  Virgin,  which  were  placed  in  an 
honourable  Part  of  the  Palace. 

^  In  the  mean  time  the  Niu  tcbe^  or  Eaftern  Tir* 
tars^  began  to  grow  formidable ;  they  were  divided 
into  fcven  Claffes,  or  (different  Dynafties,  which  were 
iinitcd  into  a  Kingdom  under  one  Prince,  after  they 
had  beca  long  at  War  with  each  other  :  As  to  the 
fTan  yuy  or  Weftern  T'artars^  they  liv'd  peaceably 
within  their  own  Territories,  giving  no  Difturbance 
to  China,  as  they  had  formerly  done  by  their  fre^ 
quent  and  unexpefted  Irruptions. 

TJie  fortieth  Year  of  the  Cycle,  that  is  to  lay  in 
the  Yeair  1610,  died  P.  Matt.  R'tceij  aged  fifty- 
eight,  after  having  eftablifh'd  feveral  Communities 
of  devout  Chriftians  in  the  feveral  Provinces  of  Cbi^ 
fia^  cither  by  his  own  Labours,  or  by  the  Affiftance 
pfthe  Companionsof  his  Zeal,  The  Emptor  gave 
£L  large  Space  of  Ground  to  bury  him  in,  on  which 
there  was  a  Houfc  and  Garden,  belonging  formerly 
to  an  Eunuch  while  he  lya?  in  Favour,  but  was  taken 
from  him  .fince  his  Difgrace. 

.         The 
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The  fifty-fecond  Year  a  Mandarin  called  Chin  kii 
thro'  a  falfe  Zeal  for  his  Se6t,  excited  a  cruel  Perfecu- 
tion   in  the  Province  of  Kiang  nan ;   fome  of  the^ 
Preachers  of  the  Gofpel  were  baftinado'd,  others  fent 
to  Macao ^  or  difperfed  in  different  Places,  and  forced 
to  conceal  themfclves ;  but  this  Perfecution  lafted  only 
fix  Years,   for  the  Perfecutor  died  deprived  of  his 
Honours,  and  true  Religion  became  more  flourifhing 
than  before.     The  fifty-third  Year  the  Tartars^  who  — 
by  being  unfted  were  rendered  capable  of  fome  con-  ^ 
fiderable  Enterprife,   no  longer  thought  of  making  : 
flight  Excurfions  into  the. Empire,   but  intended  to 
feize  on  thofe  Towns  which  were  moft  for  their  Con- 
Veniency,  for  they  were  incenfcd   againft  the  Chi- 
nefe^   bccaufe  the  Mandarins  abufcd  their  Merchants 
who  came  to  trade  in  the  Leao  long,  and  becaufe  they 
.had  feiz*d  their  King  by  treachery  and  cut  off  his 
Head :    The  Son  of  this  Prince  named  Tiin  tning  in- 
vaded Leao  long  with  a  ftrong  Army,  and  took  the 
Town  of  Cai  yuen  \  he  wrote  at  the  fame  Time  to 
the  Emperor  to  inform  him  of  his  Grievances,  pro- 
tefting  that  he  was  ready  to  reftore  the  Town,  and 
to  lay  down  his  Arms,  if  his  Majefly  would  give 
him  a  proper  Satisfaftion  for  fuch  a  cruel  Injury : 
The  Emperor  communicated  the  Letter  to  the  Man-  - 
darins  who  were  concerned  in  this  Affair;  they  look'd 
upon  it  a3  a  trifling  Matter,  and  did  not  deign  to  fend 
an  Anfwer  %  this  fcornfal  ,Ufage  enraged  the  Tartar^ 
and  he  fwore  he  would  facrifice  200000  Chinefe  to  his 
Father's  Spirit. 

At  the  Head  of  50000  Men  he  took  the  Town  of 
Leaa  yang^  entered  the  Province  of  Te  tcbe  li  in 
Triumph,  and  was  preparing  to  attack  the  Imperial 
City,  but  he  was  lepulfed  by  fome  Chinefe  Forces, 
and  obliged  to  retire  into  the  Leao  tong,-  where  he 
haughtily  affumcd  the  Title  of  Emperor  of  China. 

The  fifty-fifth  Year  of  the  Cycle  the  T^arlar  King, 
under  the  Pretence  of  a  folemn  Embaffy,  made  his 

Hh  4  Troops 
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Troops  file  off  towards  the  Empire  ;  the  Artifice 
VJBs  difco^er'd,  and  the  Cbinefa  Army  fent  to  oppofe 
f^m.  The  TarUPs  fled  at  their  Approach,  and  ha- 
ving driawn  the  Cbinefe  after  them  by  this  (ham  Flight, 
diey  iurrounded  and  made  a  great  Slaughter  of  them, 
ana  the  Cbineji  General  was  found  among  the  Slain. 

Next  Year  the  Emperor  oppofed  the  Tartars  with 
a  very  numerous  Army,  fupported  by  1 2000  Auxi* 
liaries  from  the  King  of  Corea :  The  Armies  engaged, 
and  the  Viftory  remained  a  long  time  doubtfiil,  but 
4cclared  at  laft  for  the  Tartars,  who  marched  to- 
wards the  Capital  City ;  this  caufed  fuch  a  Con- 
fternation  that  the  Emperor  had  abandoned  the 
Town,  and  retired  to  the  Southern  Provinces,  if  his 
Council  had  not  repreiented  to  him  diat  this  Retreat 
would  difgrace  him,  and  raiie  the  Courage  of  the 
Tartars,  that  it  would  fink  the  Spirits  of  his  Subjedb, . 
and  caufe  great  Troubles  through  the  whole  Empire. 

This  Prince  died  during  thefe  Tran&dions,  aged 
fifty-eight  Years ;  his  Son,  named  ^axg  tfong,  who 
.  was  befcM'e  called  Tat  change  was  his  SuccdSbr. 

Quang  tlbng,  or  Tai  chang,  the  Fourteenth  Emperorp 

reigned  one  Month. 

^UANG  TSONG  died  a  Month  after  his 
Acceffion  to  the  Throne,  aged  thirty-eight  Years  j 
his  Death  is  attributed  to  the  Negled  and  Ignorance 
of  his  Phyfician,  bur  before  he  died  he  declared  his 
elddl  Son  Hi  tfong  Heir  to  the  Crown,  who  was 
before  called  Tien  ki. 

Hi  tfong,  or  Tien  ki,  the  Fifteenth  Emperor^ 

reigned  /even  Tears. 

HI  TSO  NG  being  naturally  timorous,  and  pla* 
cing  great  Confidence  in  the  Eunuchs,  of  which  their 
were  1 2000  in  the  Palace,  every  body  fear'd  he  would 
never  be  a  MaK:h  for  the  Tartars  :  Nevcrthclefi  he 
took  Courage,  and  endeavoured  to  curb  thefe  formi- 
dable 


China,  Chines e-^T art  arv,  <^^r.       4^^ 

ddbk  Nci^Aoiirs  dfeftually  ;  he  augmented  lii$  Ar- 
my with  a  great  mitnbef  of  new  Trcx>pd>  which  he 
drew  from  all  the  Provinces  of  the  Empire  j  he  fent 
imgnificent  Prefents  to  the  King  of  Corea^  aaxi  de- 
manded, a  greater  Number  of  Men  than  had  been  lent 
to  the  Emperor  his  Grandfether,  At  the  Cune  titne  therd 
arrived  a  Cbinefe  Amazon,  if  we  may  give  this  Name 
to  a  Woman  who  commanded  a  Body  of  feveral  thdo- 
£md  Men  )  they  canne  from  a  Httle  State  which  her  Son 
enjoy  *d  in  the  Mountains  of  the  Province  of  5*^  tthuent 
The  Emperor  likewife  fitted  out  a  Fleet  to  preferve 
the  Dominion  of  the  Sea,  and  fay  all  thefe  Prepara- 
tions he  put  himfclf  in  a  Condition  to  humble  the 
Pride  of  the  7'artars.  Upon  this  occafion  two  Chri- 
ftian  Mandarins  of  the  Ckwirt  advifed  the  Emperor 
to  fend  for  Portuguefe  Engineers  from  Macaa^  tht 
Cbinefe  having  been  little  ufed  to  manage  Cannon,  but 
before  they  arrived  the  Tartars  were  driven  out  of  th* 
Province'  of  Leao  tong  :  Their  King  Tien  mihg  wai 
engaged  m  a  War  wkh  fome  Tartars ^  and  the  Capi*  • 
tal  City  was  cafily  recovered,  for  the  Inhabitants  of 
the  Town  and  the  neighbouring  Country  detefted  hii 
Cruelty  :  As  foon  as  the  Tartar 'Km^  had  fimfficd 
his  Expedition  in  Tartary  he  rctuni'd  to  Leao  tof^^ 
and  laid  Siege  again  to  the  Capital :  The  Cbinefe  loft 
30000  Men  during  the  Siege,  and  the  Tartars  aoooa; 
at  length  the  Town  was  deliver'd  to  them  by  Treache- 
ry, and  as  foon  as  the  Kmg  was  Mafter  of  the  Place, 
li^  publifhed  an  Edift,  which  commanded  all  the 
Cbinefe  to  feare  their  Heads  after  die  Tartar  Fafliion, 
but  feveral  thouland  Peribns  chole  rather  to  lofe  their 
Life  than  their  Hair^ 

Mao  ven  long^  one  of  the  moft  skilful  Cbinefe  Ge- 
nerals, was  fent  with  frefh  Troops  againft  the  Tartars^ 
who  fo  ftron^y  fortified  the  Cittadel  of  Chong  hat  that 
it  was  reckoned  impregnablei  and  by  this  IVecaution 
he  ihut  up  the  Pafiage  into  Glxna  from  Tartary. 

The 
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The  fame  Year,  which  was  the  fecond  of  the  Reign 
of  Hi  tfongj  the  Town  of  Macao  was  befieged  by  the 
Dutch  both  by  Land  and  Sea  :  The  Emperor  gave 
this  Town  to  the  Port^uefe^  for  their  important  Ser- 
vice in  clearing  the  Cbinefe  Seas  of  Pirates  ;  the  For- 
tuguefe  forced  the  Dutch  to  raife  the  Siege,  and  take 
to  their  Ships  in  hafte,  after  they  had  loft  a  great  ma- 
ny Men. 
Cycle  67.     The  firft  Year  of  the  Cycle  was  very  unfortunate 
An.  Dom.  (q  the  Empire,  for  a  great  Number  of  feditious  Peo- 
"624-       pie,  and  Robbers,  call'd  Lieou  tfe^  raifed  frefh  Trou- 
bles, and  over-ran  four  Provinces  which  they  plun- 
dered, their  Numbers  increafing  daily. 

The  fecond  Year  was  remarkable  for  the  Stone 
Monument  which  was  dug  out  of  the  Earth,  near 
the  Capital  of  the  Province  of  Chen  ft  •,  it  had  an  In- 
Icription  in  Syriac  Charafters,  containing  an  Abridg- 
ment of  the  Chriftian  Religion,  and  the  Names  of 
fixty-fix  Preachers  of  the  Gofpel :  It  was  a  matter 
.  of  great  Joy  for  the  Neophytes^  and  an  undeniable  Te- 
flimony  of  the  Truth  of  diat  Faith  which  was  preach'd 
by  the  miflionary  Jefuits. 

The  fourth  Year  the  Emperor  died,  aged  thirty- 
two  Years  ;  his  SuccxfTor  was  Hoai  tfing^  before  call'd 
^fong  tching^  who  was  his  Brother,  •  and  the  fifth  Son 
Q(^0ngfjbng.    .    '  .    .'' 

^en  mingy  King  of  the  T'artarsj  who  hzd  fignalized 
himfclf  by  his  brutifh  Fiercenefs,  died  the  fame  Year. 
He  wa^  fuccceded  by  his  Son  f ten'  tfing^  who  was 
>ery  unlike  his  Father,  for  he  wias'  a  Prince  of  great  • 
Clemency  andJioodncfs.        .. 

Hoaitfong,  ^rTfong.tching,  the ^SiKteentb  Emperor^ 

reigned  fevenieen  X^arj. 

The  Cbinefe  Power  ended  with  the  Reign  ol  Hoai 

tfongy  to  give  place  ^  the  Tartars^  :who.  ftill  govern 

this  vaft  Empire  witfi.an  abfolute  Attthority  :  Hoiu 

Jfong  was  a  great  Lover  of  the  Sciences,  and  wrote 

the 
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the  Cbinefe  Charafters  very  neatly  ;  and  tho'  he  had 
fome  favourable  Thoughts  of  Chriftianity,  which  he 
protefted  on  feveral  Occafions,  yet  he  continued  ex^ 
tremely  bigotted  to  the  Bonzes  :  He  fupprefs'd  the 
Luxury  which  began  to  appear,  efpecially  in  Appa- 
rel;  he  was  meek, \chafte,  and  temperate,  but  very 
flow  in  refolving,  and  of  a  miftruftfiil  Temper,  not 
confiding  in  his  moft  faithful  Minifters,  and  for- 
bidding the  Mandarins  to  have  any  Correfpondence 
with  the  Eunuchs:  The  latter  Imving  introduced 
Soldiers  into  the  Palace,  the  Emperor  gave  them  a 
Furlow  for  a  Month  to  vifit  their  Native  Country 
and  Relations,  ordering  them  Mony  for  their  Jour- 
ney, but  afterwards  forbid  their  Return  :  He  had  of- 
ten advis*d  his  Brother  to  get  rid  of  the  Chief  of  the 
Eunuchs,  who  domineered  in  the  Palace  with  the  moft 
infufFerable  Pride  and  Infolence. 

This  Villain  poifon'd  himfelf  as  foon  as  Hoai  tfong 
came  to  the  Crown,  and  efcaped  by  Self-murder  the 
Tortures  due  to  his  Crimes :  His  Body  was  torn  in 
pieces  by  the  common  People,  his  immenfe  Riches 
confifcated,  and  the  Temples  which  his  Flatterers  had 
dedicated  to  his  Honour  burnt  or  demolifli*d. 

The  Army  being  employed  on  the  Borders  of  Tar^  -^ 
tary^  the  riotous  Multitude  increased  in  the  Provinces, 
and  the  greateft  difpatch  was  required  to  fupprefs 
thefe  Diforders ;  this  induced  the  Emperor  to  make 
a  Peace  with  the  Tartars^  and  fend  a  frefh  Army  -into 
Ttartary^  the  Command  of  which  he  gave  to  an  Eu^ 
nuch  named  Tuen^  with  full  Powers  to  treat  of  Con-  , 
ditions  of  Peace. 

This  Eunuch  was  a  Villain,  and  a  Traitor,  who 
fuffering  himfelf  to  be.  bribed,  made  a  Peace  upon  the 
moft  fliameful  Terms  -,  but  the  Empefof  refufing  to, 
ratify  it,  the  Traitor  to  force  him  took  the  following 
Meafures, 

Mao  ven  longj  whpfe  Fidelity  was  unalterable,  com- 
pianded  the  Cbinefe  Army  5  Tuen  invited  him  to  a 

Feaft; 
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l**€aft,  and  poifenM  him ;  alter  this  he  idvis*d  the 
tartan  to  go  directly  fo  Peking j  taking  a  different  Way 
from  that  in  which  his  Army  was  encamp'd;  they 

g'  ut  this  De%n  in  Execution  without  the  leaft  Oppb- 
tiori,  and  befieged  the  Imperial  City :  Orders  were 
inftantly  di^atch'd  to  Tuen  to  fuccour  the  Town 
with  his  Forces ;  he  fet  out  direftly,  not  in  the  leaft 
fulpeding  that  his  Trcafon  was  diicover'd,  but  ai 
Ibon  as  he  was  got  into  the  'Town  he  was  put  to 
fhc  Torture,  and  after  being^  corivi6ted  of  his  Perfi- 
dy was  flrangled:  The  Tartar  was  no  fooner  in- 
form'd  of  his  Death,  but  he  failed  the  Siege,  and  re- 
turn'd  to  teao  torig^  loaden  with  rich  Spoils.  * 

The  third  Year  of  the  Cycle,  which  agreed  with 
the  Year  1631  of  the  Chriftiah  JEra,  the  R.  R. 
P.  P.  the  Dominicans  came  into  China  to  preach  the 
Goipel :  They  were  followed  foon  after  by  the  ^.  R. 
P.  P.  the  Francifcans :  Two  Years  after  died  the  ce- 
lebrated Dr.  Paul  Siny  ^who,  from  Firff-Prefident  of 
the  Tribunal  for  Ghurch-Ceremohies,  arrived  to  the 
tJignify  of  Colao^y  he  was  iii  this  high  Station  ont 
of  the  ftrongcft  Supports  of  Chriftianity,  and  in  i 
time  of  Pcrfecution  he  compos'd  a  fine  Apology  in 
•  Defence  of  Religion,  in  which  he  ofFer*d  to  lofe  his 
Honours,  Ettate,  and  even  Life,  if  there  Was  anjf 
thing  in  the  Dodrine  of  this  Religion  which  did  not 
appear  to  be  moft  holy :  He  recommended  Fath# 
Adam  Scbaal  to  the  Emperor  to  refotm  the  Calen- 
dar. 

At  the  fame  time,  by  Cohfcrit  of  the  Emprds,  le- 
yeral  Court-I^adies  of  the  firft  Rank  were  inflrufted 
in  the  Chriftian  Religion,  and  received  Baptifm, 

The  twelfth  Year  of  the  Cycle  died  Tuenjfongj  ^^ 
T'tfrftfr  King>  who  was  fucceeded  by  hisSon  3jS«^.i| 
Father  of  the  following  Dyhafty  :    This  Xf^ng  /^    *' 
a  very  affable,  good-natur'd  Prince  ;•  he  lud  bceri  fe— 
crctly  educated  from  his  Infancy  aniong  the  Cbinefe^ 
and  having  learnt  their  Language  and  Sciences,  at  die 

lame 
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^me  time  imbibed  their  Temper  and  Manners  :  Thi< 
gained  him  the  Fricndfliip  and  Efteem  of  the  C&% 
ne/e  General  and  Mandarins,  who  infenfibly  loft  their 
Love  for  the  Emperor,  whofe  Misfortunes  having 

Suite  altered  his  Temper,  he  grew  uneafy,  thought- 
ai,  melanpholy  and  cruel.:  This  Year  of  his  Reign^^ 
and  the  following,  was  a  continued  Series  of  Mur- 
ders.  Robberies,  and  inteftine  War,  a  vaft  Number 
of  feditious  Malecontents  forming  themfelves  into 
eight  Armies,  each  having  a  Conimander,  but  they 
were  afterwards  reduc'd  to  twp  Chieft,  wrho  were 
nam'd  Li  and  ^chang. 

That  they  might  not  hurt  each  other  they  agrec4 
to  divide  the  Provinces  between  them ;  Tchang  tool^ 
the  Weftern  Provinces  of  Se  tchuen  and  Hou  quang  for 
liis  Share ;  and  Li  going  Northwards  fciz'd  on  great 
Part  of  the  Province  of  Chen  ft  ^  and  entering /fe  »^»,, 
befieg'd  the  Capital  Caifong^  but  was  forc'd  to  raife 
the  Siiege  witli  Lofs  :     Six  Months  after  he  renew'd 
the  Siege,  but  met  fuch  aii  obftinatc  Refiftance,  that; 
the  Befieged  chofe  rather  to   feed  on  Human  Flefh 
tlian  furrender :  The  Imperial  Army  having  time  to 
come  to  their  Afliftance,  the  CUnefe  General  thought 
he  fhould  infallibly  have  deftroy'd  all  the  Rebels  by 
breaking  down  the  Dikes  of  the  Tellow  River^  but; 
they  efcaped  to  the  Mountains,  and  the  Town  being 
much  lower  than  the    River  was  laid  quitp  under 
Water,  which  the  General  had  not  forefeen,  fb  that 
this  Inundation  drowned  300000  of  the  Inhabitants  5 
neverthclefs  Li  entirely  fubdu'd  the  Provinces  of  Ho 
nan  and  Cbenji^  murder*d  all  the  Mandarins,  and  ex- 
ad:ed  great  Sums  fi'om  thofe  who  had  been  in  publick 
Employments ;    he  favoured  only  the  meaner  People, 
and  to  gain  their  Intereft  fi-eed  them  from  all  man- 
ner of  Taxes. 

This  Behaviour  drew  to  his  Party  great  Numbers  of  . 
the  Imperial  Soldiers,  and  he  found  himfelf  fo  powerful 
that  he  did  not  fcruple  to  take  upon  him  the  Title  of 

Em- 
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Emperor :  He  afterwards  advanced  to  the  Imperial 
City,  which  had  a  Garriibn  of  60000  Men,  but  was 
aflur*d  they  would  make  no  Refiftance ;  he  knew  the 
Divifions  of  the  Mandarins  and  the  Eunuchs,  and 
befides  a  great  number  of  his  Soldiers  had  convey'd 
themfelves  into  the  Town  in  Difguife,  and  gain'd  a 
confiderable  Party,  who  were  to  open  the  Gates  upon 
his  Arrival. 

Three  Days  after  his  Arrival  the  Gates  were  opened, 
and  he  entered  in  a  triumphant  manner  at  the  Head  of 
300000  Men:  The  Emperor  was  fhut  up  in  his  Pa- 
lace, taken  up  with  the  foolifh  Superftitions  of  the 
Bonzes,  not  knowing  what  was  doing  m  the  City ; 
but  -he  could  not  remain  long  in  this  Ignorance,  and 
when  he  found  he  was  betrayM,  would  have  gone 
out  of  the  Palace  with  fix  hundred  of  his  Guards,  but 
they  forfook  him ;  being  thus  depriv'd  of  all  Hopes, 
and  chufing  Death  rather  than  to  fall  alive  into  the 
Hands  of  Rebels,  he  went  into  his  Garden,  and  after 
he  had  wrote  thefe  Words  on  the  Border  of  his  Vcft, 
My  Subjects  have  hafely  abandoned  me ;  ufe  fne  as  you 
fleafey  but  fpare  my  People  \  he  kill'd  his  Daughter 
with  the  Stroke  of  a  Sabre,  and  hung  himfelf  upon 
a  Tree,  being  thirty-fix  Years  of  Age:  The  chief 
Colaoj  the  Queens,  and  the  moft.  faithful  Eunuchs, 
/  followed  this  Example,  and  kilPd  themfelves. 

The  Body  of  the  Emperor,  which  was  found  after 
a  long  Search,  was  brought  before  the  Tyrant  feated 
on  a  Throne,  who  after  he  had  treated  it  with  Indig-  1 
nity,  caufcd  two  of  the  Emperor's  Children,  and  all.  -^ 
his  Minifters,    to  be   beheaded,    but  his  eldeft  Son  .] 
cfcap*d  by  Flight.  | 

Every  body  fubmitted  to  the  Power  of  the  Ufur-.  \ 
per,  except  the  Prince  Ou  fan  guey^  who  commanded  J 
ihe  Chinefe  Army  in  Leao  tong  \    the  Tyrant  fet  out  1 
with  his  Army,  and  having  befieg*dthe  Town  where  ^ 
Oufanguey  was  Governor,   Ihew'd  him  his  Father 
loaded  with  Chains,  declaring  he  fhould  be  inftantly 

flain 
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lain  if  the  Town  was  not  furrender*d ;  this  brave 
SflEan,  feeing  his  Father  from  the  Top  of  the  Walls, 
HI  on  his  Knees,  and  burfting  into  Tears  begg'd 
Ifiis  Father  to. forgive  him,  if  he  iacrificed  his  filial 
Tcndernefs  for  his  Duty  to  his  Prince  and  Country  -, 
this  generous  Father  applauded  the  Refolution  of  his  . 
Son,  and  fubmitted  to  his 'Fate, 

Ou  fan  guey^  to  take  a  double  Vengeance  for  the 
Death  of  his  Prince,  and  of  his  Father,  procured  a 
Peace  with  the  Eaftern  Tartars^  nam'd  Mantcheoux^ 
and  caird  them  in  to  his  Afliftance  againft  the  Re- 
bels :     Xf^ng  tCj    King  of  thefe  "Tartars^   foon  came 
with  an  Army  of  8o©oo  Men,  and  the  two  Armies 
uniting   the  Ufurper  raifed  the  Siege,    and  haften'd 
to   Peking ;   but  not  thinking  himfelf  fafe   there  he 
plundered  the  Palace  and  fet  it  on  fire,  and  then  fled 
with  his  Army  to  the  Province  of  Chenfi^  enrich'd 
with  the  Spoils  of  the  Empire,  and  loaded  with  the  ge- 
neral Curfes  of  the  People. 

*Tfeng  te  died  prefently  after  he  arrived  in  Chi- 
na^ but  before  his  Death  he  declared  his  Son  Chung 
tchi  Emperor,  who  was  but  fix  Years  old,  and  com- 
mitted the  Care  of  him  and  the  Empire  to  A  ma  van 
his  Brother.    . 

The  young  Prince  was  conduced  ftrait  to  Peking^ 
and  received  with  great  Acclamations  of  Joy,  the 
People  looking  upon  him  as  their  Deliverer  ;  nothing 
was  heard  on  all  fides  but  Long  live  the  Emperor ! 
May  he  live  ten  tboufand  Tears  !  Van  fouiy  Van/out ! 
a  Cinnefe  Expreflion,  which  fignifies.  May  he  live 
many  Tears !  This  Revolution  happened  the  twenty- 
firft  Year  of  the  Cycle,  which  is  1 644  Years  after 
the  Birth  of  Chrifi:. 
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Vtbe  ^wenty-fecond  Dynajiyy  named  Tfing,  no'u^ 
r^igningy  which  to  the  prefent  T^ifM  reeJums 
three  Emperors. 

Chun  tqbi^  the  Ftrfi  Emperor y  reined*  17  Tears. 

nr  H  E  R  E  is  no  certain  Account  what  became  of 
"*•  the  Ufurper,  who  was  purfoed  fome  time  by  the 
Tartars ;  fome  think  he  was  kill'd  ia  an  Engage- 
ment by  Ou  fan  guey :  Tliis  Gcncrat  found  too  fete  the 
Error  he  had  committed,  in  lending  for  the  Tartars 
to  get  rid  of  the  Tyrant,  and  would'  fomctimes  fay* 
That  he  had  brought  Lions  to  drive  away  Dog$  ;  nc* 
verthelefs  he  receiv'd  the  Dignity  of  King  from  the 
Hands  of  Chun  tcbij  and  the  Title  of  Pingji,  which 
fignifies  Peace-maker  of  the  Wefi^  and  the  Town  of 
Si  ngan  fou  was  aflign*d  him  for  his  Refidencc,  which 
had  been  ravag'd  with  Fire  and  Sword. 

Chun  tcbi  having  mattered  the  Northern  Provinces, 
tum'd  his  Arms  towards  the  South,  that  he  might 
intirely  reduce  them  to  his  Obedience ;  Hong  quango 
a  Grandfon  of  the  preceding  Emperor,  being  pror 
claimed  Emperor  at  Nan  kingy  was  taken  Prifoner, 
brought  to  Pekingy  and  ftrangled  The  Tartars  af- 
terwards entered  me  Province  of  Tcbe  kiangy  and  be- 
fieg'd  the  Capital ;  I/)  vangy  who  was  King  of  this 
Place,  and  who  had  reflisM  the  Tide  of  Emperor, 
got  upon  the  Walls,  and  upon  his  Knees  befeech'd 
the  Tartars  to  Ipare  his  Subjefts  ;  but  if  they  would 
*  Uot  be  appeased  without  fome  Viftim,  he  offered  to 
facrifice  himfelf  for  the  Safety  of  his  People,  and  at 
the  fame  time  went  out  of  the  City,  and  fubmitted 
to  the  Difcretion  pf  the  Conqueror. 

Ung 
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Lang  vou^  another  Grandfon  of  Chin  tfong^  or  Van 
lie  the  thirtecinth  Emperor  of  the  preceding  Dy- 
nafty^  was  proclaimed  in  the  Province  of  Fo  kien^ 
but  all  the  Cities  openM  their  Gates  at  the  Approach 
of  the  Conqueror  :  Nor  could  this  Prince  efcajpc 
Death,  being  forc*d  to  ftrengthen  the  Conqueft  of  the 
Tartars  with  his  Blood. 

There  was  at  this  time  a  remarkable  Perfon  named 
Tcbin  chi  longy  who  afted  a  confiderable  Part  in  the 
Affairs  of  the  Empire ;  he  was  at  firft  a  Servant  to 
the  Portuguefe  at  Macao^  among  whom  he  was  in- 
ftruded  in  the  Chriftian  Religion,  and  received  at  his 
Baptifm  the  Name  of  Nicholas  -,  afterwards,  from  a 
petty  Trader,  he  grew  to  be  the  richeit  Merchant,  of 
Cbinay  by  Commerce  with  the  Spaniards  and  Hollan- 
dersj  and  became  at  laft  Commander  of  a  great 
Fleet :  He  at  firft  acknowledged  Long  vou  for  Em- 
peror, but  afterwards  the  Tartar  Prince :  Chun  tcbi 
offered  to  make  him  a  King,  and  invited  him  to  a 
folemn  Feaft  ;  TMn  chi  long  accepted  the  Invitation 
in  hopes  of  obtaining  the  greateft  Dignities  at  Court, 
whither  he  was  honourably  condufted ;  he  left  the 
Command  of  the  Fleet  to  his  Son  Tcbing  tching  cong^ 
who  inviolably  prefcrv'd  his  Zetl  for  his  Country, 
and  his  Fidelity  to  the  Chinefe  Princes,  againft  the  In- 
treaties  of  his  Father,  and  the  Promifes  of  the  new 
Empieror. 

The  Army  of  the  Tartars  advanced  to  the  Pro- 
vince of  §iuang  tongj  and  met  no  Refiftance ;  but  the 
Courfe  of  their  Viftories  was  intermpted  in  the  Pro- 
vince of  ^angji^  for  Thomas^  KiUj  Viceroy  of  this 
Province,  and  Luke  TchtUy  chief  General  of  the  Chinefe 
Forces,  who  were  both  Chriftians,  opposed  the  Tartars^ 
and  entirely  routed  them  after  an  obftinate  Engage- 
ment ;  the  Conquerors  immediately  elefted  a  Prince 
of  the  Imperial  Family,  named  Tong  lie^  who  was 
King  of  the  Capital  of  the  Province  of  Koei  tcheoUj 
and  after  he  was  proclaimed  Emperor  he  went  to 
Vol.  I.  I  i  keep 


482  The  General  History  of 

keep  hb  Court  at  Cbao  king :  A  Chriftian  Eunuch 
named  Pan  Achilles^  who  was .  very  zealous  for  the 
Faith,  was  his  chief  Counfellor,  by  whoie  means  Fa« 
tKer  Andrew  Koffley  inftru£tod  the  Emperor's  Mother, 
his  Wife,  and  eldeft  Son,  in  die  Truths  of  Chriftia- 
nity,  and  gave  them  Baptilin. 

It  was  ezpeded  that  tnis  Emperor  wodd  one  Day 
be  the  Conjiantinc  of  Cbina^  by  wmch  Name  he  was  bap- 
tised ;  for  thcfe  illuftriou3  Converts,  wirfi  the  Cpnfent 
of  the  Emperor,  fent  Father  Michel  Boym  to  Rom 
to  pay  a  filial  Obedience  to  the  holy  See  in  their 
Names. 

^  The  Fame  which  was  fpread  thro*  all  the  Pro- 
vinces of  a  great  Victory  gain'd  over  the  Tartars^  and 
of  the  Eledtion  of  a  new  Emperor,  rous*d  the  Cou- 
rage of  the  Cbinefi ;  A  Commander  who  had  got 
together  an  Army  b  the  Province  of  Fo  hen^  and 
Tcbing  tcbing  cong^  who  Icoured  the  Seas  with  a  nu* 
merous  Fleet,  retook  feveral  Towns  both  within 
the  Country  and  upon  the  Sea  -  Coafb ;  at  the 
fame  time  the  Viqeroy  of  the  Province  of  IGang  fe 
IHook  off  the  Yoke,  and  defqited  the  Tartars  in  fe- 
veral  Engagements :  In  the  Northern  Parts  two  Cap- 
tains, one  named  Hoy  the  other  Kiang^  had  raisM  each 
a  confiderable  Army,  the  firfl  feiz*d  fcveral  Ciries  in 
thp  Province  of  Ci?^»j/5,  and  the  fecond  enter*d  the 
fame  Province  with  140000  Horfc,  and  a  greater  num- 
ber of  Foot  i  they  defeated  the  Tartars  in  two  Bat- 
tles, and  put  them  into  fuch  a  Confterpation  that 
they  durfl  not  appear  in  the  Field. 

Neverthelcfe  in  the  fpace  of  three  or  four  Years, 
what  with  Craft  and  Policy,  Rewards  and  Pro- 
mifes,  and  the  Quarrels  o^  the  two  Chinefe  Leaders, 
the  Tartars  became  Conquerors,  and  recovered  all  the 
Ciries  they  had  lofl.  In  the  Wefl  another  Leader  of  the 
Revolt  ravaged  the  whole  Country,  and  feem'd  to  be 
a  Demon  in  Human  Shape,  for  after  having  exercised 
all  manner  of  Cruelties  in  the  Provinces  of  Ho  nan^ 
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iGang  natiy  and  Kiat^  fi^  the  Storm  of  his  Fury  fell 
on  the  Province  of  Se  Ubuen. 

He  was  good'^natur'd  and  affable  to  none  but  his  Sol* 
diers,  whom  he  ufcd  with  great  Familiarity  5  for  to 
all  others  he  was  cruel  beyond  Example. 

tje  put  to  death  the  King  of  the  Capital,  who  was 
a  Prince  of  the  preceding  Dynafty,  and  if  any  Man 
conimitted  a  trifling  Fault,  he  kill*d  all  the  People 
that  lived  in  the  fame  Street ;  five  thoufand  Eunuchs 
were  flain  by  his  Order,  becaufe  one  of  them  had  not 
given  him  die  Title  of  Emperor ;  having  called  ten 
thoufand  Literati  to  an  Examination,  as  foon  as  they 
were  afTembled  in  the  Hall  appointed  for  their  Coni* 
pofitions,  he  caufed  them  all  to  be  murder'd  on  pre- 
tence that  by  their  Sophifms  they  ilirr'd  up  the  Peo- 
ple to  rebel :     Upon  leaving  the  City  of  T^clm  tou 
fouy  to  enter  the  Province  of  Chenfi^  he  caufed  all 
the  Inhabitants  to  be  brought  out  in  Chains,    and 
maflacred  in  the  Fields,  and  it  was  on  this  Occafion 
that  feveral  Children  were  baptized  by  Father  Buglio 
and  Father  lAagalhaens :    He  order'd  all  his  Soldiers 
to  kill  their  Women,  becaufe  they  were  only  trouble- 
fome  to  an  Army  in  War,  and  he  kt  them  an  Ex- 
ample by  cutting  the  Throats  of  three  hundred  of  his 
own,    referving  only  twenty  to  wait  on  the  three 
Queens;  in   fhort  he  did  not  leave  the  Province  of 
S€  tchuen  to  enter  that  of  Chen  fi^  till  he  had  burnt 
the  Capital  and  feveral  other  Towns.    As  he  was  pre- 
pjiring  to  engage  the  Tartars^  who  were  not  far  off, 
he  was  told  that  five  Warriors  were  feen  upon  the  Hills 
at  fome  diflance,  upon  which  he  went  immediately  to 
reconnoitre  them,  without  putting  on  his  Helmet  or 
Cuirafs,  and  as  foon  as  he  came  in  fight  pf  them  he  was 
fhot  thro'  the  Heart  with  an  Arrow :    His  Death  dif- 

■ 

pers'd  his  Army,  and  the  People  received  the  Tartars 
as  their  Deliverers,  and  joyfully  fubmittcd  to  their 
Yoke  :  By  this  time  ejeven  Provinces  were  reduced 
under  the  Dominion  of  the  Tartar  Emperor,    and 
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there  remain'd  only  four  in  the  South  under  the  Go- 
vernment of  the  Cbinefe^  which  the  Court  fent 
three  different  Armies  to  fiibdue  ;  the  Capital  of 
Sluang  tong  was  bcfieg'd,  which  Siege  hfted  a  whole 
Year,  with  great  Lolles  on  both  fides  ;  at  length  the 
City  was  taken,  and  the  Soldiers  were  allowed  to 
plunder  it  for  ten  Days  r  They  march'd  afterwards 
to  Cbao  kingy  where  Tong  lie  kept  his  Court,  but  this 
Prince,  being  too  weak  to  refift  the  Conqueror,  re- 
tired firft  to  the  Province  of  ^ang  ft^  and  sAer- 
wards  to  Yun  nan.  The  next  Year,  which  was  the 
twenty-eighth  of  the  Cycle,  died  A  ma  van^  Uncle 
ahd  Tutor  to  the  Emperor,  who  was  extremely  re- 
gretted, having  gain*d  the  Love  of  the  Cbinefe  by  his 
great  Qualities  and  pmdent  Behaviour,  and  *tis  pro- 
perly he  who  fix'd  the  reigning  Tartar  Family  on  the 
Throne. 

His  Brother,  who  had  a  fmall  Sovereignty,  claim'd 
the  Right  of  fucceeding  in  the  Guardianfhip  of  the 
Emperor ;  but  all  the  Grandees  oppos'd  it,  becauie 
the  Emperor  being  now  fourteen  Years  old,  and  mar- 
ry*4  to  a  Daughter  of  a  Prince  of  the  Wdlem  ST^- 
iars^  was  able  to  govern  alone ;  the  Difpute  went 
fo  for,  that  they  hung  up  at  the  Gates  of  their  Palaces 
,  the  Enligns  of  their  Dignities,  faying,  that  they  would 
receive  them  only  from  the  Hands  of  Chun  tchi ;  how- 
ever it  was  at  laft  agreed  that  this  Prince  fhould  take 
the  Government  into  his  own-  Hands,  which  he  did 
in  a  manner  that  foon  gain'd  him  the  Love  of  the 
People ;  inflead  of  fhutting  himfelf  up  in  the  Palace, 
as  the  Cbinefe  Emperors  ufually  did,  Chun  tchi  be- 
gan his  Reign  by  fhewing  himfelf  in  Publick., 
and  by  giving  free  Accels  to  his  Perfon :  He 
made  no  Alterations  in  the  Laws  and  Government  of 
China^  not  fuffering  the  Cbinefe  to  learn  the  Tartarian 
Language  without  a  particular  Licenfe :  He  pre- 
fcrv'd  the  fix  fupremc  Tribunals  at  Peking^  but 
would   not  admit  any  elfcwhere,    fo  that  diofe  of 
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Nan  king  were  fupprefsM  5  he  alfo  order'd  that  there 
fhould  be  a  T'artar  added  to  the  Chinefe  Prefident 

He  bellowed  the  Governments  of  Cities  and  Pro- 
vinces only  oh  the  Uteruti\  and  as  the  Safety  or 
Ruin  of  the  Empire  depends  on  the  choice  of  proper 
Perfons  to  fill  thefe  important  Polls,  having  been 
informed  that  fome  Uterati  had  bought  the  SqlFrages 
of  their  Examiners,  he  order'd  thirty-fix  of  the  Ex- 
aminers to  be  beheaded,  and  condemn*d  the  Literati 
to  pals  through  a  frefli  Examination,  pardoning  thofe 
who  were  admitted  to  their  Degrees  ror  their  Capa- 
city, but  thole  who  were  found  uncapable  were  &nt 
with  all  their  Families  to  7'artaryj  which  is  at  prelent 
ithe  common  Place  of  Banilhment  for  the  Guiltv  ; 
the  Defign  in  peopling  thefe.  va;ft  Defarts  is,  tnat 
the  Children  who  are  bi^rnhcre  fhould  naturally  take 
the  Temper  and  Manners  of  the  Tartan. 

This  Prince  had  a  lingular  AffeftiQa.fbr  P.  yf- 
dam  Scbaalj  and  always  cal^'d  him  Mafa^,  which 
fignifies,  My  Father  ;  he  made  him  principal  of  the 
Tribunal  of  Mathematicks  appointed  to  refbrhi  the 
Chinefe  Aftronomy,  and  expell'd  the  A£d>ometans  who 
had  pollels'd  thble  Employments  during  three  Ages : 
By  a  very  extraordinary  Favour  he  permitted  him  to 

}>reicnt  his  Petitions  into  his  own  Hands,  without 
ending  them  thro*  the  Tribunals,  according  to  the 
cftablilh*d  Cuftom  j  and  this  remarkable  Favour  con* 
tributed  greatly  to  the  Advancement  of  Religion,  for 
loon  after  two  fine  Churches  were  built  at  Peking  by 
the  Authority  and  Prpteftion  of  the  Emperor. 

The  thirty- third  Year  of  the  Cycle  the  firfl  Em- 
bafly  of  the  Great  Duke  of  Mufcovy  arrived  at  Pe- 
kingi  but  it  was  not  favourably  received,  becaufe  the 
Ambaffador  would  not  fubmit  to  the  Chinefe  Cere- 
monies, nor  was  that  which  ca^ie  fi*om  Htdlofid  more 
fuccefsiuh 

The  thirty-third  Year  of  the  Cycfc  Tching  tching 
cong^    who  till  then  contented  hiouelf  with  making 
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little  Excurfions,  and  plundering  the  Coafts  of  CU^ 
nay  came  and  bcfieg'd  Nan  king  with  300D  Ships : 
A  pretty  young  Cbinefe  being  Viceroy  of  the  City 
and  Province,  a  Council  of  War  was  held,  and  the 
'Tariar  Chief  declared,  That  the  City  could  not  be 
defended  unlefs  the  Inhabitants  were  dcftroy*d,  who 
were  very  huoierous  -,  this  Pfopofal  was  receiv*d  with 
Horror* by  the  Viceroy,  Tou  muft  begin  this  Butchery 
on  me^  fays  he,  if  ycu  cannot  otherwife  fave  the  City : 
This  Anfwer  ftopt  the  Tartar's  Mouth,  and  fevM  thq 
Lives  of  the  Citizens. 

The  twentieth  Day  of  the  Siege  there  w«re  great 
Rejoicings  in  the  Camp  of  the  Befiegers,  on  account 
of  the  Birth- Day  of  their  General,  and  the  Feftival 
held  three  whole  Days,  which  were  fpent  ih  Rafting  and 
all  manner  of  Divcrfions ;  Ac  Bcfieged  fallying  out 
at  Midnight  -with  great  Silence,  and  finding  their  Ene- 
mies overcome  with  Skep  and  Wine,  attacked  them, 
and  flew  near  3000,  forcing  the  reft  to  fly  to  their 
.  Ships,  abandoning  their  Ci^mp,  Baggage  and  Provi- 
i.ons  to  the  Conquerors,  -  ' 

Tcbing  tching  cong^  feeking  to  repair  Qiis  Lofi  a9 
foon  as  poflible,  faiPd  to  engage  the  Tartar  Fleet,, 
and  coming  up  with  it,  afttt*  an  obftinate  Fight  he 
lunk  and  took  feveml  Tartar  Veflels,  pat  the  reft  to 
flight,  and  took  4000  Prifoners,  whom  he  fet  on 
Shore  after  he  had  cut  off  their  Nofes  and  Ears. 

The  Tartar  could  not  bear  the  Sight  of  this  difinal 
Speftacle,  and  as  their  hideous  Countenances  were  s^ 
conftant  Mark  of  their  Defeat,,  they  were  all  put 
%o  death  by  the  Emperor^s  Order. 

After  this  Viftory  Tcbing  tching  cong  thought  of 
fecuring  a  Retreat,  and  pitch'd  upon  the  Ifland  of 
Formojay  which  was  poflcfe'd  by  the  Dutch ;  he  be- 
iiegM  it  by  Sea  ana  Land,  and  after  four  Months 
Rcfiflance  the  Befiegpd  were  obliged  to  furrcnr 
dcr  for  want  of  Provifions :  Here  he  eftablifli'd 
his  new  Government,    but  did  not   enjoy  it  long. 

for 
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fcr  die  following  Year  he  dyM,  and  left  it  to  his 
Son. 

Tong  Items  the  only  furvivingPeribn  that  could  difturb 
^  ncul^  Conqueror,  who  ftill  kept  the  Title  of  Em- 
peror, tho'  he  was  driven  out  of  Chtna^  and  had  taken 
Refoge  in  the  l^ingdom  of  Pegu^  which  borders  on 
the  Province  oiTun  nan  \  the  Court  fent  fonie  Troops 
with  threatning  Letters  to  the  King  o(  PegUy  which 
enjoin'd  him  to  deliver  up  the  fugitive  Prince. 

He  was  immediately  given  up,  with  his  whole  Fa- 
mily, to  the  Tartars  J  who  carry'd  him  to  the  Capi- 
tal, where  he  was  ftranglcd  ;  the  two  Queens,  his  Mo- 
ther and  Wife,  were  fent  to  Peking^  wliere  they  had 
cadh  a  fcparate  Palace,  and  were  honourably  treated, 
and  where  they  always  prefcrv*d  their  firft  Adherence 
to  the  Faith. 

The  lame.  Year,  being  the  third  of  the  Cycle,  was 
fetal  to  the  Emperor,  by  the  violent  Paflion  whidi  he 
entertained  for  the  Wife  of  a  young  Tartar  Lord; 
whom  he  had  fecn  with  the  Emprefs  ;  this  .Lady  in- 
formed her  Husband  of  the  Prince's  SoUicitations,  up- 
on which  the  Husband  gave  her  Inftruftions  jiow  to 
behave,  and  this  (he  told  again  to  the  Lover,  either 
thro*  Simplicity  or  Defign :  Chun  tcbiy  who  was  in- 
tircly  govcrn'd  by  his  Paflion,  fent  for  this  Lord,  and 
on  pretence  rf.his  having  ncglefted  the  Bufinels  of 
his  Pbft  gave  him  a  Box  on  the  Ear :  The  Tartar 
could  not  furvive  this  Outrage,  but  died  of  Grief  the 
third  Day, 

The  Emperor  immediately  after  marry'd  the  Wi- 
dow, and  made  her  Queen,  and  had  a  Son  by  her, 
whole  Birth  was  celebrated  with  Pomp  and  Magnifir 
cence;  but  this  Child  lived  but  three  Months,  and 
his  Mother  followed  him  foon  after  to  the  Grave : 
The  Emperor  was  inconfolable  for  this  Lofi,  and 
made  thirty  Men  kill  themfclves  to  appeafc  her  Manes^ 
which  Ceremony  the  Cbinefe  look*d  upon  with  Hor- 
ror, and  which  his  SuccefTor  took  care  to  aboliih. 
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He  order'd  the  Grandce$  of  the  Court,  and,  the 
Minifters  of  the  Enipire  to  go  into  Mourning  for  a 
Month,  and  the  common  People  for  three  Days,  as  if 
ihe  had,  been  Emprefs:  After,  the.  Body  was  burnt 
pn  a  Funcnal-Pile  he  gathqr'd  up'  her  Afhes  binrfelf, 
and  with  ftreaming  ^£yes  incWd  them  in  a  filver 
yrn  :  He  then  devoted  himf^lf  to  the  Bonzes,  and  the 
Worfhip  of  their  Idols,  which  he  had  hitherto  treated 
with  Contempt,^  and  in  a  few  Days  this  unhappy 
Prince  was  reduced  to  the  laft  Extremity.  Father 
4d^nk  had  often  made  ftrpng  Rcmonftranccs,  which 
this  Prince  looK'd  ijpon  as  the  Effed  of  his  Lx)Ve, 
but  they  were  ineffcaual ;  however  in  this  melancho- 
ly Sitqatipn  he  refplv'd  to  mJ^kc  anpthcr  Effort ;  and 
tne  prince  receiv*d  him  in  a  friendly  manner,  heard 
him  patiently,  but  forbid  him  to  kn^l,  made 
him  drink  Toa,  and  fent  him  away. 

After  th^  Father  was  gone  he  ordcr'd  four  Xx>rdt 
of  die  Court  to  draw  near,  and  in  their  Prefencc  he 
reproach'd.himfelf  for  neglefting  the  Government  of 
his  Dominions,  for  his  little  Regard  to  thofc  who  had 
ferv*d  him  faithfiilly,  for  defpifing  the  Counfel  pf  his 
Mother,  for  his  Avarice  and  idle  Expences  m  vain 
Curiofities,  for  his  Affeftion  to  the  Eunuchs,  his  ex-r 
ccffive  Paffipn  for  the  dcceafcd  Queen,  %nd  the  Trou- 
bles he  had  made  his  People  undergo ;  after  this  he 
declared  them  Tutors  of  his  youngeft  Son  Cang  in^ 
who  was  but  eight  Years  old  (  then  cloathing  himfelf 
in  the  Imperial  Mantle,  he  faid.  Now  I  leaveyou^ 
and  expir- d  the  ^me  Inftant,  about  Midnight,  aged 
eighty  Years. 

The  next  Morning  all  the  Bonzes  were  expelled  the 
Court,  and  the  Body  of  the  Eniperor  was  inclos'd  in 
a  magnificent  Coffin :  The  Day  after  Cang  hi  a- 
fcended  the  Throne,  and  received  the  Ho^nage  pf 
'4II  ph?  Grandees  pf  the  Empire, 


C^ 


China,  CHiNESE-TARTAky,  ^c,       489 

*  *       ■ 

Gang  hi,  the  Second  Emperor ^  reigned  fixty  Tears. 

A  S  in  the  Courfe  of  this  Work  we  have  men- 
tioned at  large  the  great  Qualities  and  Merit  of  thi9 
famous  Emperor,  whofe  Name  is  refpeded  in  all  the 
j£aft,  and  has  deferv*d  the  Regard  of  all  Europe^  no- 
thing remains  in  this  Place  but  to  relate  the  principal 
Events  of  his  Reign  in  a  Chronological  Method. 

The  AdmiDiftration  of  the  Four  Tutors  was  not  at- 
tended with  any  great  Troubles;  the  firft  Ufe 
they  made  of  their  Authority  was  in  beheading  the 
principal  Eunuch,  who  had  been  the  Author  of  the 
former  Misfortunes,  and  driving  from  the  Palace 
4000  Eunuchs,  retaining  only  looo  to  be  employM 
in  the  meaneft  Offices.  Soon  after  an  Edid  was  pub« 
li(h*d,  which  ordain*d  all  thole  in  the  fix  Provinces, 
who  inhabit  the  Sca-coaft,  on  pain  of  Death  to  leayc 
their  Dwellings,  and  to  fettle  themfclves  three  Leagues 
from  the  Sea  j  in  Purfuance  of  which  they  dcmolifh'd 
all  their  Cities,  Forts,  and  Maritime  Towns,  and  all 
Trading  by  Sea  was  abfolutcly  forbid. 

By  this  means  the  Power  of  this  formidable  Enemy 
was  weakned,  who  was  become  Matter  of  the  Sea, 
but  an  infinite  number  of  Families,  who  liv*d  on  the 
Fifhing-Trade,  were  reduced  to  Want :  A  great  ma- 
ny Churches  were  alfo  deftroy'd,  as  well  as  the  Idol 
Temples,  and  the  City  of  Macao  would  have  lhar*d 
0ie  fame  Fate,  if  Father  Adam  had  not  fdlicited  for 
its  Safety,  and  employed  all  his  Credit  to  exempt  it 
from  the  general  Law. 

In  the  Year  Forty-one  Tang  quang  ften^  a  Man  of 
Letters,  prefcntcd  a  Petition  to  the  Regents  fijU  of 
die  inoft  horrid  Calumnies  againfl  Religion,  and  the 
Miffionaries,  of  whom  Father  Jdam  was  look'd  up- 
on as  the  IJead ;  he  and  three  of  his  Companions 
were  loaded  with  nine  Chains,  and  dragg'd  before 
feveral  Tribunals,  where  they  underwent  very  long 
gnd  iQQrtifjring  Interrogatories,  their  Books  of  De- 
votion, 
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vocion^  their  Ghaplcts,  dieir  Medals  were  looked  up- 
on as  fecret  Marks,  by  which  thofe  in  the  Confpi- 
riK7  \9ctie  fuppoTdd  to  know  each  other,  and  thefe 
Symbols  of  Chriitian  iPiiety  were  ordered  to  be  burnt : 
Howevtr  they  wei^  forbid  to  per^aite  the  Chriftikns^ 
to  t)rofane  thetr  Churches,  and  their  Sacred  Images. 

Tht  Ibllownig  Year  Fadier  ^idam  was  condi^ned 
to  be  ftrangled,  but  this  Sa^tence  was  aiterwards  re- 
voked, and  they  condemned  him  to  be  cut,  while 
livkig,  into  ten  thoufand  Pieces.  Thl^  is  the  greateft 
Puniflimcnt  they  fevtr  inflift  for  the  rnoft  horrid  Crime: 
This  Sentence  was  cairied  to  the  Princes  of  the  Blood, 
snd  to  the  Regents  f&T  Gonfirtnation,  but  as  often  as 
they  attempted  to  read  it  ia  dreadM  Earthquake  di- 
Iperfed  the  Afiembly.  '       ■    \ 

The  Confternation  was  fo  ^eat  diat  they  granted  a 
g^erai  Pardon  j  all  the  Priloners  "w&t  releafed,  ex- 
cept Father  Adam^  and  he  did  not  get  his  Liberty  till 
ik,  Month  afterwards,  when  the  Royal  Palace  was  con- 
iinned  by  the  Flames ;  all  the  Miflionaries  Were  ba« 
nilhed  to  Canton^  except  four  who  w^e  retained  at 
Gburt  -,  there  were  reckcmed  amo^g  t^ie  Batiifhed  three 
Religk)us  of  Saint  Domini^uif^,  'ohe  Frdffcifiafi^  tfnd 
twenty-one  JefuHs. 

The  fifteenth  of  Augufiy  in  the  lattic  Ifeai-,  Fathd* 
Adam  Scbual  died,  at  the  Age  of  fevtoty-fcveh  Years, 
whereof  he  had  foent  forty-feven  in  the  Labour^  of 
an  Apcftolical  Life :  The  fenperor  afterwards  detfafed 
his  InniOcence,  and  honoured  him  iit^ith  an  Ehgium^ 
and  feveral  Titles  of  Honour. 

The  forty^hird  Yeai-  of  the  Cytfe  happen^  the 
I>eath  of  Sony^  the  Chidf  <^  the  fdir  Regents  erf*  thfe 
Empire,  at  which  timfe  the  ybung  Emperor  took 
the  Government  of  his  Dominions  mto  his  <ywn  Hands, 
ind  foon  gaVe  great  Hopes  of  that  extraoWinary  Re^ 
putation,  which  he  afterwards  acquired  in  the  Sekjuel  of 
a  Reign  the  moft  flburilhinj^  that  ever  happened* 
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Smi  ta  ma^  who  had  t&e  gfettdd  Credit  of  the  foiif 
Jlegents,  andi  who  was  the  moR  cruel  Enemy  ai  Ckti^ 
itiahity,  had  twenty  Articles  of  Acciiiadon  bit>o^ 
^ainft  him,  his  Ooodi  were  confiicuxid,  he  was  load^ 
ed  with  Irons,  and  condemned  to  the  moft  cruel  Fu^ 
iiiihqient,  but  the  Emperor  mitigated  the  Rigour  of- 
fals Sentence,  and  Jie  was  only  ftrangled;  ftvcn  of 
his  Children  or  Grandchildren,  and  l^s  third  Son  werfe 
cot  into  feveral  Pieces. 

In  the  forty-fifth  Year  of  the  Cycle  ah  Etttb^dot 

.from  the  King  of  Portu^l  came  t6  Court,  who  wak 

received  with  Honour,  and  did  ncn:  a  littlb  contribute 

to  eftablifli  the  Portugu^fe  Nation  in  the  PoifeBlon  rf 

the  Cky  of  Macao. 

The  following  Year  Father  Ferdinand  Verlneft  wafi 
Ordered,  by  the  Emperor,  to  examine  and  put  in  wric- 
ipg  all  the  Faults  of  the  Cbinefe  Calendar  made  by 
ikng  quangfien^  who  h^  taken  Father  yfa?^w«'s  Platfei 
and  who  had  e^tafperated  the  Grandees,  the  Bonzes^ 
and  the  Mahometans,  igainft  the  Chriftian  Religion^ 
The  Faults  were  enormous,  gnd  jnany  in  number  \ 
inibmuch  that  Tang  quam  ften  was  deprived  of  hk 
Office,  degraded  of  liis  tioftour,  and  tt^  condemned 
to  Death :  Howevfer  the  Emperor  was  iatisfied  with  ba^ 
niihing  him  into  his  own  Country,  where  he  wtis  feared 
arrived  but  he  died  of  a  peftilcntial  Uker* 

The  P«?^^  Ferbiefi  hccim)G  Prcfidcnt  of  the  Tribunal 
of  the  Mathematicks,  and  £6  far  gained  the  Efteem 
of  the  Emperor,  as  to  teach  him  the  Mathematical 
Sciences  fdr  the  Space  rif  five  Months. 

The  Father  made  ufc  of  this  Opportunity  to  pre- 
fcnt  a  Petition  to  the  Ertiperor,  in  which  he  expofed 
the  Calumnies  that  bad  been  publiihed  ag^inft  the 
Chriftian  Faith,  and  the  Injuftices  which  had  beeri 
done,  under  Prttence  of  his  Authority,  to  the  Preach- 
ers of  the  Gofpel.  They  fpent  feven  Days  in  exa- 
mining the  Allegations  before  a  General  Aflembly  of 
the  Nfandarins,    after  Which  it  was  cfeclared,  That 
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the  Chrifttan  Religi<m  taught  nothing  that  was  evi], 
nor  that  tended  to  Sedition :  An  Imperial  £dl<9:  re- 
c^led  the  banifliM  Miflionarits,  neverthelefs  .  f<»-bid- 
diiig  them  to  build  any  more  Churches,  and  the  CIA' 
mfi  to  taixzct  the  Chriftian  Faith. 

In  the  fiftieth  Year  of  the.  Cycle  Ou  fan  guey^ 
!who  had  introduced  the  Tartars  into  the  Empire  to 
iuppreis  the  Rebellion,  endeavoured  to  deliver  his 
Country  from  their  Tyranny :  The  Emperor  invited 
him  to  Court,  but  his  Anfwer  was  to  the  Deputies,' 
'That  be  would  not  appear  tbere^  unlefs  in  the  Compaty 
^f  80000  Men^  by  which  means  his  Defign  was 
made  publick. 

He  had  already  made  himfelf  Mafter  of  the  Pro- 
vinces of  Tun  nauy  Se  tcbuen^  Koei  tcbeou^  and  part  of 
Hm  quango  and,  which  is^  a  Mark  of  the  Imperial 
Authority^  he  ient  the  Cbine/e  Calendar  to  the  Tribu- 
tary Princes  his  Neighbours,  and  among  the  reft  to 
the  King  of  T$fig  king :  Both  he  and  the  reft  refuied  to 
receive  it,  and  fent  it  back  to  the  Emperor :  The 
eldeft  Son  of  Ou  fan  guey^  who  was  then  at  Court, 
was  beheaded. 

Soon  after  the  Kings  of  Fo  kien  and  ^ang  tong 
revolted,  and  the  Prince  of  Formofa  joined  himfelf  to 
them :  It  had  been  over  with  the  Tartars  if  all  the& 
Princes  had  aded  in  Concert,  in  behalf  of  the  com- 
mon Caufe,  but  they  were  divided  by  Jealoufies :  The 
Prince  of  Formofa^  thinking  himielf  not  honourably 
treated  by  the  King  of  Fo  kien^  declared  War  againft 
him,  defeated  bim  in  feveral  Bs^tles,  and  forced  him 
to  fubmit  to  the  Emperor :  The  King  of  ^ang  tongj 
for  a  like  reafoi^of  Diftrontent,  broke  the  Treaty  which 
he  had  made  with  Oufan  guey^  and  put  his  Province 
into  the  Hands  of  the  Tartan. 

The  Court  fent  feveral  Armies,  commanded  by  Tar- 
tarian Princes,  into  the  Provinces  of  Hou  quango  Tcbe 
kiangy  Fo  kien,  ^ang  tong^  and  ^ang  ft^  to  reduce 
the  reft  that  refined  to  acknowledge  his  Authority. 

How- 
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However  6u  fan  guey  died  in  the  fiftyJixth  Year  of 
the  Cycle  in  a  good  old  Age,  and  his  youngcft  Son 
Hcng  boa  was  proclaimed  Emperor.  / 

The  fccond  of  Septembir^  m  the  fame  Year,  there 
was  a  dreadful  Earthquake' at  Peking  v  a  great  many 
Palaces  and  Temples,  and  the  Towers  aind  Walls  of  the 
City  were  overthrown,  which  buried  more  than  400 
Pcirons  in  the  Ruins :  There  were  mott  than  30000' 
that  perifhed  in  the  neighbouring  City  Tong  ubeouj 
and  as  the  Shocks  were  perceived  from  time  to  time 
for  the  Space  of  three  Months,  the  Emperor,  the 
Princes,  and  the  Nobility,  quitted  their  Palaces,  and- 
dwelt  in  Tents ;  the  Emperor  bellowed  large  Sums 
for  the  Encouragement  and  Afliftance  of  the  People. 

The  laft  Month  of  the  fame  Year  the  Royal  Pa- 
lace was  all  in  Flames,  and  in  a  few  Hours  time  it  was 
reduced  to  Afhes  ;  its  faid  that  the  Lofs  amounted  to 
2850000  Taels. 

Four  Days  after  this  Accident  the  Emperor  let  out 
to  take  the  Diverlion  of  Hunting  at  his  Pleafure- 
Houle,  and  perceiving  at  a  diftance  the  magnificent 
Monument,  which  his  Father  had  eretfted  to  the  Ho- 
nour of  the  laft  Chinefe  Emperor,  he  went  to  it,  and 
•fter  having  proftratcd  himfclf  on  the  Ground,  and 
burnt  Inccnfe,  Tou  know^  great  Emperor^  laid  he, 
burfting  into  Tears,  it  was^not  we^  hut  your  rebellious 
SubjeEls  who  were  the  Caufe  of  your  Death. 

Altho*  the  King  of  the  Province  of  ^ang  tong  had 
fubmitted  to  the  Government  of  the  Tartars^  his 
Conduft  was  not  the  lefs  fufpefted  at  Court,  be- 
caule  he  had  an  enterprizing  Spirit,  and  was  very 
powerfiil  by  the  Trade  that  he  carried  on,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  Emperor's  Prohibition,  with  the  Spaniards 
and  Dutch, 

The  fifty-feventh  Year  of  the  Cycle  he  received  Or- 
ders to  march  his  Army  againft  the  Rebels  of  the 
Provmce  of  S^uang  ft :  This  Army  being  divided  in- 
to feveral  Bodies,  as  Neceffity  required,  they  had  the  • 
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Running  to  perfuade  him  to  return  to  his  Palace  in 
t)ie  Province  of  ^am  toi^.  A  litclef  time  after  he  w^ 
vifited  by  two  Giandees  of  tne  Court,  who  on  the 
ninth  of  Q^obsr^  early  in  the  Monjii^,  prefented  him 
ivith  a  (liken  Halcer,  yntji  (he  Emptror^s  Ordier  tQ 
firwgie  himfelf  ui  if.  i  c^ic  hundred  and  twelve  oi 
his  Accoipplicie^  anioi^  whom  were  throe  of  his  Bro* 
thers,  were  beheaded,  aiKl  his  great  Riches  were  divided 
amongfl;  his  other  Brothers)  whereof  one  was  Son-in- 
law  to  the  Emperor. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  £une  Year  fbme  reverend 
jfygufiiM^  Fathers,  being-  arrived  at  Macao  from  the 
PWippins^  entered  happily  into  China.  The  follow- 
ing Year  the  King  of  Fo  kien^  who  in  the  time  of  his 
Revolt  was  treatol  with  Cohtcnipt  by  the  Emperor's 
faithful  Mandarins,  was  capitally  punifhed,  and  his 
Body  caft  to  the  Dogs  \  his  Brothers,  dxo*  innocent, 
were  beheaded. 

In  die  mean  time  the  Tartars  poflefled  themfelyes 
of  the  Capital  qf  Tun  nan ;  Hang  boa^  who  had  been 
declared  Emperor,  prevented  the  Puniihment  defign- 
ed  for  him,  by  killing  himfelf  ^  they  dug  up  the  Bones 
of  his  Father  Ou  fan  guey^  and  carried  them  to  Piking^ 
part  of  which  were  expofed  with  Marks  of  Infamy  on 
Stakes,  tht  other  part  were  reduced  to  Afhes  and  Scat- 
tered in  the  Wind. 

,The  fame  Year,  being,  the  fifty-eighth  of  the  Cycle, 
and  of  our  Lx>rd  1681,  was  the  jooth  fince  thcMif- 
fionaries  of  the  Society  of  Jefus  had  carried  the  Light 
of  the  Chriftian  Faith  into  China. 

The  fifty-ninth  Year  the  Emperor,  having  happily 
.  fubdued  the  fifteen  Provinces  of  China^  and  eftablifhed 
Peace  throughout  his  whole  Empire,  took  a  Refo- 
lution  to  go  and  vifit  his  Country  and  the  Tombs  of 
his  AnceftcH-s :  He  {^  out  for  Eafiern  Tartary  t^e 
twenty-third  of  March,  accompanied  with  the  Prince 
his  Heir  apparent,  his  three  Queens,  his  Great  Lords 
and  principal  Mandarins,  and  widi  an  Army  of  about 
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$0000  Men :  He  alfo  took  with  hi^n  Pere  VerhUfiy  who 
was  always  near  his  Perfon  ;  apci  in  the  fiftieth  and  \a& 
Year  of  the  Cycle,  he  n)ade  a.  fccond  Journey  into 
Wefiern  "Tartary^  with  a  greater  Train,  ami  a  inc«. 
numerous  Army.  This  Cuftom  wasi  continued  crejy 
Year,  and.  he  fpent  feveral  Months,  in  the  ^S^tx^)£% 
of  Hunting  duripg  his  Stay  in  fartary. 

The  third  Year  of  this  new  Cycle  ^cbitig  cbe/an^  Cyck  6S. 
the  Grandfpn  of  the  famous  Pirate   who  had  taken  ^^  ^^'^ 
the  Ifland  of  Formofa  from  the  Hollanders j  was  ohlig^tl.  '^^^ 
to  replace  it  in  the  Hands  of  the  Emperor,  and  to. 
furrcnder  hinifelf  at  Peking^  where  he  was  dignified 
with  the  Title  of  Count. 

The  fourth  Year  of  the  Cycle  five  new  French  Mif-t 
fipnaries  arrived  at  P eking j  the  fcventh  of  Fetbru^fcy ; 
they  embarked  at  Breji  in  March  i6Hs.» 

L  X  w  I  s  the  fourteenth  of  glorious  Memory,^  who 
was  poflcfled  of  fo  many  Hcroick  Virtues,,  by  which, 
hp  nierited  the  Name  of  Granp,  joined  to  the  great-. 
eft  Zeal  for  the  Propiagation  of  the  Faith,  had  ho- 
noured thefe  Fathers  with  the  Tide  of  his  Mathema- 
ticians, and  had  gratified  them  with  fetded  Salaries 
and  magnificent  Prefcnts. 

They  had  not  the  Confolation  to  fee  Father  Verbiefi^ 
to  whom  their  Permiffion  to  enter  into  China,  was 
owing :  This  Apoftolical  Man  died  the  twcitty-fevcnth . 
of  January^  univerfally  lamented  by  the  Emperor,. 
Grandees,  and  the  People  •,  Pere  Grimaldi  was  named . 
to  fupply  his  Place,  and  the  Emperor  refcrved  the  Peres 
GervUlon  and  Bovett  out  of  the  five  that  were,  newly 
arrived  for  his  Court. 

The  following  Year  the  Peres  GerhiUon  and  Pereyra 
had  Ordets,  from  the  Emperor,  to  accompany  the  Chi- 
nefe  Ambafladors  into  Tarlary^  who  went  to  fettle  with 
the  Mufcovite  Plcnipotendaries  the  Limits  of  the  two 
Empires. 

China  enjoyed  a  profound  Peace,  which  was  owing 
to  the  Wiidom  and  fuperior  Skill  of  the  Emperor : 
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The  indefatigable  Application  of  this  Great  Prince  to 
all  the  Affairs  of  State,  his  Equity  and  Penetration  in 
the  Choice  of  proper  Pcrfons  to  fill  the  Chief  Offices, 
his  Frugality,  and  Hatred  to  Luxury  with  refpeft  to 
himfelf,  joined  with  his  Profufenefs  and  MagnUicence 
with  reference  to  his  Dominions ;  hisTendernefs  to  his 
People,  and  Rcadinefs  to  aflift  them,  his  Steadinefs  in 
the  irigorous  Execution  of  the  Law,  his  continual 
Watchfulnefs  over  the  ConduA  of  his  Viceroys  and 
Governors,  and  the  abfolute  Government  that  he  had 
over  himfelf ;  all  thefe  things  put  together,  kept  up  a 
regular  Subordination  in  all  the  Members  of  this  vaft 
Empire,  without  which  nothing  is  more  common 
than  Trouble  and  Confuiion. 

Tho'  this  Prince  was  fo  much  taken  up  with  the 
.  Government  of  the  Empire,  he  found  flifficient  Lei- 
fure  for  Application  to  the  Sciences,  for  which  he  had 
a  Tafte  and  a  particular  Genius :  He  was  not  con- ' 
tented  with  the  Cbinefe  Learning,  in  which  he  was 
very  well  verfcd ;  but  was  defirous  of  being  inftruft- 
ed  in  the  European  Sciences,  namely  Geometry,  Al- 
gebra, Natural  Philofbphy,  Aftronomy,  Phyfick,  and 
Anatomy :  The  feres  GerbilloHy  Bavett^  and  Thomas^ 
imployed  leveral  Years  in  turning  their  Lectures  into 
the  Tartarian  Language,  and  in  explaining  them  twice 
a  day,  either  at  Peking^  or  his  Pleafurc-Houfc :  He 
was  likewife  defirous  that  Pere  Gerbillon  fiiould  attend 
on  him  in  all  his  Journies  into  Tartaty^ 

As  the  Chriftian  Religion  was  only  tolerated  in 
Cbina^  it  was  not  fi-ee  from  Perfecution  in  fome  of  the 
Provinces,  there  was  one  very  cruel  in  the  Province 
oftcbe  kiang :  The  Fathers,  who  were  at  Court,  prefent- 
cd  a  Petition  to  the  Emperor,  and  after  great  Con- 
teftations  on  the  Part  of  the  Tribunals,  they  at  length 
obtained,  by  the  Proreftion  ot  the  Prince  So  fan^  a 
Relation  of  the  Emperor,  an  Edicft  in  favour  of  it, 
and  permitted  its  free  Excrcife  throughout  the  Empire, 
This  Edift  was  obtained  the  ninth  Year  of  the  Cycle 
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of  our  Lord  1692,  and  the  thirty-firft  of  the  Reign 
of  Gang  My  which  was  confirmed  the  twenty-fecond  of 
Marcby  and  publiftied  foon  after  in  all  the  Provinces. 

So  fignal  a  Favour  was  fome  time  after  followed 
by  another,  which  we  ftarce  durfl  hope  for  ;  the  Em- 
peror granted  to  the  Peres  Gerhillon  and  Bovet  a  large  ^ 
Spot  of  Ground  within  the  Walls  of  his  own  Palace, 
for  the  Building  of  a  Houfe  and  Church,  and  even  fur- 
niihed  them  with  Money,  as  alfo  a  great  part  of  the 
Materials,  appointing  Mandarins  to  be  Overfeers  of 
the  Work  :  In  four  Years  all  was  finiftied,  and  in  the 
nineteenth  Year  of  the  Cycle,  that  is  to  fay  1702, 
the  Church  was  opened  and  folcmnly  confecrated. 

The  twenty-fixth  Year  of  the  Cycle  was  remarkable 
for  a  very  uncommon  Event  •,  the  fecond  Son  of  the  Em- 
peror, who  was  appointed  his  Succcflbr,  and  was  almoft 
equal  with  him,  was  all  of  a  fudden  depofed,  and  loaded 
with  Irons,  and  his  Children  and  principal.  Officers 
were  involved  in  the  fame  Misfortune :  Likewife  an 
Aftrologer,  who  had  predifted  that  if  this  Prince  was 
hot  Emperor  in  a  particular  Year  he  never  would  at- 
tdn  that  Dignity,  was  condemned  to  be  cut  in  a  thou- 
fand  Pieces ;  the  publick  News- Papers  were  filled  with 
Inveftives  againft  the  Condud:  of  the  Prince,  whofe 
Life  they  examined  even  from  his  very  Infancy: 

Soon  after  his  Innocence  was  made  to  appear,  and 
'twas  known  that  his  elder  Brother,  to  render  the 
younger*s  Loyalty  fulpefted,  had  recourfe  to  Ma- 
gick  by  the  Alfiftance  of  certain  Lamas^  who  arc 
skilfiil  in  things  of  that  nature :  Thefc  Lamas  were 
put  to  death,  the  eldeft  Son  was  condemned  to  per-r 
pctual  Impriforiment,  and  the  Prince  his  Brother 
was  re-eftabliflied  in  the  Quality  of  Heir  apparent: 
There  were ,  publick  Rejoicings  on  this  occafion,  and 
a  Comedy  was  afted  for  fome  time,  drawn  from  An- 
cient Hiftory,  that  alluded  to  this  Event :  But  this 
Re-eftablilhment  was  not  lafting,  for  afterwards  he 
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was  deprived  of  his  Titles,  and  the  Prerogatives  of  his 
Rank,  for  real  Confpiracies  againft  his  Father. 

The  thirtieth  Year  of  the  Cycle,  that  is  to  fay  in 
1710,  my  Lord  the  Cardinal  le  Tournon^  Apoftoli- 
ca*l  Legate,  died  at  Macao  the  eighth  of  June^  at  the 
Age  of  fort yr one,  of'  a  Diftemper  which  had  like  to 
have  killed  him  at  Ponticbery,  and  afterwards  at 
Nan  king,  from  whence  he  travelled  to  the  Empe- 
ror's Court,  to  which  he  was  fent  by  the  Pope  to 
put  an  End  to  the  Difputes  which  had  rifen  amongft 
the  Miffionaries. 

The  thirty- feventh  Year  of  the  Cycle,  17 17,  a 
Tjbng  pingy  or  Mandarin  of  War,  whofeName  was 
ftchin  mao,  prefented  a  Petition  to  the  Emperor  full 
of  Inveftives  and  Calumnies  againft  the  Chriftian 
Religion,  and  the  Preachers  thereof,  inventing  the  moft 
horrid  Crimes  under  pretence  of  Watchfulnefs  over 
the  publick  Tranquillity,  which,  as  he  faid,  was 
ready  to  be  broke  in  upon  at  home  by  the  Miffi- 
onaries  and  their  Difciples,  and  from  without  by  the 
Europeans  who  trade  to  China. 

They  were  aftonifh*d  when  they  found  that  this 
Petition  was  referred  to  the  Tribunals  for  Exami-. 
nation,  and  that  the  Emperor  confirmed  their  De- 
cree, which  revived  two  Edifts,  one  of  the  eighth 
Year  of  Cang  hi,  which  prohibited  the  Building  of 
Churches,  and  embracing  the  Chriftian  Faith  ;  the 
other  of  the  forty-fifth  Year,  wherein  it  is  ordained, 
that  every  European  fliall  receive  an  Imperial  Patent, 
wherein  fhall  be  mentioned  his  Country,  his  Reli- 
gious Order,  the  Time  he  hath  been  in  China,  and 
a  Promifc  of  his  never  returning  to  Europe  any  more. 
Father  Farinin,  with  two  other  Miflionaries,  went 
-  and  threw  themfelves  at  the  Emperor's  Feet,  but  all 
the  Anfwer  they  could  gain  was,  that  none  were 
prohibited  to  preagh  the  Gofpel  but  thofe  who  had 
■  not  received  their  Patents. 

The 


China,  Chines e-Tarta^y,  ^r.         499 

Tte  Year  following  happened  the  Dcceafc  of  the 
Emperor's  Mother  on  the  eleventh  of  JhfiUary^^  and 
the  whole  Empire  went  into  deep  Mourning  for  for- 
ty Days.  The  Mandarins,  and  even  the  Sons  of 
the  Emperor,  went  to  fleep  without  putting  off  theii* 
Cloaths ;  all  the  Mandarins  on  horfeback  with  white 
Garments  and  a  fmall  Train,  went  for  three  Days 
^together  to  perform  the.  ufual  Ceremonies  before  the 
Monument  of  the  deceafed  Emprefs  :  The  Tribunals 
were  fhut  up  while  the  Mourning  lafted,  and  red 
Silk  was  prohibited,  for  which  reafon  it  was  takeni 
out  of  every  one's  Cap,  as  well  as  all  other  Orna- 
ments. 

The  fame  Year  the  firriperdr  was  attaclc'd  with  l 
Diftcmper  which  gave  a  general  Alarm,  efpccially 
an  account  of  his  Defigri  of  not  choofing,  for  a  Silc- 
ceflbr,  any  of  his  Childi-en,  but  a  Prince  of  the  Dy- 
naftv  of  Tuefiy  of  which  Houfe  there  was  yet  left 
more  than  a  thoufand. 

One  of  the  Chief  Mandarins  cailfed  his  Son  to  pre- 
fent  a  Memorial,  wherein  he  refpedfully  Ihewed  of 
how  great  Importance  it  was  for  the  Repofe  of  the 
Empire  to  name  his  fecond  Son  for  his  Heir  i  The 
Emperor  was  enraged  at  this  Remonfttancc,  yet  par- 
doned him  who  prefented  it,  becaufe  it  \<^as  in  Obe- 
dience to  his  Father,  but  gave  Orders  that  the  Fa- 
ther fhould  be  put  to  Death  5  this  Example  of  Seve- 
rity ftopt  the  Mouth  of  all  the  Gfandces,  whp  durft 
not  fo  much  as  mention  a  Succeffor  any  more. 

The  fortieth  Year  of  the  Cycle,  1720,  they  learnt 
at  Court  the  agreeable  News  of  the  Chinefe  Troops 
having  gained  a  complete  Viftory  oVer  their  Enemy 
Tfe  vang  Raptan^  King  of  the  Eluths^  who  occupied 
the  Country  of  the  Lamas ^  and  ravaged  it  for  the 
Space  of  four  Years^  together,  by  which  means  Thibet 
was  in  the  Poffeffion  of  the  vicflorious  Army. 

Tho*  this  Conqueft  was  at  fome  Diftance  from  the 
Confines  of  Cbina^  the   Corrfequerice  of  it  was  not 
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fmall,  becaufe  the  Emperor  had  the  finifliing  of  this 
War  much  at  heart,  and  all  the  Grandees  congra- 
tulated him  upon  it. 

The  eleventh  oijune^  in  the  lame  Year,  there  was 
an  Earthquake  at  Peking  at  nine  in  the  Morning, 
which  lafted  two  Minutes  ;  the  Shocks  began  again  the 
next  Day  at  half  an  hour  after  feven  in  the  Evening, 
continuing  for  about  fix  Minutes,  and  there  was  no- 
thing heard  in  the  City  but  confufod  Cries  and  Shrieks, 
at  length  it  ceafed  for  the  prefent,  tho*  there  were  ten 
other  Shocks  before  Morning,  but  not  by  far  fb  vio- 
lent as  the  former.  At  the  break  of  Day  their  Cala- 
mity did  not  appear  fo  great  as  their  Fears  had  re- 
prefcnted,  there  being  but  looo  Perfons  crulh'd  to 
Death ;  for  as  the  Streets  are  generally  broad  they 
could  place  themfelves  out  of  the  Reach  of  the  fell 
of  the  Buildings ;  yet  for  twenty  Days  afterwards 
there  were  felt  from  time  to  time  fome  flight  Shocks. 

The  twentycjecond  of  November  a  Mufcovite  Am- 
baflador  made  his  publick  Entry  into  Peking^  with  a 
great  deal  of  Pomp  and  Magnificeijce,  having  almoft 
a  hundred  Perfons  in  his  Train  moft  fplendidly.  dreft 
after  the  European  Fafliion.  The  Gendemen  on  each 
fide  the  Ambaflador  had  drawn  Swords  in  their  Hands, 
which  was  a  Sight  entirely  new  and  extraordinary. 

The  new  Legate  from  his  Holinefs  M.  Mejfahar- 
her^  who  embarked  at  Lisbon  in  a  Portuguefe  Veflel, 
arrived  at  Peking^  and  met  with  an  honourable  Re- 
ception from  the  Emperor,  After  feveral  Audiences 
he  took  his  Leave,  in  order  to  return  to  Europe^  to 
give  the  Pope  an  Account  of  what  tjae  Emperor  had 
laid,  promifing  to  raurn  to  China  as  foon  as  poflible. 
He  was  conduced  to  Canton^  where  he  ftayed  byt 
four  or  five  Days,  and  from  thence  to  Macao  withajl. 
the  Honours  due  to  his  Charafter  and  Dignity. 

The  Year  following  the  Ifland  of  Formofa  threw 
off  the  Emperor*s  Yoke,  but  was  recovered  again  in 
a  few  Months  \  the  CHnefe  belonging  to^the  Ifland, 
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affifted  by  thofc  of  Fo  kten  and  Keonu^  had  kilJ'd  all 
the  Mandarins  except  one,  and  put  ail  the  Imperial 
Troops  to  the  Sword. 

The  News  was  fpread  at  Peking^  and  the  Revolt 
was  attributed  to  the  Dutcb^  who  had  certainly  no 
hand  in  it,  and  this  doubtlefs  on  account  of  the  En- 
mity which  is  between  the  Cbinefe  and  all  Stran- 
gers, with  Dofign  to  render  the  Europeans  odious  ; 
but  there  were  great  Rejoidngs  when  they  learnt 
foon  after.  That  the  Imperial  Troops,  lately  fent 
thither,  had  entered  the  Capital  and  killed  one  part 
of  the  Rebels,  that  the  reft  were  dilperfed,  and  their 
Chief  was  fled  into  the  Mountains. 

The  forty-fecond  Year  of  the  Cycle,  1722,  in  De- 
cember^ the  Emperor  diverting  himfclf  with  hunting 
the  Tyger  was  taken  with  a  Cold  and  Shivering, 
and  immediately  gave  Orders  to  his  Train  to  return 
to  his  Pleafure-Houfe :  This  did  not  a  little  aftonifh* 
the  whole  Company,  but  they  were  not  long  igno- 
rant of  the  Caufe,  for  his  Blood  was  coagulated,  and 
no  Remedy  did  him  any  Service  :  Perceiving  himfelf 
near  his  End,  he  aflembled  all  the  Grandees,  and  ap- 
pointed his  fourth  Son  to  fucceed  him  in  the  Empire. 
He  expired  the  twentieth  of  December  about  eight  in 
the  Evening,  aged  fixty-nine  Years,  and  the  famte 
Night  his  Body  was  tranlported  to  Peking. 

Yong  Tching,  the  77nrd  Emperor^  now  reigning. 

THE  Day  after  the  Death  of  Gang  bi^  the  new 
Emperor,  aged  about  forty-five  Years,  afcended  the 
Throne  about  five  in  the  Morning,  and  affumed  the 
Name  of  Tong  tching ^  which  fignifies  Lofting  Peace^ 
and  was  acknowledged  by  all  the  Prime  Grandees, 
and  the  Mandarins  belonging  to  the  Tribunals :  He 
was  no  fooner  come  to  the  Crown  but  he  difco- 
ver*d  Signs  of  Difcontent  againft  fome  of  his  Bro- 
thers, efpecially  the  ninth,  condemning  him  to  piay 
large  Sums,  which  he  pretended  were  unlawfully  ac-^ 
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quired  during  the  Life  of  his  Father,  and  banifhcd 
him  into  Tartary^  where  he  died  foon  after  his  arri- 
val He  afterwards  recalled  Ms  fourteenth  Brother  to 
P  k  T,  who  was  at  the  Head  of  the  Chinefe  Army  •, 
lAit  h  ^  eighth  and  tenth  fell  under  his  Difpfeafure, 
and  h  placed  entire  Confidence  in  none  but  the 
thira  enth,  to  whom  he  trufted  all  the  Aiiairs  of  the 
Government.  Ac  the  fame  Time  he  imprifoncd  or 
banifhed  feveral  Piinces  and  Noblemen,  many  of 
which  protefted  the  Miffionaries,  and  by  this  means 
were  favourable  to  Chriftianity  :  Whether  this  Prince 
hath  not  the  fame  Taftc  for  Sciences  as  his  Father,  or 
whether  he  fceks  Qccafion  to  lay  afide  the  Miffiona- 
ries,  they  yet  have  received  but  few  Marks  of  his  Be* 
nevolence,  except  his  letting  them  live  in  quiet  v  one 
Italian  Jefqit  only,  an  excellent  Painter,  is  employ*d 
at  Court.  If  he  has  given  a  new  Title  of  Honour 
to  Father  Kegler^  Prefident  of  the  Tribunal  of  the 
Mathematicks,  it  was  with  no  other  View  than  that 
he  may  appear  with  Decency  in  his  Prefence,  elpe- 
cially  on  certain  Days  when  great  Ceremony  is  re- 
quired, for  it  ought  not  to  be  concluded  from  hence 
that  his  Difpofition  to  Religion  is  more  favourable. 

In  refpeft  to  Affairs  of  State  his  Application  is 
conftant,  he  is  fteady  and  refolute,  ready  to  hear 
Grievances  and  to  redrefs  them,  holds  the  Govern- 
nient  intirely  in  his  own  Hands,  infomuch  that  there 
never  was  a  more  abfolute  Monarch,  or  more  to  be 
(dreaded, 

He  was  prejudiced  againft  the  Eunpeans  from  the 
firft  Year  of  his  -Reign,  by  means  of  feveral  Petitions 
which  were  prcfcnted  to  him  by  the  Learned,  remon- 
ftrating,  TJut  thefe  Foreigners  had  deceived  the  late 
Emperor,  and  that  that  Prince  had  loft  much  of  his 
Reputation,  in  condefcending  fo  far  as  to  let  ^em 
fettle  in  the  Provinces,  for  they  had  built  Churches 
.  in  all  Places,  and  that  their  Faith  was  propagated 
greatly }    th^t   th?  Chinefe   Chriftian^  acknowledged 
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no  other  Teachers,  and  that  in  times  of  Trouble  they 
were  only  governed  by  them. 

Thefe  bad  Impreflions  were  ftrengthned  by  a  pub- 
lick  Petition,  prefented  to  the  Emperor  by  the  Tfong 
fou  of  Fo  kiefiy  wherein,  after  having  given  an  Account  • 
of  the  important  Reafons  that  he  had  for  prohibiting 
the  Chriftian  Religion  throughout  the  Extent  of  his 
Government,  he  befought  him,  for  the  Repofe  of  the 
Emperor  and  the  Good  of  the  People,  to  order  all 
Strangers^  to  be  fent  out  of  the  Provinces,  and  con- 
duced to  Court  or  to  Macao^  and  that  their  Temples 
might  be  put  to  other  ufes. 

This  Petition  was  referred  to  the  Tribunal  of  Rites 
to  determine  what  fhould  be  done  in  it,  and  the  Sen- 
tence of  the  Tribunal  was  to  keep  at  Court  the  Euro- 
peans that' are  already  there,  to  bring  thither  thofc 
from  the  Provinces  that  might  be  ufeful,  to  fend  the 
reft  to  Macaoy  to  convert  their  Temples  to  the  pub- 
lick  ufc,  and  ftriftly  to  forbid  the  Exercife  of  their 
Religion. 

This  Judgment  of  the  Tribunal  was  .confirmed  by 
the  Emperor,  to  which  he  only  added,  that  the  Vice- 
roys of  the  Provinces  fhould  allow  them  a  Mandarin 
to  conduft  them  to  Court  or  to  Macao j  to  prote6t 
them  from  any  Infult :  The  Miflionaries  exerted  them- 
felves  as  much  as  poffible  by  means  of  their  Friends, 
but  to  no  purpofe ;  all  the  Favour  that  he  granted 
them  was,  that  they  might  be  conduced  to  Canton 
inftead  of  Aiacao^  but  he  would  not  give  them  Leave  ^ 

to  ftay  there  if  they  gave  any  Caufe  of  Complaint,  j 

By  virtue  of  this  folemn  Edi6t  of  the  Emperor^ 
which  was  publifhcd  throughout  the  Empire,  the 
Miflionaries  were  drove  from  their  Churches,. and  tol- 
lerated  no  where  but  at  Peking  and  Canton ;  above 
300  Churches  were  either  demolifhed  or  put  to  pro- 
fane Ufes,  and  more  than  300000  Chriftians  deprived 
of  their  Paftors  :  Seeing  themfelves  delivered  up  to 
the  Rage  of  Infidels,  there  was  then  madeufeof,  and 
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ftill  is,  every  Method  that  a  prudent  and  welJ-go* 
vern*d  Zeal  can  infpire  to  rc-aniniate,  as  often  as  pot 
fible,  the  Faith  of  all  thefe  Chriftians. 

This  Edift  was  fcarcely  publiflied,  but  the  Empe- 
ror let  fall  the  whole  Weight  of  his  Anger  and  In- 
dignation upon  an  illuflrious  and  numerous  Family 
that  had  embraced  the  Faith.  The  Head  of  this  Fa- 
mily is  a  Prince  of  the  Blood,  defcended  from  the 
cideft  Brother  of  him  who  was  the  Founder  of  the 
reigning  Dynafly,  whom,  without  any  Regard  to 
his  Rank  or  old  Age,  or  the  important  Service  he 
had  done  the  State,  he  banifhed,  together  with  his 
Children  into  Tartary :  There  were  no  lefs  than  eleven 
Princes,  and  fixteen  Princefles  married  to  Mongol 
Princes,  or  to  Mandarins  of  Peking. 

All  thefe  Princes  and  Princeffes,  who  had  each  a 
numerous  Family,  were  degraded  from  their  Rank, 
aid  were  allowed  no  other  Abode  than  a  defart  Place 
in  Tartdry^  where  they  were  clofcly  guarded,  and  not 
lufFered  to  go  out  of  fight  of  the  Soldiers^  This  Ve- 
nerable old  Man  was  feen,  on  his  Departure  to  the 
Place  of  his  Exile,  with  his  Children  and  Grand-chil* 
dren  to  the  Number  of  thirty-fcven,  without  reckon- 
ing  the  Females,  who  were  almoft  as  many,  and  a- 
bout  300  Domefticks  of  both  Sexes,  the  greateft 
Part  of  whom  were  baptized. 

All  thefe  Difgraccs  not  having  the  Power  to  ftag- 
ger  their  Faith,  the  Princes  were  brought  to  Peking 
in  Carts,  and  loaded  with  nine  Chains  5  they  under- 
went feveral  Interrogatories,  and  were  promifed  to  be 
reftored  to  the  Dignity  of  their  Rank  if  they  would 
renounce  their  Faith,  and  if  they  refufed  more  dread- 
ful Punifhments  were  chreatned  ;  but  their  Steadinefi 
and  Conftancy  could  not  be  overcome,  neither  by 
Promifes  nor  Threatnings,  and  for  this  Realon  they 
were  condemned  to  die. 

But  the  Emperor  changed  this  Punifhment  into  per- 
petual Imprifonment,  fo  that  feveral  were  (hut  up  in 
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clofe  Prifons^  and  three  died  merely  dirough  the  Hard- 
Ihips  they  underwent ;  the  reft  were  dilpcrft  in  the  Pro- 
vinces to  end  their  Days  under  a  Load  df  Ironis,  or  in 
the  Obfcurity  of  a  Dungeon.  Two  Ainba(&dor&^  the 
one  from  P^^rtugd^  the  other  fiom  Mufcovy^  who 
were  then  at  the  Court  of  Peking^  wtt^  the  Admirers 
of  the  CcH^bmcy  and  Intrqsidity  of  thele  iUuftrious 
Confefibrs  erf  Jefus  Cbriji. 

As  little  a  Favourer  of  Religion  as  this  Prince  ajK 
pear'd,  it  is  impoffible  not  to  praife  his  unwearied  Ap- 
plication to  BiafindSy  for  he  applied  his  Thou^lts  n^;ht 
and  day  to  the  refcM-ming  erf  Errors  in  the  GoveriB- 
ment,  and  to  procure  Happinefs  to  his  Subje6b :  Yo« 
cannot  do  him  a  greater  Pleafure  than  to  prefent  him 
a  Pliui  which  tends  to  promote  the  publick  Welfare, 
and  the  Eaie  of  the  People ;  he  immediately  enteis 
therein,  and  puts  it  in  Execution  without  any  r^ard 
to  Expence :  He  hath  fettled  a  great  many  excellent 
Rules  to  dignify  Merit,  and  reward  Virtue,  to  cauft 
a  worthy  Emulation  among  Artificers,  and  to  aliift 
his  Subjefts  in  Years  of  Famine  :  Thefc  Qualities 
have  gained  him  in  a  fhort  time  the  Refped:  and  LoVt 
of  all  his  Subjedls, 

The  fiftieth  Year  of  the  Cycle,  1 730,  the  Empe*> 
Tor's  thirteenth  Brother,  who  had  his  Share  in  the 
Difficulties  of  Government,  died  the  nineoeendi  of 
June  of  a  languifhing  Diftemper,  which  was  owing 
to  Tiis  exceffive  Labour  for  the  Publick  Good  :  The 
Emperor  appeared  inconfoleable  for  his  Lois,  which 
hath  had  a  bad  EfFed  upon  his  Health. 

He  was  defirous  of  rendring  to  this  Prince  extra- 
ordinary Honours,  which  he  made  known  to  the 
Publick  by  frequent  Declarations,  in  which  he  inti- 
mated how  agreeable  it  would  be  to  him  diat  all 
the  World  fhould  fhare  in  his  Grief,  and  affift  at  his 
Funeral  without  diftinftion  of  Rank,  giving  Leave 
to  the  Vulgar,  as  well  as  to  the  Nobility,  to  do  Ho-» 
nour  to  the  Deceafed,  according  to  their  own  Way, 
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cither  by  Prefents  or  Praifes.  He  added,  ncvcrthc- 
Icls,  that  he  would  ufe  no  Conftraint,  and  that  thofe 
/who  did  not  think  this  Prince  dcferved  fuch  Honours 
ihould  be  exempted  from  paying  them :  Neverthe- 
Icfs  he  commanded  his  Officers  to  obferve  all  thofe 
who  paformed  this  Duty,  and  to  give  him  an  Ac 
count  of  them  daily.  His  Body  was  expolcd  in  the 
great  Tin^^  where  none  were  admitted  but  the  Princes 
of  the  Blood  :  Before  the  firft  Gate  of  the  Palace  was 
a  great  Court,  in  the  middle  of  which  a  long  Hall 
was  erefted  made  of  Matts,  and  in  this  was  placed 
a  Throne,  for  the  Deceafed  was  not  only  a  Reguh 
of  the  higheft  Degree,  but  he  had  alio  the  Tide  of 
King,  [Kove  vangj] 

Before  this  Throne  was  a  fmall  Table,  upon  which 
were  only  two  Candlefticks  and  a  Perfuming-pan  ;  at 
the  Entrance  into  the  Hall  was  a  Folding-door,  which 
-iRras  openM  only  when  the  Officers  of  the  Tribunal 
icanic  to  pay  their  Homage,  a  fet  Number  entring  at 
a  time  •,  at  firft  they  ftood  upright  behind  the  Tables 
]>Iaced  on  each  fide  the  Hall,  then  they  knccTed  down 
and  fell  proftratc  fix  feveral  times,  giving  a  deep 
Groan  altogether,  and  fo  filently  withdrew.  After 
thefe  went  in  others,  and  performed  the  fame  Cere- 
monies :  Sometime  after  the  Body  was  carried  half  a 
licague  fi'om  the  City  into  a  Palace  built  on  purpofe, 
yihtrt  tfee  fame  Ceremonies  were  performed.  At  this 
Place  the  City  Mandarins,  the  Merchants,  and  the 
Vulgar,  went  to  pay  him  their  laft  Honours. 

One  hundred  Days  after  he  was  carried  to  another 
Place  prepared  in  the  fame  manner,  where  he  lay 
.  the  fame  fpace  of  Time.  Infhort  he  had  five  feveral 

Stations  of  loo  Days  each,  where  the  lame  Ceremo- 
nies were  obferved  ;  after '  which  he  was  carried  to 
the  Place  of  his  Sepulchre,  which  the  Emperor  had 
caufed  to  be  preparol,  and  was  four  Leagues  in  Cir-| 
cumferen(;c,  * 
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The  Mandarins  of  the  Provinces;  cither  came  to 
pay  the  due  Honours  themfclves,  or  deputed  their 
Sons  in  their  ftead ;  afterwards  they  caufed  Monu- 
ments to  be  erefted  in  their  proper  Diftrifts,  which 
contain  the  greateft  Elogiums  on  this  lUuftrious  Pcr- 
fon  deceafed  :  The  Emperor  placed  his  Name  in  the 
Hall  of  Emperors,  which  is  very  feldom  done  to  pri- 
vate Perfons,  but  when  they  have  done  the  moft  im- 
portant Services  to  the  State. 

Soon  after  the  Emperor  caufed  his  third  Brother  to 
be  taken  up,  and  conduced  into  a  clofe  Prifon,  where 
he  was  fhut  up,  but  the  Caufc  of  his  Dilgrace  is  un- 
known ;  This  Prince's  Family  have  alfi>  felt  the 
Blow,  and  have  been  degraded  from  their  Rank. 

The  thirteenth  of  November  in  the  following  Year, 
1 73 1 ,  the  City  of  Peking  was  almoft  overturned  by  aa 
Earthquake,  the  moft  extraordinary  that  ever  was  felt 
in  China ;  the  firft  Shocks  were  perceived  about  elevea 
in  the  Morning  fo  fudden,  and  with  fuch  Violence, 
that  their  Houfes  and  Buildings  were  overthrown  at 
the  fame  Inftant  :  One  would  have  imagined  that 
a  general  Mine  had  been  fprung,  and  that  the  Earth 
had  opened  under  our  Feet ;  for  in  lefs  than  a  Minute 
more  than  looooo  Inhabitants  were  buried  in  the 
Ruins,  and  a  greater  Number  in  the  Country,  where 
.whole  Towns  were  intirely  deilroy'd. 

Wiiat  is  remarkable  in  this  Earthquake  is,  that  in 
the  Courfe  which  it  took  in  fome  Places  it  made  a 
great  Dcvaftation,  and  others  it  fcarcely  molefted, 
the  Shocks  being  but  flightly  felt ;  nothing  could  re- 
lift  two  Shocks  fo  fudden  and  contrary  to  each  other; 
where  the  Buildings  were  moft  folid  and  ftrong,  there 
the  EfFefts  were  moft  violent :  Thefe  were  followed 
by  twenty-three  others  in  the  Ipace  of  twenty-four 
Hours,  but  more  favourable. 

1  he  Emperor  was  at  his  fine  Pleafure-Houfe  two 
Leagues  from  Peking,  which  was  inftantly  reduced 
to  fuch  ^  ipiferable  Condition,  that  it  cannot  be  re-* 
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paired  without  immenfe  Sums  5  he  was  taking  the 
Air  in  a  Bark  uppn  the  Canal,  which  croffesthc  Gar- 
den, when  he  immediately  fell  proftratc,  and  lifted 
his  Hands  and  £yes  towards  Heaven :  Afterwards 
ie  publiih'd  an  Edid:^  wherein  he  accufed  himfelf, 
and  attributed  this  Plague  to  the  Wrath  of  Heaven  for 
his  Offences,  and  to  the  little  Care  he  took  for  the  Go- 
vernment of  the  Empire. 

This  Prince  appeared  very  ienfible  of  the  Affic*- 
tion  of  his  People,  and  commanded  feveral  Officers 
to  make  an  Eftimatc  of  the  demolifhed  Houfcs,  and 
to  examine  into  the  Lofs  which  each  Family  has 
foftained,  advancing  feveral  confidtrable  Sums  towards 
their  AflMlance :  The  MifSonaries  at  Peking  partook 
rf  his  Liberality,  for  he  gave  them  Audience,  re- 
ceived them  with  Condefcenfion ,  and  beflow*d  up- 
t>n  them  a  thoufand  Taels  towards  the  Repairs  of  their 
Churches. 

The  fifty- fccond  Year  of  the  Cycle,  1732,  the 
Miffibnarics,  who  were  ten  Years  before  driven  fi"om 
die  Provinces  to  Canton^  were  now  forced  from  Can- 
ton  to  Macao^  a  little  City  belonging  to  the  Portu^ 
gtnfi^  bat  of  which  the  Chinefe  are  Matters,  and  they 
allowed  them  but  three  Days  to  prepare  their  Journey, 
and  to  carry  away  dieir  Effects ;  the  only  Reafon 
which  is  given  fbt*  fb  fevere  a  Treatment  was,  that 
riiey  had  difobeyed  the  Emperor's  Order  in  propaga- 
ting the  Chriflian  Faith* 

The  twentieth  of  Auguft  they  embarked  to  the 
Number  of  thirty,  under  the  Convoy  of  four  Gal- 
leys and  two  Mandarins.  When  they  Went  on  Shore 
at  Macaoy  the  Mandarins  caufed  their  Domefticks, 
and  the  Chriflians  who  had  followed  the  Miffiona- 
fies  to  land  alfo,  and  fent  them  back  to  Canton  loaded 
with  Irons ;  they  thea  dragged  them  in  an  ignomi- 
nious Manner  before  feveral  Tribunals,  fome  were 
cafl  into  Prifbn,  others  received  the  Baftinado,  and 
odicn  were  condemn'd  to  carry  the  Cangue  during 
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two  Months  :  They  all  confcfTed  openly  the  Name 
of  Chrift,  and  gave  publick  Teftimony  to  the  Truth 
'  of  his  Holy  Religion. 

Thefe  are  the  moft  remarkable  things  that  have 
happened  hitherto  in  the  Reign  of  this  Emperor, 
■who  hath  now  been  upon  the  Throne  eleven  Years 
compleat,  and  who  governs  his  vail  Dominions  with 
an  abfolute  Authority  j  fo  that  I  muft  there  come  to 
a  Conclufion  of  the  Annals  of  this  Great  Monarch. 


Tie  End  of  the  Firfi  Volume. 


